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BACKGROUND

EDUCATION

Tripura in pre-independence days was a princely state and it merged into the Indian 

Union in October 1949. During the Rajas’ days, educational effort in the state was 

of a limited nature in the sense that educational institutions were set up mostly in 

the administrative centres to cater to the needs of the elite few of the society, while 

the vast rural areas inhabited mostly by the tribal people and other backward 

communities practically remained starved of educational facilities. On the eve of 

transfer of power in 1947, hardly 8% of the children of primary school-going age 

(6-11 years) were enrolled in schools. This is but one illustration to show that 

educational facilities provided during the Rajas’ days fell far short of actual needs 

of the people. The real break-through was however made with the advent of the 

five-year plans introduced in the early fifties. In 1941 the percentage of literacy in 

the state was 6.1.

The Education Directorate was set up in April 1953. Prior to that a few Inspectors 

of Schools who looked after educational development in the state were attached to 

the Secretariat Department of education. As work on educational development 

grew both in volume and intensity the Education Directorate had to be enlarged to 

keep pace with the programmes of expansion, and today the Education Department

A Note on the Activities and Structure of the
Education Department, Tripura
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K T̂ot<9 on tha A c tiv it ie s  and Ihi 'A
of the Eduo?}tton Den.qrtment, •

(Trlr>ur?i in  pre-Independence days w?\3 a princely- 

s t a t e  and I t  mer??«d in to  the  Indlj=in Hnlon In October,  1949. 

During the  Rajas* days ,  e d u c a t io n a l  e f f o r t  in the  s t a t e  

was of a l im i te d  n a tu re  in  .the sense t h a t  e '^ucatlonal  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  were s e t  up  mostly in  the a d m in i s t r a t iv e

c e n t r e s  to c a t e r  to  the  needs of the e l i t e  few o^ the
i

s o c i e t y ,  while  th e  v a s t  r u r a l  a reas  inhab i ted  mostly  by 

the t r i b a l  peoole and o the r  backward corrsnunltles n r a c -  

t i c a l l y  remained star^red of e d u c a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  fDn 

the  eve of t r a n s f e r  of  oower in  1^>I7, h a rd ly  o^ the  

ch i ld re n  of nrimary school-?;oln^ aft® (6-11  y e a r s )  were 

en ro l le d  in sc h o o ls .  This Is but one i l l u s t r a t i o n  to  

show t h a t  ed u c a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  provided durln?^ the 

R a ja s '  days f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  of  a c tu a l  needs o f  th e  neonle .  

The r e a l  b reak- through  was however made w ith  the ad^rent 

o f  the f iv e  y e a r  n lans  in troduced in  the  e a r l y  f i f t i e s .

Tn 1941 the percen tage  of l i t e r a c y  in  the  s t a t e  was 6*1.

The Education D i r e c to r a t e  was s e t  up  in  ^ p r l l ,1 9 5 3 •  

P r io r  to  t h a t  a few Irj<?nectors of Schools who looked a f t e r  

ed u ca t io n a l  development in  the  S ta te  were a t tached  to  the 

S e c r e t a r i a t  Department of Educa t ion ,  ^s work on e d u c a t io n a l  

development grew both in  volume and I n t e n s i t y  the  Education 

D i r e c t o r a te  had to  be enlarged to  k"^ep Pace with  the  

programmes of  expansion ,  and today the  Education Department
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i s  perhfips the btr^^est Depsirtm m t  In the  S ta te  from

the st?indpoint o f  such f a c to r s  as  number of  employees

engaged tn i t ,  budgetary  p r o v l s lo n y d lv e r s i ty  o f  schemes

and a rea s  of  o p e ra t io n  covering almost a l l  p a r t s  of the
Q

S ta te  Including even the deepes t  I n t e r i o r s .

Mr^ln Sectors  and Sub t l e c t o r 3 •

A c t i v i t i e s  of  th e  Education Department p r e s e n t ly  

f a l l  under the  th ra e  main s e c to r s  •

(A) General Sducation#

(B) Techn ica l  E duca t ion .

(C) Socia l  -^felfare.

( \ )  General Education covers tha fo l low ing  su b -sec to r s  -

(1) Elementary Educat ion .

(^) Secondary Educa t ion .

(3) TJniverstty Educat ion .

(4) Socia l  S<^ucation.

(5) Other E duca t iona l  Programmes

(a) Youth Welfare and P hys ica l  E duca t ion .

(b) Book P ro iu c t io n .

(c) Language Development.

(d) Development o f  A^^mlnlstratlon & D i r e c t io n .  

(6) C u l tu r a l  Programmes :

(a) Gomnilativon of  Gassettaers.

(b) Development of I^abindra Bhaban*



(c) Development of Crovt. Museum*

(d) Ormits to  TTon-Oovt* C u l tu ra l  Orgsinl s a t  ions*

(,e) Development o f  Oovt, Music College .

( f )  Proposed S ta te  Archaeologica l  Hnlt*

(g) Pr0T50sed S ta te  F o s s i l  Park .

(h) Development o f  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice s .

(B) Techn ica l  Kduca t ion*

Tnder Technica l  Education  we have a t  p re sen t  only 

two i n s t i t u t i o n s  bo th  ran by the  ^fovernment.

( l )  T r ipu ra  Sngineerinjt  Collej^e*

(?) P o ly techn ic  I n s t i t u t e ,

(G) S oc ia l  W elfare .

Tjnder S oc ia l  Welfare we have q u i t e  a few I n s t i ­

t u t i o n s  l i k e  Boys* Ornhanage ,^ r i r l s  ’ Ornh ana «̂ e j I n s t i t u t e  

f o r  th e  ^ / isually  ^Ta"^dIcanped (Blind School) .  I n s t i t u t e  

of Sneech R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f o r  Doaf and l e a rd -o f - ' r e a r ln g  

Children  (D saf and Dumb School,  Inf irmary  e t c .

The approved F i f t h  Plan o u t la y  on the  th ree  

s e c to r s  as a l s o  the Annual Plan p ro v is io n  fo r  the  cu r ren t  

y ea r  (1974-75) are sjiven below s-

F i f t h  P lan Annual Plan* 
T i n ' lakh  ( in  lakh s ) .̂

A. General Er^ucatlon -  515.00 50.00

Elementary Educat ion ,

(a) ^nder  Minimum Needs
?rogt»anr!e 195 #00 ?5 .00

(b) Othar than  Minimum
^Tesds Pro!»ramme, 45 .50  ? .0 0

-  ,0 «



Secondary 3 d u c n t im  

U n iv e r s i ty  coition,

Socln l  M u c a t lo n ,

Other E duca t iona l  Profjracimes 

C u l tu ra l  Programnes.

Tot ' l l  -  Ifenaral f^ducatlon -

B* Technica l  Sducafcton,

C« 3o c la l  Velfar«

-  4  -
F i f t h  Plan Annual Plan

'T IV D  T'7T\L -

146.05 9 .15

49.00 5.00

14.95 ^>.00

41,00 3.65

?3.50 3 .?0

515.00 50.00

34.00 5.00

15*00 3.00

564.00 58.00

I t  may be seen t h ^ t  a l i t t l e  more than 10

p e rc e n t  of the t o t a l  f i f t h  Plan o u t la y  has been a l l o t t e d  

f o r  v a r io u s  schemes to  be imnlemanted dur ing  the f i r s t  

y ea r  of the F i f t h  Plan* I t  i s  r e l« v a n t  to  in ant ion here 

t h n t  in  a ' d i t i o n  to  a ( > n t r a l l y  -  sponsored scheneg 

th-ire are  now in na t ion  61 schemes in  the 3 tn te  s e c to r  

to  ca rry  on '^evelontient under the  th ree  heads s t a t e d  above*

S e c to ra l  D e t a i l s .

Slementary Education*

Elementary Education covers th e  f i r s t  e i ^ h t  y ea rs  

of schooling  from Class I  t o  Class V I I I .  I t  has two staf^^s • 

iDrl^ary and middle .  Primary E'^ucatlon c o n s i s t s  of the f i r s t  

f i v e  c l a s s e s (1-7) and is  meant f o r  c h i ld re n  in  the afje 

group 6-11  y e a r s j  while m idd le -s tage  educa t ion  c o n s i s t s  

o f  the nex t  th r e e  c l a s s e s  V I-V III  and i s  meant f o r  

c h i ld re n  in  the  age-group 11-14,



Elementary Educs^tlon Is f r e e  throughout the  S tnte  

f o r  f i l l  catef^ories of s tudents#  I t  Is  ?ilso, by and 

l ^ r g e ,  co-educ?ition?\l in  n a tu re  excepting  in  the ^ew 

middle schools and a t tach ed  ml(^dle s e c t io n s  o f  ^M.gh 

Schools ^v^hlch a re  meant e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r  c^lrls*

P r iv a te  e n t e r n r l s e  In the development of elementary 

educa t ion  I s  ^revy I n s i g n i f i c a n t .  Go^^ernment 

account f o r  more than 95 pe rcen t  of  the I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

and the few schools  un^ler p r iv a t e  manaf^ement rece ive  

s u b s t a n t i a l  a id  from the  'Government• E^^ucatlon In Trinura  

Is run almost e n t i r e l y  by the  Gô r<5TTim*nt, because what 

has been s t a t e d  in regard to  elementary educa t ion  eq u a l ly  

a p p l i e s  to  o th s r  sta?^es of educa t ion  too*

/Vt the  end of a nrimary school covered

an average a rea  of sq# km*, while a mif^dle school 

covsred 1?*6 sq*km* All Ind ia  f i g u r e s  in  t h i s  regard 

in  1971 were 8*1 and 37*1 sq* km. resp^^c tive ly .

Other f i g u r e s  In regard to  number of schoo ls ,  

enro lment,  enrolment p e rcen tag e ,  number of t e a c h e r s  e t c * ,  

as worked out p r o v i s io n a l ly  a t  the end of 1973-74, along 

with th e  proposed t a r g e t  of  the  F i f t h  Plan are  given below:-

1973*74 1974-79
PT^imary t Middle t Primary ( m 1(1 die*

-  5  -

(a)  Number of  Schools -  1653 *>6l ?553 335
(b) Enrolment -  ? ,0 0 ,0 0 0  4S,?00 c>,46,800 7?,000
(c) Enrolment p e rce n tag e -  83'f 40^ 95%^% 54*5"^
(d) Number of Teachers .  5 ,^?9 ‘5,156 5,929 ?,4S6



The curr icu lum fo r  the Drlm^iry schools  I s  framed 

stnd approved by the  S<^ucatlon D tre .c to ra t# , and the 

d e t a i l e d  sy l lab u s  I s  worked out In c o l l a b o r a t i o n  with 

the  Teachers* Training; Colleges and o th e r  ex p e r t s
.1

a v a i l a b l e  In the  f i e l d .  \ t  the middle starve, howe'^^er, 

the  sy l l ab u s  as Drescribed by the  Board lecon^ary 

S 'l^ca t lon ,  West Ben^»al, Is  followed because th e  secon­

dary schoo ls  o-̂  the S ta te  are  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  th e  Bonrd 

of Secondary Education ,  West Bengal and the  th ree  

C lasses  (VI-VItT) of  the  middle stapje c o n s t i t u t e  a 

n a r t  of  secondary educa t ion  both  In West Ben?;al and 

In our S ta te*  ^ t  the  primary stafje th e re  Is a T«xt 

Book Advisory Committee to  advise  the  Education  D irec ­

t o r a t e  on m a t te r s  nar ta ln ln f ;  to  ^ r e p a r a t io n  and s e l e c t io n  

o f  t e x t  books. I n c id e n ta l l y  i t  may bo mentioned t h a t  

we have tw® n a t io n a l i s e d  t e x t  books In B«nf;all and 

Ari thmetic  f o r  C lasses  I  and 11  ̂ These books were 

nrepared and published  by the  Education D i r e c to r a te  

In 197‘>-73,

Teacher t r a i n i n g  a t  the  nrimary s tage  I s  conducted 

In the th re e  Basic  Tra in ing  Colleges s i t u a te d  In the 

th re e  d i s t r i c t s *  These c o l leg e s  are  meant f o r  un^’e r -  

g raduate  te a ch e rs  and th e  s tandard of t r a i n i n g  o b ta in ing  

in  our S ta te  compares very favourab ly  with  t r a i n i n g  

programmes e x i s t i n g  in  o th e r  S ta tes*  The under-g radua te  

t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  programme i s  of  one y e a r ’s i u r a t i o n  

and the  s e s s io n  runs from January to  December* Tra in ing

-  6 -



I s  e n t i r e l y  in s e rv l c e  In ch«ir?icter tn  the  sense th?it 

only those who a re  a l ready  annolnted as te ac h e rs  are  

sen t  to  the  t ra ln ln f ;  co l leg e s  by the Rdunatlon D irec ­

t o r a t e  on der^utatlon with th e  b e n e f i t  of -^ull nay an<̂  

allow^inces p lus  monthly s t ipend  of  5 0 / - .

In so e o t lo n  - Insr>ection of primary and middle schools 

Is  c a r r i e d  out by the In sp ec to rs  of Schools posted a t  

the  s u b - d lv l s l o n a l  l e v e l .  We h=ive now 1*5 In sp e c to ra te s  

in  the  10 sub-dlvlsloTis of  the S ta t e ,  the  a d d i t i o n a l  

two being lo'^j^ted In Sadar and Dh^rnanaJ^ar sub - 'H v ls ions  

in  view of Inrj^eness of  t h e i r  s i z e .  The In sp ec to rs  of 

Schools are a s s i s t e d  in  t h e i r  day- to -^ay  work by A ss t t .  

In sp e c to rs  o f  Schools and Sub-Inspec to rs  of Schools .

Each Sub-Inspec to r  of  Schools i s  placed in charfje of a 

C i r c l e  in  the s u b - d iv i s io n  whid^ may be termed as the 

lowest  u n i t  of  su p e rv is io n  under charfje of an Inspectinf: 

O f f i c e r .  The In sp ec to rs  of  Schools ,  A s s i s ta n t  In spec to rs  

of Schools and Sub-Inspec tors  of Schools have sp e c i f ied  

d u t i e s  and a rea s  o f  work in  re?^ard to  a d m in i s t r a t io n  and 

su p e rv is io n  of e lementary  schools in  the  s u b -d lv i s Io n s .

S t^ ta  Tn3t t t u t .  of Educatlon>-  tn  197?> the 3t ^ t*  I n s t i t u t e  

of Education was s e t  up to  under take  programmes of q u a l i ­

t a t i v e  improvement a t  the elementary l e v e l .  /Vt n resen t  I t  

i s  implementln«5 a ^rriCIilP - a s s i s t e d  sc ience pro?;ramme 

f o r  improvement of  sc ience  teachinft in  the elementary 

sc h o o ls .  Other prof^rammes of q u a l i t a t i v e  Impr'ovement are 
expected to be under taken  s h o r t ly  ns the I n s t i t u t e  i s  pr©- 

vided with adequate s t a f f  f o r  t h i s  purpose.

-  7 -



vSftConrlary lSiuG*ittQn»

^3 s ta t«f1 , s t c o n ’ary schools in  TrlDurs. *tre

« f f i l l e t e d  t o  the  B®^rd of  Stcnrviaiy S'1uc<\tlon, ’̂ est Benf^al. 

Curriculum, s y l l a b u s ,  examln^^t^on, publlc?i t lon of r<9s u l t s  

e t c .  nre  a l l  ^one by the  ’Mst Bengal 3oar<1. Last y e a r ,  

however, an Act ha<il been passed by the  T r inu ra  Laf^lslativ# 

Assembler to  s e t  up a 3«condary IS^ucatlon Board In our 5>tnt« 

w ith  a '/lew to r e g u la t in g  secondary educa t ion  In terms o f  

re/»lonal needs a;id l o c a l  f e a tu re s*  The Board i s  axnected to  

be s e t  up soon*

S n ro laen t  -  The number of  secondary schools  In th e  S ta te  

a t  p r e s e n t  I s  107 out  ®f which 83 a re  f»oveTm«nt schools  

and ?4 non-f joyennan t  schools* At the «^d of 19'7i-7^ a 

secondary school s e c t io n  covered in  a’̂ erat^e a rea  o f  4?*8 

sq* km. wh<9r ea s  the a l l - I n d i a  fif^u^e in  t h i s  r e s o e c t  was 

91*7 sq* km. Other r e le v a n t  fixtures in  rep^ard t o  school 

enro lm ent,  enrolment nercentaf^e, number o^ te a c h e rs  ard 

nercentai^e of  t r a in e d  te a c h e rs  e t c . ,  as  worked out p ro v i ­

s i o n a l l y  a t  the end of 1973-74, as a l so  proposed tarf^ets  

of  the  f i f t h  f i v e  y ea r  Dlan a re  shown below :

1973^74 1974-79.

Enrolment -  ?r?,600 \37 ,300

Percentar^e -  ‘̂ ?*5'^ 31.3'^

Teachers -  1 ,598 1,6*^3

Percentage o f  -  70 .^«  9 0 .0 ^
Trained Teachers .

--------------- --------

ft

3 -

\
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The !T«?idm«istars and A s s t t .  Hea^lraasters our 

^^ijf'hsr Sacondjary* and ^Tlj^h Schools ?\re rj^zetted t e a r s  

and thes Headmaster Is  the  Head of Office* .Sijr^^rvlslon 

o f  the secondq;ry schools  i s  d m e  mostly by the  D y .D irec to rs  

o f  3 iu c a t io n  in  a d d i t io n  to  ac c a s lo n a l  v i s i t s  na'^e by 

the  D i r e c to r  o f  Sducat ion  h im s e l f .

Zon a l  O ff ices  Xn o^'der to strencjthen edu c q t io n a l  

a d m in i s t r a t io n  in  the  3 t a t e ,  th r e e  Zonal O ff ices  have 

been s e t  up in the  d i s t r i c t s  very r e c e n t ly  -  eatf4  under 

charge of a Dy. D i r e c to r  of ISducation. The Zonal O ff ices  

w i l l  s t a r t  normal fu n c t io n in g  very  soon. Dy. D i re c to r s  

of ^"^ucatlon have a l read y  been posted and o th e r  s t a f f  

a re  moving to o .  S e t t ing  ud of the  Zonal O ff ices  w i l l  go 

a long way in  toning up e d u c a t io n a l  suT)ervlslon In the 

d i s t r i c t s  and thereby  imDroving the  stan'^ard o f  educa t ion  

in  th e  S ta te  as a whole*

Guldanc* Bursau -  Th«r« Is n Buraau of E^uc<iti onal qnd 

V oca t iona l  Guidance headed by a Guidance O f f ic e r  un^er  the  

E^^ucatlon D i r e c t o r a t e  to  serve the  needs of secon^^ary 

school s tu d en ts  in  r e s p e c t  of ed u c a t io n a l  and v o c a t io n a l  

in fo rm at io n .

Trainin?> College -  There is  a Secondary T ea ch e r s ’ Tra in ing  

College in  T r ip u ra  to  provide p r o f e s s io n a l  t r a i n i n g  to  the 

t e a c h e r s  o f  secondary schools* This co l lege  is  a f f i l i a t e d  

to the U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a lcu t ta  who ex e rc i s e  comnlete accademic



and su D s rv ls i ry  c o n t ro l  over th«  c o l l a g e .  This co l lege  

Is well-equipped  from *ill ?^sp«cts such as b u i ld in g ,  

h o s t e l s ,  l lb r« iry ,  Inbor^itory and has an In take cap ac i ty  

of 150/130 par  y e ^ r .  Tt i s  es t im ated  t h a t  by the  end 

of the f i f t h  plan 90^ ©f our secondary te a ch e rs  w i l l  

be train<3d.  Secondary te a ch e r  t r a i n i n g  a l s o  i s  mostly 

i n s e r v i c e  In charac te r*

^Tnlversity E duca t ion .

There a re  s ix  degree c o l leg e s  in  the  fJtate -  

fo u r  a t  A gar ta la  p ro p e r ,  one a t  K a i la sahar  In the  'Torth 

D i s t r i c t  and the  o th e r  a t  Belonla  in  the  South D i s t r i c t .

One (Jovernraent co l leg e  a t  Agarta la  i s  nean t  e x c lu s iv e ly  

f o r  g i r l  s t u d e n t s .  Three c o l le g e s  are  completely govemment- 

raanaged i n s t i t u t i o n s  while  the  o th e rs  are  o f  snonsored /  

aided tyrje. L ib e r a l  g r a n t - i n - a i d  i s  orovl'^ed to  these  

t h r e e  mn-government c o l l e g e s .

All the co l leg e s  nre af^ iT la te '^  to  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  C a lc u t ta ,  There a re  19 Arts and Science su b je c t s  in  

which p ro v is io n  e x i s t s  f o r  teach ing  upto  honours s tan d a rd ,

In ad d i t io n  to  numerous pass course s u b je c t s .  M.A. A M.5?c. 

courses  are  a l s o  taugh t  in  two s u b je c t s  -  Mathematics 

and Sconomics in  one of  the  lefrree c o l le g e s  a t  A g a r ta la .  

P re sen t  enrolment in  th s  s ix  co l leg e s  stand a t  6850. Tt 

is  e s t im a ted  by the  end o^ th e  f i f t h  n lan th e  number 

w i l l  exceed 10 , 000. Already th e re  Is an in c re as in g  demand 

f o r  more c o l le g e s  in  the  North and South D i s t r i c t s .  But 

the se  could not be s e t  up owing to reduced a l l o c a t i o n s  

provided by the Planning Commission f o r  c o l l e g i a t e  ed uca t ion .

-  10  -



To exteri'i f u r t h e r  the f n c l l l t l f t s  of postfjrn'^uates 

t e ^ c h in s ,  n pror>os?il has  been t o  th« ^n i^^srs l ty

Grants Conmlsslon, Nev D elh i ,  to np^rova es tnb l tshm en t  of 

TJnlvers?-ty Centra In Trlr)ura un^’a r  th» C a lcu t ta  

to  in t roduce  H./l. courses  i ^ t h r ^ ^ m o r e  s u b je c t s  nj^raely, 

E n g l i sh ,  Bengali  and Tt i s  expected

th.-^t the  proposed U n iv e r s i ty  Centre w i l l  come in to  being 

during  the  cu r r en t  f i n a n c i a l  year* To begin  w i th ,  t h i s  

ITniversity Centre w i l l  f u n c t io n  as a nucleus o f  p o s t ­

g raduate  s tu d i e s  in o rder  t h a t  i t  may develop in to  a 

f u l l - f l e d g e d  u n i v e r s i t y  during  a subsequent p lan  n e r io d .

Other M^ijor Progranmes »

Among o the r  progra’nmes mention may be raa^e of 

S oc ia l  Education ,  P h y s ica l  Education incluf^ing Book

Produc t ion  and Language Development and /Vdminlstration 

and D i r e c t io n .

S o c ia l  Education*

Tha S oc ia l  Education s e c t io n  which i s  headed by a 

Dy. D i r e c to r  c o n s t i t u t e s  a major wing of  a c t i v i t y  of  the 

Education D i r e c t o r a t e .  I t s  main f i e l d  o f  a c t i v i t y  i s  ad u l t  

l i t e r a c y  but i t  a l s a  o p e ra te s  * few subsif^lary programmes 

l i k e  balwadi educa t ion  (nurse ry  e d u c a t io n ) |  women*s w e l f a r e ,  

f i lm  shows, farmers* l i t e r a c y  p r o j e c t  e t c .  At n resen t  we 

have 375 s o c i a l  educa t ion  c e n t r e s  in  the S t a t e .  Below the 

D i r e c t o r a t e  l e v e l  t h e r e  are  t h r e e  D i s t r i c t  Of‘*^lces «ach
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under charfja of a D i s t r i c t  Insr)actor of  S oc ia l  I^ducntlon 

to  superv ise  f\nd Implement s o c i a l  educa t ion  pro?»rarimes In 

the d i s t r i c t s .  0»ir contemplat ion  Is  to  s e t  up nflf^ltlonal 

1000 S oc ia l  Education Centres In the S ta te  durlnf; the  

f i f t h  p la n .

Phys ica l  Education ,

P hys ica l  Education Sect ion  i s  ano the r  important 

brand-i of a c t i v i t y  of the ^ u c a t l o n  D i r e c t o r a t e .  This  

s e c t io n  to© i s  headed by a Dy, D i r e c t o r ,  and below him 

there  a re  th re e  Super in tenden ts  of P hys ica l  iSducation in 

the  D i s t r i c t s .  T r i p u r a ’s achievement in  the  f i e l d  of  

sp o r t s  and games p a r t i c u l a r l y  In swimming and gymnastics -  

has been remarkable du r ing  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  and T r lnura  

boys and g i r l s  have won l a u r e l s  in  s e v e ra l  n a t io n a l  compe­

t i t i o n s .  There i s  a Regional Coaching Centre a t  A garta la  

o f fe r in g  s p a c ia l i s e d  coaching f a c i l i t i e s  In swimming, 

gymnastics and oth*r indoor and outdoor games.

Bo®k Production  <S: Language Development * The T>ublicatlon 

7 n l t  under  the 'Education D i r e c t o r a t e  a t t e n d s  to  such work 

as n r s p a r a t l o n  and p u b l i c a t io n  of  books, b o o k le t s ,  b rochures ,  

souvenirs  e t c .  P r in t i n g  of n a t io n a l i s e d  t e x t  books f o r  

C lasses  T and XI is  als© looked a f t e r  by t h i s  u n i t .  This 

u n i t  i s  p r e s e n t ly  under  charge of a P u b l ic a t io n  O f f ic e r  

having the rank of a !>/• D i r e c to r  of  Education .

Ther*) Is  a l s o  a T r ib a l  Langua-'^e v'lJell under the  

IilHuc*itlon D i r e c t o r a t e  to  a t t e n d  to  development o f  T r l p u r l ,  the 

major t r i b a l  language of the S t a t e ,  and to  suggest  ways and 

means by which teach ing  may be Imparted to  t r i b a l  s tuden ts
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in  the  lowest cl*is<3as through the  medium of mother tongue -  

th^it Is  I T r lpu r l*  The M u c ^ t lo n  D i r e c to ra t e  have alrea<^y 

pub l ished  a number of  books on the s u b je c t ,  such as 

T r l p u r i  Primer,  a T r lp u r l  ^»ranni«r, a Trlpuri-Benf^ali  -  

E n g l i sh  d i c t i o n a r y ,  a book of  conversa t ion  in  T r ip u r i  

and English  and a l s o  some books on T r l p u r l  f ^ l k  t ^ l e s .

The i s su e  o f  impart ing educ^^tion through K ak-barak (T rlpur i)  

has become a s a n s l t l v e  one now-a-days havin'^ some deer^er 

p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r to n es ,  and t h i s  i^ssue n o s s lb ly  i s  going 

to  engage the a t t e n t i o n  o f  the  Education  D i r e c to r a te  fo r  

some time to  come* I t  Is however to  be mentioned in  t h i s  

con tex t  t h a t  T r lp u r i  i s  y e t  to a t t a i n  the  s t a t u s  of  a 

fuIl^f lJ idged language and with I t s  l im i ted  vocabulary  

i t  v i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  p repare  books In d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s  

f o r  h ig h e r  c lasses*

C u l tu ra l  Programmes*

As s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  c u l t u r a l  programmes Include such 

Items as <?ovt. Music College ,  -lovt* Museum, L ib ra ry  S erv ices ,  

Rablndra Bhaban, proposed A rchaeo log ica l  ^ n i t  and S ta te  

f o s s i l  Park a t e .

I n s t i t u t i o n s  and o rg a n is a t io n s  under Technical  

Sducsitlon and Socia l  Welfare have been mentioned a t  Pa^e 5*

Topica l  I ssues  o f  A '^mlnls tra tIve Import?ince*

1* Primary iSduc^tion i s  going t o  bs th e  s in g l e  b ig g e s t  endea­

vour du r ing  the  f i f t h  o lan .  Enrolment t a r g e t  i s  which 

i s  almost u n iv e r s a l  educa t ion  excluding  the b l i n d ,d e a f  and
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othor r«t^ir<^ed imfi han^IcnDoad chlHr«n* Tssu«3 reciiilring 

su s ta in ad  a t t e n t i o n  a t  th«  primary stafje a re  i qua l l ta t l^^e  

Impr:>venient, improving atten'^Jance jrafiuclnft wastage and 

s t a g n a t i o n ,  s trengtheninf ;  the  in s p e c t io n  system and 

invo lv ing  the lo c a l  coramunltles In a more a c t iv e  way.

At th^  secondary stage .the I s sues  to  be tacklef^ *n a 

p r i o r i t y  b a s i s  are  10 + -f 3 p a t t e r n ,  in t r o d u c t io n  ©f 

v o c a t io n a l  courses ,  s e t t i n g  up our own Board of Secondary 

Hlduc«itlon and b e t t e r  In sp e c t io n  of secondary schoo ls .

3, T r ib a l  Education  noses a big cha l lenge fr'>ni s e v e ra l  

d i r e c t i o n s  -  which may be summarised as  fo l low s  i

( i )  T r i n u r a ’s e d u c a t io n a l  problems are  b a s i c a l l y  nrobleras 

o f  th e  r u r a l  e d u c a t io n .  of the S ta te  *s popu la t ion  

c o n s i s t s  of the t r i b a l  people .  To s a t i s f y  t h e i r  

In c reas in g  demand f o r  educa t ion  through t r i b a l  

language,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  have to be paid toward 

development of the major t r i b a l  language -  T r i p u r i ,

( i i ) T r l b a l  v i l l a g e s  and h a b i t a t i o n s  are  very  s n a i l  in  

s iz e  and nre s c a t t e r e d  -  f a r  away from one 

a n o th e r ,  *?eparated by h i l l y  t e r r a i n  and streams*

Thus i t  i s  s c a rc e ly  p o ss ib le  fo r  a school to  sonre 

raoro than  one v i l l a g e  or hamlet* Consequently the  

s iz e  of  the ponu la t ion  and a rea  served by a school 

becaraes very much r e s t r i c t e d ,

( i l l ) T h i s  exp la in s  why we have about 675 s in g l e  

t e a c h e r  primary sc h o o ls .  "^heTe ' t̂'e about 6,000 

small  r u ra l  h a b i t a t i o n s  in  T r ip u ra .  Nearly 75,t
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tn  th« lowest cl*iss8 3 through the  medium of mother tongue -  

t h ^ t  i s  I T r l p u r i .  th e  M u c ^ t lo n  D i r e c to r a te  have alreaf^y 

publ ished  a number of books on the s u b je c t ,  such as 

T r l p u r i  Primer,  a T r lp u r l  'Iranraar, a Trlpurl-Benf^a ll  -  

E n g l i sh  d l o t t o n a r y ,  a book of conversa t ion  in  T r lp u r i  

and Snfjllsh and a l s o  some books on T r l m r l  f ^ l k  tn l e s *

The Issue  of  impart ing educa t ion  throui;h K ak-barak (T r lpur i )  

has become a s a n s l t l v a  one now-a-days havlnf» some deeper  

p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r to n e s ,  and t h i s  Issue n o s s lb ly  i s  ?^olnf» 

to  engafje the a t t e n t i o n  of  the  Fiducatlon D i r e c t o r a t e  f o r  

some time to  come* I t  Is  however to  be mentioned in  t h i s  

con tex t  t h a t  T r lp u r i  i s  y e t  to  a t t a i n  th e  s t a t u s  of  a 

full-fl!td«Ted lanfjua^e and with i t s  l im i ted  vocabulary  

i t  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  p repare  books In d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s  

f o r  h ig h e r  c lasses#

C u l tu ra l  Programmes,

As s t a t e d  a a r l i e r ,  c u l t u r a l  programmes Include such 

Items as Oovt. Music College ,  l o v t .  Museum, L ib ra ry  S erv ices ,  

Hablndra Bhaban, proposed A rchaeo log ica l  ^ n l t  and S ta te  

f o s s i l  Park a t e .

I n s t i t u t i o n s  and o rg a n i s a t io n s  under Technica l  

Education arid Socia l  Welfare have baen mentioned a t  Pat«

T®pical Is sues  o f  A^ 'mlnls tra tIve Importance*

1* Primary iSducation i s  going t o  bs the  sln?^le bli^ft^st endea­

vour du r ing  the  f i f t h  olan* ISnrolment t a r g e t  i s  06 '̂  which 

i s  almost u n iv e r s a l  educa t ion  excluding  the b l i n d ,d e a f  and
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othor  r«tar<^ed and handlcnDDed ch i ld ren*  I s su es  r e q n l r in g  

su s ta in e d  a t t e n t i o n  a t  th e  primary s tage  a re  s qualltatl '^^e 

Impr:)vement, impr'^vlng a t tendance  , reducing; wastage and 

s t a g n a t i o n ,  s t reng then ing  the  in s p e c t io n  system and 

invo lv ing  the l o c a l  communities in  a more a c t iv e  way,

?• \ t  th^  secondary s tage .the I s su es  to  be tackle?^ ®n a 

p r i o r i t y  b a s i s  a re  10 + ^ + 3 p a t t e r n ,  in t ro f luc t ion  of 

v o c a t io n a l  cou rses ,  s e t t i n g  up our own Board of ?5econdary 

^•duc*ition and b e t t e r  ins^^ectlon of secondary schoo ls .

3. T r ib a l  Education  noses a b ig  cha llenge fr^ra se^reral 

d i r e c t i o n s  -  which may be summarised as  fo l low s  t

( I )  T r l o u r a ’s e l u c a t i o n a l  problems are  b a s i c a l l y  nroblems 

of  r u r a l  ed u c a t io n .  29% of the S ta te  *s popu la t io n  

c o n s i s t s  of the t r i b a l  oeople .  7o s a t i s f y  t h e i r  

in c re a s in g  demand f o r  educa t ion  through t r i b a l  

language,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  have to be paid toward 

developmwnt of the major t r i b a l  language -  T r l p u r l .

( I I ) T r ib a l  v i l l a g e s  and h a b i t a t i o n s  aro very  s n a i l  in  

s iz e  and are scatterwd -  f a r  away from one 

an o th e r ,  separa ted  by h i l l y  t e r r a i n  and s tream s.

Thus i t  i s  s c a rc e ly  p o ss ib le  fo r  a school to  sor^re 

more than  one v i l l a g e  or ham let .  Consequently the  

s i z e  of  the  p o pu la t ion  ard a rea  served by a school 

becames very much r e s t r i c t e d ,

( l i l ) T h l s  ex p la in s  why we have about 675 s in g l e  

t e ach e r  t>rimary s ch o o ls .  T'here are about 6,000 

small r u r a l  h a b i t a t i o n s  in  T r ip u ra .  Nearly 75%
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of  than hive r\ popu la t ion  b«low *^00. There a re  about 

150 schools  which h*iv« an enrolment between i l - ^ O  

s tu d e n t s .  Thsse schools a r e  loca ted  mostly  in  the 

t r i b a l  a r e a s .  S iu c a t io n  in  these  small  r u r a l  schools  

i s  a vary f l i f f i c u l t  p ro p o s i t io n  both from a d m in i s t r a ­

t i v e  an<̂  p ro fe s s io n a l  s tandD oin ts .

( iv )T eache rs  w ith  p resc r ib ed  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  are  not found in  

su f f ie i t^n t  numbers among the t r i b a l  cornmunititjs. So 

n o n - t r i b a l  t e a c h e r s  have to  be nosted in t r i b a l  a r e a s .  

The ne^id to  r)laee the' r i f jh t  tyna o f  te a c h e rs  who w i l l  

W3rk w ith  c o r r e c t  annroach and a t t i t u d e  among the  

t r i b a l  canmunit les  c=?'not be over emphasized*

(v) ,\s s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  the  ques t ion  o f  medium of  i n s t r u c t i o n  

i s  becoming a controve-^sial  i s sue  and creating? a l o t  o f  

m isgiv ing  in  the t r i b a l  mind,

(v i )  The average r a t e  o f  wastage and s ta g n a t io n  among the

t r i b a l  s tu d e n ts  i s  a la rm ing ly  h ig h ,  and i t  I s  g e n e ra l ly
oLLvOt̂

b e l iev sd  t h a t  about 75€ .of the  primary^drop out of th e  

school system before  comrDleting the f i r s t  f iv e  years  

of  schoo l ing .

(v i l )Soc io -econom ic  f a c t o r s  stand in  the way of spreading 

educa t ion  among the  t r i b a l  T^eonle, The e n t i r e  f a n i l y  

g e ts  engaged in  food ques t  when the  t r i b a l  neople face  

5̂32®̂ hard days dur ing  lean  months of the y ea r  . I t  i s  

^sxtremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  b r ing  the  ch i ld re n  of s h i f t i n g  

c u l t i v a t o r s  w i th in  th e  fol<ff o f  e'^nc'»tlon un^er  e x i s t i n g

c o n d i t io n s .
i'"
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(v i i l ) T h e  need i s  to  d i s c o v e r  develop t r i b a l

t a l e n t s  and t r a i n  them up to th« h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le
I

st^indard so t h a t  young boys and ^ i r l s  cai’ a c t  as 

p a c e - s e t t e r s  In the conKaunity and j u s t  not

become m is f< ts  In t h e i r  s o c i e ty .

4 .  . t̂ t h e  co l l8 j» ia te  s tage th e  imme^inte i s su e  i s  how 

we can reduce th<̂  Increas ing  p re s su re  admission 

in to  the colle^^es which u l t i m a t e l y  swells  unamployed 

manpovrer*

5 .  By e s t a b l i s h in g  the Zonal O ff icas  un e r  charj^e of a 

Dy. D i r e c to r  of  Sduc 'i t i in^ the  f i r s t  s t e p  a t  decen­

t r a l i s a t i o n  of a d m in i s t r a t io n  has been taken* Follow 

up measures r e q u i r e d  to  be taken are  s t ren g th en in g  of 

the  Tnsoec to ra tes  ard in t e n s i f y in g  s i iperv is ion  of 

schools  to  improve th e  q u a l i t y  of educa t ion  throughout 

th e  State*
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A d m in is t ra t iv e  S t ru c tu r e ,

The ?^dTninistr??tive and h i e r a r c h i c a l  n*ittarn of 

the  S'^ucation Depnrt i s  st«^ted <fenarately in  the  enclosed 

s h e e t .  P os ts  o f  the Degree c o l l e g e s i  T ea c h e r s ’ Training 

C o l leges ,  St??te I n s t i t u t e  o f  Education etc* have not 

been shown in  th e  c h a r t .
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