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Report of the Committee constituted by 
the Un iversity Grants Com mi ss io n to e x am i n e  
the proposal of College df
Hindustani Music, Lu ck no u and its two 
centres at Almora and D eh ra d o n  for g r a n t  
of Deemed to be Univer si ty  status.

The Uni ve rs i ty  Grants C o m m is si o n had constituted a Committee, 

consi s ti ng  of the following members^ to e xa mi ne  the proposal of 

Bhatkhande College of Hindustani Music, L u c k n o u  and its two 

centres at Almore and Oehradun for grant of 'Deemed to be 4 

University* status.

1. Prof. K.P. S i n g h  ... Convenor
Flember, UGC

2. Prof. P.B. Sarkar 
V ic e- Ch an ce l lo r
Rabindra B h a r a t i  University 
Calcutta.

3. Prof. Oebu Chaudhuri 
Professor of i^usic and Fine Arts 
University of Delhi
Delhi.

4. Prof. A.C. Choubey 
Professor of Vocal Music
Indira Kala S a n ge et  Vishuavidyalaya 
Khairagarh (MP).

5. Shri d.S. Nahata 
Under Secretary 
University G r a n t s  Commission 
Neu Delhi.

The Committee visited the Co llege and its  tuo centres from 

16th to 2oth July, 1996. It visited Lucknou on 16th July, 1996, 

where members^had detailed i n t e r a c t i o n a l t h  Sait. Alta Sinha, 

Secretary, Dep ar tm en t  of Culture, G o v e r n m e n t  o f  U.P. (uho is 

also Chairperson o f  the Bhatkhande Music Institute) and senior 

‘L  aHininistrative staff of the college.



A h

Mft^JCommittse 4lte* visited the Collage and uent r o un d the a  

rooms inspecting hou the ^us ic  and dance classes u e r e  being 

and talking to students 2 nd teachers. On 17th July, 1996 thi 

Committee visited the Alntora centre of the College and on 1 

July, 1996 the Oehradttn centre. On 20th July, 1996 the Commi| 

again visited the College at Lucknou to see the Acjministratii 

Block and the Hostel and h a d  further discussion uith Smt. Ri'

Sinha and Faculty members of the College. Prof. Debu Choudhui

could not accompany the C o m m i t t e e  to Almora and O e h r a d u n  cen1

as he h a ^  to return to D e l h i  on 16th J u l y , 1 96 itself. He has

a separate r eport directly to the Chairperson, UGC uith a cof 

the Convenor of the C o m n i tt ee . Prof. P.B. Sarkar could not bei 

present in the last m e e t i n g  at Lucknou on 20th July, 96. Both 

P r ofessors P.B. Sarkar a n d  A.C. Chsubey h av e  sent their oun

o bservat io ns  to the C o n v e n o r  and have aut ho ri se d  him  to pxepai

s „

and submit the Committee *  y e p o r t  to the Comnission. A copy 01 

the o b s e r v at io ns  of each o f  the members is enclosed as annexu 

II and III.

II

m e m b e r s  of the CommitteeBefore leaving for Lucknou, 

had a briefing session uit h^ Ch ai r pe rs on , UGC in the Commission! 

Office in Delhi on 15th J u l y ,  1996. In this meeting, the Chair< 

person laid stress on the follouing p o in ts  :

1. An institution seeking Deemed to be University status musJ 

have approximated to the University standars in^teaching 

and r e s e a r c h .

2. Any such institution must conform to UGC norms in regard 

qualifications for ad mi s s i o n  to the in s t i t u t i o n  i.e., it
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d eg rs e/ di pl o ma  course.

In any such institution, U 3 C  norms should h3ve been foll ow ed  

in the appointment of teachers, their salary and pay scales etc 

B  T h e  institution should h ave b e e n  doing high quality re se a rc h

in i t s  specialised field a n d  engaged in innovative p r og ra mm es . 

If* A s hav in g more th^n one c e n s u s  uas not conducive to the

m a i n t e n a n c e  of proper a c a d e m i c  standards, any such i n s t i t u t i o n

s h o u l d  have only o ne  uell d e v e l o p e d  campus.

P # A n y  such institution should p o s s e s s  financial viability

a n d  managerial capacity*

T h e  Chairperson advised the C om mittee to examine the p r o p o s a l  

|pf the C o l l e g e  in the light of a b o v e  and guidelines of the UGC. 

Resides physical fa ci l i t i e s 9 the Comnittee was also advised to 

Examine the by-laus/rules and r e g u l a t i o n s  of the Institute to
t
tfiee w h e t h e r  they conformed to the norms of the U G C # A copy of 

the g u i d e l i n e s  laid doun by the Co mm i s s i o n  for considering 

p r o p o s a l s  for declaring an i n s t i t u t i o n  as Deemed to be a Un iv er si ty  

under s e c t i o n  3 of the UGC Act is enclosed (Annexure-I V) #

III

It may be recalled that an E x p e r t  Committee of the C o m m i s s i o n  

had v i s i t e d  this College earlier i n  March, 1991 a copy of w h o s e  

r eport i s  enclosed (^nnexure-V)# It had strongly r ec ommended the 

c o n f e r m e n t  of Deemed to be U n i v e r s i t y  status on the College a s  

in its o p i n i o n  it uas "engaged i n ^ e a c h i n g  and research in the 

fields o f  specialization in M u s i c  a n d  had attained t^ie h i g h e s t  

a c a d e m i c  standards11. The report o f  the Committee uas h o w e ve r n ot  

placed b e f o r e  the Commission as t h e  College, being a Govt*



i n stitution, h a d  not been re gistered as  a Society under th 

S oc ieties R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act a s  required under the UGC guide'
*

Instead; the Colle ge  uas asked to get t h i s  done and frame i 

M CA/Rules as Der the UGC model. Since then the College has 

w o r k i n g  on t h e  assumption that once t h a s e  conditions were 

it would a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be granted • D e e m e d  to be U n i v e r s i t y 1 

status* It s e n t  the MQA/Rules, to the C o m m i s s i o n  in October, 

and got i t s s l f  registered as  "the B h a t k h a n d e  Music Institut 

L ucknow u n d e r  Societies Regis tr at io n A c t ,  1860 on 24th Nove 

1994* The C o l l e g e  also complied with s o m e  other r e q u ir em en t 

the C o m m i s s i o n  which followed# It sent the revised profile 

the i n s t i t u t i o n  with latest faculty .positions etc* to the 

Commission a n d  U.P. State Govt* agreed t o  create a corpus f 

of fe* 25 l a k h s  for the Institute as r e q u i r e d  under the quid 

of the UGC* T h e  State Govt* further a g r e e d  to make a vailabl 

a mount of Rs.40 lakhs and e v e n  more a n n u a l l y  for r e c u r r i n g  

e xpenditure *

In the meantime, however, since t h e  College had op en ed  

two other c e n t r e s  - one at Almora a n d  the other at Oehra du n 

since four y e a r s  had elapsed when the f i rs t  Expert Committe 

v isited the College, the Commiss io n  a p p o i n t e d  this C o mmitte 

examine a f r e s h  its proposal for grant o f  ’Deemed to be Univ 

status*

11
The p r e s e n t  Committee h a s  e x a m i n e d  the proposal of the

*
College c a r e f u l l y  and would like to m a k a  the following 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  •

1* B h a t k h a n d e  College of H industani fiusic h :S been a pion
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in spiration, guidance and active c o o p e r a t i o n  of Pandit 

Vishnu N a r a y a n  Bhatkhande, regarded as the greatest scholar 

in the field o f  Hindustani Music in India. It had its 

o bj ective a m a n g  others, of imparting standardised ed ucation 

in music upto postgraduate level and to facilitate research 

in the three major branches of music, n amely vocal, 

i nstrumental and dance* The College h a s  had a* glorious 

history with many top grade musi c ia ns  teaching in it and 

producing in their turn g enerations of top-grade and h ighly 

skilled m u s i c i a n s *  Products of this Coll eg e have been 

eminent p e r f o rm er s,  teachers, music ol o gi st s,  writers and 

critics, who h a v e  started music i n s t i t u t i o n s  in different 

parts of the country, served as Headfcof music departments 

in u n i v e r s i t i e s  and held r e sp onsible p o s i t i o n s  in the A*I.R* 

and D o o r d a rs ha n*  Obviously realising i t s  importance an d its 

potential for development, the Govt* o f  U.P. toek it over 

in March, 1966. Since then, it ha s been running as a part 

of the U #P. Go v t ' s  Department of Culture* The College has 

thus ac qu i re d for itself a p r e s ti gi ou s position in the field 

of music e d u c a t i o n  in the country. It ha s  been at t r a c t i n g  

students and scholars not o nly from all over India byt also 

abroad* At the time of the C o m m i t t e e ' s  vis it > 20 students 

from Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, USA and Italy were 

studying in the College* In the uords o f  UUC Expert Co mm ittee 

uhich visited the College in 1991, the college is regarded 

as a "place o f  pilgri ma ge 11 for musicians* '

2* The quality o f  education i mp ar t e d  in th is  College has been 

applauded* It is the co nsidered o p i n i o n  of some experts

is vet to match the education and



diplomas a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of this Co llege are hiiijhl 

valued and even r e c o g n i s e d  for r ec r u i t m e n t  to facul 

positions in v a r io us  universities of the c ountry* 

Teacher^ o f  the C o l l e g e  are selected by the Sta t e P 

Service Commission. T hey are, therefore, q u a l i f i e d  ai 

norms of the U.P. Gog t*  A l t h o u g h *  the C o m m i t t e e  (did 

find time to go into indiv id ua l  cases to s e e  w h et he r 

also fulfilled the U G C  norms, it got the i m p r e s s i o n  

they are uell q u a l i f i e d  and experienced* f ive o f  the 

at present s u p e r v i s i n g  research for *Sangeetacharyc! 

which is co nsidered e q u iv al en t to Ph*D* d e g r e e  o f  un 

sities* Some of th em  h a v e  research p u b l i c a t i o n s  and 

to their credit.

It may be st a t e d  here that as per the i nf or m a t i o  

gathered by the C o m m i t t e e ,  although all posts o f  lect 

are filled up by d i r e c t  recruitment, only 50% o f  the 

higher acad em ic  p o s t s ,  namely of A ss is t a n t  P r o f e s s o r s  

Professors, are f i l l e d  up by direct r e c r u i t m e n t  a nd  r 

50^ by promotion as p e r  the State Govt* rules*

At the main centre at Lucknou, apart from the Princip 

there are 04 s a n c t i o n e d  posts of Professors*, 11 of As 

Professors an d 11 of Lecturers* Besides, there are 14 

santioned posts o f  J u n i o r  Lecturers and 31 o f  A cc o mp a 

It would appear t hat the sanctioned posts o f  P r o fe ss or  

are one short of th e U G C  requirement* P r i n c i p a l 1 s post 

has been vacant for a long time uith 3t* Director, Dep 

of Culture o f f i c i a t i n g  as Principal at the mo ment* The 

----  4-hat selection for t h e  p o s t  of Pri



by U.P. PSC uas s c he du le d for 3 1s t 3uly, 1996, *"••• posts 

o f Professors uere also vacant but as per i n f o r m a t i o n  

g i v e n  to the Committee, uere to be filled up by pr omotion 

soon. Out of 11 p o s t s  of Asstt, Professors and 11 of 

Lecturers, only 6 a n d  8 respectively uere actu al ly  u o r k in g 

at the time of the Committee* s visit, Similarly, out of 

14 posts of 3r. L e c t u r e r s  only 12 uere uorking. All the 

same, even excluding the Accompanists, total number of 

faculty members, a c t u a l l y  u o r k i n g  at the moment, comes to 

27, uhich ifc more than the m i n i m u m  (25) r e q u i r e d  under 

the UGC guidelines#

T e a c h e r s  are not g e t t i n g  the UGC pay scales# T hi s  is mainl> 

b e c a u s e  of the fact that the C ol lege so far h a s  been under 

the administrative control of the Oepartment of Culture 

i n s t e a d  of being unde r the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education. It 

may be stated here that in o t h e r  colleges o f  U . P . f uhether 

Govt, or non-Govt#, UGC pay s ca l e s  uere in tr o d u c e d  long ago 

The College has at present t h rs e  faculties, namely Faculty 

of Vocal Music, F a c u l t y  In strumental Music and Faculty 

of B a n c e .  Subjects taught are Vocal Music, Tabla, Violin,

Si tar, Sarod, P a k h u a j , Sarangi, Bansuri, Kathak, Folk Dance 

B h a r a t  Natyam, Manipuri U ance, Thumari and Ghazal, The 

tot a l number of r e g u l a r  students studying these subjects 

at Lucknou Centre from P r a v e s h i k a  (first year) to Nipun 

(Ei-ht£year) in 1995 uas 1178,

Classes are h e l d  regularly although the timaings, both
*

in Lucknou and the other c e n t re s at Almora an d Oehradun^ 

are different from those in o t h e r  institutions, being held 

in the afternoon f ro m 3 PM to 8 PM. The C o m m i t t e e  uas told

s t u d e n t s  to join
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c o n ve nt io n al  high school, int er me di a te  a n d degree c 

during m o r n i n g  hours*

7* The only examining body for the Colle ge  so far has 

B hatkhande Sangeet Vidyapeeth, r e gi s t e r e d  since 193 

which has been holding examinations for its variou

diplomas n ot  ohly all over India but also abroad i
i

countries like Sri Lanka.

8. The College so far has not been i n s i s t i n g  on 10+2 

q u al if ic at i on  for admission to its 1st year or Pr 

course. The re  are two reasons for this; one, mu si 

education starts at a fairly early stage uhen stu 

are not supposed to have passed 10+2, a n d  second, 

College a d m i t s  10+2 students and s t a rt s three yea 

and 2 years* P«G. Co u rses as in other univsrsitie 

question wi ll  be of examining them for which the 

is neither itself co mp et en t at the m o m e n t  nor is 

to any university. The Committee ues  told that t‘
r

had not a pp li ed  for affiliation to a university ; 

process a g a i n  uould have taken quite a long time 

College h a d  been all along waiting for its decla: 

"Deemed to be U n i v e r s i t y 11 which uo uld au tomatica 

this p r o b l e m  as the College cou}d then prescribe 

syllabi, h ol d examinat io ns  and award degrees for 

degree stream of students*

9. As regards research, besides research for docto
*

ha s  been taking up research projects sponsored 

agencies also* D uring the last 30 years, 18 such 

have been undertaken* The list is giv en  in Anne



10* Innovative p r o g r a m m e s  o f  the College like musical

e p e r e s  and d a n c e  dramas hive been highly acclaimed.

In r e c e n t  years, the College has a l e s  b e e n  organising

short term W o r k  Shops/Camps to give t raining to students

in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of U.P. as a part of i t s  innovative

programme.

11* I n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  a n d  other* facilities in terms of building,

equipments, f u r n i t u r e  etc* are adequate at the main campus

at Lucknow* H e r e  the College has a big d o u b l e  storeyed 

a c a d e m i c  b u i l d i n g ,  an Administrative Block, a g i r l s 1 

h o s t e l  a n d  Principal* 8 residence* It h a s  however no 

separate library bmilding which i o  h o u s e d  in a portion 

of the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  8 lock. The campus h a s  neither 

t e a e h e r s 1 r e s i d e n c e s  nor a faculty guoet house. Teachers 

of the College, b e i n g  Govt* Servants, a r e  allotted Govt* 

quarters if a n d  w h e n  available* A two r o o m  annexe near 

the G i r l 1a H o s t e l  i e  uaed as guest house* The Committee 

was told that t h e r e  was an ambitious plan to d e v elop 

the c a m p u s  a n d  p r o v i d e  for all these in the IX Plan*

This i n c l u d e s  a p r o p o s a l  to have a new Girls' Hostel 

a Beys' Hostel a n d  practice rooms etc* a t  a cost of 

about fe* 2 creres*

12* Besides the P r i n c i p a l ,  who ia supposed to be both

a d m inistrative a n d  academic head o f  the College, there 

are two poets of A d m inistrative O f f i c e r s  -  one Senior 

and the ether J u n i e r - a n a l o g o u a  to R e g i a t r a V  and Deputy 

Registrar in u n i v e rsities# The College h a s  a librarian, 

a lady w a r d e n  a n d  32 posts o f  s u p p o r t i n g  staff consisting

** mn* clerks tie*

I 9 I



13* I nfrastructural faci l i t i e s  are inadeqate at Almora e n  

Oehradun* Both these c e n t r e s  are h o u s e d  in rented 

buildings* The Govt* e f  U.P. has, however, acquired a 

big plot measuring a bout 5000 sq* m e tres fer its centr 

a t  Oehradun* There uas n o  regular Principal at both th 

c entres w h e n  the C o m m i t t e e  visited these campusee* S o *  

faculty p o s i t i o n s  uere a l s o  lying vacant.

14. The financial peaition e f  thotoliege looks sound ss th 

Govt* of U.P. h a s  a l r e a d y  given to the college fe«25 la 

for ita c o r p u s  fund and I s  committed to give fe*40 lakhs 

a n d  oven more per year f o r  recurring expenditure.

( A statement showing t h o  existing posit i o n  ef infrastri 

f a c i l i t i e s  as per U G C  guidelines, available in the college, 

is g i v e n  in a n n e x u r e ~ V i I . ) y

T h o  above o b s e r v a t i o n s  w o u l d  make it clear that Bhatkhan 

C o l l e g e  of Hindustani Music, L u c k n o u  fulfils the basic UGC 

n o r m s  for a "Oeemed to be< U n i v e r s i t y "  status* it is a n  institi 

w h i c h  though net a university, isj^"doing w o r k  of a high stand* 

In s p e c i a l i s e d  a c a d e m i c  f i e l £  comparable to a university love] 

It, however, falls short of c e r t a i n  other essential requiromei 

w h i c h  m u s t  be fulfilled befero i t  can be given "deemed to be 

U n i v e r s i t y 19 status* It is u n f o r t u n a t e  that altho u g h  tho Colls 

h o d  b e e n  registered aa the U h a t k h a n d e  Music Institute under 

tho S o c i e t i e s  R e g i s tration A c t  o n  24th November, 1994, its 

M e m o r a n d u m  of Assoc i a t i o n  and R u l e s  have remained on paper onlj
y

T h o  n a a o  in the registration i *o* "Institute" has' not been adO| 

for u s e *  No meeting o f  the B o a r d  o f  M a n agement has takan place] 

no O i r o c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  and no a c a d e m i c  or o t her bodies constituj
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the d e g r e e  stresm fer 10+2 students nor adopted the UGC pay 

scales for teachers*

The Committee, therefore, r e c o m m e n d s  that the Commission

K -
may c o n f e r  "Oeemed to bet_University" status o n  B h a t k h a n d e 

Music Institute, uith its main c a m p u s  at Lucknow f rom the 

next a c a d e m i c  year and t h e  college be asked to p r e p a r e  itself 

for that status during the current academic year 1996*97 by 

deing the following!

1* It m u s t  immediately start c a l l i n g  itself a s  " The Bhatkhande

M u s i c  Institute" which is i t s  registered name*

2* A w h o l e  time D i r e c t o r  be a p p o i n t e d  as per 14 (8) of the

R u l e s *  Viti

3* V a r i o u s  Boards o f  Studies a s  p e r  Rule 12 a n d  an Academic
vi<

C o u n c i l  as per R u l e  B^be c o n s t i t u t e d  and c o u r s e e  framed 

for the degree s t r e a m  to be i n t roduced from the next 

a c a d e m i c  year a n d  open only to 10+2 students*

4* UUC nomenclature for teachers and pay scales be i n troduced

a n d  g i v e n  to those teachers w h o s e  names after scrutiny/ 

i n t e r v i e w  are reca n m e n d e d  by a Selection C o m m i t t e e

5* One more post o f  Professes b e  created. A p p o i n t m e n t  for 

it made after proper advar ti ssment and selection by 

a d u l y  constituted selection committee* Va ca n ci es  in

f i l l e d  up in like manner*

6* A l n o r a  and Oehradun 'nay c o n t i n u e  as extension centres 

but n ot  as p?rts of the Oaetned to be University.

c o n s t i t u t e d  as per Rule

the cadro of Asstt. P r ofea3cr a n d  L?ctuter ba also



In the end> the C o m m i t t e e  thanks the S e c r e t a r y » Oepars 

• f Culture, 2»vt. ef  U*P. and the Principal, Staff and 

students of the College for the c oo p eration extended to i1 

d u r i n g  the visit.


