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Report of the Visiting Commltteg ggw.ﬁ,ﬂf
the proposal of FLIRK M “pee
'Pgfe For deemed to be un1Ver81ty ‘status to 1t.

I'he TilPR rabarashtra Yidyapeeth, Pune submitted to
the U .G .., through the Ministry of Human Resource Development
and also through the Government of Maharashtra, a proposal
for conferment of deemed to be ﬁniversity status under

Section 3 of the U« ... on it.

The Government of Maharashtra while forwarding the
proposal have stated that they provide ad-hoc maintenance

and development grants to the Vidyapeeth.

Ti.e proposal was placed before the UG .C. Standing
committee on establishment of new universities and university
postgraduate centres at its meeting held on the 20th December,
1985 and as r=commended by the Standing Committee a Visiting
committee with the following members was constituted to
exanine the proposal :

1. Frofessor Ramlal Parikh

vi—~e-Chancellor

GujaratVidyapeeth

Ahmedabad .

2. Professor Usha h Méhta
Bombay

3. Professor 3 .1 . Ranade
Department of Social Work
University of Delhi
Delhi.

4. Shri R K. Chhabra,
Pormer Secretary, UsC,

5. shri C +1. Ramachandran,
Deputy Secretary,
UGe .,
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fhe Comnittee with the exfeption of Professor S N . Ranade\
visitad the Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, Pune on the 4th
tepbruary, 1986 and held discussions with the Vice-Chancellor,
members of the BxeCutive Council, Institutional Heads, Teachers
{(Faculty) and Students. The committee also went round the

campuses and saw the various facilities provided at the

Vidyapeeth.

The committee took note of the guidelines laid down
by the Commission for considering proposals for delaring an
institution as deemed to be university under Section 3 of the
UG .. Act. The committee also considered in depth the
special historical and other .consideration léading to the

present proposal.

Historical background and some basic facts and fiqures

The Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth was established
in the year 1921 as an Bducational Memorial of Lokmanya
Tilak 'The Father of Indian Unrest' and an advocate of National
scucation. It was founded in pursuance of the resolution
passad by the Indian National Congress at Nagpur Session in
1920 under the directions of Mahatma Gandhi. Later, the
Maharashtra provicial conference made a concrate prososalfo
establish a National Institute of higher education in the
erstwhile Bombay State for the recalisation of ideals of
national education. It co-ordinatad the efforts being made
Dy similar institutions and providedléﬁgk needed education
fazilities in the faculties of Arts, Science, Commerce,
engineering and Ayurveda at the undergraduate and post-graduate
levels. ~Particula: stress was laid on the study of Sanskrit
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the language of National culture.,

Le lﬁf’( .
The Committee geecommanded that the three institutes

viz the Kashi Vidyapeeth, the Gujarat Vidyapeéth and the

Jamia Millia Islamia which had come into existence in

similar circumstances had been declared as institutions deemed

to be university in the year 1962-63. The Kashi Vidyapeeth

has since been convefted into a State University in the year
1974 . In this connection, the committee was informed that the
University Grants Commission had sometime in May, 1968 considered
a reference received from the Government of India, the then
Ministry of Bducation regérding deemed to be university

status to the Tilak‘MéharaSﬁtra Vidyapéeth,'Pune. The Commission
after considering the nature, scope and level of work of the |
Vidyapeeth and taking into aécount all relevant aspects of the
proposal regretted that it could not recommend to the Government
of India that the Tilak Mahéraéhtfa Vidyapeéth be declared as an
-institutién deemed to be a ﬁniVersity under Section 3 of the

UGC Act.,

It was brought to the notice of the Committee that
this was presumably due to the fact that the Vidyapeeth was
not providing for post graduate z=ourses. It was further
ﬁoted by the Committee that the guidelines suggested by the
Usl fof declaring én institution deemed to be a uniVersity

had since then have been modified .

The vVidyapeeth had a University base right from the
inception with all its constituents namely, the Senate, the

aXzoutive Council, the Academic Council, Boards of Studies,
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Faculties, Vidya Prasavak Mandal and konorary Fellows

Board,

Vice-Chancellor and the Registrar as EXecutive heads.

The Vidyapeeth is registerasd under the Societies

Registration Act as well as under the Public Trust Act, The

aims and objectives of the Vidyapeesth are as follows :-

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

/exaninations

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

To create the feeling of national awakening among the
students in accordance with the principles of
democracy and national freedom and to carry on such
2ducational activities as to make them self-reliant
and capable of rendaring service to the nation.

To formulate a curriculé?h leading to the fulfilment
of the objectives mentioned in (i) above and to
establish and conduct educational institutes of each
and every kind.

To affiliate, t> recognise and to render every
possible help to such institutions as agreed to
function with the objectives mentioned above at
3 No, (i)

To implement all the educational programmes through the
mother tongue viz. Marathi

To confer degrees, certificates, certificate of

merits, prizes, scholarships etc. on all the

successful students receiving aducation in the
institutions affiliated to 'Vidyapeeth® and appearing for
its various examinations as regular students and/or

othaer successful students appearing for its various
conducted by this 'Vidyapeeth' in accordance with

its curriculum in force from time to time.

To carry on educational activities such as high
level teaching, research work, publication work
and the like,

To confer honorary degrees on lifelong students, or
on experts or painstaking students in a particular
bramah of study according to their merits.

To do all other acts which do not contravene the aims
and objexts of the 'Vidyapesth'.
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v TILAK MAHLAVIDYALAYA i1
Visiting Faculty

V. ayurveda & Yoga Faculty 17
Visiting Faculty

VII Gorrespondeoce'Courses
1) Coordinators 2
2) Subject Experts 5

The entire staff is in the Vidyapeath at Pune. The
teaching staff is engaged both in teaching and research

activities.

The details of qualifications of staff and their

research publications etc. are given in (Annexure-II).
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BUILDING AND ACCOMNMODAT ICN

The main campus of the Vidyapeeth is located in
Gultekdi  area having six acres of land with the following
building facilities :-

(1) Main building of the Vidyapeeth where Nehru

Institute of Social Studies and Administrative
Blocks are housed

(2) Bal Mukund Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya building
wherein the Library is also located

(3) A separate building for examination wing

(4) Quarter for the Registrar

The Vidyapeeth has also an old two storeyed building in
the city area at 1242 Sadashiv Peth, Pune, which houses the
Bal Mukund Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, the Tilak Mahavidyalaya,
the Sanskrit Library, Enquiry and sale of Books and Publi-
Cations Staff Quarters for the Principal and Hostel for 20
students,

The Committee was informed that Plans for the construction
of library building, s taff quarters, hostel for boys and
quarters for Class IV Staff are awaiting approval of funding
agencies.

LIBRARY:

The library at present has a stock of 23000 books and
1200 manuscripts and it contributes to 40 journals, magazines

etC.

Innovative Programmes :

The Nehru Institute of Social Studies have been making
sincere efforts to develop and propagate an inter-disciplinary
approach in Social Sciences, The Institute has shown innovative
courage enough to merit wido recognition, academic interest and

financial support in the programmes viz. postgraduate courses



of inter-disciplinary studies in the Sccial Sciences,
introduction of Marathi as the regicnal languzge as the
medium of examination and occasional insth@ctions at the
postgraduate level and in Social Sciences; obijective of
taking the facilities of learning to the doorsteps of the
lowest, the weakest, and the farthest removed, by opening
an open learnihg Centre from the academic year 1985-86.
This scheme ccmprises a graduate ccurse of three years!
duration in Social Sciences. All these who have either
passed SSC or otherwise pass avqualifying test conducted hy
the Tilak Mzharashtra Vidyapeeth in thé month of April, and
are of 21 years of age are admitted to the first year of
the course, Coaching is done through correspondence and
periodic camps at suitable centres,‘ Each subject is broken
up into 20 lessons each of which is of 16 printed pages
approximately. The lessons are especially prepared for the
course by competent staff maintained and recruited for the.
purposé. The medium of instruction is Marathi and the
apprecach is inter-disciplinary. This is stated to have not
been done anywWhere in the State. It has also becon stated
that in the very first year of its introduction[}985-8ﬁjas
many as 596 students have enrolled for the same; this includes
working women, labourers both from rural and urb%n areas,
and primary school teachers, The Institute is interested in
teaching programmes alone; it combines its class-room wcrk
with appropriate field investigators. It has undertaken
rese-rch work projects which employ the inter-disciplinary

approach.
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The Institute besides teaching and rescarch programmes
also conducts seminars on themes which are novel and speak
of the sincefity of its purpose and efforts towards an
inter-disciplinary approach.

Another project rudiments of which the Institute is
nursing for the last year is that of evolving a common

language for all the Social Sciencesi
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The Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth is doing various
experinents in education. One of those experinents was
the establishnent of a Sanskrit College vize. Shri Bal
Mukund Sanskrit Mahavidyslaya. The Vidyapeoth provides
facilities for learning Sanslxit to studonts rangivyg fram
the Fifth standard of Secondary School to the rostgraduate

lcvel.,

The Tilak Mahavidyalaya was the origin of the
activities of the Vidyapeeth in the year 1920 for students
and teaéhers who had actively participaféd in the non-coperstive
novenent. It was regarded as an institute for 'National'
Bducation and later came to bo bamned by the British Rulers.
The institution was revived in 1975 with financial support
from its past students and ‘a: three-yoar commerce course wWas
introduced. The State Govte have rccognised this activity
in the Five Ycar Plan and sone financial assistonce was
received fron ite The Mahavidyalaya is presently conduocting
short torm vocational courses. It is proposed to start
diplona ond degroce courses in co~operative nanagerient which
are no where provided. The Tidkak Mshavidyalaya reocogniscd
the nceed for job oriented coursces of shqrt duration for the
niddle closs students and in the last few years nade a

consistfnt offort in this direction.

ceosd2 /-
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The short texm courses arc arranged with the following

objectives

1) To offer esscential theory, content in the reclated
disciplincs
2) To offer practical training in related discipline

like office niecthods, salesnanship, conversational

English, practical accounting cetoe

3) To improve enployability of the candidatces by giving
then hints on job application-intervicws=carecer

devecloprnent ctce

The Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapceth intends to conduect

diplonea as well as depgree courscs in the cooverative.

nanagenient through Tilak Mahavidyalayoe

The Cormittce was informcd that althoush the Vidyapceth
2as done substantial progress, its courses arce recognised Ly
the Govte. for enmploymient and Universities with their
corresponding degrees and its rescarch prograrmnes having been
acknowledged and well received by cxperts, it is unable to takeo
off effcecctively for want of legal status under the provisions
of the UGC Act, howsocver the courscs rnay Possess the highest
degree of gquality cducation. The rccognition as dcecned to be

university status will therefore definitely give fillip to the

Vidyapecceth to launch innovative programmes, research activitics

ctce.

RSSEARCH ACTIVITIZS

A pood mumber of rescarch projecects have been undertaken
by the staff of the Nchru Institute of Social Studices and

Bolrmulrund Sanskrit Mahavidyalayae Sonce of these prcjects have
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BUDGET_OF THE VIDYAPEBTH

The expenditure of the Vidyapeoth for the ycar

1985-86 is cstinated to be as undexr ¢

Sl Institute Salafy an«Sélafj Tot al (~)Defecit
NO. *
N [ P~ Ny . ,(“;I-)‘Savn.ng
1« Balrukund Sanskrit M. 1,40,000  1,29,000 4,86,000 - 58,500

De 70,000 1,477,000
2. NOhru Institute of M. 4 ,43, 930 R. 75,000
Social Studies M., 1,63,2008 12,52,130 =349,630
D. 3,20,000

4, Li’ora:r'y Me 41,000 M. 1’47,000
D. 40’000 DQ‘ 2, 60’_000

4,88,000 T 82,300

5. Vidya Prasarl 1,92,000  4,20,200 6,12,200 + 4,000

v Mandal
60 Administration -1,98,000 2,111,000 4,09,000 =~ 75,649
7. Publication 27,150 1,18,500  1,45,650 - 70,650
8. Construction - 5,00,000 5,00,000 -
m

_ﬁ7 12,21, osq/’ 25,18 200/{59 39, 280 t6,52,529

M.10,61,080 Re 75 000 Re 75,ooo -
D. 3,60,000 M.13,63,200 M24, 24,800 =-4,79,529

D.10,80,000 D14 40,000 =1,73,000

M = Mpintonance
Dovelopnent
R = Resecarch Work

=)
i
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The Comittee noted that the Govt. of Maharashtra
Pays ad-hoc naintenance and Developrnent grants to the
Institutes The Connittee also noted that the Tilal:
Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, Pune has been a recepient of grants
fron the Govts of Indis, Ministry of Hunan Resource Developnent,
(Deptt. of Bducation), since 1969-70 under its schene of
financial assistance for Institution of Higher Learning of
all Indie inportance: The donnittee also noted that a
Cotamittee set up by the Govte of India, Deptt. of IBducation
to recormerd the nature and gquantunm of financial assistance
that could be provided to the Vidyapecth during the Seventh
Plan visited the Vidyapceth on the 6th February,1985 and
they have recommended that the reccurring grants for the
Institute be raised from Rse75,000/-~ to Rsele25 lakhs
Per annun fron the year 1985-86 with annual increasc‘of
10% during the subscquent years of the Tth Plan to piovide
for increments, additional DA ctce 1In addition, that
Comnittce has also recommended developmnent grant of
Rs.50,000/- for the purchase of Books—~raclks, Furniture
and another grant of RS.B0,000/— for the purchase of
Xerox nachine for developnent of the library. Thesc grants
arc subject to availability of equivalent grants fron the

Stote Govte 0f Maharashtroa

000015/"
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ELAN FOR FUTURG DEVELOPMBENT
Tho Vidyapeeth haB beon consistently naking cffoxrts
in its rescarch and postgraduaste Programnnes to build up
an infrastructure to quality‘ 1tsclf for a deoned to bé
university status.
The Vidyspocth hes o Plan for furthor developmont

of teaching prograrmes by sinultancously conducting rescarch.

While the genocral thrust would be intor=disciplinary study

of developnent, it would be desirable to confine to a fow
arcas like health, oducation and the oponing up of new
occcupational opportuni;ti os .t

“The Vidyapeéth ﬁropqses to start the following ew

coursces fron June,1986 :-

Te M.Phil. in Soeial

‘S8tudics | 1712' yoars.
Ry e  yous
Be Diplona in Co-oberative 1 year

Managemont.

Ay Degree in Co=operative 2 yoars

Managonent
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Cbhservations and Necommendrtions

the

The Committee commentg/ inter-disciylinary a: roach which

the Institute has attemjted to reflect in thelr pMaster Degree
level course in Socia1 Studies. This arproach need to be
strengthenedrgnd further developed and linked with the ratriotic
and Nationalistic contribution in.unfoldjng the Indian history.
and culture initiated by lLok-Manya Tilak as well as with the
'studies of dgvelopment problems of India.

The Committee welcomes the proposal of the Vidyareeth for
starting an inter-disciplinary couse in rural development at
masters degree level and stress.the need for involving students
in extension work and field work so that the third dimens®jon
of extension work is inteqrated in the curricuium.

fhe Committee noted that the Vidyapeeth has been conducting
various courses for learning and research in Sanskrit. This is an
area in which they rossess adgond rotentiality to srecialise in
developing studies in Sanskrit language and literature in the context
of Indian cultural Renniasance fostered by many stalwarés like
Lok Manya Tilak. However,every care must be taken to ensure that
this does not remain a tfaditional revivalist programme but is
closely linked with the modern methodology leading to comparative

stucies with other Indian as well as foreign languages and the new

development in | modern social sciences. a
The committee understands that & deemed to be Ainiversity
/ over
d08s not conduct examinations for other institutions which it

contd .....17/~
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has$ no academic control =2nd as such the Vidyareeth which corducts
the examinations on the pattern of affiliating universities should
be discontinued. Similarly.it should not have any affiliation
functions and this may be taken care of while framing the Memorandum
of % ssociations

In order to develop the Institute in an indepth and higher
level in certain specialised areas it would be desirable to
congentrate its efforts to develop its programme in amd around Poona.
Any extension to such campus should be with the rrior concurrence of
the U.G.C.

The Vidyapeeth has started correspondence course in Social
Studies at the undergraduate level since June,1785. This may be
'discontinued. However, in view of the capability developed by the
Vidyapeeth in the conduct of Social Studies courses

at the undergraduate leve)] it may develop as a
resource centre for preraring learning material which may tre
useful to the prorosed Open University in Maharashtra.

Adequate financial assistance both for maintenance and
development may be provided to the Vidyapeeth keering in view the
fact th~t such an Institution with long history of.65 years which
sprang up as a part of angin response to the struggle for National
Independence 2rd the movement for national resurgence in the socio=-
cultural spheres of our national life., The Institute has undoubtedly

sustained itself cduspite-financial strigency ard other adversities

eseli8/-
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mainly due to the dedication and sacrifice: of several selfless
teachers and administrators. This is evident from the fact that
even today a large number of persons are given their hod%ary and
part time serviceras faculty members.

The committee observed that the financial assistance provided
by the St.te Govt. and the Central Govt. under their scheme of
‘Institution /zigher learning of All-India importance' was not
adecuate to run the courses. In fact the main handicap of the
Vidyapeeth in not developing adequately was mainly due to inadecquacy
of funds available to them , as such many of the activities seem
to have been undertaken to secure financial viabillity.

The committee recommends that the mT4]1ak. Maharashtra
Vidyapeeth, Pune may be declared as an Institution aeemed to be
University under Section 3 of the U.G.C. Aét and its activities
should e broadly on the lires ind{catéduahove dnripg the rext five
years ancd reviewed therafter, While resroné*ng te the modern needs
it vill be necessary to make the’major écademic éommuni;y whole time,
the committee hopes that the quidihg spiriﬁ of selfless devotion to
the pationa will continue to be in inspiring force.

The Constitution,; Rules, Regulations etc. oF the Vidyapeeth
may nenc révjew if the Institute is given the deemed to be university
status. |

The Committee rlaces on record: its sinc 9 thanks to the
Vice-Chancellor, R:ogiztrar and othoer members of th@ staftf of the

Vidyavcoth for their coorcration during its visit.



