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An Act further to amend the Tamil Nadti Panchavatt Act,
T m :

B e it enacted bv the IjegisIaTtuie of the State of Tamil Nadu 
in the Twenty-fiirst Year of the Republic of India as follows

1. Short title and comtnencenient.— (1̂  This Act may be 
called the 'ramil Nadu Panchayats (Amendment) Act, 15)70.

(2) It shall come into force on such dat̂  ̂ as the State 
Government may, by notification, appoint.

2, .i innidincnt oj fiertiuii !•*,. 'I'liniil Nadu Act S .XXV ( f  
1958.—In section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, 1958 
(Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 1958) /hereinafter referred to as 
the principal Act), in sub-section (1).—

(i) in the opening paragraph, *for the woi'dw 'I'lie 
Inspector shall by notification ’ ’ .th e  words “  The Inspector ”  
shall be svibatituted;
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(ii) in clause (®), for the words “  classify and declwe 
every local area ” , the words “  may, by notificatiou. classify 
and declare every local area possessing urban characteristics 
and ”  shall be substituted;

(iii) in clause (b), for the words ”  classify and declare ” , 
the words “  shall, by notification, classify and declare ”  EhaJl 
be substituted;

(iv) in clause (c), for the words “  tipecify the i anie 
the words “ shall, by notification, specify the nam e”  shall 
be substituted.
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3. Amendment of section 5, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 
1958.— În section 5 of th-e principal Act, in sub-section (3), 
iu clause (b), after the words ‘ ‘ the members of the j-aii- 
chayat ”  occurring at the commencement, the words ‘ ‘ includ
ing the president ”  shall be inserted.

4. Amendment of section 7, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 
1958.— În section 7 of the prizicipal Act, in sub-section (4), 
in clause (i) am ter the word “  any ”  the word “  area ”  shall 
be inserted.

5. Amendment of section 10, Tamil Nadu A ct X X .\F  of 
1958.— In section 10 of the principal Act, in eub-eection (1). 
after the words ‘ ‘ members of a panchayat” , tlie brackets 
and words ‘ ‘ (exclusive of its president)”  shall be inserted.

^  Amendment of section 12, Tamil Nadu A ct X X X V  of  
1958.— In section 12 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2),—

fl) in clause (i), for the words “  all the membeis of 
panchayats and township committees” , the words "  all the 
members of panchayats and township committees and the 
presidents of panchayats ’ ’ shall be substituted;

(2) in clause (ii), for the words “  all the members of 
that panchayat or of that township committee ” , the words 
”  all the uieuiljeva and the president of that panchayat or 
all the memberfi o fthat townttiiip committee ”  shall be subs
tituted.

7. Ayneiidment of section 17, Tamil Nadu .4ct X.A'XV of 
1958.— section 17 of the principal Act, in the proviso to 
sub-sectnn (1), for the words “ six m onths” , the word* 
■' one year ”  shall be substituted.



8. Amendment of section 20, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 
1958.—In section 20 of tbie principal Act,—

(1) in sub-seclion (1), before the E,vj>lanatioii, the 
following proviso shall be inserted, namely :—

“  Provided that any person who is entitled to be 
included in a separate part of the electoral roll for such 
Assembly Constituency by virtue of a statement referred to in 
section 20 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 
(Central Act X L I I i  of 1950), shall not be eligible for being 
included in the electoral roll for the panchayat prepared for 
the purpose of this Act, unless he makes an application giving 
the particulars of his address in the village or town to the 
person authorised under sub-section (2) for sucb inclusion. ”  ;

(2) in sub-section (2j, Ijefore the Explanntion, the 
following proviso shall be inserted, nam ely;—

“  Provided that no alteration to the electoral roll shall 
be published after the last date for filing of nomination and 
before the notification of the results of election.” .

9. Amenduient of section 25, Tamil i\adu AcL X X X V  cf 
1958.— In section 25 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2), 
for the words “  at the (hite of nomination or election the 
words “  at the last date for filing of nomination or at the 
date of elect'.on ”  shall be substituted.

10. Substitution of new section for section 28. Tamil Xadu 
Act X X X V  of 1958.—  For section 28 of the principal Act, the 
following .Election shall be substituted, namely :—

"  28. Authority to decide questions of disqualification of 
members.— (1) Whenever it is alleged that any person who 
has been elected as a member of a panchayat or who becomes 
a member of a panchayat union council is not qualified or 
has become disqualified under sections 22, 24, 25, 26, or 27-A, 
the execntie authority or the conimissiovner, as the case may 
be, shall, by notice in writing, inform such member of the 
allegation and place the matter at the next meeting of the 
panchayat or panchayat union council. I f before the date 
of the expiry of two months from the date of receipt of sucli 
notice such' member does not apply to the prescribed judicial 
authority under sul)-.section (2), he shall become not qualified 
or disqualified from such date of expiry of the said two 
months.

(2) The executive authority or the commissioner, at 
the case may be, if so directed by the panchayat or panchayat 
union council or by the Inspector, shall, and any stch 
member or any other member may, apply to the nrjpscribed 
judicill authority whose decision on such'allegation ^hall be 
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(3) Where an application lias hern made under smh- 
sectiou (2), the member shall, pending decieion on such appli
cation. be entitled to act as if he is qualified or were not 
disqualified.

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall he deemed 
to affect the provisions of section 27.” .

11. Substitution of secUotis for sections 30, 31 atid 32 
of Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 1958.— ^For sections 30, 31 and 
32 of the principal Act, the fonowiug sections slTall be subs
tituted, namely :—

‘ ■ 30. Election of president.— (1) (a) Tlie president shall 
be elected by the persons whose names appear in the electoral 
roll for the panchayat from among themselves in accordance 
with such procedure as may be prescribed.

(6) If at an ordinary or casual election no president 
is elected, a fresh election shall be held :

Provided that a person who stands for election as 
president shall not })e eligiljle to stand for election as a 
member ;

Provided further that a person who stands for election 
as a member shall not be eligible to stand for election 
president:

Provided also that no member sltali be eligible to 
ufand for election as president.

(3) The election of the president may b» held 
ordinarily at the same tiniesu and in the same places as the 
ordinary elections of the members of the panchayat,

(3) The term of office of the president who is elected 
at an ordinary election shall, save as otherw'ise i;xf(res8ly 
provided in, or may be prescribed under this Act, be /ive year.'t 
beginning at noon on the day on which the vacancy occurs;

Provided that the Inspector may, by notification, for 
i^ufficient cause which sh*all be stated therein, direct that the 
term of office of the president of any panchayat or of the 
presidents of any class o f panchayats or of the president? of 
the panchayats in any panchayat union or of the presidents of 
all the panchayats be extended or reduced by such period not 
exceeding one year as may be specified in the notification.

(4) Any casual vacancy in the office of thfe president 
shall be filled by a fresh election and a person elected as 
president in any such vacancy shall enter upon office forth
with and bold office only so long as the person in whose place 
he is elected would have been entitled to hold office, if the 
vaciQcv had- not occurred.
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(5) Unless the Inspector otherwise directs, iio casual 
Tacancy in tbe office of the president shall be filled within' 
six months before the date on which the ordinary election of 
the president under sub-section (1) is due.

(6) The provisions of sections 2 3to 27 (both inclusive), 
27-A and 28 shall, as far as may be, apply in relation to the 
office of the president as they apply in relation to the office 
of an elected member of Ihe panchayat.

(7) The president shall he an f.r-oflicio member of 
the panchayat and shall have all the rights and privileges of 
an elected member of the panchayat.

31. Election of vice-president.— (1) The vice-president 
shall be elected by the panchayat from among ita members in 
accordance with such procedure as may be prescrilTed.

(2) If at an election held under sub-section (1), no 
vice-president is eleftpd. a fj'esli election shall be held ftr 
electing a vice-president.
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32. Cessation of offce of president and vic^-preftident.—  
The president or vice-president shall cease to hold office as 
inch—

(o') in the case of the president, on his becoming dis
qualified for holding the office or on his removal from office 
or on the expiry of his term of office or on his otherwise 
ceasing to be a president;

(b) in the case of the vice-president, on the expiry of 
his term of office as a member or on his otherwise ceasing to 
be a member.” .

12. Amendment of section 149, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 
1958.—In section 149 of the principal Act. after sub-section 
12), the following sub-section shall be added, namely

“  (3) I f  on a representation in writing made by the 
president, the Inspector is satisfied that due to the non-co
operation of the members with the president, the panchayat 
is not able to function, the Inspector may, by notification, 
authorise the president to perform, subi’ect to the control of 
the Inspector, such of the duties imposed upon the panchayafe 
by law and for such period not exceeding six months as mav' 
he ppecified in such notification. During the period lo r  which 
the president is so authorised, there shall be no maetlng of 
the panchayat,”



13. InseHion of neic section 149-̂ 4 in Tamil Nadu AcH 
X X X F  of 1958-— After eectioii 149 ot the principal Act, tlie 
following section shall be inserted, namely ;—

“  149-A. Removal of president.— (1) The Inspector—
(a) of his own motion, or
(b) on a representation in writing signed by not 

less than two-thii-ds of the sanctioned strength of the pan- 
rhayat containing a statement of charges against the president 
and presented in person to the Inspector liy any two of th* 
members of the panchayat.
if satisfied that the president wilfully omits or refuses to 
can-y out or disobeys any provision of this Act, or any rule, 
hy-iaw, regulation or lawful ojder ?nade or issued and'er this 
Act or abuses any power vested in him, the Inspector ghaTl, 
by notice in WTiting require the president to offer withhi a, 
specified date, his explanation with resffsct to his arts of 
ojiiission or commission mentioned in the notice.

(2) If the explanation is received within the specified 
date and the Inspector considers that the explanation is 
satisfactory, he may drop further action with respect to the 
notice. I f  no explanation is received within the specified 
date or if the explanation received is in his opinion not satis
factory, he shall forwaid to the tahsildar o fthe taluk a copy 
of the notice referred to in sub-section (1) and the explanation 
of the president if received within the specified date with a 
proposal for the removal of the president for ascertaining the 
views of the panchayat.

(3) The tahsildar shall then convene » meeting for 
th« consideration of the notice and the explanation, if any, 
and the proposal for the removal of the president, at the 
office oT the panchayat at a time appointed by the tahsildar.

(4r) A copy of the notice of the meeting shall be caused 
to be delivered to the president and to all the members of 
the punchayat l)y the tahsildar at least seven days before the 
date of the meeting.

(5) The tahsildar shall preside at the meeting con
vened under this section and no other person shall preside 
thereat. If, within half an hour appointed for the meeting, 
Ihe tahsildar is not present to preside at the meeting, the 
meeting shall stand adjourned to a tinie to be appointed and 
notified to the members and the president by the tah-siJdar 
under sub-section (6).

(6) If the tahsildar is unable to preside at the meeting, 
he may, after recording his reasons in writing, adjourn the 
meeting to such other time aa he may appoint. The date 
#0 appointed shall be not Uter tWan thirty days from th«
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appointed for the meeting under sub-section (3). Notice 
of not less than seven clear days shall be given to the mem
bers and the president of the time appointed for the adjourned 
m«eting.

(7) Sa^e as provided in sub-sections (5) and (6), »  
meeting convened for the purpose of considering the notice 
and the explanation, if any, and the proposal for the removal 
of the president under this section shall not for any reason, 
b* »djourned.

(8) As soon as tKe meeting convened under tliis 
aection is commenced, the tahsildar shall read to the 
panchayat the notice of the Inspector and the explanation, 
if »ny, of the president, for the consideration of which it haa 
been convened.

(9) The tahsildar shall not speak i)n the merits of th§ 
notice or explanation nor shall he be entitled to vote lat the 
meeting.

(10) The vie-ws of the panchayat shall be duly 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting and a copy of the 
minutes shall forthwith on the termination of the meeting 
b« forwarded by the tahsildar to the Inspector.

(11) The Inspector, may, after considering the views 
of Uie panchayat in this regard, in hia discretion either 
remove the president from ofi&ce by notification with effect 
Irom a date to be specified therein or drop further action.

(12) The Government shall have power to cancel any 
notification issued under sub-section (11) and may, pending 
a decision on such cancellation, postpone the date specified 
in such notification.

(13) Any person in respect of whom a notification has 
been issued under sub-section (11) removing him from the 
of&ce of president shall, unless the notification is jancelicd 
under sub-section fl2), be ineligible for election as presideut 
until the date on which notice of the next ordinary elections 
to the panchayat is published in the prescribed manner, or 
the expiry of one year from the date specified in such notifica
tion as postponed by the order, if any, issued under sub- 
•ection (12) whichever is earlier.” .
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14. Substitution of new section for section 150 Tamil 
Nadu Act X X X V  of 1958.— For section 150 of the ’principal 
Act., the following section shall be substituted, nam ely:—

“  150. Removal o f vice-president.— (1) If in the opinion 
of the Inspector, the vice-president wilfully omits or refuges 
to carry out or disobeys any provisions of this Act, or any



rule, by-law, regulation, or lawful order made or issued under 
this Act or abuses ariy power vested in him, the Inspector 
shall, by notice in writing, require the vice-president to offer 
within a specified date, his explanation with respect to his 
acta of omission or commission mentioned in the office.

(2) The provisions of sub-sections (2) to (13) (both 
inclusive) of section 149-A shall, as far as may be, apply in 
relation to the removal of the vice-president as they apply 
in relation to the removal of the president by the Inspector of 
hia own motion.” .

15. Amendment of section 152, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  of 
1958.— In section 152 of the principal Act,—

(1) in the marginal note, the words “  president or ”
siiall be omitted;

(2) in sub-section (1), the words “  president or ”  shall 
be omitted;

(3) in sub-section (2), the w'ords “  the president or
and “  as the case may be ”  shall be omitted;

(4) in sub-section (3), the words “  president or ”
wherever they occur shall be omitted;

(5) in sub-section (9), the words “  president or ”  shall 
be omitted;

(6) in sub-sectioii t.13), the words “  president or ”  and 
‘ ‘ as the case may be ’ ’ shall be om itted;

(7) in sub-section (14), the words “  president or "  shall 
be oj]ftitted;

(B) in sub-Mection (15), the words. “  president or ”  and 
“  at the case may be ”  shall be omitted.

16. Substitution of neu: section for aection 154, Tamil 
Nadu Act X XX  V uf 1958.— For section 154 of the principal 
Act, the following section shall be substituted, namely :—

“  154. Diasolution and supersession of ijanckayats.— (1)
If, in the opinion of the Government, a pailchayat is noti 
competent to perform or persistently makes default in per
forming the duties imposed on ‘it by law, or exceeds or 
abuses its powers, they may, by notification, direct,—

(o) that the panchayat be dissolved ’yvith effect from 
a specified date and reconstituted either immediately or with 
effect from another specified date after holding electiona to 
the office of the members as well as the president and vice
president; or
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(b) that the panchnyat be saperseded for a pexiod 
w)t exceeding one year from a specified date and reconstituted 
iither immediately or with effect from another specified date;

Provided that the Government may, for jufficienlf 
reason, extend the period of svipersession for a period not 
exceeding one year after the expiry of the period of one yew* 
from the date of such supersession.

(2) (a) (i) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub
section (5), the Government, if they think fit that in the 
interests of the panchayat, it is necessary to restore to olnce, 
the members and the vice-president holding office immediately 
before the date fixed for the supersession, they may, by 
notification issued before the expiry of the period of super
session direct such restoration with effect from a date specified 
in that notification. ' —

(ii) In case no such direction has been issued 
under sub-clause (i), fresh election shall be held to the office 
of the members including the vice-president but excluding the 
president of the panchayat.

(6) The members of the panchayat including its 
vice-president restored to their ofiices as aforesaid shall hold 
their offices only so long as they would have been entitled 
to hold BTich offices if the pa,nchayat had not been superseded.

(3) Before publishing a notification under sub- 
■ection. (1), the Government shall communicate to the pan
chayat, th« grounds on which they propose to do so, fix a 
reasonable period for the panchayat to show cause against 
the proposal and consider its explanations and objections, if 
»ny.

(4) On the date fixed for the dissolution of a pan
chayat rmdet snb-section (1>, all its members as well as its 
president and vice-president shall forthwith be deemed to 

have vacated their offices as such and there upon the provi
sions contained in the proviso fo sub-section (2) of section 11 
shall apply.

(8) (a) Subject to the provtsions of sub-section (2), 
on the date fixed for the supersession of the panchayat unde^ 
suVaection ,(1), all its members as well as the vice-presiden? 
shall forthwith be deemed to have vacated their offices as 
•uch, but the president shall continue in office for the residue 
of the term of office. During the period of supersession, the 
president shall, subject fo  the control of the Inspector 
Mercise the powers and discharge the duties of t^e panchayaj,
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(b) In eas» the office of the president is vaount on 
the date fixed for the supergession of the panchayat or falU 
vacant before the reconstitution of the panchayat, the provi
sions contained in the proviso to snb-section (2) of section 11 
shall apply.

(6) On the reconstitution of the panohayat after t,li:iê  
supersession referred to in clause (b) of sub-section (5), the 
Government may pass such orders as they deem fit aa to the 
transfer to the panchayat from the panchayat union council 
of the assets or institutions which were acquired by the 
panchayat union council during the period of supersession on 
behalf of ttfe panchayat and as to the discharge of the liabili
ties, if any, of such panchayat relating to such assets or 
institutions.

(7) In case the president or vice-president or s mem
ber of a panchayat -which is dissolved under this section is > 
the chairman or vice-chairman or a member of a panchayat 
■vinion council, he shall, with effect on and from thfe date of 
the dissolution, be deemed to have vacated his office as such 
chairman, vice-chairman or member notwithstanding’ any
thing contained in section 19.

(8) In case the vice-president or a member c f a 
panchayat which is superseded under this section ia th? 
chairman or vice-chairman or a member of a panchayat union 
comicil, he shall, with effect on and from the date of ''he 
supersession, be deemed to have vacated his office ;js snch 
chairman, vice-chairman or member notwithstanding anything 
contained in section IS*.

f9) On the redonstit'ution of th« panchayat iifter the 
dissolution, the Government TB»y pass such orders as they 
deem fit as to the transfer lo  the panchayat from the 
panchayat union council of the assets or institutions cvhich 
were acquired by the panchayat union council during the 
period of dissolution on behalf of the panchayat and as to 
the discharge of the liabilities, i f  any. of snch panchaynf 
relating to such asset's or instifutions,

(10) (a) In the case of a panchayat reconstituted 
after dissolution, the elected members including the president; 
»nd

(b) subject to thte provisions of sub-section (2). in 
the case of a panchayat recxsnstitutad aftor snparsesaion, the 
elected member*;

shall enter upon their offices on the dafe fixed for fts tfsoona- 
tifution and their term of office shall expire in such yew 
•nd on such date aa the Govemnveot may f i i . ” .
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17. AMendment of eection 178, Taittii Nadu Act X X X V  of 
J»58.—In section 178 of the principal Act, in sub-section (fi), 
after clause (viii), the following clause shall be added, 
namely:—

“  (viii-a) providing for the classification of resolutions of 
panchayatB as those involving financial implications or other
wise and for laying down the proportion of the sanctioned 
strength of panchayat with whosp support such resolution 
shall be carried;” .

18. Amendment of section 188, Tamil Nadu Act X X X V  
of 1958.— În section 188 of the principal Act,—

(1) in sub-section (2), after the v?ords, “  election of the 
members ” , the words and of the president ”  and after 
the words “  the newly elected members " ,  the words "  and 
the president”  shall he inserted;

(2) in sub-section (3), after the word “  members ”  in 
both the places where it occurs, the words "  and of the 
president *’ shall be inserted.

19. Saving.— Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
A d  or in the principal Act as amended by this AcC, thte 
president of a panchayat holding office as such on the date 
of the commencement of this Act, shall continue to hold 
office as such president for the residue of the term of office 
as if this Act had not be«n passed ;

Provided that any ordinary or casual vacancy arising after 
the date of the commencement of thin Act in the office of 
the president shall be filled in accordance with the provisions 
of the principal Act as amended by this Act.
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