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Report ot‘ the Expert Committee cons

the TGC A.

The University Grants Conumission constituted an Expert Committoe consisting of
the following‘memben‘; to examine the proposal of Kerala Kalamandalam, Thrissur, for
grant of Deemed to be University status under Section 3 of the UGC Act.

L Prof. B.H. Briz Kishore, FI.E. Convener
Chairman,
National Council of Rural Institutes,
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Govt. of India.
& Member, UGC
Sankar Bhawan, Fateh Maidan Road,
Hyderabad-50004.

2. Prof. M.V, Pylee <= Member
Fomer Member, UGC
71100, HMT Colomry
Kochi - 683 503

3. Prof. Indrani Chakravarti Member
Vice-Chancellor
Indira Kala Sangeet Vishwavidyalays
Khairagarh - 491 881 (M.P.)

4, Prof. Debu Chandhuri Member.
Former Professor & Head
Department of Music & Arts
University of Delhi, Delhi
1.1852, Chittarenjan Park
New Delhi - 110 019

5. Prof. Chitranjan Jyotishi .. Member
Dean
Faculty of Performing Arts
Banaras Hindu University
Varanasi - 221 003

6. - Prof. Mohan Maharishi v Member
Department of Performing Arts -
Pumjab University
Chandigarh - 160 014
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7. Shri Gurcharan Singh Member Secretary
Jomt Sccretary

University Grants Commission,

New Dethi

The Expert Committee visited Kerala Kalamandalam, Thrissur on 11® & 12%
December, 2001. All the members were present.

The deliberations statted with a detailed presentation made by the Secretary of
Kerala Kalamandalam where the other members of the Executive Committee were also
present.

The Expert Committee went round the different departments and visited the
laboratories, class rooms, generai facilities, guch as, library, workshop, anditorium,
hostels, academic and administrative buildings, to satisfy itself regarding the availability of
infrastructural facilities and fisture expansion possibilities oftﬁe_hsﬁhne‘ | |

The Expert Committee conducted physicﬂ inspection as per the information
provided in the proposal. The Committee members also met the faculty and students and
examined various diploma/post diploma programmes that are being offered by the Institute.
INSTITUTR |

Kerala Kalamandalam located in Vallathol Nagar, Cheruthuruthy, Thrissur District
{Kerala) was established in the year 1930 by Late Mzhakavi Vallathol Narayana Menon.
The Institute was registered under the T/C Literary, Scientific and Charitable Socities
Registration Act XII of 1955, S.No.59 0of.1975 on 10-07-1975.

CAMPUS |

The campus of the Institute is spread over an area of 35 acres comprising of

physical facilities like academic snd administrative buildings, hostels, staff’ quacters,.

laboratonies. .

"
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~ ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES

Kerala Kalamandalam offers the following diploma and post diploma courses. The

intake capacity of each course is indicated against each :-.

Name of Course with subject
Diploma . Post Diploma
Duration Capacity = Duration Capacity
1. Kathakali Vesham 6 years 10 2 5
2. Kathekali Music 6 years 06 2 2
3. Kathakali Chenda 4 years 10 1 2
4. Kathakali Maddalam 4 years 05 1 2
5. Kathskali Costume 3years 05 1 2
and Makeup :
6. Koodiyaitam Male 6 years 03 2 2
7. Koodiyattam Female 4 years 03 1 2
8. Mizhavu 4 years 03 1 2
9. Thullal 4 years 05 1 2
10. Mohiniyattan with 4 years ‘15 1 5
Bharathanatyam Kuchupudy
11. Mridangam 4 years 05 1 2
12. Panchavadyam 4 years 05 1 2
13. Camatic Music - 05 - -
RESEARCH CENTRE

Kerala Kalamandalam kas- been approved as a research centre by Kerala and
Calicut Universities. Students of Design Engineering from different universities and
National Institute of Fashi_op Technology visit the Institute in comnection with their research
work. Foreign students and axﬁsts in the field of theatre and dance utilize the facilities of
Kerala Kalamandalam as a research centre.

FACULTY
The faculty of 68 teachers from Professor to Instructor 18 2ngaged in the academic

activities of the Institute. The details of teachers is given in Appendix-I, wet encised
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FUNDING

The Institute is finded by the Department of Ctiture, Government of Kerala The

State Government has agreed to continue to provide funding to the Institute in case it is

granted deemed to be university status.

© After detailed deliberations, scrutiny of documents and physical 'inSpection of the

infrastructural facilities, the . Committee makes the following observations and-

recommendations.

OBSERVATIONS

1.

The Institute has an excellent campus, fairly large, to accommodate more than 500'
students and approximately 70 teachers in hostels aud staff quarters. The small
class-rooms separated from each in terms of distance over a slope, the whole
campus i beautifilly landscaped. Small classes are organized to have better
teacher taught relationship.

The campus is residential and following the old Gurukula system based on value

education.

Primarily the Institute is dealing with Kathakali and related accomplishments like
costumes and music. There is n vast scope to introduce other performing
artw/theatre, arts/omsic specific to Kerala while integrating with other systems in
the country.

It was found that the very basic objective of Kerala Kalamandalam for which it is
established for the development and enrichment of Indian culture as a whole in the

fields of Indian dance/drama and music has not been accomplished.
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There is no conformity to several important invital guidelines of the UGC regarding
the quality of high standard research, teaching programmes at Master’s level and
different areas of specialization or any other couventional degree programmes.
The State Government of Kerala in its order reference GO(MS) No.29/99/CAD
~dated 15 July, 1999 has admitted that the candidates in the Institute do not posses
general standard and lack profound acknowledge of Indian Languages.

The Institute offers the following main courses and subsidiary courses :-

Main Courses : Kathakali, Koodiyattam, Thullal, Mohiniyattan and Carnatic
music (which is for some reason called Kerala music.

Subsidiary Courses :  Yoga, Make-up, Lenguages (English, Sanskrit, Malyalam
& Prakrit) |

This is a fully integrated émgrmnme of two ixﬂ&naﬁonallj reéognized dance and
Ma forms of Kathakali end Koodiyattam. In fact, Koodiyattam has been
declared by UNESCO as world cultural heritags. The subsidiary courses
compliment the main courses. |

Kerala Kalamandalam directly controls and manages two very simple but beautifiil
museums. However, these museums, one in poet, Vallthol’s house snd the other
housed in the campus can be further developed with proper resources.

The library has more than 8000 books related to various disciplines, a very large
mmmber of mannscript which is 100 years old and preserved in the original form on
palm leaves. These texts can be of enormous interest in doctoral and ‘postdoctornl.
research work. | |
One of the greatest pﬁssible achievement of Kerala Kalamandalam is to build a
theatre building with a capacity of 500 people and 2 large enough stage for various.

performances end demonstrations with magnificent back stage facility.
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The architecture of the theatre is directly inspired by the oldest Kutambalam
(approximately 100 years old) situated in Thrissur. The architecture closely

conforms to the stringent demands made in Natyashastra in constructing a Vikrisht

Medieval Theatre.

The Committee visited the classes and was more than satisfied with the instruction.
There is no doubt in any member’s mind regarding the thoroughness and ‘precision
with which the subject is approached.

Almost all the feachers are at ploytechnic/secondary grade level and none of the
faculty members is drawing the UGC pay scale or aré eligible to draw the UGC pay
scale.

There 13 no trace of the teaching of theory alongwith the practical training nor there
is any restriction on the admission of students viz; age, qﬁaliﬁcations etc.

The Members were also- witness to an astounding performance of Kathakalli
Thulal, Kottiyattam an'd Mohiniyattan which proved the excellence of both the
teachers as well as the students. |

thwiﬁlstanding all the foregoing strengths from the point of view of the
requirements of deemed university, the Institution has to fulfill certain essential
ingredients, such as, teachers, courses of study at the undergraduate and
postgraduate levels, research, eligibility criteria.  The very nature of the
Performing Art, Music and Training prohibits fhe conventional stream of the

university system.



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The Committee strongly felt that additional systems of Arts Education should be
given due recogiiiﬁé’ﬂ' by the UGC without, in any way, diluting their basic
character and strengths. Analogous to conservatorium as existing in several foreign
universities, our Gurukul Syétem of Training in Music, Performing aod Visual Art
should be brought into thé main stream i.e, the University system.

2. In view of the above noted observations of the Committee and after careful
consideration of the actual position in relation to other similar Institutions in the
field of performing arts, the Committee strongly fesls that the diploma courses of
the Institute should first be upgraded to the level of Degree Collegerwid: a plan of
action for its upgradation to P.G. and Doctoral programuues by the State
Government and_‘further strengthen it with physical and academic infrastructure.
The State Government should submit its revised proposal as and ‘when the
observations/recommendations of the Expert Committee have been complied with
in consonance with the conditions stipulated by the University Grants Commission

for the grant of desmed to be universify status.

MEETING WITH SECRETARY (CULTURE)

The Secretary (Cnlhn'e);’ G;)vemment of Kerala met the Committee members on 12*
December, 2001. He apprised the Comniittee members of the situation of Kerala
Kalamandalam for granting it the status of a deemed university. The committes members
informed the Secretary of the varit;us lacunae that existed in the Institute. The Secretary

(Culture) appreciated and assured that as and when the Report of the Committe? |
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received by the State Government, it will take all necessary action to comply with th--

vacomtendaiions of the Committee.

The Committee places on record its appreciation for the cooperation and assistance
extended to it by the Secretary, Faculty, students and non-teaching staff during the vieit ot

the Committee to the Instifute.

(Prof. B.H. Briz Kishore) (Prof. M.V. Pylee)
{Prof. Indrani Chakravarti) {Prof. Debu Chaudhuri)
{Prof. Chltranjan Jyotishi) (Prof.MohanMaharishi)

iGurcharap Singh)

Thrissur
December 12,2003
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REGISTE RED

No U'C(S\ecff'/ 6428
May 30, 2002.

Dear Shri Gurcharan 8ingh,

Your D.0, letter Ho.?.&-l&limgated May 17,
2002 received by me a day’: fugiéEgons through
the report. The report u~ e f, ;'ﬁ-"'
points are missing, X bouovo. J{M m mnuoxxed as
" unders

In the Expert Committee ting:
the deta:l.led deliberatiom. scru '
physical inspection of the .tntru ot
com\it.t.ec diacunud in detafl. oni-\

to help the Kala Mandalam in wha;-,
help. I also requont.od the Convener;
the Committee to f£ind out whetbqi‘:
considered as: centor of Exceuonéi;‘
to be known as comervat.or.tun.
after a detailed dj.lcuslion dm?‘ffdraft x'aport was

ptopared by you and 1!: wu read ;boﬂm:g}lll the: members.
in that-. report mY . viewp .uoondod by DLy ﬁ‘“mhariahi was
.anluded and the menbert aqned x\r.i,',__ ;c.‘nport.

But i.n the preunt; ‘observatian] gnde:‘rocmndation
no such refer-nce 1! given.

;mjs the UGC could

d {other members of
'.ftitution could bt
orle deemed universit

:1.

I, therefore} request you to*[ ] le:.the vital point
in the rocounondauon 80 .that an l'n?t.j.t! jiper‘iExcellenoe
may get a chance tp be conaidcrod 1ithe meeting of the
Commieaion. to bebeld jon Sth Jude,|2804 | '

e
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I request you tc place my lugqgnhefore
the meeting of tho Commission &nd.trf
ting; &hen only
I dould approve the report as a membatc: |

7 t&“f &:l\;?gﬁ_q.stion'
45 jagcepted to be placed in t:hel!w§~ ng;- it
;RN
With regards,

Yours, singgrely,

(Prof. (Dr.) INDRANI:CHAKRAVART I )
8hri OGuxcharan Singh,

Joint Secretary,

University Grants Commission,

Bahaduzr Shah Zafar Marg,
NEW DELHI~110 002, -

* e

Copy to Prof. B.H. Brigz Kishore i¥.l.s.,convener &
Chairman, National Council of Ruralilnstitutes,
Ministry of Human Resource  Development,:Govt. of India,
& Mamber, UGC, Sankar Bhawan, FatehiMaidan' Road,
Hyderabad-50004, for information,

(Prof,(Dr,)INDRANI CHAKRAVARTI)
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A ANNEXURE II TC ITEM NO. 7.18

@ 3236351, 23232701, 23237721, 23234116,
/ 3235733, 23232317, 23236735, 23239437

RvaPrIem SFRET s

TRIGE THC Hpf
7% Reeh-110 002
ﬁJGC Website : www.ugc.ac.in J UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
BAHADURSHAH ZAFAR MARG
NEW DELHI-110 002
F.6-16/99(CPP-) October, 2004
The Secretary
Kerala Kalamandalam,
Vallathal Nagar,
Cheruthuruthy-679 531
Kerala

Subject: Proposal for grant of Deemed to be University status to Kerala Kalamandalam,
Vallathal Nagar, Distt. Kerala

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter No. KKM/A1/018/1997 dated 31.1.2003 on the
above subject and to say that the report of the UGC Expert Committee which visited the Kerala
Kalamandalam on 11% - 12* December, 2001 was placed before the Commission in its meeting
held on 27® December, 2002 (Ttem No. 6.06). The Commission had decided to defer this item
until the finalisation of the new guidelines which were then under preparation. The
Commission in its meeting held on 13™ August, 2004 (ftem No. 5.01) has decided that the old

guidelines of the year 2000 for considering the proposals for declaring an Institution as Deemed
to be University be continued till the new guidelines are approved.

The UGC Expert Committee which visited Kerala Kalamandalam, Kerala on 11® -
12® December, 2001 has not recommended grant of Deemed Umversxty status to Kerala
Katamandalam, Kerala for the present.

The report of the UGC ExpértConmittcemDemdtobeUniversitystamstoKera!a
Kalamandalam, Kerala has been approved by the Chairman, UGC.

A copy of each of the report of Expert Committee and guidelines for Deemed to be
University (2000) is attached for your information and necessary action.

Yours faithfully,
# TR

o (V.K. Jaiswal)

Enel: As above IC_ Under Secretary
Copy to (along with the copy of Report of UGC Expert Committec)

1. The Secretary, Govemment of Kerala, Cultural Affairs (A) Department,

Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala) (Ref. 615/A-1/97/(CAD)
2. Sh. AK. Chaturvedi, Under Secretary (U.3), Govt. of India, Ministry of

Human Resource Development, Deptt. of Secondary & Higher Education,
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001, (F.9-11/93 (U.3). %~ VW

(V.K. Jaiow-n
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MINISTER FOR WELSAKE OF BACKWARD &
SCHEDULED COMMUNITIES AND
CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Deaar Vica Cheirman,

| woukt ke to invite your kind attention fo the disoussion which we had et UGC
Headquari¢s on 31 st of Januery regarding confarring Deemed University status 1o Kerals
MMMMMWMNMMWM Govemnment of Kecals,
Dapartmarit of Culture would iike to mesk our profound gratiude 1o you for ol the posiive -
steps from your side in the cacpacity of 8 well-wisher ¢f our endeavour.

Wae rwited Hon'ble Prima Minkslor of incdia to daciara this historical and prostigious status
t: el;uemln Kalamandam We are expecting Prime Mn}slerin Keralaon17th end 18th of

ary.

lhadadah!kﬁd&amsdmwmw T.K A Nab, PﬂmpalSoorotarytnPdmoneterh
this regand, He agread all possible help from his 64de, provided, we are able to subrol a copy -
of the docigration at laast by 16th of Februgry. | sincerely wish your presence during this
historical ocmu!on at Kerala Kalamandatam. We will send a formal Invitation to you

y after the conformation of Primse Minisier's programme.

Please tend the committee marnban at e earlest which will help you 9 paes necessary
ordors befota Prime Minksters proposed visit,

{ entrusted Shri. Remesh Kumar. C. , Dy. Director, PRD, Stationed at Kacada Houseto
oontact youin person for further followup in Dethi.

if you need any further detalis or danfications, pleass contact in my moblle (No:
9447415677 or Mr. Sureah (9447114484) who Is being posted ms Special officer In this regard.

We woudd like to have a copy of the bylaw ot statute of Tamil Nadu Cuttural Deesmed

Univergity or any other similar deamed university io frame @ constitution for the proposed
doorned universly. e

Thaniing you
Yours fattiully
Prof. Dr. V.N. Rejesakharsn Pilal AP WR
Vica Chéinnan,
University Grants Commisaion,
Bhahadiyrsha Zafar Merg,

New DalltCopy to: 1. Residens commissioner,
, New Delhi
2, So. Remash buinar DD, PRD /



