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Tripura Act No. 7 of 19»3.»S.

THE TRIPUEA PANCHAYATS Act, 1993

AN

ACT.

to reorganise Fancliayats in rural aifei^ ol Tripura and to provide fo>r  ̂
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Whereas it is expedient and necessary to replace the present - 
statute relating to Panchayats to bring it in conformity with tb e  > 
purpose, substance and direction of the Constitution (Seventy thirdi) i 

l lAci, 1 ^  which came into force on 2#h^ April, 1993  ̂ iiCi i
« generaly»:9ndi^  ̂ endow tlie Panchay^ts with functions ’

#{id p i^ fr s  so ais to t h ^  to fm c tlili  as vibrant instituHoiii <»f
local self-government with greater peoples’ participation in m anagii^  
their own affairs besides imparting certainty continuity and democratic 
content and dignity aiming, among other things, at the realisation of  
economic and social justice.

Be  it enacted by the Tripura Legislative Assembly in the Forty- 
fourth Year of the Republic of India, as f o l l o w s '



ShortTitle, 
extrat and 
commencement.

DefinttiMis.

PART—I 

Preliminary

CHAPTER—I

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tripura Panchayats Act, 1993.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the State of Tripura except 
the Area which has been or may hereafter be declared as, or included 
in, a Municipality or a Notified Area under the provisions of any law  
for the time being in force or a Cantonment under the provisions of 
the Cantonments Act, 1924 and except the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District.

(3) Thi§ section shall come into force at on ce; the remaining 
Sections shall come into force on siid i date or dates and in such axea 
or areas as the §tale Government may, by ijotification, appoint and 
different dates may be appointed for different Sections and for

. ^jfi^etit aregas,'..

2,. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject 
or context-T'

(1) "Auditor” m e ^  an Auditor appointed under this Act 
and includes an officer authorised by him to perform' all or any of 
the functions of an A uditor;

(2) "Bye-Election’’ means an election held to fill a casual 
vacancy;

(3) “Block” means an area referred, to in , Section 67 or such 
local area in a district as the State Government may constitute to 
be a block ;

(4) “Block Devclbpi^cnt placer/Additional Block Development 
Officer” means an otttej* appointed as such by tlie 3tate Government 
and includes the Additional Block Development dfii;cr-in-Chargc of 
Block ;

(5) "Casual Vacancy” means a vacancy occurred otherwise 
than by e)llux of time in the office of an elected Gram Panchayat, 
Panchayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad ;

(6) "Constituency” means a constituency as determined for 
election of ifembers of a Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti or Zilla 
Parishad under the^priivisions of this A ct,

7 (7) "OoMejctor”. means the Collector of the District appointed
by the State Government to be in-charge of a R ev^ u e District;

(8) "Chairman or Vice-Chairman as the case may be” means 
the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of a P ^ ch ayat Sanuti constituted 
under this A c t; .



(9) “District” means a Revenue District or such local area in 
the State as the Statv government may constitute for the purpose 
of this Act;

(10) "Directo® of Fapchayats” means the Director of Panchayats, 
Government of Tripura and includes an Addl. Director of Panchayats 
and Joint Director of Panchayats;

(11) "DistFi<lt Goundil” means the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council constituted under the Sixth Schedule to 
the Constitution of India ;

(12) "District Magistrate” meains th» IMstrict Magistrate of a 
District and includes an Additional E^istrict M agistrate;

(13  ̂ ’’Distiriirt Panchsyat Officer” means the officer appointed 
as such by the StMe Goire^ni»ent;

(14) **Pislrict Planning Committee” means District Planning 
Committee established by the State 0i?vernment for a D istrict;

(15) “El€^ti<^ Tri^mi^** Blfl^tion Tribunal consti
tuted under Sertion 19®;

«first G m ersi m em s  tlie first general election
o l^ e m b e fs  feeltf lor o f Pi^chayats, Panchayat
Samities and ZOla Parishads after commenccitiiBt o i ttl^ Act ;

/
(17) ”!̂ oi?ierjp(0r” H^eiitis Governor ©f f r ip u r t ;
(18) “Gram Sabha” means a body consisttrtg o f persons registered

^  ^  Qieetoral r e llit i^  t© mi within the area

(19) ’’Gram” means a declared or deemed to have beem
ileeiaH^i as a ich  uadea?^i» A c t;

(20) "Grana Panchayat” means a Gram Panchayat constituted! 
UB#er this ac t;

(21) "General election” means an election of members held for 
constitution of Qrapx Banchayats, Panchayat Samities or Zilla Parishads 
in iuch  areas as the State Government may, by notification, specify  
ajn4 inclu^esi ^  Srst Gener^ E lection;

(22) "Local authority” means, the local authority constituted 
under any law for the time being in force and includes the Tripura 
l^ b a l Areas Autonomous District Council, Municipal authorities and 
Notified Area Authorities ;

(23) " M ^ ^ r ” m e ^ s  a menaber o f  a Gram Panchayat or
Panchayat Sam iti qs? ^

^  tmem the published in the
Tripsura Gazette;

(25) "Pradjian” me^n^ the Pradhan of a Gram Panchayat 
elected under Section 20;



(26) "Prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
A c t;

(27) ‘'Prescribed Authority” means an authority appointed by 
the State Government by notification published in the Official 
Gazette, for all or any of the purposes of this A c t;

(28) "Public property” and ’’Public Land” means any public 
building, park or garden or other place to which for the time being 
the public have or are permitted to have access whether on payment 
or otherw ise;

(29) “Public Servant” means a public servant as defined in 
Section 21 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 (Act XLV of 1860);

(30) ''Public Street” means any street, road, lane, guliey, 
passages, path way, bridge, square or court, whether a thoroughfare 
or not, over which the public have a right of way, and includes side 
drains or gutters and the land upto the boundary or aubtting property;

(31) "Panchayat Area” means the territorial area of a 
Panchayat;

(32) "Population” means the population as ascertained at the 
last preceding census of which the relevant figures have been 
published;

(33) "Panchayat Extension Officer/Panchayat Officer” means an 
officer appointed as such by the State Government or Director of Pan- 
chayats ;

(34) "Panchayat Samiti” means a Panchayat Samiti Consti
tuted under this a c t;

(35) "Panchayat” means an institution of self Government 
constituted under this Act for the rural areas;

(36) "Panchayat Area” means the territorial area of a Pan
chayat ;

(37) "Qualifying Date” in relation to the preparation or revision of 
electoral rolls means the first day of January of the year in which it is so 
prepared or revised;

(38) “State Election Commissioner” means the officer appointed 
by the Governor of Tripura as such under Section 176;

(39) "Scheduled Castes” means such castes as are specified by 
order made by the President under Article 341(1) of the Constitution 
of India as modified by law made by the Parliament from time to time 
in so far as the specification relates to the State of Tripura;

(40) "Scheduled Tribes” means such tribes as are specified by 
order made by the President under Article 342(1) of the Constitution 
of India as modified by law made by the Parliament from time to 
time in so far as the specification relates to the State of Tripura;



(41) "State Government” or *’Government” meftns th® Govern
ment of Tripura;

(42) "Sub-Divisional Officer” includes an Additional Sub- 
Divisional Officer designated or appointed as such by the State 
Governm ent;

(43) "State Legislature” means the State Legislature of 
Tripura;

(44) "Section” means Section of this A c t;
(45) “ Sabhadhipati” means a Sabhadhipati of a Zilla Parishad 

elected under Section 130;
(46) ‘"Sabakari Sabhadhipati" means Sahakari Sabhadhipati 

of a Zilla Parishad elected under Section 130;

(47) "Standing Committee” means a .Standing Committee 
constituted by a Zilla Parishad or a Panchayat Samiti constituted 
under this Act.

(48) "Upa-Pradhan” means an Upa-Pradhan of a Gram Pan- 
chiayat elected under Section 20;

(49) "Year” means the year beginning on the 1st day of A pril;
(50) “Zilla Parishad” means a Zilla Parishad constituted under 

this Act.



Coiwttltatioa of 
Gr«im

Corapositioa of 
Ik* Gr«m Sabha.

Effect o f  «lter« 
ft46n of the 

otf Oram.

PART—II 

GRAM PANCHAYAT 

CHAPTER I 

Gram

3. (1) The State Government may, by notification, published in th© 
Official Gazette, declare for the purpose of this Act, any revenue mouza 
or part of a revenue mouza or groups of revenue mouzas or parts thereof 
to be a Gram.

(2) This notification under sub-section (1) shall specify the name 
of the Gram by which it shall be known and shaU specify the local limits 
of such Gram.

(3) The State Government may, after making such enquiry as it 
may think fit, and after consulting the Gram Panchayat or Gram Pan- 
chayats concerned constituted under the provisions of this Act, by notifica
tion published in the Official Gazette—

(a) exclude from any Gram any area comprised therein;

(b) include in any Gram any area contiguous to such Gram;

(c) divide the area of a Gram so as to constitute two or more 
G ram s; or

(d) unite the areas of two or more Grami $0 as to constitute a single 
Gram.

4. A Gram Sabha shall be a body consisting of persons registered in 
the electoral rolls relating to an area comprised w^ithin the area of 
Gram.

5. (1) When an area is excluded from a Gram under clause (a) of sub
section (3) of Section 3, such area shall, as from the date of the notifica
tion referred to in that sub-section, cease to be subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Gram Panchayat of that Gram and, unless the State Government 
otherwise directs, to the rules, orders, directions and notifications in forcc 
therein.

(2) When an area is included in a Gram under clause (b) of sub
section (3) of Section 3, the Gram Panchayat for that Gram shall, as from 
the datp of the notification referred to in that sub-section, have jurisdiction 
over such area and, unless the State Government otherwise directs, all 
rules, orders, directions and notifications in force in that Gram shall apply, 
to the area as included.

(3) When the area of any Gram is divided under clause (c) of sub
section (3) of Section 3, so as to constitute two or more Grams, the Gram 
Panchayat of that Gram shall, from the date of the notification referred 
to in that sub-section, cease to exist and there shall be reconstitution of 
the Gram Panchayat for the newly constituted Grams In accordance with 
the provisions of this Act.

(4) When the areas of two or more Grams are united under clause 
(d) of sub-section (3) of Section 3, so as to constitute a single Gram, the
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Gram Panchaytts erf the said Grams shall, as from the date of the notifi
cation referred to in that sub-section, cease to exist and a separate Gram 
Panchayat shall be constituted for the new Gram in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act.

(5) When u»der sub-section (3) of Section 3, any area is excluded 
from, or included in a Gram or a Gram is divided so as to constitute two 
or more Qrams or two or more Grfims are united to constitute a single 
Gram, the properties, funds and liabilities of the Gram Panchayat or Gram 
Panchayats affected by such reorganisation shall vest in such Gram Pan
chayat or Gram Panchayats and in accordance with such allocation, as 
may be determined by order in writing by the prescribed authority and 
such determination shall be fin^l

(6) An order made under sub-section (5) niay ccmtain such supple
mental incidental and consequential provision as may be necessary to give 
effect to such reorganisation.

6. (1) If at any time the whole of the area of a Gram is included in 
a Municipality, or in an area constituted as Notified area under any law for 
the time being in force or in an area under the authority of a Cantonment, 
the Gram Panchayat concerned shall cease to exist and the properties, 
funds and other assets vested in such Gram Panchayat and all the rights 
and liabilities of such Gram Panchayat shall vest and devolve on the 
Commissioners of the Municipality or on the Notified Area Authority or 
on the Cantonment Authority as the case may be.

(2) If at any time, a part of the area of a Gram is included in a 
municipality or in an area constituted as notified area under any law 
for the time being in force or in an area under the authority of a 
ment, the area of the Gram shall be deemed to have been reduced to the 
extent of the part as included in a municipality or in the area constituted 
as a notified area or under cantonment and the properties, funds and lia
bilities of the Gram Panchayat concerned in respect of the part So"'incltj|led 
shall y ŝt and devolve on the commissioners of the municipality ®r oa the 
notified area authority or c«i the cantonment authority, as the case may 
be, ia accordance with such allocation as may be determined by the pres
cribed authority, and such determination shall be final, and unless the State 
Government otherwise directs, all rules, orders, directions and notifications 
m to o s  in the acea tuix^ A e a^terit^ e l the commissioners of the 
municipaHty ©r not^ed m&a authority or ^nltonmcnt as the case may 
bĉ  shaM ap5>ly to the pa:rt of the mea o t  th« Gram so included.

7. (1) The proecdare for cmvenmg a«d conductins the meetings of 
the Gram Sabha shall be such as may be prcseri>ed.

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the Pradhan to convene the meet
ing of the Gram Sabha annually in such manner as specified under the Act.

8. There l̂aJli he constituted a vigilsaice committee for each Gram Sabha 
with such number of persons and by such authority as may be prescribed 
to supervise the Gram Panchayat works, schemes and other activities and 

I© put up reports concerning them in its meeting.
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9. Every meeting of the Gram Sabha shall be presided over by the 
Pradhan of the concerned Gram Panchayat and in his absence by the Upa~ 
Pradhan.

10. The Gram Sabha shall consider the following matters—
(a) The annual statement of accounts of the Gram Panchayat, the 

report of administration of the preceding financial year and the 
last audit note and replies, if any, made thereto;

(b) The budget of the Gram Panchayat for the next financial year; 
and

(c) The report in respect of development programmes of the Gram 
Panchayat relating to the preceding year and development 
programmes proposed to be undertaken during the current 
year.
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ConstitutioQ of Gram Panchayat.

Gram Panchayats 
and their 
constitution.

Composition of 
Gram Panchayats.

11. (1) For every Gram declared under Section 3 there shall be constituted 
a Gram Panchayat bearing th6 name of the Gram to exercise the powers 
an^ discharge the functions lender this Act, aqd the members of every Gram 
Panchayat shall be chosen by direct election by secret ballot in such m vanmer 
as may be prescribed.

(2) Every Gram Panchayat shall be a body corporate having perpetiial
succession and a comi^pn §ea| ap4 shall, to any restriction or condition
imposed by or undpr this Act, or any other law for the time being infoBrce 
have power to acquire by purchase, gift or otherwise, to hold, administer
and transfer property, both movable and immovable, and to enter into
any contract and shall, by its name, sue or be sued.

(3) The Piadhan or in his absence Upa-Pradhan shall convene the 
meeting of the Gram Panchayat after giving 15 days notice to the persons 
comprising the Gram Panchayat. One third of the total number of members, 
subject to a minimum of four of the Gram Panchayat shall form a quorum. In 
the absence of the quorum, meeting shall be adjourned and no quorum shall be 
necessary for an adjourned meeting. The Pradhan or in his absence the 
Upa-Pradhan shall preside over the meeting.

12. (1) The Gram Panchayat shall consist of the following members —
(a) The members elected under Section 17 ; and

(b) The members of the *F|anchayat Samities from the
constituency comprised from any part of the Gram as 
ex-oflScio member having no voting right at the time of 
election of the Pradhan and the Upa-Pradhan.

(2) Every Gram Panchayat shall consist of such number of elected mem
bers, not being less than nine and not being more than fifteen, as determined 
in accordance with such rules as may be made in this behalf by the State 
Government.

(3) For the convenience of election, the prescribed authority shall, in 
accordance with such rules as may be made in this behalf by the State 
Government, divide the area of Gram Panchayat into territorial constituencies 
in such manner that the ratio between the population of each constituency and 
the member of seats allotted to it under sub-section (2) shall, so far as practi

cable, be the same throughout the Gram Panchayat area ;



Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall affect the number of 
members of a Gram Panchayat notified under sub-section (2) until the next 
General Election is held.

(4) The State Government may, at any time call for the records conn
ected with the determination of the number of members of a Gram Panchayat 
made under sub-section (1) or under sub-section (2) for the purpose of satisfying 
itself of the correctness or propriety thereof and may pass such orders as it 
may think fit with respect to the total number of members of a Gram Panchayat 
and, thereupon, the prescribed authority shall issue fresh notification specifying 
the total number of members of a Gram Panchayat in accordance with the 
orders of the State Government.
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13. (1) For the purpose of election of the members of every Gram 
Panchayat, the prescribed authority shall, in the manner prescribed—

(a) divide the area of a Gram into constituencies, not being less 
than five and not being more than fifteen on the basis of the 
nugaber of members of the Oram Panchayat determined under 
Section 12 ; and

(b) allocate to each such constituency seats not exceeding two as 
the prescribed authority may think fit having resgafd to the 
ei t̂ent of the area and the population of each suchconstitwency :

Provided that division of the area of a pram into constituencies and 
allocation of seat or seats to each such constituency made under this sub-section 
may, if necessairy, be altered before each General Election of the members of 
the Gram Paophayat in the manner prescribed.

(2) The State Government may, at any time, call for the records 
connected with the division of the area of a Gram into constituencies an^ 
the atlocation of seat or scats to each of such constituencies made under sub
section (ly , for the purpose of satisfying itself of the correctness or propriety 
of any order passed or proceedings taken in the said matter by the prescribed 
authority and pass siich orders thereon as the State Government may d^m fit 
and thereupon the prescribed authority shall modify the division of the area 
of the Gram into constituencies and allocate to each of the constittiendes 
settlor seats in accordance with the orders of the State Government and 
publish, in the prescribed manner, the modification so made.

Reservation of 
seats :

14. (1) Seats of members in every Gram Panchayat shall be reserved for—
(a) the Scheduled Castes ; and 

(^) tlje Tribes,
and tfee nupab̂ F of s?4ts sp re^rved ;|hall bear, as nearly as may be, 
the same proportion to the total number of seats to be filled by



direct election in that Panchayat as the population of the Scheduled 
Castes in] that Gram Panchayat area or of the Scheduled Tribes in that 
Gram Panchayat are  ̂bears to the total population of that area and such 
seats shall be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Gram Para- 
chayat, in such manner as may be prescribed.

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of seats reserved 
under Sub-section (1) shall be reserved for women belonging to the Schie- 
duled Castes or, as the case may, the Scheduled Tribes.

(3) Notless than one-third (including the number of seats reserved 
for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) o f  
the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Qra© PaH' 
chayat shall be reserved for women and such seats may be allotted by rotation 
to different constituencies in the Gram Panchayat in such manner as may be 
prescribed.
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15. (1) A person shall be disqualified for being chosen as and for being, 
a member of a Panchayat, if—

(a) he is so disqualified by or under any law for the time being 
in force for the purpose of elections to the legislature of tlie 
State concerned :

Provided that no person shall be disqualified only on ground 
that he is less than 25 years of age, if he has attained the age 
of 21 years;

(b) he is so disqualified by or under any law by the legislature 
of the State ;

(c), if he is in the service of, or holds any office of profit under, 
the Central Government or any State Government or 
Autonomous District Council or any Zilla Parishad or any 
Panchayat Samiti or a Gram Panchayat ;

(d) if he has, directly or indirectly, by himseif or by his partner or 
employee, any share or interest in any contract or employ
ment with, by or on behalf of the Gram Pandiayat 
concerned :



Provided that notwithstanding anything contained in this clause no 
person shall be deemed to be disqualified thereunder by reason only of his 
having a share or interest in—

(i) any lease, sale or purchase of land or any agreement for 
the sale ;

(ii) any agreement for the loan of money oi any security for 
the payment of money only ; or

(iii) any public company as defined in the Companies Act, 
1956 which contracts with or is employed by the 
concerned Gram Panchayat ;

(e) he has been dismissed from the service of the Central or a 
State Government or a local authority or a co-operative 
society or government company or a corporation, owned or 
controlled by the Central or a State Government for mis
conduct involving moral turpitude and five years ha\e not 
elapsed from ihe date of sucti dismissal',

(f) he has been adjudged by a competent court to be of unsound 
mind ;

(g) he is an undischarged ins pi vent ;
(h) he, being a discharged insolvent, has not obtained from the 

court certificate that his insolvency was caused by misfortune 
and without any misconduct on his part ;

(i) he has been convicted of any offence punishable under 
Chapter IX-A of the Indian Penal Code or under Chapter-Ill 
of Part-VII of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and 
five years have not elapsed froth the date of the expiration of 
the sentence ;

(j) he has been convicted by a criminal court to imprisonment for a 
period of more than two years for any offence other than an 
offence involving moral turpitude ( such sentence not having 
been reserved or the offence pardoned) and five years have 
not elapsed from the date of expiration of the sentence, 
provided that the State Government may direct that such 
sentence shall not operate as a disqualification ;

(k) he has been disqualified from exercising any electoral right 
on account of corrupt practices in connection with an election 
under this Act oi any other Act, and six years have not 
elapsed from the date of such disqualification, provided that 
the disqualification under this clause may at any time be 
rem oved by the State Government if it thinks f i t ; or

(1) he has voltifltatfily acquired citizenship of a foreign state.



(2) If a person is member of a Municipality or a District Council or 
a Notified Area Authority or a Zilla Parishad or a Panchayat Samiti, 
such person, if elected as a member of Gram Panchayat, shall resign from such 
office and, unless he does so. the seat to which he has been elected shall be 
deemed to have become vacant.

(3) A person shall not be deemed to hold an o(tice of profit under 
the Gram Panchayat by reason only of his being a Pradhan or Upa- 
pradhan or a member thereof.

Disqi âlifeation 16, (1) A member of a Gram Panchayat belonging to any political
defection. party shall be disqualified for being a member of the Gram Panchayat—

(a) if he has voluntarily given up his membership of such political 
party ; or

(b) if he votes or abstains from voting in the Gram Panchayat 
contrary to any direction issued by the political party to which 
he belongs or by any person or authority authorised by it in 
this behalf, without obtaining in either case, the prior written 
permission of such political party, persons or authority and 
such voting or abstention has not been condoned by such 
political party, person or authority within thirty days from the 
date of such voting or abstention.

EXPLANATION : For the purpose of this sub-section, a member of a 
Gram Panchayat shall be deemecJ to belong to the political party, if any, by 
which he was set up as a candidate for election as such member.

(2) A member of a Gram Panchayat who has been elected as such, other
wise than as a candidate set up by any political party, shall be disqualified for 
being a member of the Gram Panchayat if he joins any political party after 
such election.

NOTE : For the purpose of this Section, “political party” means a political 
party which has been recognised by the Election Commission of India as a 
national party or as a state party of this State.

(3) If any question arises as to whether a member of a Gram Panchayat 
has become subject to disqualification under this Section, the question shall 
be referred for decision of the Block Development Officer having jurisdiction 
over such Gram Panchayat and his decision shall be final.

f4) The proceeding under sub-section (3) shall be completed and 
decision thereon shall be communicated within fifteen days from the date 
when any such question has been referred.

(5) During pendency of a proceeding, no decision shall be taken by the 
Gram Panchayat in any meeting for the removal or election of the Pradhan or 
the Upa-Pradhan.

(6) The disqualification under this Section shall take effect from the date 
of the decision of the Block Development Officer.
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17. (1) The Frst General Election or the General Election, as the case 
may be, of the members of a Gram Panchayat shall be held under the 
provisions of this Act and of the Rules and orders made thereunder before 
such date as the State Election Commission in consultation with the State 
Government may by one or more notification in the official gazette specify.

(2) A General Election to constitute the Gram Panchayat shall be held—
(a) before the expiry of its duration specified in Section 18, or

(̂ b) before the expiration of a period of six months from the date of 
its dissolution.

(3) Election in respect of casual or other vacancies shall be held at such 
time as may be prescribed.

(4) If for any reason the First General Election or General Election can 
not be held within the time specified in the notification referred to in 
sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), the State Election Commissioa ia consul
tation with the State Government shall fix another date within which such 
election shall be held.

(5) The names of all the persons elected to be members of a Gram 
Pancbayat at the First General Election or General Election shall be pub
lished by the State Election Commissioner in the official gazette and upon 
such publication being made such Gram Panchayat shall be deemed to be duly 
Constituted*

18. (1) Every Gram Panchayat unless sooner dissolved shall continue 
for five years fiom the date appointed for its first meeting and no longer.

(2) No amendment of any law for the time being in force shall hav© 
the effect of causing dissolution of a Gram Panchayat, which is functioning 
immediately before such amendment, till the expiration of its duration 
specified in sub-section (1).

(3) The General Election to constitute a Gram Panchayat shall be 
completed

(a) before the expiration of its duration specified in sub-sec
tion (1 ); and

(b) in case of dissolution, before the expiration of a period of six 
months from the date of its dissolution :

Provided that where the remainder of the period for which the disso
lved Gram Panchayat would have continued is less than six months, it shall 
not be necessary to hold any election under this clause for constituting the 
Gram Panchayat for such period.
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(4) The term of office of the members of a Gram Panchay^t elected 
at a General jpi^ction specified under sub-s#ction (1) of Section 17 shall be 
deenaed to eommence with effect from the date of its first meeting 'at which 
a quorum is present :

Provided that if the first meeting of the newly constituted Gram Panchayat 
cannot be held within three months of the constitution of the Gram Panchayat, 
the State Government may by order terminate the term of oflSce of the mem
bers of the Gram PaBchfiyat continuing in office under this sub-section and 
appoint any authority or person to exorcise and perform, subject to such condi
tions as may be specified in the order, powers and functions of the Gram 
Panchayat under this Act until the date on which such first meeting of the 
newly constituted Gram Panchayat is held.

(5) A Gram Panchayat constituted upon the dissolution o f a Gram 
panchayat before th« expiration of its duEation shall continue only for the 
remainder of the period for which the dissolved Gram Panchayat would have 
continued under sub-section (1) had it not been so dissolved:

Provided that the State Government may appoint any authority, person 
or persons to exercise and perform duties, subject to such conditions as may 
be ^ecified in th  ̂ order, th§ pow?fs and fuaQtions of the dissolved Gram 
Faaclwyat tender this Aq| or u i^ ?  af̂ y law fqr tim© being in force until the 
da«te on which( such first meeting of t̂ lie n^wly foynied G?am Panchayat is held.

19. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act, at a 
General Election of the members of a Gram Panchayat—

(a) if the Section of any member from any constittfettcy cannot 
be held ; or

(b) if held, result of such election cannot be published in the 
official gazette by reason o | the order of a court or for any other 

reason, within time as the State Government considers reason
able,

the State Government may, if it thinks expedient so to do in the 
interest of the administration of the Gram Panchayat concerned, by an 
order, direct that such of the members of the Gram Panchayat as have 
been elected arid are able to assume office as members, shall forthwith 
assume such office;

Provided that no order shall be made under this Section unless at least 
two-third of the total number of members specified for the Gram Panchayat 
have be^n elected and arc able to assume office.

(2) Upon an order under sub-section (I) being made, the names of the 
members  ̂ who have been elected and as regards the publication of the result 
of whose election there is no impediment, shall be published in the official



gazette and such members shall asstirtie office as member  ̂of the newly con
stituted Gram Panchayat after General Election of the members of the Gram 
Panchayat and shall be deemed to constitute, for the time being, total number 
of members of the Gram Panchayat.

(3) Any member of the Gram Panchayat, who is subsequently elected 
or whose name is subsequently published in the oflacial ga/ette as a member, 
shall be entitled to assume office as such mc.nber, but his term of office shall be 
deemed to have commenced from the dale of the first meeting at which a 
quorum is present of the members referred to in sub-seetion (I).

Piradhan and 20, (I) Every Gram Panchayat shall, at its first meeting at which a quorum
Uffta-Pradhan. is present, elect, in the prescribed mamer, one of its members to be the 

Pradhan and another member to be the Upa-Pradhan of the Gr^m Panchayat 
and any dispute '•elating to the validity of the elect on o'Prad lan and 
Upa-P‘iadhan shall be made before the presciibed authority.

(2) The meeting to be held under sub-sectio-i (I) shall be convened by 
the prescribed authority in the prescribed manner.

(3) Seats shall be reserved in the office of pradhan o ‘ Gram Panchayat for 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the ntmter of offices so 
reserved in th6 State shall bear, as nearly as may be, the sawne . r̂oproflida t#  
the total number o f  such offices as the population of the ^jheduled Cftstes 
in the State or of the Scheduled Tribes in the S ate bears to tttie to»tkf 
population of the State.

(4) Not Jess than one third of the total number of offices, f  Pradhan 
of Gram Panchayat, including the number of ?eats reserved for the Scheduled 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, shall be reserved for women indifferent 
Gram Panchayat in such manner as may he prescribed :

Provided that the number of offices reserved under this Scctidli 
be allotted by rotation to different Gram Panchayats m such manner as may 
be prescribed within the State,

(5) The term of offices of every Pradhan and every Upa-Pradhan 
shall, save as otherwise provided in this Act , cease on the expiry of his term

. of office as a member of the Gram Panchayat.

(6) When^

(a) the office of the Pradhan falls vacant by reason of death, 
resignation, removal or otherwise ; or

(b) the Pradhan, is by reason of leave, illness or othei cause, tcm- 
pomrily utfabld to act*



tt

the Upa-Pradban shall exercise the powers, perform the functions and 
discharge the duties of the Pradhaa until a new Pradhan is elected and 
assumes office or until the Pradhan resumes his duties, as the case may be.

(7) When—
(a) the office of the Upa-Pradhan falls vacant by reason of death, 

resignation, removal or otherwise ; or
(b) the Upa-Pradhan, is by reason of leave, illness or other 

cause* temporarily unabje to act,
the Pradhan shall exercise the powers, perform the functions and 
discharge the duties of the Upa-Pradhan until a new Upa*Pradhan is elected 
and assumes oifice or until the Upa>Pradhan resumes his duties as the case 
may be.

(8) When the Pradhan and the Upa-Pradhan are both temporarily 
unable to act, the prescribed authority may appoint a Pradhan and an Upa- 
Pradhan from among the members of the Gram Panchayat to act as such until 
the Pradkaa or the Upa<Piadhan resumes office.

(9) The Pradhan and the UparPradhan of a Gram Panchayat shall be 
entided to leave o f absence for such period dr periods as may be prescribed.

21. (I) A Pradhan or a Upa-Pradhan or a member of a Gram 
Panchayat may resign his office by writing under his hand addressed to the 
prescribed authority and on suiii resignation being accepted by such authority 
the Pradhan, the Upa-Pradhan, or the member, as the case may be, shall bo 
deemed to have vacated his o%e.

(2) When a resignation is accepted under sub-section (1) the pres
cribed authority shall communicate it to the members of the Gram Panchayat 
within fifeen days of such acceptance

Rtmoval of 22. (I) The prescribed authority may, after giving an opportunity to a
niembcr of a Gram Panchayat to show cause against the action proposed to be 
taken against him, by order remove him from office—

(a) if after his election he is convicted by a criminal court for 
an ofifence involving moral turpitude and punishable with 
imprisonment for a period of more than six months ;

(b) if he was disqualified to be a member of the Gram 
Panchayat at the time of his election ;

(c) if he incurs any of the disqualifications mentioned in 
clauses (a) to (1) of sub-section (I) of Section 15 after his 
election as member of the Gram Panchayat ; or

(d) if he is absent from five consecutive meeting* of the Gram 
Panchayat without the leave of the Gram Panchayat.

R«iiitiatioa of 
Pratman or

•r a member.
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(2) Any member of a Gram Panchayat who is removed from his 
office by the prescribed authority under sub-section'(1) may, within thirty 
days from the date of the order, appeal to such authority as the State 
Government may appoint in this behalf, and thereupon, the authority 
appointed may stay the operation of the order till the disposal of the appeal 
and may, after giving notice of the appeal to the prescribed authority and 
after fiving the appellant an opportunity of being heard, modify, set aside 
or confirm the order.

(3) The order passed by such authority on such appeal shall be final

Pradh»o^or The Pradhan or the Upa-Pradhtn of a Gram Panchayat may bo
Upa-Pradhan. removed from his ofifice by a resolution of the Gram panchayat carried by a 

majority of iti existiag members at a meeting specially convened for th# 
purpose by the prescribed authority.

(2) No meeting under sub-section (1) shall be convened by th# 
prescribed authority unless a notice in writing has been given to him by at 
least one-third of the existing members of the Gram Panchayat in such forni 
and in such manner as may be prescribed.

(3) The prescribed authority shall convene the meeting under sub. 
section (1) after giving at least fifteen days prior notice to all the existin$ 
members o f the Gram Panchayat.

(4) If the motion for removal of Pradhan ils under considetation, the 
meeting will be prtsided over by the Upa-Pradhan and if the motion for 
removal of Upa-Pradhan is under consideration, the meeting will be presided 
over by the Pradhai,

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act, 
while any motion for removal of a Pradhan and an Upa Pradhan 
from their offices is under consideration in a meeting convened under sub
section (I), the Pradhan or the Upa-Pradhan shall not preside over such 
meeting, but he shall have right to speak or otherwise take part in the procee - 
dings of such a meeting, including the right to vote, and the meeting 
shall be presided over by the prescribed authority dr his nominee who shall 
not have the right to vote.

(6) If the motion for removal of a Pradhan, or as the case may 
an Upa-Pradhan, is not carried out by the majority of the existing members of 
the Gram Panchayat, no subseqent meeting for the removal of the same 
Pradhan, or as the case may be the Upa-Pradhan, shall be convened within a 
year of the previous meeting.

(7) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act, majo
rity of the Misting members of a Gram Panchayat shall form the quorum for a 
meeting for removal of a Pradhan or an Upa-Pradhan, as the case may be 
under this Section.
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(8) Su^jwt to the pjovision of this Section, t\yd procedure for the removal 
of the pra^hj^n or ! pa-Pradhan, including that tp be follpwcd at such meeting, 
shall be such as may be presciibed.

24. Ill the event of removal of a Pradhan oraii Upa-Pradhan under 
Section 23 or when a vacancy occurs in the office ofa  Pradhan or an Upa- 
Pradhan by resignation, death or otherwise, the existing members of the gram 
Panchayat shall elect, from amongst them, another Pradhan, or as the case 
may be, an Upa-Pradhanin the prescribed manner.

25. If the office of a member o fa  Gram Panchayat becomes vaffaULt ,tey 
reason of his death, resignation, removal or otherwise, the vacancy shall be 
filled in the manner prescribed by election of another person under the 
provisions of this ^ct and tbe rules made thereunder

26. Every Pradhaji or Upa-Pradhan elected under Section 24, and every 
member elected under Section 25 to fill a casual vacancy, shall hold office 
for the unexpircd p ortion of the term o  ̂ o^ce of the person in whose place 
he is so ejected.

21. (1) T̂ Vsery Gram P&i»Ehaya4 shaill hold a meeting at least once in a 
n ô t̂h in the ofiice of the Ocam Panqhayiâ t and spch meeting shall be held^n 
such date ^nd at such hour as the Gram dRanchayat may fi« at the immediately 
pr^eding ra,c,eting :

that the first meeiiag of a newly constituted Gram 
^npbayat shall be h0ld <on such (kte and at sucJi hour an4 at such place within 
the local limits of the Gram concerned a; the prescribed authority may fijs.

(2) The preset jbed authority may appoint an observer for such meeting 
who shall submit to the prescribed authority a report in writing duly 
signed by him within a week of the meeting on the proceedings of the meeting. 
The presc'ibed authority shall, on receipt of the report, take action thereon as 
it may 4eem f i t :

Provided further that the Pradhan, wlwsn required in writing by one- 
fifth of the members of the Gram Panchayat subject to a minimum of 
four members to call a meeting, shall do so within seven days, failing which 
the members aforesaid may call a meeting after giving intimation to the 
prescribed authority and seven clear days’ notice to the Pradhan and other 
members of the Gram Panchayat. Such meeting shall be held at such time and 
at such place within the local limits of the Gram concerned as the prescribed 
authority may decide.

(3) The Pradhan, or ia his absence the Upa-PrMh^. shall preside at 
the meeting of the Gram Panchayat, and in the absence of both, the 
members present shall elect one of them to the prc?i4pnt of the meeting.



(4) ©nc-third total number of mcwbcrs, subject to a jnjjliimun
of tour mcmbeFs, shall form the quorum for a meeting effa Gram Paocfai^^ :

Provided thgt no quorum shall be an adjourned meeting.

(5) All questions coming before a Qrwe Paaohayat shall be decided by 
a majority of votes ;

Provided that in ca ê of equality of votes the person presiding shall have 
a casting-vote :

Provided further that in case of a requisitioned meeting for the removal 
of the Pradhan or the Upa-Pradhan under Section 23, the person presiding 
«halHiave no castmg vote.

Transaction of 
business at 
Panchayat 
meetings.

28. (1; A list of business to be transacted at every meeting of a Gram 
Panchayat except at an adjourned meeting shall be sent to each member of 
th« Gram Panchayat in the manner prescribed at least seven days before the 
time fixed for such mteVmg and no botiness shall be brought before or tran
sacted at any meeting, other than the business of which notice has been so 
given, except with the approval of the majority of the members present at 
such meeting :

Provided that if the Pradhan thinks that a situation has arisen for which 
an emergent meeting of the Gram Panchayat should be called, he may call 
such meeting after giving three days’ notice to the members.

Meeting of 
Gram Sabha. 29. (1) The Gram Panchayat shall place for deliberation, recommenda

tion, and suggestions in the annual meeting of the Gram Sabha—

(a) a report prepared-under Section 30 and such report shall be 
deemed to be modified to the extent of the recommendations 
and suggestions, if any, of the Gram Sabha ; and

(b) the latest report on 
Panchayat.

the audit of accounts of the Gram

(2) Such other business relating to the affairs of the Gram Panchayat 
may also to be transacted at such annual meeting o f the Gram Sabha as may 
be agreed upon by the persons present at such meeting#

(3) Every resolution adopted in a meeting of the Gram Sabha shaU bs 
duly considered by the Gram Panchayat in its meeting and the decision and 
action taken by the Gram Panchayat shall form part of the report under 
Section 30 for the following year.



Rn>o« on the 30, (1) The Gram Panchayat •hall prepare in the prescribed mannaer a 
report oa the w<jrk done during the previous year and thew «k  proposed 
to be done during the following year and submit to the prescribed authority 
and to the Fahchayat Samity concerned within the prescribed time.

(2) The Gram Panchayat shall, in October and April ewry year, 
prepare a half yearly report showing the amount received by the Gram 
Panchayat during the previous half year from different sources iicluding the 
pending balance and the amoant actuall>> spent on different items of work 
and a list of functionaries.

(3) The Gram Paochayat shall, immtdiately after the preparation of 
the teport and the list referred to in sub-section (2), publish the same 
in the office of the Gram Panchayat for information of the general pubdic.



CHAPTER III 

Powers and Duties of Gram Panchayat

Obligator} 31 . Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, it shall be the duty
S-am Gram Panchayat, so far as its funds may allow, to make reasonable
Panchayat provisions within the area under its jurisdiction for—

(a) Sanitation, conservancy and the prevention Of public
nuisances ; ,

(b) curative and preventive measure in respect of malaria, small 
pox, cholera or any other epidemic diseases ;

(c) supply of drinking water and the cleaning of public streets 
and protection thereof;

(d) the maintenance, repair and construction of public streets 
and protection theceof

(e) the removal of encroachments of public streets or public 
places;

(f) the protection fnd repair of buildings and other property 
vested in it ;

(g) the management and care of public tanks, common graiing 
grounds, burning ghats and public graveyards ;

(h) the sui^ly of any local information which the District Ma^s- 
tratp, the ZUla Parishad, the Panchayat Samity or the
Sub-Divisional OflScer, within the local limits of whose juris

diction the Gram Panchayat is situated, may require ;
(i) organiiiAg voluntary labour for community works for thd 

upltfiment ofits area ;
(j) the control a&d administration of the Gram Panchayat Ftmd 

established under this A e t ;
(k) the imposition, assessment and collection of the taxes, rates 

or feesleviftble under titfs Aet
(1) the performance of such functions as may transferred to 

i t  under Section 31 o f the Cattle Trespass A< ,̂ 1871.

duties 32. (1) A Gram Panchayat shall also perform such other functions as the
of Gram ^  . . •Panchayat State Government may assign to it m respect of*~

(a) priinary, sodal, technical, adult or vocational education ;
(b) rural dispensaries, health centres and maternity and child 

welfare centres ;



(ĝ  iBanftggmeQt of any public ferry and markets which are not 
declared as regulated markets under any law for the time 

b®kijgFiii?fi[MNe ;
(d) irrigation including minor irrigation, water management and 

water shed development;
(tf)' grow more food campaign ;

(I), car»e of the infiFra. and the destitute
(g) rehabilitation of displaced persons ;
(h) improved breeding of cattle, medical treatment of cattle and 

prevention of cattle disease ;
(i) acting.as a channel through which Government assistance

should reach the villages
(j) bringing. wa«td la ^  ^Itivation through improvement

of land and soil conservation ;
(k) promotimof<vilUie9. pkolittion* social forestry and farm 

forestry ;
(1) arranging cultivation of lai^  lying fallow ;

: G0-opaifa|i|i«'. Bitoag^ent of land and other
resources of the vill^gfs;;
as|istii^kk^ efiland reform measure in

;

o f  subsides as may be formulated or
acts aŝ f̂flay be entrusted ;

^  coltnected with development works
imd. &;&ar wolfare i ^ s ^ e s  undertaken by the State
Governn»at

el. feed ar.d essential commodities
throju^ rations s^ptv.* 

p r ^ e a  ; 
rlirtL^otis^fpimpatBmir ;
Baesrt€^«i»ificatfeo« ind®^ngidisf#5ution of electricity; 

e]iBrgir-si@utbes ;
(y) family welfare, and women and child development ;
(Wf v̂ Mfiire of the weaker s^ctloM alld in p^ticular o f r f e

Sfclftfiitiletr^
(«>; iMintena#c«. o f: eomm^iity* assfcis ;
(XX Ri b̂lic distribution system ; and.
(z) poverty alleviation, programme.



Discretionary 
duties of Gram 
Panchayat.

(C)

(d)
(e)

( 0

(2) If the State Governmsnt is of the opinion that a Gram Panchayat 
has persistently made default in the performance fof any of the functions 
assigned to it under sub-section (1) the State Government may, after 
recording its reason, vvithdraw such function from suchjjGram Panchayat.

33. Subject to such conditions as maybe prescribed, a Gram Panchayat
may, and shall if the State Government so directs, make provision for—

(a) the maintenance of lighting of public streets ;
(b) planting and maintaining trees on the sides of public streets 

or in other public places vested in it ;
the establishment and maintenance of horticulture training 
centre ;
the sinking of wells and excavation of ponds and tanks ;

the introduction and promotion of cooperative farming, 
cooperative stores, and other cooperative enterprises, trades 
and callings;
the construction and regulation of markets other than markets 
which are declared as regulated markets under any law for 
the time being in force, the holding and regulation of fairs, 
melas, huts and exhibitions of local produce and pro
ducts of local handicrafts and home industries ;

(g) the allotment of places for storing manure ;
(h) assisting and advising agriculturists in the matter of obtaining 

State loan and its distribution and repayment ;
(i) filling up of insanitary depressions and reclaming of unhealthy 

localities ;
(j) the promotion and encouragement of cottage industries ;
(k) the establishment and running of piggeries, duckarie  ̂ and 

milk centres ;
(1) the destruction of rabid dogs ;

(m) the construction and maintenance of sarais, dharmasallas, 
rest houses, cattle sheds and cart stands ;

(n) regulating production and disposal of foodstuffs and other 
commodities in the mariner prescribed ;

(o) the disposal of unclaimed cattle ;
(p) the disposal of unclaimed cropses and carcases ;
(q) the establishment and maintenance of libraries and reading 

room s;
(r) the organisation and maintenance of akharas, clubs and other 

places for recreation or games and sports ;



State Govera- 
DQgiqt to place 
fart'd.

Control of buil
ding operation.

(s) the maint§naQce of records relating to population censusj 
^|icul|ural labou|- census, cyop census, cattle census and 

Qensus of*unemployed person  ̂ and of other statistics as may 
bepresQribed ;

(t) rendering assistance in extinguishing fire and protecting Uf̂  
and property when fire occurs ;

(u) assisting in thp prevention of bufglary and dacoity ;

(v) relief against %mine or other calamity ;
/

(w) assisting in formulation and implementation of the schemes 
and Aiinual Plans of the State in so far as 
such schemes and Plans relate to the area under its 

jurisdiction ;

(x) the performaoce in the manner prescribed of any o f the 
functions df the Ziila l*arishad or the Panchayat Samity, as 
the case may be, with its previous approval, calculated to 
benefit the people tying within the jurisdiction of the 
GfglB Baaoba^ais ; a o i

(y) a^y other local wofic or service of public utility which is 
likely to promote the health, comfort, convenience or material 
prosperity of the public, not otherwise provided for in 
this Act.

; oWhfiff thi| any function to a Gram
or whsre it directs a Gram Panchayat to make 

provision' f̂or any of the items enumerateii in Section 33, it shall place such 
funds at the disposal of the Gram Panc^iayat as may be required for the due 
performance of such ftitictions* dr for making such provision, as the case 
may ife.

35. (1) No person shajl e(eft s tig c tu re  or new building.or make
any. ai^dition to any structure or building in any area within the jurisdiction 
of Gr.arn Panchayat except tJt'ith the previous permission in writing of the 
Gram Panchayat.

Q) |>erson seeking ^fmission under sub-section (1) shall make
an application in writing to such authority, in such form, containing such 
particulars and on payment of such fee, not exceeding Rs. 10/- as may be 
prescribed :

Provided that no permission und«r sub-si8<stion (i) shall be necessary 
for erection of any thatched structure, tin shed or tile shed without brick 
wall covering an area not exceeding 7S0 square feet:



Provided further that the State Governpient may by order exempt any 
structure or building or any class of structures or buildings from the oper
ation of the provisions of this Section.

Innprovement of 36. (1) For the improvement of sanitation, a Gram Panchajat shall 
sanitation. have the power to do all acts necessary for, and incidental to, the same and in

particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, a 
Gram Panchayat may by order require the owner or occupier of any land 
or building within such reasonably period as may be specified in the notice 
served upon him and after taking into consideratjpn his financial position—

(a) to close, remove, alter, repair, cleanse, disinfect, or put in 
good order any latrine, urinal, water closet, drain, cesspool, 
or other receptable for filth, sullage, rubbish or refuse perta
ining to such land or buildings, or to remove or alter any 
door or trap or construct any drain for any such latrine, 
\irinals or water-cloaet which opens on to a street or drain 
or to shut off such latrine, urinal or water closet by a suffi
cient roof or wall or fence from the view of persons paawing 

by or dwelling ip the neighbourhood ;

(b) to 9le^nse, r^p ĵr, CoV̂ r, fi|l up, drain off or remove water
from a private well? reservoir, pool, pit, depression or
excavation therein which may be injurious to health or
offensive to the neighbourhood ;

(c) to clear off any vegetation, undergrowth, prickly pear or 
serub jungle therefrom ; and

(̂ d) to rssi^ove ^ny dirt, ni^htsfiil, manure or any obnoxious
or offensive matter therefrom and to cleanse the land or 
building .*

Provided ^at % jgfrion pn  ̂aptice has been served as afore
said may, within thi|-4y days pf receij|| of speh notice, appeal to the preseribcd 
authority against the order contained therein whereupon the prescribed 
authority may stay the operation of the ori#r contained in the 
Bdtice til! the dispo^l of the appeti m d  it msiy, after giving 
such n©tic^ 6f tfii ippf^al to ^he ©>»m PaacMs^ftt coacerned as may be 
fsfescrifeed, modify, set aside or ooBfirm the ©rder :

PrQvid<wi fwrtbfi that tjie pn^ribed ai|t||Of jty shall, when it confirms or 
modifies the, opdei eontftii^ in ĥ̂  n t̂ic® after t ^  expiry of the period 
mcstioiKd therein, ix  a period within which the order contained in 

the notice, of by it, ahaU be carried out.



Power of Gram 
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(2) If the order contained in a notice served as aforesaid has not 
been set aside by the prescribed authority and if the person upon whom 
the notice has been served fails  ̂ without sufficient reason, to comply with 
the order in its original form or the order as modified by the prescribed 
authority, within the time specified in the notice or within the time fixed by the 
prespribed authority, as the case may be, he shall be liable, on conviction by a 
magistrate, to a fine which may extend to five hundred rupees.

37 (1) Subject to such conditions or restrictions as may be prescribed, 
a Gram Panchayat shall have control over all public streets and water
ways within its jurisdiction other than canals constructed, maintained or 
controlled by the State Government^ not being private property and not being
under the control of the Central or State Government or any local
authority, and may do all things necessary for the maintenance and repair 
thereof, and may—

(a) construct new bridges and culverts ;

(b) divert or close any such public street, bridge or culvert ;

(c) widen, open, enlarge or otherwise improve any such public 
street, bridge or culvert and with minimum damage to the 
neighbouring fields, plant and preserve trees on the side 
of such street ;

(d) deepen or otherwise  ̂improve such waterways ;

(e) with the sanction of the State Government or with the
sanction of such ojBScer or authority as the State Government 
may prescribe, undertake irrigation projects ;

(f ) trim hedges and branches of trees projecting on public streets ;

(g) set apart, by public notice, any public source of water 
supply for drinking or culinary purpose and likewise prohi
bit all bathing, washing or other acts likely to pollute 
the source so set apart.

(2) A Gram Panchayat may, by a notice in writing, require any
person who has .caused obstruction or encroachment on or damage to 
any public street or dram or other property under the control and maiage-
ment of the said Gram Panchayat, to remove such damage as the case
may be within the time to be spe.;fied in the notice.

(3) If the obstruction or encroachment is riot removed or danage 
is not repaired within the tiine so specified, the Gram Panchayat may 
cause such obstruction or en<5roachirient to be removed or such damage 
to be repaired and the expenses of such removal or repair shall be recover
able from such person as arrears o f land revenue.
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(4) For the purpose of removal of obitcuctioa or encroachmeat under 
sub-section (3) the Gram Panchayat may apply to the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate and the Sub-Divisional Magistrate shall, on such application, 
provide such help as may be necessary for the removal of such obstruction 
or encroachment.

38 (1) A Gram Panchayat may, by written notice, require the owner of, 
or the person having control over, a private water course, spring, tank, well 
or other place, the water of which is used for drinking or culinary purpose 
after taking into consideration his financial position, to take all or any of the 
following steps within a reasonable period to be specified in such notice 
namely—

(a) to keep and maintain the same in good repair ;
(b) to clean the same, from time to time, of silt, refuse or

decaying vegetation ;
(c) to protect it from pollution ; and
(d) to prevent its use, if it has become so polluted as to be

hazardous to the public health :
Provided that a person upon whom a notice as aforesaid has been 

served may within thirty days from the date of recei-pt' of the notice, 
to the prescribed authority against th6 order contained in the notice where 
upon the prescribed authority may stay the operation of the order contained 
in the notice till the disposal of the appeal and it may, after giving such 
notice of the appeal to the Gram Panchayat concerned as may be prescribed 
modify, set aside or confirm the order :

Provided further that the prescribed authority shall when it confirms 
or modifies the order contained in the notice after the expiry of the period 
mentioned therein, fix a fresh period within which the order contained ii| the 
notice, as confirmed or modified by it, shall be carried out.

(2) If the order contained in a notice served as aforesaid has not 
been set aside by the prescribed authority and if the person upon whom 
the notice has been served fails, without sufficient reason, to comply with 
the order in its original form or the ofder as modified by the prescribed 
authority, within the time specified in the notice or within the time fixed by 
the prescribed authorityas the case may be, he shall be liable, on conviction 
by a Magistrate, to a fine which may extend to five hundred rupees.

39. (1) A Gram Panchayat may, by written notice, require the owner 
or occupier of any land or premises, eontaining k tank or similar deposit of 
water, after taking into consideration his financial position, not to allow 
walf̂ r hyacinth dr any other weed which may pollute water to grow thereon 
a n d  to  eradicate the same therefpom witbin such reasonable period as may 
be specified in the notice ;
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Provided that a person on whom a notice as aforesaid has been served 
may within thirty das from the date of receipt o the notice, appeal to the 
prescribed authority a nd it may stay the operation of the order contained in 
the notice till the disposal of the appeal and it may, after giving such notice of 
the appeal to the Gram Panchayat concerned as may be prescribed, modify, 
set aside or confirm the order ;

Provided further that the prescribed authority shall when it confirms 
or modifies the order contained in the notice after the exiry of the period 
mentioned therein, fix a fresh period within which the order contained in 
the nodce» as onfirmed or modified by it, shall be carried out.

(2) If the order contained in a notice served as aforesaid has not 
been set aside by the prescribed authority and if the owner or occupier upon 
whom the notice has been served fails, without sufiicient reason, to comply 
with the order in its original form or the order as modified by the prescribed 
authority, within the time as specified in the notice or within the time fixed by 
the prescrbed authorty as the case maybe, he shall be liable, on conviction 
by a Magistrate, to a fine which may extend to two hundred rupees.

40. In th event of an outbreak of cholera or any other water borne 
infectious disease in any locality situated within the local limits of the 
jurisdication of a Gram Panchayat, the Pradhan, the Upa-Pradhan or any 
other person authorised by the Pradhan may, during the continuancc of the 
outbreak, without notice and at any time, inspect and disinfect any well, 
tank or other place from which water is, or is likely to be, taken for the 
purpose of drinking and may further take such steps as he may deem fit to 
prevent the drawng of water therefrom.

41. If any work required to be done by an order contained in a notice 
served under Sections 36, 37, 38,39 and 40 is not executed within the period 
specified in the notice or where an appeal is made to the prescribed authority 
within the fresh period as fixed as the prescribed auttiority in the appeal, the 
Gram Panchayat may, in the absence of satisfactory grounds for non-complianco, 
cause such work to be carried out and the cost of carrying out such work 
shall be recoverable as an arrear of land levenue from the person oa whom 
the notice was served.

42(1) Subject to such rules as may be prescribed, two or moie Gram 
Panchayats may combine, by a written instrument duly subscribed by them, 
to appoin a Joint Committee consisting of such representatives as maybe 
chosen by the respective Gram Panchayats for the purpose of traasacting 
any business or carirying out any work in which they are jointly interested 
and may—

(a) delegate to such committee the power, with such conditions 
as the Gram Panchayats may think fit to impose, t* frames
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any scheme binding on each of the constituent Gram Panchay- 
ats as to the construction and maintenance of any joint work 
and the power which may be exercised by any such Gram 
Panchayat in relation to such scheme ; and

(b) frame or modify rules regarding the constitution of such 
committees and the term of office of the members thereof and 
the method of conducting business.

(2) If any difference of opinion arises between the constituent Gram 
Panchayats under this Section, it shall be referred to such oificeras the State 
Government may appoint, and the decision of the said officer thereon shall be 
final and binding on each of the constituent Gram Panchayats.

43 (1) A Zilla Parishad or Panchayat Samiti, may with the concurrance of 
the Gram Panchayat and subject to such restrictions and conditions as may be 
mutually agreed upon, delegate to such Gram Panchayat, any of its functions 
in the manner prescribed.

(2) Where functions are delegated to Gram Panchayat, under this 
Section, the Gram Panchayat in the discharge of such functions shall act a# the 
agent of the Zilla Parishad or the Panchayat Samiti as the case may be.

44. A Gram Panchayat may, at a meeting specially convened for the 
purpose, by a resolution delegate to its Pradhan such day to day duties or 
powers of the Gram Panchayat as it thinks fit and may at any time by a 
resolution withdraw or modify the same :

Provided that when any financial po wer is delegated to a Pradhan m  
such power is withdrawn or modified, the Gram Panchayat shall forthw^h 
give intimation thereof to the prescribed authority.

45. The State Government may, by general or special order published in the 
Official Gazette, empower a Gram Panchayat to manage the estates and pro
perties and all interests therein which are vested in the State and to exercise 
such powers, perform such functions and discharge such duties in connection 
therewith as may be conferred, assigned or imposed by or under a|i^ ot̂ Ter- 
law for the time being in force.

46(1) The Pradhan shall-

(a) be responsible for the maintenance of the records of the Gram 
Panchayat ;

(b) have general respoiisibility for the finance and the administra
tion of the Gram Panchayat ;



(c) exercise administrative supervision and control over the wcork 
of the staff of the Oram Panchayat and the officers and 
employees whose services may be placed at the disposal of the 
Gram Panchayat by the State Government ;

(d) for the transaction of business connected with this Act or for 
the pui-pofje of making any order authorised thereby, exercise 
such pdwefs, perforni such functions and discharge sech 
duties as may be exercised, performed or discharged by the 
Gram Panchayat under this Act or the rules m ad e thereunder ;

Provided that the Pradhan shall not exercise such powers, perform such 
functions ordiseharge duties as may be required by the rules made under this 
Act to be exercised, performed or discharged by the Gram Panchayat at a 
laeeting ; and

(e) exercise such other powers, perform such other functions and 
discharge such other duties as the Gram Panchayat inay, by 
general or special lesolution, direct or as the State Governnaemt 
niay by rules tnade in this behalf, prescribe*

The Upa-j*radhan sliall
(a) exercise such of the powers, perform such of the functions 

and discharge such of the duties of the Pradhan as the Pra- 
dhan may from time to time subject to rules made in this 
behalf by the Sta,te Government delegate to him by order in 
writing:

Provided that the Pradhan may at any time withdraw all or any of the 
powers, functions and duties as delegated to the Upa-Pradhan ;

(b) during the absence af the Pradhan, exercise all the powers, 
perform all the functions and discharge all the duties of tbe 
Pradhan ; and

(c) exercise such other powers, perfrom such other function and
discharge such other duties as the Gram Panchayat may by
general or special resolution, direct or as the State Governraenit 
may by rules, made in this behalf prescribe-

Haadiag over 47. (1) On the election of a new Pradhan, the retiring Pradhan or the per- 
charge by the son holding charge of the Pradhan’s office shall hand over to him the charge o f
retiring Pradh- the Pradhan’s office.

pLihan^ If th<e retiring Pradhan or the person holding charge of the Pr^-
dhan’s office fails or refuses to hand over charge of his office as required 
under sub-section (1), the Director of Panchayats or any officer empowered by 
Him in this behalf, may, by order in writing, direct the retiring Pradhan to  
h an d  over charge of his office forthwith and all pap ers and properties in h it  

possession as such Pradhan to the new Pradhan.



Rights of 
individual 
members.

(3) If the person to whom a direction has been issued under sub
section (2) fails to comply with the direction, he shall wiithout prejudice 
to any other legal remedy against him, be punishable, cm conviction by a 
Magistrate of competent jurisdiction, with imprisonment fcsr a term which 
may extend to six months or to one thousand rupees or with b>oth.

(4) Without prejudice to the action which may be talken under sub
section (3), any oflScer empowered by the Director of Pancfliayats shall be 
entitled to take possession of, through police help, all papers and properties 
from the retiring Pradhan or the person holding charge o f the Pradhan’s 
office who failed to comply with the directions issued under sub-section (2).

48. (a) Every member of a Gram Panchayat may call thie attention of 
the State Government to any neglect in the execution of any worJc or duty 
assigned by or under this Act to a Gram Panchayat, to any waste of the 
Panchayat property or to the wants of any locality and may suggest any 
improvement which may appear desirable.

(b) Every member of a gram Panchayat shall have the right to move 
resolution and to interpollate the Pradhan on the matters conofected with the 
administration of the Gram Panchayat, subject to such rules as may be 
prescribed.

(3) Every member of a Gram Panchayat shall have access, during 
office hours, to the records of the Gram Panchayat for his inspection after 
giving due notice to the Panchayat Secretary of the Gram Panchayat, who 
may for reasons given in writing and with the approval of the Pradhan refuse 
such access.

Pradbao, Upa- 
Pradhan or 

^ em b er not 
j receite 

salary

49. No Pradhan, Upa-Pradhan or member shall be paid from the funds 
at the disposal of or under the control of the Gram Panchayat any salary or 
remuneration for ^ervices-rendered by him whether in his capacity ais such or 
in any other capacity :

Provided that the Pradhan shall be entitled to fixed honorairiumi and 
fixed travelling allowance per month at such rate as the State Government 
by order in writing may direct from time to time :

Provided further that when an Upa-Pradhan exercises the powers, per
form the functions and discharges the duties of the Pradhan undeir circum
stances specified in sub-section (7) of Section 20 or when a member is appointed 
to act as Pradhan under sub-section (8) of that Section, such Up-Pradhan or, 
member shall, for the period during which he acts as such, be etntitled to 
fixed honorarium and fixed travelling allowance at the same rates att which a 
Pradhan is entitled to the same under the preceding provision.



CHAPTER—IV 

Staff of Gram Panchayat

Secretary of 
Gram Pan
chayat.

Staff of the 
Gram Pan
chayat.

Exorcise of 
powers etc. 
by the officers 
and employees.

50. (1) For every Gram Panchayat there shall be two Panchayat 
Secretaries appointed by the State Government.

(2) The senior Panchayat Secretary shall be ex-officio Secretary to 
the Panchayat and shall be in charge of the office of the Gram Panchayat 
and the other Panchayat Secretary shall perform such functions and dis
charge such duties as may be assigned to him by the Panchayat.

(3) Subject to such rules and conditions as may be prescribed, the 
Panchayat Secretaries shall act in all matters under the control of the 
Pradhan through whom they shall be responsible to the Gram Panchayat.

51. (1) Subject to such rules as may be made by the State Govern
ment in this behalf, a Gram Panchayat may appoint such officers and 
employees as may be required hy it and may fix the salaries and allow
ances to be paid to the persons so appointed;

Provided that no post shall be created or abolished and no revision 
of scale of pay of any post shall be made by the Gram Panchayat without 
the prior approval of the State Government.

(2) The State Government may place at the disposal of the Gram 
Panchayat the services of such officers or other employees serving under 
it on such terms and conditions as it may think f it:

Provided that any such officer or employee shall be recalled by the 
State Government if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Gram 
Panchayat at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, by a maiority 
of the total number of members holding office for the time being:

Provided further that the State Government shall have disciplinary 
control over such officers and employees.

52. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the rules made thereunder 
and to any general or special directions as the State Government may give 
in this behalf, the officers and other employees employed by the Gram 
Panchayat and the officers and other employees whose services have been 
placed at the disposal of the Gram Panchayat shall exercise such powers, 
perform such functions and discharge such duties as the Gram Panchayat 
may determine.



CHAPTER—V 

Property and Fund of Gram Panchayat

Power to acquire 
hold and dis
pose of property.

Properties vested 
in the Gram 
Panchayats.

Allocation of 
property to 
Gram Pa°- 
chayats.

Acquisition of 
land for Gram 
Panchayats.

53. A Gram Panchayat shall have power to acquire, hold and dispose 
of property and to enter into contracts:

Provided that in all cases of acquisition or disposal of immovable 
property, the Gram Panchayat shall obtain the prior approval of the State 
Government.

54. Subject to such restrictions or conditions as the State Government
may think fit and proper, all properties of the nature specified below and
situated within the local limits of a Gram Panchayat shall vest in and belong
to the Gram Panchayat concerned and shall be under its direction, manage
ment and control and shall be held and applied for the purpose of this Act—

(a) all public buildings constructed and maintained out of the funds 
of the Gram Panchayat;

(b) all public roads which have been constructed and maintained
out of the funds of the Gram Panchayat and the stones and
other materials thereof and also trees, erection materials,
implements and things provided for such roads; and

(c) all lands and other properties movable or immovable, transferred 
to the Gfani Panchayat by the State Government.

(2) The State Government may, by notification, exclude any street, 
bridge or drain from the operation of this Act or of any specified Section 
of this A c t:

Provided that, if ^he cost of the construction of the work shall have 
been paid from the Gram Panchayat Fund, such work shall not be excluded 
from the operation of this Act or any specified Section of this Act except 
after consideration of the views of the Gram Panchayat at' a meeting.

55. The State Government may allocate to a Gram Panchayat any 
public property situated within its local jurisdiction, and thereupon such 
property shall vest in and come under the control of the Gram Panchayat.

56, (1) Where a Gram Panchayat requires land for carrying out any of 
the purposes of this Act, it may negotiate with person or persons having 
interest in the said land and if it fails to reach an agreement, it may make 
an application in the manner prescribed to the Collector of the District for 
the acquisition of the land and the Collector may, if he is satisfied that the 
land is required for public purposes, take steps to acquire the land under 
any law for the time being in force for acquisition of land and such land 
shall, on acquisition, vest in the Gram Panchayat.

(2) Subject to such conditions as may be imiposed and any special 
reservation as may be made by the State Govfei^y^tt, <%hibCi3P^)j^eii^^. pf 
all public property, markets, fairs and ferrieNfi® )Sjiwh{,BO|:Jip§ t̂ĵ ê ôf as 
are held upon public land and as are maintaiefi^^x
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Power to borrow 
money.

Gram Panchayat 
Fund.

within the local limits of a Gram may be entmcted to the Gram Panchapat 
concerned and thereupon such public property, markets, fairs and ferries 
shall be managed and regulated by the Gram Panchayat concerned, which 
shall receive, to the credit of the Gram Panchayat Fund, all dues levied or 
imposed by it in respect thereof.

57. A Gram Panchayat may borrow money from the State Govern
ment or, with the sanction of the prescribed authority from the Central 
Governlnent or, from the banks or other financial institutions for fur- 
therence of its objectives on the basis of such specific schemes as may be 
drawn up by the Gram Panchayat.

58. (1) For every Gram Panchayat there shall be constituted a Gram 
Panchayat Fund bearing the name of the Gram Panchayat and there shall 
be placed to the credit thereof—

(a) contributions and grants, made by the Central or the State 
Government including grants-in-aid from the Consolidated Fund 
of the State based on the recommendation of the State Finance 
Commission constituted under this A c t;

(b) contributions and grants, if any made by the Zilla Parishad, 
Panchayat Samiti or any other local authority ;

(c) loans, if any, granted by the Central Government or the State 
Government or any of the institutions specified in this Section

(d) all receipts on account of taxes, rates, duties, tolls and fees 
levied by i t ;

(e) all receipts in respect of any schools, hospitals, dispensaries, 
buildings, institutions or works vested in, constructed by or placed 
under the control and management of the Gram Panchayat;

(f) all sums received as gift or contribution and all income from 
any trust or endowment made in favour of the Gram Pan
chayat ;

(g) such fines and penalties imposed and realised under the provi* 
sions of this Act as may be prescribed ; and

(h) all other sums received by or on behalf of the Gram Pan
chayat.

(2) Every Gram Panchayat shall set apart and apply annually such 
sum as may be required to meet the cost of its own administration including 
the payment of salary, allowances, provident fund and gratuity to its offi
cers and employees.

(3) 'Every Gram Panchayat shall have the power to open such 
account as it thinks fit for carrying out the ptirposes of this Act.

(4) The Gram Panchayat Fund shall be vested in the Gram Pan
chayat arid the amount standing to the credit of the Fund shall be kept in 
such custody as the State Government may, from time ti time, direct.



Imposition of 
tax by Gram 
Panchayats.

(5) Subject to such general control as the Gram Panchayat may 
exercise from time to time, all orders for payment from the Gram Pan
chayat Fund shall be signed by the Pradhan, or in his absence, by the 
Upa-Pradhan.

(6) The Gram Panchayat Fund shall be operated in such manner 
as may be prescribed.

59. (1) Subject to such rules as may be made in this behalf, a Gram 
Panchayat may impose yearly, on lands and buildings within the local 
limits of its jurisdiction, a tax at such rate as may be prescribed on the 
annual value of such lands and buildings to be paid by the owners and 
occupiers thereof.

(2) The following lands and buildings shall be exempted from 
imposition of tax under sub-scction (1) namely—

la) lands and buildings, the annual value of which is not more than 
such limit as may be prescribed;

(b) lands and buildings belonging to a local authority and usid or 
intended t6 be used exclusively for a public purpose and not 
used or intended to be used for purposes of profit;

(c) lands and buildings used exclusWely for religious, educational 
or charitable purposes; and

(d) lands and buildings owned by the Central or State Govern
ment.

(3) The Stat? Gpvernment may, by notification, exempt either 
wnolly or in part any other class of properties or classes of properties speci
fied in the notification from the taxes or rates or duties leviable under this 
Section.

(4) Subject to such rules, restrictions and conditions as may- be 
made in this behalf, a Gram Panchayat may with the prior approval of the 
State Government levy—

<a) on all transfers of iminovable property situated within the local 
limits of the Gram Panchayat, a duty in the shape of an addi
tional stamp duty at such rate as may be prescribed on as the 
case may be, the amount of the consideration for the sak, the 
value of the property in the case of a gift, the amount secured 
by the mortgage, the value of the property of the greater value 
in the case of exchange, or the value of rent for the first ten 
years in the case of a lease, as set forth in the instrument; and

(b) a duty in the shape of an additional stamp duty at such rate as 
may be prescribed on all payments for admission to any j n̂ter- 
tainment.

(5) The State Government may make rules for regulating the 
collection of the duty on transfers of immovable property and duty 
on entertairmient referred to in sub-section (4), the payment thereof 
to the Gram Panchayat and the deduction of any expenses incurred by 
the State Government in the collection thereof.

ExplanatiMi—In this Section—
(a) "annual value” in relation to any land or buildings, means 

an amount not exceeding six per centum of the market value 
of such land and building estimated in the prescribed manner;



(b) ''entertainment” includes any exhibition, cinematograph
exhibition, performance, amusement, games or sports to
which persons are admitted on payment.

Levy_of rates (j) Subject to such maximum rates as the State Government
and fees prescribe, a Oram Panchayat may levy the following fees, rates and

tolls namely:—

(i) fees on the registration of veh icles;

(ii) a fee for providing sanitary arrangements at such places 
of worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its jurisdic
tion as may be specified by the State Government by noti-

' fication published in the manner prescribed;

(iii) a water rate, where arrangement for the supply of water 
for drinking, irrigation or any other purpose is made by 

the Gram Panchayat within its jurisdiction;

(iv) a lighting rate, where arrangement for lighting of public 
streets and places is made by the Graom Panchayat within

its jurisdiction ;

(v) a conservancy rate, where arrangement for cleaning private 
latrines, urinals and cesspools is made by the Gram Pan
chayat within its jurisdiction;

(vi) fees on licence for running trade, wholesale or retail, 
within the juridiction of the Gram Panchayat imless such 
licence or such trade is prohibited under any law for the 
time being in force;

(vii) tolls on persons, vehicles or animals or any class of them  
at any toll bar which is established by the Gram Panchayat 
on any road or bridge vested in or under the management 

of the Gram Panchayat; and

(viii) tolls in respect of any ferry established by or under the 
management of the Gram Panchayat.

(2) The Gram Panchayat shall not undertake registration of 
vehicles or levy fees therefor and shall not provide sanitary arrange
ment at places of worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its 
jurisdiction or levy fees therefor if such vehicle has already been 
registered by any other authority under any law for the time being 
in force or if such provision for sanitary arrangement has already 
been made by any other local authority or by the State Government.

Appeal against 61. An appeal shall lie against any order made by Gram Pan-
imposition of chayat imposing tax or levying rate, fee or toll in such manner as

prescribed before the prescribed authority and the decision of 
to or ee. prescribed authority in appeal shall be final.



Recovery of tolls 
taxes, rates or 
fees as arrears 
of land revenue.

62, A ll dues on account of taxes, rates, tolls or fees payable to 
Gram Panchayat under this Act shall be recoverable as arrears of land
revenue.

Remission or 
revision of tax. 
toll, rate or fee.

Budget of the 
Gram Panchayat,

63. (1) The State Government may remit the whole or part of any 
tax imposed or rate, toll or fee levied by a Gram Panchayat in r6spect 
of any period after the commencement of this Act.

(2) The power exercisable by the State Government under 
sub-section (1) shall also be exercisable either generally or in any 
specified area by the -prescribed authority under such circumstances 
as the State Government may prescribe.

(3) A Gram Panchayat may, by resolution and under such 
circumstances as may be prescribed, remit the whole or part of any 
such tax, rate, toll or fee imposed or levied by it provided that no such 
resolution shall take effect unless it is approved by the prescribed 
authority.

(4) Where any tax, rate, toll or fee has been remitted under the 
Section, any sum realised from any person on account of tax, rate, toll 
or fee so remitted, shall be refunded to him by the Graiji Panchayat.

64. (1) The Pradhan of every Gram Panchayat shall at such time 
and in such manner as may be prescribed cause to be prepared in 
each year a budget of its estimated income and expenditure for the 
following year and shall place the budget for passing in the meeting of the 
Gram Panchayat to be convened for the purpose and shall submit the 
budget to the Panchayat Samiti having jurisdiction over the area of 
the Gram.

(2) The Panchayat Samiti may, within such time as may be 
prescribed, either approve the budget or return it to the Gram 
Panchayat for such modifications as it may direct. On such modifi
cations being made the budget shall be resubmitted within such time 
as may be prescribed for approval of the Panchayat Samiti. If 
approval of the Panchayat Samiti is not received by the Gram 
Panchayat within two months or by the last date ©f the year, whichever 
is earlier the budget shall be deemed to be approved by the Panchayat 
Samiti.

(3) No expenditure shall be incurred unless the budget is 
approved by the Panchayat Samiti.

(4) If before such date as nmy be prescribed a Gram Pan
chayat fails to submit the budget to the Panchayat Samiti, the 
prescribed authdrity may call upon the Gram Panchayat to furnish 
such information as it may require and may prepare the budget 
as required under sub-section (1) and submit it to the Panchayat 
Samiti for approval and the budget so prepared by the prescribed 
authority shall have effect as if  it had been passed by the Gram 
Panchayat, and the prescribed authority shall submit it to the 
Panchayat Samiti.



(5) On receipt of the budget from the prescribed authority 
under sub-section (4), the Panehayat Samiti shall approve the budget 
with such modification as deemed necessary and return it to tlie  
prescribed authority for onward transmission to the Gram Panehayat

Supplementary 65. A Gram Panchayat may prepare in each year a supplementary
Budget. estimate providing for ariy modification of its budget and submit it

to the Panchayat Samiti for approval within such time and in such 
manner as may be prescribed.

Accounts. 66- iJvery Gram Panchayat shall keep accounts of its income and
expenditure in such manner and in such form as may be prescribed.



PART III 

PANCmYAT SAMITI 

CHAPTEB.—I 

Constitution of Panchayat Samiti

Creiitionof 
Bio ;lk.

61. (1) The State Government may, by notification, divide a District 
into Blocks each of which shall comprise such local areas as may be specified 
in the notification;

I'rovided that a Block may comprise such Grams as are not conti
guous or have not common boundaries and are separated by an area to 
which tliis Act does not extend or area;; in which the remaining Sections 
of this Act, referred to in sub-section (3) of Section 1, have not^comt into 
force.

(2) The notification under sub-section (1) shall specify the name 
of the Block by which it shall be known and shall specify the local limits 
of such Block.

(3) The State Government may, after making such enquiry as it 
may think fit and after consulting the views of the Panchayat Samiti or 
Samitis concerned; by notification—

(a) exclude from any Block any Gram comprised therein;
(b) include in any Block an> Gram contiguous to such Block 

or separated by an area to which this Act does not extend 
QT̂ i i  wtiich the remaining Sections of this Act, referred to 
in sub-section (3) of SectiDn 1, have not come into force;

(c) diyjcle the area of a Bloclc so as to constitute two or more 
Blpcks; or

Co istitution of
Panchayat
Sataiti.

(d)' unite the areas of two or more Blocks so as to constitute 
a si]ig!e Block.

68. (1) For each' Block there shall be cdnstituted a Panchayat Samiti 
having urisdiction, save and except as otherwise provided in this Act, over 
the entire Block excluding such portions of the Block as are included in a 
Munidijfallity or under the authority of a Municipal Corporation or a Noti
fied Ar(ja Authority constituted under ary law forthe time being in force;

Provided that a Panchayat Samiti may have its office in any area 
comprised within the excluded portion of the Block.

<;2) Every Panchayat Samiti shall be a body corporate by the naftie 
of the B̂ lock and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal and 
subject to such restrictions as are imposed by or under this Act or any other 
enactment, shall be vested with the capacity of suing or being sued in its 
corporate name, or acquiring, holding and transferring property, movable 
or immovable, whether without or within the limits of the area over which 
it has E.uthority, of entering into contracts and of doing all things, neces
sary ̂ proper and. expedient for the purpose, for which it is constituted.



Effect of 
alteration of 
ihe area of 
Block.

69. (1) When any Gr|m is excluded from a Block under clause (a) of 
sub-section (3) of Section 67, suc^ Gram shall, as from the date of the 
notification referred to in that siib-section, cease to be subject to i he juris
diction of the Panchayat Samiti of that Block and, unless the State 
Government otherwise directs, to the rules, orders, directions and notifica
tions in force therein.

(2) When a Gram is included in a Block under clause (b) of sub
section (3) of Section 67, the Panchayat Sarniti for that Block shall, as 
from the date of the notification referred to in that sub-section, have jutis- 
diction over such Gram and, unless the State Government otherwise 
directs, all rules, orders, directions and notifications in that Block shall apply 
to the Gram so included.

(3) When the area of any Block is divided under clause (c) of sub
section (3) of Section 67, so as to constitute two or more Blocks, there shall 
be reconstitution of the Panchayat Samiti for the newly constituted 
Blocks in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and the Panchayat 
Samiti of the Block so divided shaU, as from the date of coming into office 
of the newly constituted Panch#yat * Samitis, cease to exist.

(4) When the areas of two lOr more Blppks are united under clause
(d) of sub-section (3) of Section 67 spk as to constitute a single Block, there 
shall be reconstitution of the Panchayat Samitis for the newly constituted 
Blocks in accordance with the provision^ of this Act, and the Panchayat 
Samities of the Blocks so united §hall, as from the date of coming into ofiice 
of the newly constituted Panchayat Samiti, cease to exist.

(5) When under sub-section (3) of Section 67 any Gram is excluded 
from, or included in, a Block, or a Block is divided so as to constitute two 
or more Blocks, or two or more Blocks are united to constitute a single 
Block, the properties, funds and liabilities pf the Panchayat Samiti or 
Samitis affected by such reorganisation shall vest in such Panchayat 
Samiti or Panchayat Samitis and in accordance with such allocation, as may 
be determined by order in writing by the prescribed authority, and such 
determination shall be final.

(6) An order made under sub-section (5) may contain such supple
mental, incidental and consequential provisions as may be necessary to 
give effect to such reorganisation.

Composition of
Panchayat
Samiti.

70. (1) Every Panchayat Samiti shall consist of—

(a) directly elected members from territorial constituencies as 
determined under section 71 of this A ct;

(b) The members of the Legislative Assembly of the State 
representing constituencies which comprise wholly or partly 
the Panchayat Samiti, ex-officio; and

(c) The Pradhans of Gram Panchayats within the Block, 
ex-offlcio.



(2) The Gram Pradhans or other members of the Panchayat Samiti, 
whether or not chosen by direct election from territorial constituencies in 
thz Panchayft Samiti, shall have the right to vote in the meetings of the 
Penchayat Simiti except for election and removal of the Chairman and 
th ; Vice-Cha rman of the Panchayat Samiti.

Number cf 
members to be 
elected to Pan
chayat Samiti.

71. (1) The number of elected members of a Panchayat Samiti shall 
consist of persons elected from the territorial constituencies in the Pan
chayat area, as may be notified from time to time by the Government, 
at the rate oJ one member for every Eight thousands population or part 
thereof, of thj Panchayat area; so, however, that the total number of mem
bers of the Panchayat Samiti shall not exceed,fifteen.

(2) Fcr election to the Panchayat Samiti, the prescribed authority 
shall, in accordance with such rules as may be prescribed in this behalf by 
the State Gcvernment, divide the Panchayat Samiti area into territorial 
constituencies in such manner that the population of each constituency, 
shall, as far as practicable, be the same throughout the Panchayat Samiti 
area.

Reservation of 
seats.

(3) Ee ch territorial constituency shall elect one member through 
direct election in the manner as prescribed.

72. (1) Seats shall be reserved in a Panchayat Samiti for the Scheduled 
castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and the number of seats to be reserved shall 
bear, as nearly as may be, the same proportion, to the total number of seats 
to be fiUed by direct election in that Panchayjat Samiti, as the population 
of the: Spheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes in that Panchayat Samiti 
area bears to the total population of that area and such seats may be 
allotted by r3tation to different constituencies in a Panchayat Samiti in 
such manner as may be prescribed.

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of seats reserved 
under subNsection (1) shaE be reserved for women belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes or, as the case may be, the Scheduled Tribes.

Duration of
Panchayat
Samiti.

(3) Not less than one third (including the number of seats reserved 
for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) 
of the total num^r of seats to be filled by direct election in every Pan
chayat Samiti shall be reserved for women and such seats may be alfotted 
by rotation to different territorial constituencies in a Panchayat Simiti, iii 
such manner as may be prescribed.

(1) Every Panchayat Samiti unless sooner dissolved shall continue 
for five years from the date appointed for its first meeting and no longer.

(2) No amendment of any law for the time being in force 
shall have the effect of causing dissolution of Panchayat Samiti which 
is functioning immediately before such amendment, till the expira
tion of its duration specified in sub-section (1).



General Elec
tion to the 
Panchayat 
Samiti.

74. (1) The first General Electkm px General Elecion, as ;he 
ease may be, of the members of a I^arichayut Samiti jhall be h l̂d 
under the provisions of this Act End of the rules and orders mi.de 
constitution with the State Governrient may, by bne or more notifica
tion in the Official Gazette specify.

(2) The G eneral Election to constitute Panchayat Samiti shall be 
completed—

(a) be’ore the eigpiry oi its duration specified in sib- 
sectior (1) of Section 73 ; £.nd

'(b) in case of diss61ution, before the expiration of a period
of six months from the date of its dissolutior :

Provided that where the remi^jd^r of th? period for which 1he 
dissolved Panch iyat Samiti woi,rikI hay^ con:inued is less than six 
months, it shall m>t be necessary tc any election under t. lis 
clause for constituting the Panchayat Sami|i fer such period

(3) Election in respect of casual or other vacancies shall be 
held at such tinr.e as may be prescri])ed.

(4) If for any reason the first .G enenl Election or Gene'al
Election can no: be held within the time specified in tho notification
r e f e r r e d i n  sub-seetion (1) or sut'^section the States/ii^fixption 
CoiiWnii^ion iii i ionsultaticai w i^  iha i^ ate :G^>vernme nt shiffi fix 
another date within which suqh elecl^cjn !î ]tall ae {held.

,($) The names of all persons”< l̂ested to be a Panchayal Samiti at he 
first General Election or ttie General Election shaH be puUished by ihe 
State Election Commissioner in the Official Gazette and upon such publica
tion being made such Panchayat Samit shall be deemed to be duly con;ti- 
tuted.

(6) The Panchayat Samiti constituted up-Dn the dissolution of a 
Panchayat Samiti before the ex^ ati< » iio f itis d^ation  siiall continue 
only for the renainder ^ f  tlie period fbr which the dissolved Pan
chayat Samiti would have continued under sub-section (1) of section 73 
had it not been so dissolved.

Disqualifica
tion pf mem
bers of Pancha
yat Samiti.

75. Subject ;o the other prtwisions cO€Matain3d in the iVct, a person 
shall not be qualified to be a member ©f >a Bancbayat Samiti, if—

(a) he is a member of ;a«iy n^unicipal Dr other local authority 
constituted under any law for the time beiig in force#

(b) he is so disqualified by or under any law §@r.
beinii in force for the p jtitfKJses of elections to t ^ i e g  s- 

lature of the State of Tiipura and he is so cisqualified bjr 
or uiider any law made oy the legislature of the State of 
Tripura: or

Provided that no person shall b<‘ disqualified on the ground that 
he is less than ;wenty-five years of age, if he’ has attain ĵd the age of 
twenty -one years;



(c) he has, directly or indirectly by himself or by his partner 
or emplpyer or an employe'3, any shai e or Intercast in any 
contraict w i h, by or on behalf of the Panchayat Samiti 
or a Gram ‘^ancha^M w the Blo ±  concerned or the 

Zilla Pafishac of tlie District
Provided ihat no p jrsqn shall be deemed to be disqualified for 

being electied a member cdE a Panchayai Sanffti by reason only of his 
having a share or iiiter ?st in any pub’ic company as definsd in the 
Companies Act, 1956, >/hich contracts with or is employcjd by the 
Panqhayat Samiti or a ay such Gram Panchayat or such Zilla 
Pi^rishad;

(d) he d i^ isse d  from the sei vice of the Central
Government or a ?rtate Government Dr a local authority 
or a qp-Qperatiye society, (»r a Government Company or 
a Cpri^ration o\m ed or controlled by the Central 
Goverj]p|i^enf or tfil* ^ a te  government for misconduct 
involving laoraf' turpituds and fi /e  years have not

dapsM iro n the 4ale ôf sich dismissal;
(e) tie be^n adjudged by a compe tent court to be of 

unsound m in i ;
(f) he IS a n w d ^ i> a r ^ 4  insohent;
(g) he bemg a (lischa]^g|^ insolvent has not obtair ed from
' tHe coui;);*ja j?fr|^c^e'thal^ was caused

by misfortune witiidut any misconduct on his part; or
(h) he has beeri ' ôiî Kcte  ̂ by :ourt for in  offence mvolving 

moral turpi ud’e punishab e . with im p riso^ etit lor  a 
peric^ bi in >l  ̂ than six  months or an offence ^ d e r  
c h to e r  1 5 ^  of Ihe Indian Penal Code or Chapter ^1 of

V il of i |ie  of the People A ^ , J.951,
_ anil'ftv^ yesrs hkVe not elapsed from the date ofce3J|)ira- 

tion oi<t|ie ;j^esi^Ge.

ilif̂ (?ation ' 76. (1) 4  df a ^afifehayat Samiti belonging to any political
S fd feS S tod  ;j?arty §hall be (ij§^^uaM id being a member of the I*anchayat 
decision thereon. Samiti—

(a) If he has vDluntarily given up his riembershi]? of such 
p o liti^ l J)alt^ ; or
If hg Wpt^g jibstMins from ^ i n g  in the Panchayat 
^ai^iti scpriti afy to any diiection issued by the; political 
party'6b ^hich he belongs cr by any person or authority 
aull^oria^d by it "ifl th|s behalf, w  thout obtaining in  
egblierxase,, tbe.pi*ipj .written petmiss:on of such political 
party, persoii jĈ  authority such voting cr absten
tion has not , been condoned by such political party, 
peiESon'«l? autfetttj^y witfein thirty days from the date of 

or iaisstentdon.
' i t i ’or ti*esiiirpi0se pf tl«s su])-section, a member 

of a l*asi0lia^t h a l i t e  (feî ®t*ed to -belong to the political party,
if any, by heiwas I IP a * (^ ;id id a te  for election as sudh
member.



M^orit>' of 
n̂ mt>er8«]eo-‘ 
ted at a general 
election tbfuhc* 
ifion w h ^  elec
tion of qiifmbers 
frooi constitu
e n t ^  can not 
beheld.

(2'; A member of a Panchayat Samiti who has been elected as 
such otherwise than ^  a candidate set up by any political party 
shall be disqualiied Jor being a member of the Panchayat Samiti if 
he joins any political party after such election.

NOTE: For the purpose of this Section “political party” means 
a political party which has been recognised by the Election Commi
ssion of Iidia as a national party or as a state party of this State.

(3) If any question arises as to whether a member of
Panchayat Samiti h ^  becmne subject to disqualification under sub- 
section (1), the question shall be referred for decision of tlie District 
Magistrate havmg jurisdictioti over such Panchayat Samiti and his 
decision shall be final. " ^

(4) The proceeding under sub-section (1) shall be completed 
and deci£iion thereq?  ̂ shall be cdmmunicated within fifteen days from 
the date when an j such questidn has been referred.

(5) During Ijendency of a proceeding no decision shall be taken 
by ttie Panchayat, S ^ i t i  in any meeting for the removal or election 
of the Chairman and ihe Vice-jShairrhan.

(6) The disqualification shall take effect from the date of the 
decision of the District Magistrate.

77. (1) Notwithstanding an^hihg coiitained elsewhere in this Act, 
at a General Election of the nidint»ers df a Panchayat Samiti—

(a) if the election of any miember from any constituency can 
not be hem ; or

(b) if held,jresujt pf sueli election can not be published in the 
Official, pai^ette by r<?fspn of the order of a court or for 
any other Reason, wiifim such time as the State Govern
ment considers reasonable

the State Governriieftt may, if it thinis expedient so to do in the interest 
of the administration,, of the P an ctoat Samiti concerned, by an order, 
direct that sucK oKtije members the panchayat samiti as ha:ve been 
elected a]id are able to assume office as members, shall forthwith a^ume 
such office.

(2) Upon an order under sub-section (1) being made, the 
names pj the members, who have been elected and as rsgards the 
publication of the result of Whose election there is no impediment, 
shall be published in the Official Gazette and such members shall 
assume office ^  members of the newly constituted Panchayat Samiti 
after Gejieral Election of the members of the Panchayat Samiti and 
shall be cieemed to constitute, for the being, total number cf members 
of the Panchayat Samiti.

(3) Aliy member of the Panchayat Samiti who is subsequently 
elected o: whoSe name is subsequently published the Official Gazette 
as a member, shall be entitled to assume office as such member, but 
his term of office shall be deemed to have commenced from the date 
of the first meeting w h ich  a (Juorum is present of the memberi 
referred to in sub-section (1).



Election of 78. (1) The directly elected members of every Panchayat Samiti shall, at
vice-^a*irman. first meeting at which a quorum is prese:it elect, in the prescnbed

manner, one of its directly elected members tc be Chairman and another 
member to be the Vice-Chairman of the Panchayat Sam iti:

Provided that the ex-oflScio member ;̂, such as Gram Pradhan, 
Member of Legislative Assembly and other ex-c fficio members shall not be 
eligible for such election :

Provided further that subject to such rules as may be made in this 
behalf by the State Government, a member shall not be eligible for such 
election unless he declares in writing that, on being elected, he shall be 
a whole time functionary of his office and that during the period for which 
he holds or is due to hold such office, he shall not hold such office of profit 
unless he has obtained leave of absence from his place of employment or 
shall not carry on or be associated with any business, profession or calling 
in such manner that shall, or is likely to, interfere with due exercise of his 
powers or due performance of his functions or due discharge of his duties.

(2) The meeting to be held under sub-section (1) shall be convened 
by the prescribed authority in the prescribed manner.

(3) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman, subject to the provision 
of Section 82 and to their continuing as members, shall hold office 
for a period of five years;

 ̂ . ,(4) On expiî  ̂ of five years or on ceasing to be members, which 
ever is earlier, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman shall hand over the 
charges to the prescribed authority.

(5) When—
(a) the office of ;the Chairman falls vacant by reason of death, 

repigmtion, removal or otherwise; or
(b) the Chairman, is, by reason of leave, ilhiess, or other cause, 

temporarily unable to act, the Vice<3iairman shall exercise 
the j^wers, perfdrm the functions and discharge the duties 
of the Chairman until a new Chairman is elected and 
assumes office or until the Chairman resumes his duties, as 
the case may be.

(6) When— J

(a) the ofiftce of the Vice Chairman falls vacant by reason of 
death, resignaticn, removal or otherwise; or

(b) the Vice Chairman is, by reason of leave illness or other 
cause, temporarily unable to act, the Chairman shall exercise 
the pbwers, perform the functions and discharge the duties 
of the Vice Chairman until a new Vice Chairman is elected 
and assumes office or until the Vice Chairman resumes his 
duties, as the case may be.

(7) When the offices of th« Chairman and the Vice -Chairman are 
both vacant or the Chairman and the Vice Chairman are temporarily una
ble to act, the prescribed authority may appoint a Chairman and a 
Vice Chairmaa from amctngst the elected members of the Panchayat Samiti 
to act a? such until a Ghalhrfafe br a Vice Chairman is elected and assumes



of
seats.

Resignation of 
Chairman, Vice 
iChairman Oi’

Removal of 
n.eniber of 
Panch^y^t Samiti.

ofRcc or until tfte Chaiirm^ or tHe Vice Ghairman resumes duties, as tfee 
case may be.

(8)' Notv ithstaEkdjngi anytijag to the cont;:ary contained in this Act,
the State Goveinment ma^, by un order in writing, remove a Chairman or 
a Vice Chairmi h front o#c3 if, in its opiiiksn, he holds any office of 
profit or carries oh dj ir asSdfeiatetfVith* any profession or calling
in sich manner that shall, or is lil^ly interfere with due exercise or his 
powers, perfomahce of hir fui.c^o^as or discharge of his duties:

Provided tMf tfee S^t6? i3^fcmnient shall, before making any such 
order, give the persoA c;pnceMei an oppoftumty for making a repre.ienta- 
tion against the pro^tfci or^r-

(9) The OiaiiTO«& and t le of the Panchayat Ĵ amiti
shall be entitle 4 to l^m ^of abiei^e for, sucji period or periods as may 
be prescribed. ,

79. (1) Seats shiil Ipie re^rye(l in tlie oflEice of the Chairman of Panchayat 
Sam ti for the i Johedul^ ^ ^ s  and .if̂ e Spbedulbd Ti^bes and the number 
of o lc e s  so reserved ip t^c Stat e shaB' |ea t, as liearly as may be, the same 
proportion to the tbtaf riumBei the population t>f the
Scheduled Caste s in tM State 6i 'of the Sfehe^tiled Tribes in the State bears 
to the total po])ulation Of the S tate;

(2) Not k.;s than .total number of offices of Cha rmna
of I’anchayat 5iamiti, î <?̂ djing[ tj\e^number of seats resrved for the Sche
duled Castes and the Scheduled Trills, shall be reserved for woman in such 
manner as may be prescribed :

Providec that t^e huikber of offic^ reserved under this Section shall 
be Ellotted by rotation t6 ittterfeiit^^^^chayat Samitis in such manr er as 
ima  ̂ be prescf41>ed witWti St^ta .

(3) .Save as o|l\^^^j^ioyjl!^ed,‘under this Act, the-Chairman and 
the Vice Chainnan of a ^ancheyat Sj f̂tiiti shall hold office for the term of 
office of the members^of the Pun̂  ̂ Samiti.

^0. (1) A Chairman or a \ ic e  Chaitttian or a member of Panchayat 
Samiti may resign his office b> writing under his hand to the prescribed 
authority and, 3n ,̂ uch resignation being accepted, the Chairman, the Vice 
Cha rinan or ti e member* as the case may "be, shall be deemed tc have 
vacated his office.

(2) When a .resvgn^ioii iŝ  accented under sub-section (1), the 
prescribed autl ority shaJl cominuiii^ate it to the members of Panchayat 
San:iti concerned within t^i^y days of such acceptance.

31. (1) Th(; prescribed authority njay, after giving opportunity to a 
meriber of a Panchayat Samiti (other than an ex-officio member) to show 
caur.e agaiiist tlie actiott pi^pos<sd to be taken against him, by order remove 
him from office— -

(a) if, after he becoJi^s a member, he is convicted by a criminal 
court for invorvirig moral turpitude and punish-



Reitio^Ttjf
ChainiiaM/Vice
Chairman.

vaoKKfy of tbfc 
Chair- 

ma^^ce- 
Chairman.

FillS^W (^uaJ 
‘Vacancy in the 
office of the 
meif ber of 
Pancliayat 
Samiti.

TerA '̂of-^ffice 
of Chairman, 
Vice Chairman 
or r^mber, 
casu#va(

able with 
nttshtftsr;

imprisonment for a period of more than six

(b) if he was disqualified to be a member of the Pancti^ar 
Skmiti jrt the time of his becoming a member;^

(c) if he incurs any o f the disfusMcatlonsr mentioned in 
clauses (a) to (h) of section 75 after his becoming a member 

of the Piificfhayat SaMiti;

(d) if he 1̂  absent from three consecutive mce^ngs of the Paii- 
chayati^miti without the l e ^  of thesp^ciliyat Samiti; or

(e) if he does not pay-any arre^-in respect "of any tax, toll, fee 
or rate" payable under this Act.

(2) Any member of a Panchayat Samiti who is removed from his 
office by the prescribed authority under sub-sectional) i*li>y» within thirty 
days from the date of the order, appeal to -such- authority as the State 
Government may appoint in this behalf, and thereupon, the authority so 
appointed may stay the operation of the order till the disposal of the appeal 
and may, after giving notice of the appeal to the prescribed authority, 
and after giving the appellant an opportunity of being heard, modify, set 
aside or coiifirih the order.

final:
(3)’ 'The oRier passed by su<̂ h authcifity on s&h"appeal shall be

82. A Oiairmtm or a VicH^hairfflaii of a P^inchayat Samiti may, at 
any thfte, ̂  Temoved from offiee by "a tesDMcm of the Panchayat Samiti 
carried by the m^ority o f the exfeting iefedte# members of^the Panchayat 
Samiti at a meetiitg-^^^pedally convent for the purpose in the prescribed 
manner Notice of suc^ meeting shall be given to the prescritwd authority 
by not less than one fifth of the total members:

Provided that in such meeting, while any resolution for the removal 
of the Chairman froin his office is under consideration, the Chairman, or 
while a%%e^hitibn^6r th6 temt)vaf of"the^Vice-^alhnaii "from his office 
is under consideration, the Vice-Chairman, shall not, though he is present, 
preside and the pro^sic^* of ‘̂su%*-siffcfidrr‘ <3)'<of Section'(^ 7  shall apply in 
relation to every such meeting as they apply in^refsftion to ia meeting from 
which the Chairman or, as the case may b̂e, the. Vice-Chairman is absent.

83. Iii the everft of reM&varbf a '^Chmrman of a Vipe-Chairman under 
section‘82 or when a 'Vacant^^occiars In tHsf b|Bce of a^.Ch^iman or a Vice- 
Chairman by resignation, death, or- bffifefwsb  ̂ the Pancfiaykt Samiti shall 
elect another Chairmite or Vi©e-Clmitinaii," iir the prescribed manner.

84. If the office of'st'^me'iiber of a iParicklyaf vacant
by reasoii of bis death, resignation, removal or otherm^, the vacancy shall 
be filled by election in the prescribed manner.

85; ChaM llff'oFVtes C h a i r m . ^ n ' S e c t i o n  83 and
a person who becomes a memoier under Section to llfl a casual vacancy 
shall hpid office for the^unexpired portion erf the term ofToffice of the person 
in whose place he is so elected.
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86. (1) SMaries and aflowances of the Qiairman and the Vice-Chaiiman 
of a Panchayat Samiti shall be such as may be prescribed.

(2) feyery member of a Panchayat Samiti, other than the 
Chaii-niari or the Victe-Chairmari, shall be entitled to receive such sitting 
feej as may prescribed.
' 87. (1) Every Panchay^  ̂ Samiti shall hold a meeting in its office 

at least once in two months (hereinafter in this Section called ordinary 
.meetjiig) ,<m such datei and at such hour as thfe Panchayat Samiti may 
fix at Tthe immjediately preceding meeting:

Provided that the first meeting of a newly constituted Panchayat 
Samiti shall be Ttield on such: dat6 and at such hour and at such place 
witjiin local limits of the Block concerned as the prescribed authority 
may f ix : '

Prov’idfed further that the Chairman, when recjuired m wx-iting 
by bne-fifth of the meiii^rs of the Panchayat Samiti to call a meeting, 
after giving intimation to the prescribed authority and after giving 
seven days’ notice to the members of the Panchayat Samiti, shall do so 
ftxing the date and hour of the meetmg within fifteen days failing which the 
members aforesaid may call a meeting withhi thirty days after giving inti- 
matiop to the preswib^ authority and after giving seven days notice to the 
Chairman and the other members of the Panchayat Samiti. Such meetmg 
shall be held in the office of the Panchayat Samiti on such date and at such 
hoyr as the members calling the meeting may decide. The prescribed 
aufl^^ity. may appoint an ob^rver for such meeting who shall submit to the 
prescribed authority a report in wrttin® duly signed by him within a 
weejc of the meetiri®. The prescribed authority shall on receipt of 
the report, take such action thereoM as it may deem fit.

(2) Ten cleiar days’ notice of an ordinary meeting and seven 
clear days’ notice of a special meeting, specifying the time at which 
such meeting^is to be held and the business to be transacted there at, 
shall be sent to the members and pasted ap at the oflEice of the Pan- 
cliayat Samiti. Such notice shall include, in case of special meeting, 
any motion, or proposition mentioned in the written request made for 
such meeting.

(3> The <3hairman, or in his absence the Vice-Chairman, shaU 
preside over the meeting of the Panchayat Samiti, and in the abseoee 
of both, the members present shall elect one of them to be 
president of the meeting.

(4) One-third of the total number of members shall form quorum 
for a meeting of the Panchayat Samiti:

Provided that no quorum shall be necessary for an adjourned
meeting. :  ̂ . . .

(5) All questions coming before a Panchayat Samiti shall,be, 
decided by a majority of vote: ^

. : j Provifiied: that in case of equality of votes the person presiding 
shall have a casting vote: . -



Provided further that in case of a requisitioned meeting for the 
removal of a Chairman or a Vice-Chairman under Section 82, the person 
presiding over the meeting shall have no casting vote.

(6) No member of a Panchayat Samiti shall vote on, or take
part in the discussion of, any question coming up for consideration 
at a meeting of the Panchayat Samiti or any committee, if the question 
is one in which, apart from its general application to the public, he 
has any direct pecuniary interest. .

(7) (i) No matter shall be discussed at any ordinary 
meeting unless it has been entered in the notice convening such 
meeting, or in the case of a special meeting in the written request for 
such meeting. A member may propose any resolution connected 
with 0r incidental, to the subjects included in the list of business. 
The Chairman may propose any urgent subject of a routine nature 
not included in the list of business if no member objects to it. No 
permission shall be given, in the case of a motion or matter to 
modify or cancel any resolution, within three months after the 
passing thereof except in accordance with sub-section (8). The order 
in which any business or matter shall be brought forward at such 
meeting shall be determined by the presiding authority who, in case it 
is proposed by any member to give particular matter, shall put the 
proposal to the meeting and be guided by the majority of votes given 
for or against the proposal.

(ii) Any ordinary meeting may, with the conseht of a majority 
of the members present, be adjourned from time to time, but no 
business shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than that 
left undisposed at the meeting from which adjournment took place.

(8) No resolution of Panchayat Samiti shall be modified or 
cancelled within thr̂ ê months after the passing thereof except by 
a resolution passed by not less than one-half of the total number of 
members at an ordinary or special meeting any notice whereof shall 
have been given fulfilling the requirements of sub-section (2) and 
setting forth fully the resolution \yhich it is proposed to modify fully 
or cancel at such meeting and motion or proposal for the modifica
tion Of cancellation of such resolution.

(9) The proceedings of every meeting shall be recorded in the 
minutes book immediately after the deliberations of the meeting and 
shall after being read over by the presiding authority of the meeting 
be signed by him. The action taken on the decisions of the Pan
chayat Samiti shall be reported at the next meeting of the 
Panchayat Samiti. The minutes book shall always be kept in the 
office of the Panchayat Samiti. The minutes book shall not be taken 
outside the Panchayat Samiti office under any circumstances. The 
Executive Officer shall be the custodian of the minutes book.

(10) The Panchayat Samiti may require the presence of government 
officers working at the Block level at meetings and such officers shall attend 
the meetings when so required.
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§8. A list of the business to be transacted at every meeting o f a 
Paiichayat Samiti, excfpt at an adjourned n^eeting, shall be sent to 
each member of the Panchayat Samiti in the manner prescribed, 
.alop^- with tpae notiae ,for,tbe naeetij^ and no business shall be 
brpugjbt.isfo^je or.U'axisacted, at any.,^eeti^g, other than the business 
of wjiipji , notice has been so given except with the approval of the 

,th« vQicopber̂  |u c J i,^ ^ tjp .

89. The Panchayat Samiti shall prepare in the prescribed manner
 ̂ rejjprt pri the work ^j(ie t^^ year and the work

proposed to be done^urlng l i e  fioljowin^ and submit it to the 
pre«5crj^ed ajLit^>rit,y ,fnd, ^  the,,Zi^a P a r i^ ^  cor^;erned within the 
prescribed time.

90. The Block Development Officer shaU attend meetings of the 
Panchayat Samiti and shall particiypate in  the deliberations thereof.



CHAPTER—II 

Functions and Powers of Panchayftt Samiti

Fuinctions 91. Subject to any general or special direction by the State
Government, tbe Panchayat Samiti shall perfoitn the following 
functions—

(A) General
(1) Preparation of the annual plans in respect of the scheme 

entrusted to it by virtue of the Act and those assigned to it by the Govern
ment or .t,he CTa Parishad ,̂ nd si l̂jmission thereof to the Zilla Parishad or 
the prescribed authority within the prescribed time for integration with 
the District Plan.

(2) Consideration of the annual plans of all . Gram Panchayats in 
tl;ie Samiti area and submission o f the consolidated plan to the Zilla Parishad 
and the prescribed authority.

(3) Preparatio;i and submission of the annual budget of the Pan- 
chayat Samiti to the Zilla Parishad and the prescribed authority alongwith 
the consolidated plan of the Gram Panchayats and the Panchayat Samiti.

C4) Perfopi|ng^ f^ t io n s  works â
be entrusted to it by the Government or l||.e ZiUa ^aijshad.

(B) Ag^icuJtiirev

(1) Promotion and development of agriculture and horticulture.

(2) Propagation of improved methods of cultivation.

(3) Promotion of cultivation and marketing of vegetables, fruits 
and flowers.

(4) Training of farmers and extension activities.

(C) Land improvemeat aM  consm^f^n.
Assisting the Government and Zilla Parishad in the implementa

tion of lan^i improvement ,and soil conservation programmes of the 
Government.

(D) Minor irrigation, water management and watershed development.
(1) Assisting the Government and Zilla Parishad in the construc

tion and maintenance of minor irrigation work.

(2) Implementation of community and individiial irrigation works.

(E) Poverty alleviation programmes.
Planning and implementation of poverty alleviation programmes and 

ichemes.

If*) Animal H usband^, dkiiry and poilMry.
(1) Maintenance of veterinary and animal husbandry services.



(2) Improvement of breed of cattle, poultry and other live stock.
(3) Promotion of dairy farming, poultry and piggery.
(4) Prevention of epidemics and contagious diseases.

(G) Fisheries.
Promotion of fisheries development.

(H) Khadi, Village and Cattage industries.
(1) Promotion of rural and cottage industries.
(2) Organisation of conferences, seminars and training pro

grammes as well as agricultural and industrial exhibitions.

(I) Rural housing.
Implementation of housing schemes and distribution of homse

sites in villages.

(I) Social and farm forestry, minor for^  prodocey foel and fodder.
(1) Planting and preservation of tre,es on the sides of roads

and other public lands under its control.

(2) Fuel plantation and fodder development.

(3) Promotion of farm forestry.

(K| Roads, bnildlDgS) bridge, ferries, waten^ys and other means of 
communicatkm.

(1) Construction and maintenance of public roads, drains, bridges,
culverts and other means of communication which arc mot 
under the control of any other local authority or the Govern

ment.
(2) Maintenance of any building or other property vested in 

the Panchayat Samiti.
(3) Maintenance of boats, ferries and waterways.

(L) Non-conventional enei^ sources.
Promotion and development of non-conventional energy sources.

(M) Education, including primary and secondary schools.
(1) Promotion of primary and secondary education.
(2) Construction, repair and maintenance of primary school 

buildings.

(3) Promotion of social education through youth clubs and 
mahila mandals.

(N) Technical training and vocational education.
Promotion of rual artisan and vocational training.

(O) Adult and nOn-formal education.
Implementation of adult literacy and non-formal education.



(P) Cultural activities.
Promotion of social and cultural activities.

(Q) Markets and fairs.
Development of markets, fairs and festivals, except regulated markets 

(R) Health and family welfare programmes.
(1) Promotion of health and family welfare programme.
(2) Promotion of immunisation and vaccination programmes.
(3) Health and sanitation at fairs and festivals.

(S) Women and child development.
(1) Promotion of programmes relating to development of women 

and children.
(2) Promotion of school health and nutrition programmes.
(3) Promotion of participation of voluntary organisations in women 

and child development programmes.

(T) Social welfare including welfare of the handicapped and mentally 
retarded.

(1) Social welfare programmes including welfare of handicapped, 
mentally retarded and destitutes.

(2) Monitoring the old age and widows’ pensions and pensions for 
the handicapped.

(U) Welfare of the we^er sections and in p^cular of the Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tiibes.

(1) Promotion of welfare of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled 
Tribes and other weaker sections.

(2) Protecting such castes and classes from social injustice and 
exploitation.
(V) Maintenance of community assets.

(1) Maintaining all community assets vested in it or transferred by 
the Government or any local authority or organisation.

(2) Preservation and maintenance of other community assets.
(W) Public Distribution System.

Assisting in distribution of essential commodities.
(X) Rural dectriflcatian:

Promotion of rural electrification.
CY) Co-operation:

Promotion of co-operative activities.
(Z) Libraries :

Promotion of libraries.
(AA) Drinking ^ ter.

(1) Establishment, repairs and maintenance of rural water supply 
schemes.

(2) Prevention and control of water pollution.
(3) Implementation, of rural sanitation schemes.



Assignment of 
Functions.

Powers of 
Pancbayat Samiti.

(AB) Soch other functions as may be entrusted.
- 92. (1) The Government may assign to a PancHayat Samiti functions 

in relation to any matters to which the executive authority of the Govern
ment extends or functions which have been assigned to the State 
Government by the Central Government.

(2) The Government may, by notification, withdraw or modify the 
functions assigned under this Section.

93. (1) A Paachayat Samiti shall have powGt to—
(a> (i) undertake schemes or adopt measures, including the 

giving of financial assistance relating to the development 
of agriculture, live stt>ck, cottage industries, cooperative 
movement, rural credit, water supply, irrigation, public 

. health and sanitation including establishment of dispen
saries and hospitals, communication, primary or adult 
education including welfare of students, social welfare 
and other objects of general public utility;

(ii) undertake execution of any scheme, performance of any 
act, or t)f any institxiticm* br organisation
entrusted to it by the State Goveftimerit or any other 
authority;

Xiii) manage ot miitttMiii any work̂  of public utility or any 
i0s fc t io n  vested in it or und4r it  ̂ control and manage
ment ; and

(iv) m ^^ grants in aid to any school, puHk institution or 
public welfare organisatic»L within the Block;

(b) make grants to the Gram Panchayats;
(c) contribute, with the approval of the State Government, such 

sum or sums of money as it may consider necessary towards 
the cost of water supply or anti epidemic measures under
taken by a Municipality or Notified Area Authority within 
the Blo^^l

(d)î dof4̂  ̂me^ttr^S' fdF thfe'tcllief of distress;
(e) cb-ordiiiate aiid iilt^i'ate the development plans and 

schemes-prepared^by G r ^  Panchj^ats in the Block, if and 
when necessary * and

(f') ®xamilie aa4i sanciio*'the budget estimates of Gram Pan- 
chayats in the Block;

(2) Notwithstanding anything cotttaiiied in sub-section (1), a Pan- 
chayat Samiti shall not undertake or exectife'^ay iseh.eme'confined to an 
area over which a Gram Panchay'at has juiisdictioa unless the Gram Pan- 
chayat is of opinion that the implementation of such â sebeme is beyond 
its competence, financially or otherwise, and passes a resolution to that 
effect. In the latter case, the Panchdy^t Samiti m^y executive the scheme 
by itself or entrust its execution to thei-Gfam Paaeiiayat^'^nd give such 
assistance as may be required:

Provided that a Panchayat Samiti may undertake! 'of execute anjf 
scheme, referred to in sub clause (ii) of clause (a) of sub-section (1) 
confined to an area over which a Gram Panchayat has jurisdiction.



State Govern
ment may place 
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Power of 
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or properties to 
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C3) A  Panchayat Samiti may undertake or execute any scheme if it 
extends to more than one Gram.

(4) A Panchayat Samiti may by notification, delegate to the Exe
cutive Officer or any other officer, the powers covered by or under this 
Act of Panchayat Samiti.

94. The State Government may, from time to time, with the consent 
of a Panchayat Samiti, place any road, bridge, ferry, channel, building 
or other property vested in the State Government, and situated within the 
Block, under the control and management of the Panchayat Samiti subject 
to such conditions as it may specify:

Provided that the State Government may, after considering the 
views of the Panchayat Samiti, withdraw such control and management to 
itself subject to such conditions as it may specify.

95 A Panchayat Samiti may transfer to the State Government or to 
the Zilla Parishad or to a Gram Panchayat, any road or part of a road or 
any other property, which is under its control or management, or which 
is vested in it, on such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon.

96. A Panchayat Samiti may take over the maintenance and control 
of any road, bridge, tank, ghat, well, channel or drain, belonging to a 
private owner or any other authority on such terms as may be agreed upon 
if it is required for public purpose.

Power of Pan
chayat Samiti 
to divert, discon
tinue or close 
road.

Vesting Pan
chayat Samiti 
with certain 
powers.

Power of 
supervision by 
Panchayat 
Snmiti over the 
Gram Pan 
chayat

97. A Panchayat Samiti may divert, discontinue or close temporarily 
any road, which is under its control and management or is vested in it, 
and may, with the approval of the State Government, close any such road 
permanently.

98. (1) A Panchayat Samiti may be vested by the State Government 
with such powers under any local or special Act as the State Government 
may think fit.

(2) A Panchayat Samiti shall perform such functions as may be 
assigned to it by notification un<^r Section 31 of the Cattle Trespass Act, 
1871.

(3) A Panchayat Samiti shall exercise such other powers, perform 
such other functions or discharge such other duties as the State Government

by general or special order, direct.

99. (1) A Panchayat Samiti shall exercise general power of supervision 
over Gram Panehayats in the Block and it shall be the duty of these 
authorities to ̂ v e  effect to the directions of the Panchayat Samiti.

(2) A Panchayat Samiti may—

(a) inspect, or cause to be inspected, any immovable property 
used or occupied by a Gram Panchayat within the Block 
OT any work in progress under the direction of a Gram Pan

chayat.



(b) inspect or examine, or depute an officer to inspect or exa
mine any department of a Gram Panchayat, or any service, 
work or thing under the control of the Gram Panchayai;

(c) inspect or cause to be inspected utilisation of funds in res
pect of schemes or programmes assigned to the Gram Pan-

chayats by the State Government for execution either direct
ly or through the Zilla Parishad or the Panchayat Samiti; 
and

(d) require a Gram Panchayat, for the purpose of inspection or 
examination:—

(i) to produce any book, record, correspondence or other 
documents;

(ii) to furnish any return, plan, estimate, statement 
accounts or statistics ; or

(iii) to furnish or obtain any report or information.

Fower of Pan- iQO, A Panchayat Samiti may require the owner or the lessee of a hat
chayat̂ Samrn e or market or an owner or a lessee of land intending to establish a hat or
forha?or market thereon, to obtain a licence in this behalf from the Panchayai
market. Samiti on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed and, subject to

the provisions of this Act, on payment of a fee for such licence.

Powers, func- 101. (1) The Chairman shall—
tioifta;Qd

(a) be responsible for maintenance of the records of the Pan-
Chaitman. chayat Samiti;

(b) have general responsibility for the financial and executive 
administration of the Panchayat Samiti;

(c) exercise administrative supervision and control over the 
work of the staff of the Panchayat Samiti and the officers 
and employees whose services may be placed at the disposal

of the Panchayat Samiti by the State Government;

(d) for the transaction of business connected with this Act or 
for the purpose of making any order authorised thereby, 
exercise such powers, perform such functions and discharge 
such duties as may be exercised, performed or discharged

by the Panchayat Samiti under this Act or the rules made 
thereunder:

Provided that the Chairman shall not exercise such powers, perform 
such functions or discharge such duties as may be required by the rules 
made under this Act to be exercised performed or discharged by the Pan- 
chayat Samiti at a meeting; and

(e) exercise such other powers, perform such other functions 
and discharge such other duties as the Panchayat Samiti 
may, by general or special resolution, direct or as the State

Government may, by rule made in this behalf, prescribe.



C2) The Vice-Chairman shall—

(a) exercise such of the powers, perform such of the functions 
and discharge such of the duties of the Chairman as the

Chairman may, from time to time, subject to rules made 
in this behalf by the State Government, delegate to him by 
order in w riting;

Provided that the Chairman may at any time withdraw the powers 
and functions delegated to the Vice-Chairman;

(b) during the absence of the Chairman, exercise all the powers, 
perform all the functions and discharge aU the duties of the
Chairman; and

(c) exercise such other powers, perform such other functions and 
discharge such other duties as the Panchayat Samiti may, 
by general or special resolution, direct or as the State

Government may, by rules made in this behalf, prescribe.
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CHAPTER—III 

Staff of Pandiayat Samiti

102. (1) Thers shall be an Executive Officer for evsry Panchayat Samit 
and the Block Development Officer sha41 be the ex-officio Executive Officer :

Provided that such Block Development Officer shall be recalled by the 
State Government if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Panchayat 
Samiti, at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, by two third majority 
of the total number of me nb rs holding t>ffice for th time being.

(2) There shall be a Secretary for every Panchayat Samiti and the 
Pan hayat Offi.'er or the Panchayat Exten Jon Officer shall be the ex-officio 
Secietary.

(3) Subject to such rules as ma> be made by the State Government, 
a Panc!;ayat Samiti may appoint such other officers and employees as may be 
requir.. d by it and may fix the salaries to be paid to the persons so appoin
ted :

Provided that no post shall be created or abolished and no revision of 
the scale of pay of an: post shall be made by the Panchayat Samiti without 
the prior pproval of the State Government.

(4) The Government shall make rules regulating the method of 
recruitment and thie terms and conditions of service including the pay and 
allowances, superannujtion provident fund and gratuity of the officers and 
the employees of the Panchayat Samiti.

103. (I) The Sta e Government may place at the disposal of Pancha
yat S.iniiti the services of su^h officers and oilier employees (including any 
officer and official from amongst persons employed by existing local 
authorities) serving uiider it and on such terms and conditions as it may 
think fit :

Provided that any such officer or employee shall be recalled by the 
State Govern:nent if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Panchayat 

Sami i, at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, by a majority of the 
total number of members holding office for the lime being :

Provided further that the State Government shall have disciplinary 
control over such officers and employees.
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(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Act or any other law 
for the time being in force, State Government or any officer or other authority 
authorised by it in this behalf shall have the power to effect transfer of the 
officers and officials so posted from one Samiti to another Samiti.

104. (1) The Executive Officer shall exercise general control over all 
officers and employees of Panchayat Samiti.

(2) The Executive Officer may award any punishment other than 
dismissal, removal or reduction in lank to an officer or employee of the Pan
chayat Samiti.

(3) The Executive Officer may recommend the dismissal, removal or 
reduction in rank of an officer or employee of a Panchayat Samiti to the 
Finance Committee and such Committee shall forward the case to the 
Panchayat Samiti with its own recommendation. The Panchayat Samiti may, 
if it is satisfied with such recommendation of the Finance Committee, dismiss, 
rem ove or reduce in rank any such officer or employee.

(4) No officer or empioyet of a Panchayat Samiti shall be puni
shed by the Panchayat Samiti except by a resolution of the Panchayat Samiti 
passed at a meeting.

105. (1) An appeal shall lie to the Panchayat Samiti against an order of 
punishment awarded by the Executive Officer under sub-section (2) of Section 
104 within one month from the date of that order.

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Dislrict Magstrate against an order of 
punishment awarded by the Panchayat Samiti under sub-section (3) or (4) of 
Section 104 within one month from the date that order.

106, Subject to the provisions of this Act, the rules framed thereunder 
and to any general or special directions given by the State Government in 
that behalf, the officers and other employees employed by the Panchayat 
Samti and the officers and other employees whose services have been placed 
at the disposal of the Panchayat Samiti shall exercise such powers, per
form such functions and discharge such duties as the Panchayat Samiti may 
determine.

CHAPTER—IV 
Standing Committees of Panchayat Samiti

107. (1) The Panchayat Samiti shall have the following Standing 
Committees —

(a) Finance, Audit and Planning Committee, to be known as 
Finance Committee ;

(b) Education, Environment, Cutural, Health and Sports 
Affairs Committee, to be known as Education and Health 
Committee ;



(c) Communication, Rural Electrification and Non Conventional 
Energy Committee, to be known as Works Committee ;

(d) Industries including Cottage Industries and Sericulture 
Committee, to be known as Industries Committee ;

(e) Social Justice Committee ;
(f) Agriculture, Food, Irrigation, Co-operation, Fisheries aind 

Animal Husbandry Committee, to be known as AgricultJure 
Committee ; and

(g) Poverty Alleviation Programme, Social and Farm Foresty, 
Rural Housing and Drinking Water Committee, to be knoiwn 
as Poverty Alleviation Committee.

(h) Such other Standing Committee or Committees as the 
Panchayat Samiti may subject to the approval of the State 
Government, constitute.

(2) Each Standing Committee shall consist of the following mombert.
namely

(a) The Chairman of the Panchayat Samiti and Vice-Chairman of 
the Panchayat Samiti, ex-oflBcio ;

(b) Not less than seven and not more than eleven persons to  be 
elected in the prescribed manner by the members of the 
Paichayat Samiti from amongst themselves ;

c) Such number of persons being officers of the State Govern
ment or any statutory body or corporation or being eminent 
persons having specialised knowledge, as the State Government 
may think fit, appointed by the State Government. Pfovaded 
that such officers shall not be eligible for election as Ptesiident 
of the Stading Committee and shall not have any right to vote.

(3) The Chairman shall be the ex-officio President of the Finance 
Committee. For other Standing Committees there sh^  be a 
President who shall be elected in such manner as may be 
prescribed.

(4) No member of the Paachayat Samiti except the Chairman and 
the Vice-Chairman shall be eligible to serve on more than two 
Standing Committees.

(5) A member of a Standing Committee shall hold the office for a 
period of two years or for so long as he continues to be a member
of the Panchayat Samiti, whichever is earlier.

(6) The meetings of the Standing Committees shall be held in tl» office 
of the Panchayat Samiti at such time and in such manner as may be 
prescribed.



(7) Standing Committees shall exercise such powers, perform such 
functions and discharge such duties as may be prescribed or as may 
be assigned to them by the Panchayat Samiti.

(8) Panchayat Extension Offlcer/Panchayat Officer shall be the 
ex-officio Secretary of every Standing Committee.

(9) The State Government may make rules providing for the removal 
of member of a Standing Committee.

Functiooi of 108.(1) The Finance Committee shall perform functions relating to —
the Standing establishment matters and—
C«amiittees.

(a) the finances of the Panchayat Samiti, framing of budget, scru
tinising proposals for increase o f revenue, examination of 
receipt and expenditure statements, consideration of all propo
sals affecting the finances of the Panchayat Samiti and 
general supervision of revenue and expenditure of the Pancha
yat Samiti; and

(b) the plan priorities, allocation of outlays to development 
Programmes horizontal and vertical linkages, implementation 
of guidelines issued by the Government, regular review of 
pJanning progrataifies, evaluation of important programimes 
and small savings schemes.

(2) The Education and Health Committee shall perform functions 
relating to—

(a) all educational, environmental and sports activities of the 
Panchayat Samiti ;

(b) the planning of education in the Block within the 
framework of the national policy and the national and State 
plans ;

(c) survey and evaluation of the educational activities of the Pan  ̂
chayat Samiti;

(d) such other duties pertaining to education, adult literacy 
and cultural activities as the Panchayat Samiti may assign to 
i t ; and

(e) health services, hospital, family welfare and other allied 
matters.

(3) The Works Committee shall perform functions relating to 
communication, buildings, non conventional energy, rural electrification 
and allied matters.



(4) The Agriculture Ccmmittee shall perform functions relating to

agricultural productiori, animal husbandly, fisheries, contour
bunding and reclamation of waste land, food and cooperation.

(5) The Industries Committee shall perform functions relating to —
(a) village and cottage industries ;

(b) promotion of industrial development of the district ;
(c) promotion of sericulture ; and

(d) promotion of handloom and handicrafts.

(6) The Social Justice Committe shall perform functions relating to—

(a) promotion of education, economic, social, cultural and otlier 
interests of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and 
the Backward Classes ;

(b) protection of the Scheduled Castes the Scheduled Tribes aaid 
the Backward Classes from social injustice and all other forrrs 
of exploitation ;

(c) amelioration of the condition of the Scheduled Castes and £he 
Scheduled Tribes and the Backward Classes; and

(d) securing social justice to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, vvomda and other weaker sections of the society.

(7) TheToverty Alleviation Committee shall perform functions relating 
to promotion of rural water supply, sanitation, employment, other poverty 
alleviation programmes, rural housing, social forestry and farm Forestry.

(8) The Standing Committees shall perform the functions referred to 
above to the extent the powers are delegated to them by the Panchayat Samiti.

(9) The Committees shall perform functions in respect of matters assigned 
to them and such additional duties as may be prescribed.

Procedure of 109. (1) T he Panchayat Samiti may fram e regulations relating to  election
committees. members o f the Com m ittees, conduct o f  business therein and all o th er

m atters relating to  them.

(2) The President of every Committee shall in respect of the work 
of the Committee be entitled to call for any information, return, statement,
OT report from the office of the Panchayat Samiti and to enter on and
inspect any immovable property of the Panchayat Samiti or watch the 
programmes connected with the work of the Committee.



(3) Each Committee shall be entitled to require attendance at its 
meeting of any officer of the Panchayat Samiti who is connected with the work 
of the Committee. The Secretary shall, iinder instruction of the Committee, 
issue notices and secure attendance of the officer.

(4) The Secretary to the Standing Committee shall, in consultatioa 
with the President, convene the meetings of that Committee,

(5) Any member of a Standing Committee may resign his office 
by giving notices in writing to the Chairman and, on such resignation 
being accepte<l by the Panchayat Samiti, such member shall be deemed to have 
vacated his office.

^xeicuiive 110. (1) There shall be an Executive Committee for every Panchayat Samiti
•Cormmittee. consisting of the Chairman, the Vice-chairman and the Presidents of all

Standing Committees and the Executive Officer of the Pmchayat Samiti.

(2) The Secretary of the Panchayat Samiti shall act as the Secretary of 
the Executive Committee.

(3) The meeting of the Executive Committee shall beheld at le^st 
once in a month in the office o f the I*anch'ayat Samiti in such manner as may 
be prescribed.

(4) The Executive Committee shall be responsible for «o-ordinating the 
functions between a Standing Committee and the Panchayat Samiti and among 
the different Standing Committees of the Panchayat Samiti and for monitoring 
activities of the Gram Panchayats in respect of the schemes, for which funds 
are allotted by the Panchayat Samiti to the Gram Panchayats for execution 
of such schemes,

(5) The Executive Committee shall exercise such other powers, per
form such other functions and discharge such other duties as may be pres
cribed or as may be assigned to it by the Panchayat Samiti at a meeting.

Ca.s:uai vacancy. I ll, When vacancy Occurs ill the office of a President or a member of a 
Standing Committee by resignation, death or otherwise, the members of the 
Standing Committee shall elect another President, or the members of the 
Panchayat Samiti shall elect another member, as the case may be, in the 
prescribed manner. The President or the member so elected shall hold office 
for the unexpired portion of the term of office of the person in whose 
place he becomes a President or a member.



CHAPTER—V

Property and Fund of Panchayat Samiti

Power to acquire, 
hold and dispose 
of property .

Panchayat 
Samiti Fund.

112. (1) A Panchayat Samiti shall have the power to acquire, hold aita 
dispose of property and to enter into contracts :

Provided that in all cases of acquisition or disposal of immovable 
property, the Panchayat Samiti shall obtain the previous approval of the 
State Government.

(2) All roads, buildings or other works constructed by Panchavat 
Samiti with its own funds shall vest in it.

(3) The State Government may allocate to a Panchayat Samiti any 
public property situated within its jurisdiction and thereupon such property 
shall vest in and come under the control of the Panchayat Samiti.

(4) Where a Panchayat Samiti requires land to carry out any of tbe 
purposes of this Act, it may negotiate with the person or persons having 
interest in the said land, and if it fails to reach an agreement, it mg,y make an 
application to the District Magistrate and Collector for the acquisition of the 
land, who may, if he is satisfied that the land is required for public purpose, take 
steps to acquire the land under the provisions of the relevent Land Acqui
sition Act, and such land shall, on acquisition, vest in thePancha>at Samiti.

113. (1) For every Panchayat Samiti, there shall be constituted a Pancha
yat Samiti Fund bearing the name of the Panchayat Samiti and there shall be 
placed to the credit thereof—

(a) contributions and grants, if any made by the Central or tlie 
State Government, including such part of the land revenue 
collected in the State as may be determined by the State 
Government ;

(b) contributions and grants, if any made by the Zilla Parishad 
or any other local authority;

(c) loans, if any granted by the Central or the State Government, 
or raised by the Panchayat Samiti on security of its assests ;

(d) all receipts on accounts of taxes, tolls, rates and fees levied 
by the Panchayat Samiti ;

(e) all receipts in rcspect of schools, hospitals, dispensaries, bM - 
dings, institutions or works vested in, constructed by or placed 
under the control and management of the Panchayat Samiti ;



( f )  all sums received as gift or contributions and all incoma 
from any trust or endowment made in favour of the Panchayat
Samiti ;

(g) such fines or penalties imposed and realised under the pro
visions of this Act or of the regulations made thereunder, as 
may be prescribed ; and

(h) all other sums received by or on behalf of the Panchayat Samiti.

(2) Every Panchayat Samiti shall set apart and apply annually such 
sums as may be required to meet the cost of its own administration including 
the payment of salary, allowances, provident fund and gratuity to the Offi
cers and emplo^ êes. The total expenditure on establishment shall not 
axceed one-third of the total expenditure of the Panchayat Samiti.

(3) Every Panchayat Samiti shall have power to spend such sums as it 
thinks fit for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(4) The Panchayat Samiti Fuad sh;ill be vested in the Panchayat 
Samiti and the balance to the credit of the Fund shall be kept in such 
custody as the Government may, from time to time direct

(5) Subject to such general control as the Panchayat Samiti may 
exercise from  time to time, all orders and cheques for payments from the 
Panchayat Samhi Fund shall be signed by the Executive Officer.

Taxation 114.\(1) Subject to such rnaximum rates as the State Government
prescribed, a Panchayat Samiti may—

(a) levy tolls on persons, vehicles or animals or any class of them 
at any toll-bar established by it on any road other than a kutcha road or any 
bridge vested in it or under its management;

(b) levy tolls in respect of any ferry established by it or under its 
management;

(c) levy the following fees and rates, namely—
(i) fees on the registration of vehicles ;
(ii) a fee for providing sanitary arrangements at such places of 

worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its jurisdic
tion as may be specified by the Government by 
notification ;

(iii) a fee for licence for a hat or market ;
(iv) a water rate, where arrangement for the supply of water 

for drinking, ir-igation or any other purpose is made by the Panchayat Samiti 
within its jurisdiction,; and

(v) a lighting rate, where arrangement for lighting of public 
streets and places is made by the Panchayat Samiti within its jurisdiction,



Re^pve^ pf tolls 
t^es, rates or 

arf^s 
land revenue.

(2) The Panchayat Samiti shall not undertake registration o f a 
vehicle or levy fee therefor and shall not provide sanitary arrangements at 
places of worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its jurisdictiom or 
levy fee therefor if any such vehicle has already been registered by any other 
authority under any law for the time being in force or if such provision 
for Sanitary arrangement has already been made by any other local 
authority.

(3) The scales of tolls, fees, taxes or rates and the terms and conditions 
for the imposition thereof shall be such as may be provided by regulation.

(4) Such regulation miy proidde for exemption from all or any of 
the tolls, fees, taxes oi* rates in any class of cases.

115» All dues on account of taxes, rates, tolls or fees payable to Panchayat 
Samjti under this Act shall be recoverable as arrears of land revenue.

R( )̂ission or 116. (1) The State Government may remit the whole or part of any tax
toilŝ rates imposed or rate, toll or fee levied by a Panchayat Samiti in tespcct of any

period after the commencement of this Act.fees.

Loans and 
sinking funds.

(2) The power exercisable by the State Government under sub-section
(I) shall also be exercisable cither generally or in any specified area by the 
prescribed authority under such circumstances as the State Government may 
prescfibe.

(3) A panchayat Samiti may, by resolution and under such circsum- 
stances as may be prescribed, remit the whole or part of any sudi tax, rate 
toll or fee imposed or levied by it provided that no such resolution shall take 
effect unless it is approved by the prescribed authority.

(4) Where any tax, rate, toll or fee has been remitted under this 
Section, any sura realised from any person on account of tax, rate, toll or fee 
as remitted, shall be refunded to him by the Panchayat Samiti.

117. (1) A Panchayat Samiti may subject to the provisions of any law 
relating to the raising of loans by local authorities for the time beinf in force, 
raise from time to time, with the approval of the State Government, loans for 
the purposes of this Act and create a sinking fund for the repayment of 
such loans.

(2) A Panchayat Samiti may borrow money from the State Government 
or, with the previous sanction of the State Government, from tine Ceaitral 
Government or the banks or other financial institutions, for furtherance o f its 
objectives on the basis of specific schemes, as may be drawn up by tie Paficha- 
yat Samiti for the purpose.



Budget of 
the Panchajat 
Samiti.

Accounts

118. (1) Every Panchayat Samiti shall, at such time and in such man ner 
as may bs prescribed, prepare in each year a budget of its estimated receipts 
and disbursements for the following year and submit the budget to the Zilla 
Parishad or prescribed authority.

(2) The Zilla Parishad or the prescribed authority, within such time as 
may be prescribed, shall either approve the budget or return it to the 
Panchayat Samiti for such modifications as it may direct. On such modi
fications being made, the budget shall be resubmitted within such time as may 
be fixed by the Zilla Parishad or the prescribed authoiity. If the approval of 
the Zilla Parishad or the prescribed authority is not received by the Panchayat 
Samiti within two months or by the last date of the year, whichever is earlier, 
the budget shall be deemed to be approved by the Zilla Parishad or the 
prescribed authority, as the case may be.

(3) No expenditure shall be incurred unless the 
approved by the Zilla Parishad or the prescribed authority.

budget is

(4) The Panchayat Samiti may prepare in each year a supple
mentary estimate providing for any modification of its budget and may submit 
to the Zilla Parisad or the prescribed authority for approval within such 
time and in such manner-as may be prescribed.

119. A Panchayat Samiti shall keep such accounts and in such form as 
may be prescribed.

Functions of 
the Executhe 
officer and 
other Officers.

120. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided under this Act, tlie 
Executive Ofiicer, shall—

(a) exercise all the powers specifically imposed or conferred upon him 
by or under this Act or under any other law for the time being 
in force ;

(b) lay down the duties of, and supervise and control, officers and 
officials of, or holding office under, the Panchayat Samiti, in 
accordance with rules made by the State Government ;

(c) supervise and control the execution of all works of the Panchayat 
Samiti ;

(d) take necessary measures for the speedy execution of all works 
and developmental schemes of the Panchayat Samiti ;

(e) have custody of all papers and documents connected with the 
proceedings of the meetings of the Panchayat Samiti and of its 
Committees ;



(f) draw and disburse money out of the Panchayat Samiti Fund; atnd
(g) exercise such other powers and discharge such other functions 

as may be prescribed.
(2) The Executive Officer shall attend every meeting of the Panchayat 

Samiti and shall have the right to attend the meeting of a Committee therieof 
and to take part in the discussion but shall not have the right to move any 
resolution or to vote. If in the opinion of the Executive OflBcer, any proposal 
before the Panchayat Samiti is violative of or inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Act, or any other law, rule or order made thereunder, it shall be his 
duty to bring the same to the notice of the Panchayat Samiti and if after tihat 
the proposal is acted upon by the Panchayat Samiti, the Executive Officer 
shall bring it to the notice of the Zilla Parishad and State Government.

(3) The Secretary shall maintain the proceedings of the meetings unider 
the superintendence and control of the Executive OflBcer.



PART—IV
\

ZILLA PARISHAD 

CHAPTER—I 

Establishment of Zilia Parishad

Constitution of 
Zilla Parishad

Composition of 
th6 Zf»a Pari- 
shad.

121. (1) For every District there shall be constituted a Zilla Parishad 
bearing the name of the District having jurisdiction, save as otherwise 
provided in this Act, over the entire District excluding such portions of the 
District as are included in the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District 
or a Municipality or in a Notified Area Authority, constiuted under any law 
for the time being in force :

Provided that Zilla Parishad may have its office in any area comprised 
whithin the excluded portion of the District.

(2) Every Zilla Parishad shall be a body corporate having perpetual 
succession and a common seal and, subject to such restrictions as are imposed 
by or under this or any other law, shall be vested with the capacity of sueing 
or being sued in its corporate name, of acquiring, holding and transferring 
property, movable or immovable, whether without or within the limits of the 
area over which it has authority, of entering into contracts and of doing 
all things necessary or proper or expedient for the purpose for which it is 
constituted .

(3) Subject to the provision of the Tripura Land Revenue & Land 
Reforms Act, 1960, the State Government, may, after making such enquiry 
as it may think fit, and after consulting the Zilla Parishad or Parishads 
concerned, by notification—

122.

exclude from any District any area comprised therein ; 
include in any District any area contiguous to such Districts 
or separated by an area to which this Act does not extend 
or in which the remaining Sections of this Act, referred to in 
sub-section (3), of Section 1, have not come into force ;
divide the area of a District so as to constitute two or more 

Districts ; or
unite the areas of two or more Districts so as to constitute 
a single District.

(1) The Zilla Parishad shall consist of—
(a) the members directly elected from territorial constituencies in 

the district under Section 126 ;

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)



Elected mem
bers

(b) the ChairmMi of all Panchayat Samitis within the Dstrict, 
ex-oflScio ;

(c) the members of the House of the People and the members of 
the State Legislative Assembly representing part or whole 
of the District whose constituencies lie within the District, 
ex-oflBcio ;

(2) All members f  the Zilla Parishad whether or not elected by direct 
election from territorial constituencies in the Zilla Parishad area shall have 
right to vote in the meetings of the Zilla Parishad except for election and 
removal of Sabhadhipati and Sahakari Sabhadhipati

(3) Every Zilla Parishad constituted under this Section shall be notified 
in the Official Gazette.

123. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
determine the number of directly elected members from territorial constituen
cies keepitig in view the total population of the district at a rate of one mem
ber for every 25,000 population or part thereof.

(2) For the convenience of election, the prescribed authority shall, 
in accordance with such rules as may be prescribed in this behalf by the 
Government,

(a) divide area of the Zilla Parishad into territorial constitu
encies in such manner that population of each constituency, 
shall as far as practicable, be the same throughout the Zilla 
Parishad.

(3) each territorial constituency will elect one member through 
direct election in the manner prescribed.

Reservation of
sat s.

124. (1) Seats shall be reserved for
(a) the Scheduled Castes ; and
(b) the Scheduled Tribes—

in every Zilla Parishad and the number of seats so reserved shall bear, as 
nearly as may be, the same proportion to the total number of seats to be filled 
by direct election in the Zilla Parishad as the population of the Scheduled 
Castes in that Zilla Parishad area or of the Scheduled Tribes in that 
Zilla Parishad area, as the case may be, bears to the total population of 
that area and such seats may be allotted by rotation to different cons
tituencies in the Zilla Parishad in such manner as may be prescribed.

(2) Not less than one third of the total number of seats reserved 
under sub-section (1) shall be reserved for women belonging to 
the Scheduled Castes or, as the case may be, the Scheduled Tribes.



Ternn of office 
of member of 
Zilla Parishad.

Geoieral 
Election to the 
Zilla Parishad.

(3) Not less than one third (including the number of seats reserved 
for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes) of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election, 
in every Zilla Parishad,shall be reserved for women and such seats 
maybe allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Zilla 
Parishad, in such manner as may be prescribed.

125. (1) Every Zilla Parishad, except as otherwise provided in this Act,
shall continue for five years from the date appointed for its 
first meeting and no longer.

(2) No amendment of any law for tĥ s time being in force shall have 
the ê Tect of causing dissolution of Zilla Parishad, which is 
functioning immediately before such amendment, till the expiration 
of duration specified under sub-section (1)

126. (1) The First General Election or the General Election as the case 
may be of the members of a Zilla Parishad shall be held under the provisions 
of this Act and of the rules and orders mad  ̂thereunder before such date as 
the State Election Commission in consultation with the State Government 
may, by one or more notification in the Official Gazette specify.

(2) There shall be held a General Election to constitute a Zilla 
Parishad ;

(a) before expiry of its duration specified in sub-section (1) 
of Section 125 ; arid

(b) in case of dissolution, before the expiry of a period of 
six months from the date of such dissolution :

Provided that where the remainder of the period for which the dissolved 
Zilla Parishad would have continued is less than six months, it shall not be 
necessary to hold any election under this clause for constituting the Zilla Pari
shad for such period.

(3) Election in respect of casual or other vacancies shall be held at 
such time as may be prescribed.

(4) If for any reason the First General Ekction or General Election 
can not be held within the time specified in the notification referred to in 
sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), the State Election Commission in consulta
tion with the State Government shall fix another date within which such 
election shall be held

(5) The names of all te persons elected to be members of a Zilla 
Parishad at the First General Election or the General Election shall be 
published by the State Election Commissioner in the Official Gazette and upon 
such publication being made such Zilla Parishad shall be deemed to be duly 
constitijted

(6) The ZUa Parishad costituted upon the disolution of a Zilla 
Parishad bifpre the expiration of its duration shall continue only for the 
remainder of the period for which the dissolved Zilla Parishad would have 
continued under sub-section (1) of Section 125 had it not been so dissolved



Disqu^ificatiou 
of members of 
Zilla Parishad

127. (1) 
if—

A person shall not be qualified to be a member of Zilla Parishad,

Disqualification 
on the ground 
of defection and 
decision thereon.

(a) he is a member of any Municipality/Notified Area Authority 
constituted under any law for the being in force ;

(b) he is in the services of Central or State Government;
(cj hi so disqualified by or under any law for the time being in 

force for the purpose of election to the Legislature of the State of Tripura :
Provided that no person shall be disqualified on the ground that he is 

less than 25 years of age if he has attained the age of 21 years.
(d) if he is so disqualified by or under any law made by the 

Legislature of the State of Tripura ;
(e) if he has been dismissed from the services of the Central or 

State Government or a local authority or a cooperative society or a Govern
ment company or a corporation under control of the Central or the State 
Government for misconduct involving moral turpitude and five years have 
not elapsed from the date of dismissal ;

(f) if he has been adjudged by a competent court to be of 
unsound mind ;

(g) if he is an uidischarged insolvent ; or
(h; he has been convicted by a court for an offence involving 

moral turpitude.

128. (1) A member of a Zilla Parishad belonging to any political party 
shall be disqualified for being a member of the Zilla Parishad—

(a) if he has voluntarily given up his membership of such poli
tical party ; or

(b) if he votes or abstains from voting in the Zilla Parishad 
contrary to any direction issued by the political party to 
which he belongs or by any person or authority authorised 
by it in this behalf, without obtaining in either case, the prior 
written permission of such political party, person or authority 
and such voting or abstention has not been condoned by 
such political party, person or authority within thirty days 
from the date of such voting or abstention.

EXPLANATION : For the purpose of this sub-section, a member 
of Zilla Parishad shall be deemed to belong to the political party, if any, by 
which he was set upas candidate for election as such member.

(2) A member of a Zilla Parishad who has been elected as such 
otherwise than as a candidate set up by any political party 
shall be disqualified for being a member of the Zilla Parishad 
if he joins any political party after such election.

NOTE ; For the purpose of this Section “political party’' means a 
political party which has been recognised by the Election Commission of India 
as a national party or as state party of this State.

(3) If any question arises as to whether a member of a Zilla Parishad 
has become subject to disqualification under this Section, the question shall be 
referred for decision of the District Magistrate having jurisdiction over such 
Zilla Parishad and his decision shall be final :



Majority of 
members 
elected at a 
General Election 
to function 
when election 
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Sabhadhipati 
and Saii^kari 
Sabhadhipati

Provided that the proceeding under this sub-section shall be 
completed and decision thereon shall be communicated within fifteen 
days from the date when any such question has been referred.

(4) During pendancy of a proceeding under sub- section (3) no deci
sion shall be taken by the Zilla Parishad in any meeting for the removal or 
election of the Sabhadhipati and Sahakari Sabhadhipati

(5) The disqualification under sub-section (3) shall take effect from 
the date of the decision of the District Magistrate.

129. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained elsowhere in this Act, at 
a General Election of the member of a Zilla Parishad—

(a) if the election of any member from any constituency can not 
be held ; or

(b) if held, result of such election can not be published in the 
Official Gazette by reason of the order of a court or for any 
other reason within such time as the State Government 
considers reasonable

the State Government may, if it thinks expedient so to do in the interest 
of the administration of the Zilla Parishad concerned, by an order, direct 
that such of the members of the Zilla Parishad as have been elected and are 
able to assume office as members, shall forthwith assume such office :

Provided that no order shall be made under this Section unless at least 
two-third of the total number of members as specified for the Zilla Parishad 
have been elected and are able to assume office,

(2) Upon an order under sub-section (1) being made, the names of 
the members, w h) have been elected and as regards the publication of the 
result of whose election, theie is no impediment, shall be pubhshed in the 
Official Gazette and such members shall assume office as members of the newly 
constituted Zilla Parishad after General Election of the members of the Zilla 
Parishad and shall be deemed to Constitute, for the time being, total number 
of members of the Zilla Parishad.

(3) Any member of the Zilla Parishad who is subsequently elected or 
whose name is subsequently published in the Official Gazette as a member, 
shall be entitled to assume office as such member, but his term of office shall 
be deemed to have commenced from the date of the first meeting at which a 
quorum is present of the members referred to in sub-section (1).

130. (1) The directly elected members of every Zilla Parishad shall, at its 
first meeting at which a quorum is present, elect in the prescribed manner, 
one of its directly elected members to be the Sabhadhipati and another 
member to be the Sahakari Sabhadhipati of the Zilla Parishad :



Provided that a member shall not be eligible for such election 
unless he declares in writing that on being elected he shall be a whole 
time functionary of his oflBce and that during the period for which 
he holds or is continuing to hold such office he shall not hold any 
office of profit and shall not carry on or be associated with any 
business, profession or calling in such manner that shall, or is likely to, 
interfere with due exercise of his powers, due performance of his functions 
or due discharge of his duties.

(2) The meeting to be held under sub-section (1) shall be convened 
by the prescribed authority in the prescribed manner.

(3) The Sabhadhipati and Sahakari Sabhadhipati, subject to the provi
sion of Section 135 and to their continuing as members, shall hold office 
for a period of five years.

(4) On expiry of five years or on ceasing to be members, whichever 
is earlier, the Sabhadhipati and the Sahakari Sabhadhipati shall handover tha 
charge to the prescribed authority.

(5) When—
(a) the office of the Sabhadhipati falls vacant by reason of death 

resignation, removal or otherwise ; or
(b) the Sabhadhipati is absent by reason of leave, illness or other 

cause, the Sahakari Sabliadhipati shall exercise the powers, per
form the functions and discharge the duties of the Sabhadhipati 
until a new Sabhadhipati is elected and assumes office or until 
the Sabhadhipati resumes his duties as the case may be.

(6) When—
(a) the office of the Sahakari Sabhadhipati falls vacant by 

reason of death, resignation, removal or otherwise ; or
(b) the Sahakari Sabhadhipati is absent by reason of leave, illness 

or other cause, the Sabhadhipati shall exercise the powers, 
per-form the functions and discharge the duties of the 
Sahakari Sabhadhipati until a new Sahakari Sabhadhipati is 
elected and assumes office or until the Sahakari Sabhadhipati 
resumes his duties as the case may be ;

Provided that no election shall be held if the vacancy is for a period 
of less than one month under this sub-section or under sub-section (5).

(7) When the office of the Sabhadhipati and Sahakari Sabhadhipati are 
both vacant or Sabhadhipati and Sahakari Sabhadipati are temporarily unable 
to act, the prescribed authority may appoint a Sabhadhipati and Sahakari 
Sabhadhipati from among the members of the Zilla Parishad to act as such 
until a Sabhadhipati or a Sahakari Sabhadhipati is elected and assumes office 
or until the Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati resumes duties, as ttte case 
may be.

(8) The Sabhadhipati and the Sahakari Sabhadhipati of a Zilla 
Parishad shall be entitled to leave of absence for Such period as may be 
prescribed.
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131. (1) Seats shall be reserved in the office of the Sabhadhipati for the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the number of 
offices so reserved in the State shaU bear, as nearly as may be. 
the same proportion to the total number of such offices as the 
population of the Scheduled Castes in the State or of the 
Scheduled Tribes in the State bears to the total population of 
the State.

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of offices of
Sabhadhipati in the State from each category reserved for
persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes and those which are unreserved, shall be reserved 
for women :

Provided that the number of offices reserved under this Section 
shall be allotted by rotation to different Zilla Parishads in such manner as may 
be prescribed within the State.

132. (1) Salary and allowances o f the Sabhadhipati and Sahakari
Sabhadhipati shall be such as may be prescribed.

(2) Every member of the Zilla Parishad, other than Sabhadhipati and 
Sahakari Sabhadhipati, shall be entitled to receive such sitting fee as may be 
prescribed :

Provided that the members nominated and ex-officio members shall 
not be entitled to receive any such sitting fee.

133. (1) The Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati or a member of
Zilla Parishad may resign his office by notice in writing expressing his 
intention to do so to the prescribed authority and, on such resignation being 
accepted, ihe Sabhadhipati, the Sahakari Sabhadhipati or the member, as the 
case may be, shall be deemed to have vacated his office.

(2) When a resignation is accepted under sub-section (1), the pres
cribed authority shall communicate it to the members of the Zilla Parishad 
within thirty days of such acceptance.
134. (1) The prescribed authority may, after giving opportunity to a member 
of a Zilla Parishad, other than ex-officio members, to show cause against the 
action proposed to be taken against him, by order, remove him from office—

(a) if, after his election, he is convicted by a criminal court for an 
otfence involving moral turpitude ;

(b) if he was disqualified to be a member of Zilla Parishad at the 
time of his election •

(c) if he incurs any of the disqualifications as mentioned in , 
Section 127 after his election as a member of Zilla Parishad ; or

(d) if he is absent from three consecutive meetings of the Zilla 
Parishad without leave of the Zilla Parishad authority.
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(2) Any member of a Zilla Parishad who is removed from his office 
by the prescribed authority under sub-section  (I) may, within thirty days from 
the date of order, appeal to such authority as the State Government may appoint 
in this behalf and, there upon, the authority so appointed may stay the opera
tion o f the order till the disposal of the appeal and may, after giving notice 
to the prescribed authority, and after giving the appellant an opportu
nity of being heard, modify, set aside or confirm the order.

(3) The order passed by such authority on such appeal shall be
final.

135. (1) A Sabhadhipati or a Sahakari Sabhadhipati of a Zilla Parishad 
may, at any time, be removed from his ofiice by a resolution of the Zilla 
Parishad carried by the majority o f the existing elected members of zilla 
Parishad at a meeting specially convened for this purpose. Notice of such 
meeting shall be signed by not less than one fifth of the total members and 
given to the prescribed authority. The meeting shall be held on a day not 
later ihaii tfee fifteenth day from the date of issue of notice of the laeetiivg. 
The meeting shall be presided over by the Sabhadhipati if the motion is 
against Sahakari Sabhadhipati, and if the motion is against the Sabhadhipati, 
by the Sahakari Sabhadhipati, or an elected member, if it is against both.

(2) If the motion of no confidence against 'Sabhadhipati or Sahakari 
Sabhadhipati or both is once rejected, no fresh motion of no-confidence against 
the Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati or both, as the case may be, shall 
be brought before the Zilla Parishad within a jjeriod of one year froina the 
dat  ̂of such rejection of the motion.

136. If the office of Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati falls vacant or 
in the event of removal of Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati under 
Section 135 or when vacancy occurs in the office of Sabhadhipati or Sahakari 
Sabhadhipati by resignation, death or otherwise, elected members of the Zilla 
Parishad shall elect another Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati in the 
prescribed manner.

137. If the office of an elected member of a Zilla Parishad becomes vacant 
by resignation, death, removal or otherwise, the vacancy shall be , filled by 
election in the prescribed mnaner.

138. (1) Every Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati elected under 
Section 136 and every member clected under Section 137 to fill a casual vacancy 
shall hold office for the linexpired portion of the terra of oflBice of the person 
in whose place he is so elected.

139. (1) Every Zilla Parishad shall hold meeting in its office at least once 
in every three months on such date and at such hour as the Zilla Parishad 
may fix at the immediately pieceding meeting :



Provided that the first meeting of a newly constituted Zilla Parishad 
shall be held at such time and at such place within the local limits of the 
District concerned as the prescribed authority fuay fix :

Provided further that ths Sabhadhipati, when, required in writing by 
one fifth of the members of a Zilla Paiishad to call a meeting', shall do so, 
fixing the date and hour of the meeting within fifteen days after giving 
intimation to the prescribed authority and seven clear days’ notice to the 
members of the Zilla Parishad, failing which the members aforesaid may 
call a meeting within thirty days after giving intimation to the 
prescribed authority and seven days’ notice to the Sabiiadhipati and other 
members of the Zilla Parishad. Such meeting shaii be held at such place, or 
such date iiid at such hour as the members calling the meeting may decide. 
The prescribed authority may appoint an observer for such meeting who 
shall submit to the prescribed authority a report in writing, duly signed by 
him, within three days of the meeting, on the proceeding. The prescribed 
aMthotUy s\\a\\ on leceipt of the report taVe sucb action thereon as it may 
deem fit.

(2) One-third of the total number of members of a Zilla Parishad 
shall form the quorum for a meeting of the Zilla Parishad :

Provided that no quorum shall be necessary for an adjourned meeting.

(3) The Sabhadhipati, or in his absence the Sahakari Sabhadhipati, shall 
preside at the meeting of the Zilla Parishad and in the absence of both, the 
members present shall elect one of them to be the president of the meeting.

(4) All questions coming before a Zilla Parishad shall be decided by
a majority of votes :

Provided that in case of equality of votes the Sabhadhipati or the 
member presiding shall have a second or casting vote ;

Provided further that in case of a requisitioned of meeting for the removal 
of Sabhadhipati or Sahakari Sabhadhipati under Section 135, the person presi
ding shall have no second or casting vote.

(5) The Chief Executive Officer and the Additional Chief Executive 
Officer of a Zilla Parishad shall attend meetings of the Zilla Parishad and shall 
participate in the deliberations thereof ;

Provided that if for any reason the Chief Executive Officer and the 
Additional Chief Executive Officer cannot attend any meeting of the Zilla 
Parishad, the Chief Executive Officer shall depute an appropriate officer to 
attend the meeting.
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(6) ten dear days’ notice for an ordinary meeting and seven elear days’ 
notice of a special meeting, specifying the time at which such meeting is to be 
held and business to be transacted there at, shall be sent to the member anid 
pasted at the office of the Zilla Parishad. Such notice shall include, in case o f  
special meeting, any motion or proposition mentioned in the written request 
made for such meeting.

140. (1) A list of business to be transacted at every meeting of the Zilla 
Parishad, except at adjourned meeting, shall be seat to each member of the 
Zilla Parishad in the manner prescribed at leist seven days before the time fixed 
for such meeting and no business shall be brought before or transacted at any 
meeting other than business of v/hich notice has been given except with tbe 
approval of the majority of the members present at such meeting ;

Provided that if the Sabhadhipati thinks that a situation has arisen for 
which an emergent meeting of the Zilla Parishad should be called, he may 
call such meeting after giving three days’ notice to the members :

Provided fuithei that not more thian one business shall be included in 
the list of business to be transacted at such emergent meeting.

141. The Zilla Parishad shall prepare and submit annually, in the pres
cribed manner, a report of the work done during the previous year and tlie 
work proposed to be done during the following year to the prescribed autho
rity within the prescribed time.

District Magis- 142. The District Magistrate and Collector or the Additional District
Magistrate and Collector shall attend meetings of the Zilla Parishad and shall 

meeting. participate in the deliberations thereof.

Report'on the 
work of Zilla 
Parishad.



CHAPTER—II

Powers, Functions and Duties of Zilla Parishad.

Functions of Subject to any general or special direction of the State Govern-
Zilla Parishad ment, it shall be the function of a Zilla Parishad to prepare plans for 

economic development and social justice of the District, and to ensure the 
coordinated implementation of such plans in respect of matters including 
those enumerated below—

(A) Agriculture.

(1) Promotion of measures to increase agricultural {’rodi.ction and to 
popularise the use of improved agricultural implements and the adoption of 
improved agricultural practices.

(2) Assisting in opening and maintenance of agricultural seed farms 
and commercial farms.

(3) Assisting in establishment and maintenance of godowns
(4) Conducting agricultural fairs and exibitions.
(5) Tfaiiiing of farmers.
(6) Land improvement and soil conservation.

(B) Irrigation, ground water resources and watershed development.

(1) Assisting in construction, renovation and maintenance of minor 
irrigation works and lift irrigation.

(2) Providing for the timely and equitable distribution and full ut« 
of water under irrigation schemes under the control of Zilla Parishad.

(3) Development of ground water resources.
(4) Assisting in installation of comm nity pump sets.
(5) Watershed developmunt programme

(C) Horticulture,

(1) Rural parks and gardens.
(2) Cultivation of fruits and vegetables.
(3) Farms.

(D) Statistics.

(1) Publication of statistical and other information relating 
to activities of Panchayat Samitis and Zilla Parishad.



(2) do-cffdination and use of statistics and other informa
tion required for the activities of the Panchayat Samitis and Zilla 
Parishad.

(3) Periodical si^ervi^sioa atJd evaluation of pBpjectst, aia<l- 
programmes entrusted to thê  Fa^aehayat Samitis' and Zilia ^rishad^

(E) Rural elî t̂rificatioii.

(F) Assisting in distribution af esagntial <^mmi|Uties.

(Q) Soil conservation.
(1) Soil conservation measures.
(2) Land repjai?i t̂ip%vaa<i laod.d^y^l^Hient works ;

(H) Marketing,

(1> in dev«lopHit«at of regulated markets aJid
marketing yaj^s.

(2) Grading and quality control of agricultural products.

(I) Social forestry.

(}) i ©ifa»i«e eam pa^ fî r tree Anting.

(I) Plaatiag an,d i^ajjitenaa<^ o f tiees.

(I) husbandry and dairying.

(1) Assisting in establishment of veterinary hospitals and 
dispensaries.

(2) Assisting in setting up of mobile diagnostic and clinical 
laboratories.

(3) Assisting in establishmeW a#d maintenance of breeding 
farms for cows and pigs.

(4) Assisting in establishment and maintenance of 
poultryi farms*; duck farms and goat farms.

(5) Assisting in establishment and maintenance of common 
cold storage facility for dairy, poultry and fishery products.

(6) Assisting in fodder development programmes.
(7) Promotion of dairy farming, poultry and piggery.
(8) Prevention of epidemics and contagious diseases.



,K) Minor forest produce and fuel and fodder.

(1) Promotion of social and farms forestry, fuel planta
tion and fodder development.

(2) Management of minor forest produce of the forests 
raised in community Jands.

(3) Development of wasteland.

(L) Fisheries.

(1) Assisting in fish seed production and distribution-
(2) Development of pisiculture in private and community 

tanks.

(3) Deve'lopment of inland fisheries.
(4) Fish curing and drying.
(5) Assistance to traditional fishing.
(6) Organising fish marketing cooperatives.
(7) Welfare schemes for the uplift and development of 

fishermen.

(M) Household and small scale industries (including food pro< 
ce^iog). .

(1) Identification of traditional skills in the locality and develop
ing household industries-

(2) Assessment of raw material requirement so as to ensure 
timely supply.

(3) Design and production to suit the changing consumer 
deosand.

(4) Organisation of training programme for craftsmen and artisan.

(5) Liaison to tap bank credit for this pfrdgrarlime.

(6) Populariiing and marketing o f finished products.

(7) Mdustrial estates.

(8) ©r^nf^atioti of khadi, handloom, handicraft and village and 
cottage Industries.

(N) Rural rcKadi$ and building.
(1) Construction and maintenance of roads other than National 

artd State Highways.

(2) Sridg^atid culverts coming under roads other than National 
and State Highways.



(3) Construction and maintenance of offict: building of Zalla
Parishad.

(4) Identification of major link roads connecting markets, educa
tional institutions and health centres.

(5) Organising voluntary surrender of lands for new roads and for
widening of existing roads.

(O) Health and hygiene.

(1) Assisting in establishment and maintenance of hospitals, 
primary health centres and dispensaries except medical college hospitals, 
T. B. sanitoriums, leprosy hospitals and mental hospitals.

(2) Implcm^tation of immunisation and vaccination progiamme.

G) Health education activities.

(4) Maternity and child health activities.

(5) Family welfare activities.

(6) Organising health camps with Panchayat Samiti and Gram 
Panchayat

(7) Measures against environment pollution.

(P) Rural housing.

(1) Identification of housdess families.

(2) Implementation of house building programmes in the district.

(3) Popularising low cost housing.

(Q) Education.

(1) Promotion of educational activities including establishment 
and maintenance of primary and secondary schools.

(2) Planning of programmes for adult education and library 
facilities.

(3) Extension work for propagation of science and technology 
in rural areas.

(4) Survey and evaluation of educational activities.

(5) Establishment and maintenance of general hostels, ashram 
schools and orphanages.



(R) Social welfare and welfare of weaker sections.

(1) Extension of educational facilities to the Scheduled Castes, the 
Scheduled Tribes and the Backward Classes by giving scholarships, stipends, 
boarding grants and other grants for the purchase of books and other 
accessories.

(2) Managing hostels for the benefit of the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes.

(3) Organising nursery schools, balawadis, night schools and libraries 
to eradicate illiteracy and impart general education.

(4) Conduct of model welfare centres and craft centres to train the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in cottage and rural industries.

(5) Managing residential basic schools for the Scheduled Castes and 
the Scheduled Tribes.

(6) Providing facilities for marketing of goods produced by members 
of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.

(7) Organising cooperative societies of the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribe*.

(8) Other welfare schemes for the uplift and development of the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.

[S) Poverty alleviation programmes.

Planning, supervision, monitoring and implementation of poverty 
illeviatioi^ programmes,

(T) Social refonn activities.

(1) Women’s organisation and welfare.
(2) Children’s organisation and welfare.
(3) Local vagrancy relief.
(4) Maintenance of social welfare institutions such as poor home, 

Orphanages, rescue shelters, etc.

(5) Assisting in sanctioning and distribution of pension for widows, 
old and physically disabled destitutes and allowances for unemployed and 
couples of inter-caste marriages in which one party is a member of a Scheduled 
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe.

(6) Campaign against superstition, casteism, untouchability, 
alcoholism, expensive marriages and social functions, dowry and conspicuous 
consumption*



(7) Encaiwaging coiamuniQr marria«^ ^  ititer-caste marriages.

(8) Vigilance against economic offences such as smiaggling, tax 
«vadon, fcw«la^lt€ration, ttc.

(9) Assistance for developing lands assig^ied ^  landless labourers.

(10) Assisting in resumption of land alienated by tfibals.

(11) ! to t% , Tree and rehabilitate bonded fabour.

(12) Organise cultural and recreational activities.

(13) E n M m g ^ ea t <3)f and ifnd coi^struction of rural
stadia.

(1#) Give ffew for̂ n and soc^l cfoateat to tJra^tronal festivals.
(15) Verifica*!^ ©f weights and aieaSufes in shopping establishments. 

(16) Promotion of thrift and savings through—

(a) promoticmof saving habits ;

(1  ̂ smiU Sidings campaign ; m i

(c) fight against spurious money lending practices and rural

(2) In addition, the Zilla Parishad may—

(a) manage dr malritaih ahy work of piibtic utility or any institu
tion vested in it or under its control and management ;

(b) acquire and maintain huts aftd ;

(c) make grants to Panchayat Samiti or Gram Panchayat ;

(d) adopt measures for the relief of distress ;

(e) coordinate and integrate the development plans and schemes 
I>repared by Panchayat Samitis in the District;

(f) examine and sanctio.i the budget estimates of Panchayat 
Samiti or Panchayat Saimitis in the District;

(g) undertake or execute any scheme extsnding to more tha^ one 
Block ; and

(h) take the maintenance and ^ntr<^<=of a®y rural bridge, 
tank, ghat, well, channel or drain beloag^-to'a private owner 
or any other authority on such terms as may be agreed upon.

(3) The Zilfe i*arishad may be v^ted by the Staise Governmeiit with 
such powers under any Act as the Government



(4) The Ziila Parisliads of two of more adjac^t Distrbts may 
jointly undertake and execute any devebpment scheme on such terms and 
conditions as may be mutually agreed upon.

General poWeis 
of Zilla Pari- 
shad.

144. (1) Subject to the general or special orders of the State Government, 
Zilla Parishadmay—

(a) incur expenditure on education or medical relfef ; or
(b) provide for carrying out any work or measures likely to promote 

health, safety, education, Comfort convenience, or social or 
^anomiQ Conaloct m  cultural \awlUb«ing^ the inhabitants of' 
District.

(2) Zilla Parishad shall have powers to do all acts necessaay* 
or incidental to the carrying out of the functions entrusted oi' 
to it and in particular, and without prejudice to foregoing powers, to exercise 
all powers specified under this Act.

Assigamoit a i 
fuactiQQs.

Delegathn of 
powers.

145. (1) The Government may assign to Zilla Parishad functions in relation 
to any matters to which the executive ftutlbt̂ rityf ^  the Gpv^nmeot extends 
or in respect of functions wiueh have be^n assigned to the State Government 
by the Central Government.

(^) The Government may, by notifieation, withdraw or modify the 
functions assigned under this Section.

146. Zilla Parishad may, by notification, delegate to Chief Executive 
Officer or any other officer any of thepowers conferred by or under this Act on 
ZiUa P t̂tishad.

" .̂tate Govem- 
place 

on
Zili^^awshad.

F«9iilir ;#f ZiUflTf 
Parishad totrans 
fer roads to the 
State Govern-

y . t i s r ' ’-

147. The State Government may, from time to time, with the consent of 
Zyia Parishad place any road, bridge, feJry, daannel, building and other 
properties vested in the State Government and situated withiU the District under 
th-p control or management o f ZiUa P^ishad subject to such conditions as 
it may specify :

Provided that the State Government may, e ^ ^ e r  in the views
of Zilla Parishad, withdraw such control and management subject to 
such condition as it may specify.

14§. A 2illa Parishad may transfer to the State Government, the CoawBi- 
ssioners of a Municipality, a Panchayj^ Samjti or a Gram Panchayat 
or part of a road or any other property which is under its control or masage^ 
ment or which is vested in it, on such terms and conditions as may be agreed 
upon.



Vesting of Zilla 
Parishad with 
certain powers.

Power pf 
supervision over 
Panchayat 
Sattiitiand 
Gram Pwichayal.

149. (1) Zilla Parishad may be vested by the State Government with 
such powers under any local or special Act as the State Government may 
think fit.

(2) Zilla Parishad shall perform such functions as may be transferred 
to it by notification under Section 31 of the Cattle Tresspass Act, 1871.

(3) Zilla Parishad shall exercise such other powers, perform such 
other functions or discharge such other duties as the State Government 
may, by general or special order, direct.

150. (1) Zilla Parishad shall exercise general power Or supervision over 
the Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats in the District and it shall be 
the duty of these authorities to give effect to any directions of Zilla 
Parishad.

(2) Zilla Parishad may—
(a) inspect, or cause to be inspected, any immovable property ujsed

or occupied by a Panchayat Samiti under it or any work in 
progress under the direction of the Panchayat Samiti;

(b) inspect, or examine or depute an officer to inspect, or examine, 
any department of a Panchayat Samiti or any services, 
work or thing under the control of the Panchayat Samiti

(c) inspect, or cause to be inspected, utilisations or functions in 
respect of schemes or programmes assigned to a Panchayat 
Samiti by the State Government for execution either directly 
or through Zilla Parishad ; and

(d) require a Panchayat Samiti, for the purpose of inspection or 
examination, to produce any books, records, correspondence 
and other documents-

(3) Zilla Parishad may call for meetings of Panchayat Samiti or 
any of its Standing Committees or of Gram Panchayat in its jurisdiction if  no 
meeting of such Panchayat Samiti or Standing Committee or Gram Ptnchfay« 
is held in accordance with the provision of this Act or the rul® made 
thereunder,

Powers, 
functions and 
duties of 
Sabhadhipati and 
Sahakari 
Sabhadhipati,

151. (1) The Sabhadhipati shall—

(a) be responsible for the maintenance of the records
Zilla Parishad ; ;

(b) have general responsibility for the financial and
administration of the Zilla Parishad ;



(c) exercise administrative supervision over all Officers and
other employees of the Zilla Pari shad and the officers and
employees whose services may be placed at the disposal of 
the Zilla Parishad by the State Government ;

(d) for the transaction of business connected wath this Act or
for the purpose of making any order authorised thereby  ̂
exercise such powers, perform such functions and discharge 
such duties as may be exercised, performed or discharge 
by the Zilla Parishad under this Act or the rules made there 
under :

Provided that the Sabhadhipati shall not excrcise such powers, perform 
such functions or disch-irge such duties as may be required by the rules 
made under this Act to be exercised, performed or discharged by the Zilla 
Parishad at a meeting ; and

(e) exercise such there powers, perform such other functions 
and dischargfc such other duties as the Zilla Parishad may, by 
general or special resolution, direct or as the State Govern 
ment may, by rules made in this behalf, prescribe.

(2) The Sahakari Sabhadhipati f hall—
(a) exercise such of the powers, perform such of the functions 

and discharg such of the duties of the Sabhadhipati as the 
Sabhadhipati may from time to time, subject to rules made in 
this behalf by the State Government, delegate to him by 
order in writing :

Provided that the Sabhadhipati may at any time withdraw the powers 
and functions delegated to the Sahakari Sabhadhipati ;

(b) during the absence of the Sabhadhipati exercise the powers and 
functions and discharge all the duties of theSftbhadhipati; and

(c) exeicise such other powers, perform such other functions, 
and discharge such other duties as the Zilla Parishad may, 
by general or special resolxition, direct or as the State 
Ooverament may, by rules made in this behalf prescribe.



Cloipiiu'ttees,

CHAPTER III

Standing CommittMs «f 
Zilla Parishad

152. (1) Zilla Parishad shall have the followiflg Standing Committees 
Sî anditig aamely :—

(a) Finance, Audit and Planning Committei ;
(b) Education, Environment, Cultural, Health aad Sports Affiatrs ;
(c) Communication, Rural Electrification and Non 'Conven

tional Energy;
(d) Industries including Cottage I ndustries and Seri«ulture ;
(e) Social Justice Committee;
(f) Agriculture, Food, Irrigation, Coopcratioa, Fishery, and ■ 

Animal Husbandry;
(g) Poverty Alleviation Programme, Social and Farm Forestry* 

Rural Housing and Drinking Water and ;
(h) Such other Standing Committee or Committees as th* ZilUi 

Parishad may, subject to the approval of tb* State Govern
ment, constitute.

(2) A Standing Committee shall consist of th* folldwiag members 
namely—

(a) the Sabhadhipati and the Sahakari Sabhadhipati, ex-ofScio ;
(b) not less than 5 and not more 7 persons to be elected in th0 

prescribed manner by the members of the Zilla Parishad 
from among themselves ;

(c) Chief Executive Officer/Additional Ckief BxcCutiv# 
ex-officio and

(d) such number of persons, being officers of the State Govern
ment or any statutory body or corporation or being eminent 
{jersons having specialised knowledge, as the State Government 
may think fit, appointed by the State Qovei-nment :

Provided that such officers and Chief Executive Officer/Additioaa,| 
C hief Executive Officer shall not be eligible forelectioa as th# Prwident ©I 
Vice President and shall not have any right to vote.

(3) No member of a Zilla Parishad other thaa th« Salikadhipati a a | 
ih© Sahakari Sabhadhipati shall bt eligible t» serv# • !  Mere tlMia tw| 
Standing Committees.



(4) An elected rnember of Ihe Standing Committee shall hold office 
for a period of five years or for so long as he continues to be a member of 
Zilla Parisiiad, whichever is earlier.

(5) The meeting of the Standing Committee shall be held in the office 
the Ziila Parishad at such time and in such manner as maybe prescribed.

(6) The State Government may make rules providing for the removal 
»f n,embers of a Standing Committee excluding the president and for filling
up of casual vacancy.

StSSlur Finance Audit and Phinaing Committee shall perform thefuflc-
Con-imitlee*. tt«n5 relating to—

(a) establishment matters, the Finances of the Zilla Parishad, fra- 
mtng of budget, scruiinisiug proposals for increase of revenue, 
examination of receipt and expenditure statements, considera
tion of all proposals affecting the finances of the Zilla Parishad 
and general supervision of the revenue and expenditure 
of the Zilla Parishad ; and

(b) the plan priorities, allocation of outlays to development 
programmes horizontal and vertical linkages, implementation 
of guidelines issued by the Government, regular review of pla
nning programmes, evaluation of important programmes aod 
small savings schemes.

(2) The Education, Environment and Health Committee shall perform 
tliNi following functions—

(a) be incharge of all educational, environmental and sports acti
vities of the Zilla Parishad ;

(b) undertake the planning of education in the District within the 
framework of the national policy and the national and state

(e) survey and evaluate the educational activities of 
Parishad ;

(d) perform such, other duties pertaining to education, adult 
literacy and cultural activities as the Zilla Parishad may assign
to it ; and

(e) health services, hospitals, family welfare and other allied 
matters.

(3) The Communication, Rural Electrification and Non Conventional 
■nergy Standing Committee shall perform functions relating to communication, 
buildings, non conventional energy, rural electrification and allied matters.



(4) The Agriculture Committee shall perform fufiGtions relating —
(a) agricultural production, animal husbandry, f isheries, contour 

bmdiftg and reclamation of land, food and cooperation ;
(5) Ifldustrics Gommitt^ shall perform functions relating to —

(a) village and cottage industries ;
(b) proraotioa of industrial development of the District ;
(c) promotion of sericulture ; and
(d) promotion of bandloom and handicrafts.

(6) "I'he Social Justice Committee shall pcrfor.ir functioas relatiag to—
(a) promotion of educatioij, economic, »ocial, cultural and

other interests of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the 
Backward Classes , '

(b) protecii thorn from Social injustice ind all other fornts of
exploitation,

(c) ame’ioration of the condition of the Scheduled Castes and 
. ine Scheduled Tribes and the Backward Classes, and

(4) Securing social justicc to the Scheduled Castes and the
Sch^uied Tribes, women and other we îker sections of the society.

(7) Poverty Alleviatiop Committee shall perform functions relating to 
promotion of rural water supply, sanitation, rural employment, 
0thei: poveuy alleviatiofl progfammes, rucal housing, social forestry and 
farm forestry.

(§> The Standiag Committt^s.shall perform the functions referfed to 
above to the cKtent the powers are delegated to them by the Zilla parishad.

(9) The Committees shall perform, ill respect of matters assigned to 
them, such additional duties as may be prescribed.

Presideat and 54. (1) The members of a Standing Committee shall clect, in such raaaner 
ŝ may be prescribed, a chairman to be called President, from among them

selves :

Provided that the Sabhadhipati shill he the ex-office President
of the Finance, Audit and Planning Cammittee.

(2) The Secretary of the Zilla Parishad shall act as the Sccfetaty to 
afl Stahding Committees ;

Provided that a Standing Committee may select, in such manner 
as determined by the Presids it. one of the meinbers referred to in clause {4}
of sub-section (2) of section 152 to act as the Secretary to such Standing 
Committee only.



(3) The Secretary to each Standiag C )mmittec shall, in consultation 
with the President, convene the meeting of that Standing Committee.

(4) The President shall be paid out of the Zilla Parishad fund such 
sitting fees, and shall be entitled lo leave of absence for such period or periods, 
and on such term and conditions, as tht State Government may, b« 
order direct or may, by rules, made in tliis behalf prescribe.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the State Go
vernment may, by an order in writirnj, remov,; the President from his offiec if, 
in its opinion, he holds any office of profit or carries on or is associated with 
any business, profession or calling in such manner that shall, or is likely to, 
interfere wiih the exercise of his powers, due performance of his functions 
or due discharge of his duties ;

Provided that the State Government shall, before making any such 
order, give the person concerned an opportunity of making representation 
‘Against \.hs> proposed order,

Resignatjon. 155. The President or any msinber of the Standing Committee may resign
his office by giving notice in writing to the Sa >hadhipati and, on such resigna
tion being accepted by the Zilla Parishad, the President or such member shall 
be dferaed to have vacated his offic<5.



Committee.

CHAPTER TV 

Exectttive Comtnitt»e of Zilla Parishad

Executivfe There shall be an Executive Committee for every Zilh Parisyid
consisting of the Sabhadhipati and the Sahakari Sabhadhipati a»d Presidents 
of all Standng Committees, the Chief Executive Officer and the Additional 
Chief Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad,

(2) The Secretary of the Zilla Parishad shal! be the Secrelafy to the 
Execuive Committee.

(3) The meeting o the Executive Committee shall be held at I««st 
oncc in two months in the office of the Zilla Parishad in such mam«T as may 
be prescribed.

(4) The Executive Committee shall be responsible for co^diaatiiig  
the functions between the Standing Committees and the Zilla Patii^ad and 
among the different Standing Committees of the Zilla Parishad and ^pani- 
toring of activities of the Panchayat Samitis in respect of the scfaeittcp, fands 
or which ar6 allotted by the Zilla Parishad to the Patichayat Samitis execu
tion of such scheme.

(5) The Executive Committee shall exercise such other powirs, inform
such other functions and discharge such other duties as may ^  dr
as may be asiigned to it by the Zilla Parishad at a meeting.



CHAPTER V 

Staff »f ZUla Pari^had

Staff of zm* 
Parisha4.

157- (1) There shall be a Chief Executive Officer, who shall be the District 
Magistrate, for every Zilla Parishad appointed by the State Government on 
such terras and conditions as may be prescribed ,

Placing The 
^rvfces 
Sl.ate, G0v«rfl- 
^nt oi5«m 
d%)Oital of 
a m  Purisbad.

Provided that any person so appointed shall be recalled by the State 
Government if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Zilla Parishad, at a 
meeting specially convened for the purpose, by two-third majority of the total 
number of members holding office for the lime being.

(2) The State Government may appoint an Additional Chief Executive 
Officer not below the rank of Additional District Magistrate lor a Zilla Pari
shad on such ierms and conditions as may be prescribed :

Provided that any person so appointed shall be recalled by the State 
Government if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Zilla Parishad at a 
meeting specially convened for the purpose, by a majority of the total number 
of members holding office for the time being.

(3) The Additional Chief Executive Officer shall, subject to the provi* 
sion of this Act, exercise such powers, perform such functions and discharge 
such duties, of the Chief Executive Officer as the State Government may, 
from time to time direct.

(4) The State Government may appoint a Secretary, not below the
rank of Senior Deputy Magistrate, for a Zilla Parishad on such terras and 
conditions as maybe prescribed. .

(5) Subject to such rules as may be made by the State Government, 
a Zilla Parishad may appoint such other officers and employees as may be 
required by it, and may fix the. salaries to be paid to the persons so appointed :

Provided that no post shall be created or abolished and no revision of 
scale of pay of any post shall be made by the Zilla Parishad without the prior 
approval of the State Goveinment,

(6) The State Government shall make rules relating to the method of 
recruhment and the terras and conditions of service, including the pay and 
allowances, super-annuation provident fund, and gratuity of the employees of 
the Zilla Parishad

158. The State Government may placc at the disposal of Zilla Parishad, 
services of such offieers or other employees serving under it and on such terms 
and conditions as it may think fit :



Provided that any such officcr or employee shall be recalled by the 
State Governmant if a resolution to that effect is passed by the Zilla Parishad, 
at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, by a majority of the total 
number of members holding office for the time being.

iSisclplinary 
power of the 
State Gove.

159. The State Government shall have disciplinary control over the Chief 
Executive OflBcer, the Additional Chief Executive Officer, Secretary and officers 
and employees whose services are placed at the disposal of the Zilla Parshad 
under Scction 158.

Control and 
of

the Staff of 
Î irishad.

160. (1) The Chief Executive Officer ihall exercise control over all officers 
and other employees of theZilla Parishad.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer may award any punishment, other 
than dismissal, removcil or reduction in raak to an officer or employee of the 
Zilla Padshad in the prescribed ffiaan r̂;

(3) No officcr or other employee of the Zilla Parishad shall be dismi
ssed, removed or reduced in rank by the Zilla Parishad ex^pt by resolution of 
the Zilla Parishad passed at a meeting after following the prescribed proce<fcure.

Appeal. 161. (1) Aa appeal shall lie to the Zilla Parishad against an order of 
punishment aw'arded by the Chief Executive Officer under sub-section (2) of 
Section 160 wftliin one month from the date of the order.

(2) An appeal shall lie to the State Government against an order of 
punishment awarded by the Zilla parishad under sub-section (3) of Section 
160 within one moath from the date of that order.

&cerdseof 
powers, etc. 
by the officers 
and «niptoye€ia

162. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act. and rules framed thereunder 
and to any general or special directions given by the State Government in that 
behalf, the officers and other employees employed by the Zilla Parishad and 
the officers an i other employees whose services have been placed.ai tfe 
disposal of the Zilla Parishad shall exercisc such powers, perform spch fUttctloia 
and discharge sueh duties, as the Zilla Parisbad may dclwmine.



Power to 
acquire, hold 
and dispose of 
property.

Works cons
tructed by a 
Zilla Parishad 
to vest in it.

Allocation of 
properties to 
Zi'la Parishad.

CHAPTER—VI 

Property and Fund of Zilla Parishad

163. A Zilla Parishad shall have the power to acquire, hold and 
dispose of any property and to enter into contracts :

Provided that in all cases of acquisition or disposal of immovable 
property, the Zilla Parishad shall obtain the previous approval of the 
State Government.

164. All roads, buildings or other works constructed by the Zilla Parishad 
with its own funds shall vest in it.

165. The State Government may allocate to a Ztlla Parishad any public 
property situated within its jurisdiction, and thereupon, such property shall 
vest in and come under the control of the Zilla Parishad.

Acquisition of 
land, for Zilla 
Parishad.

166. Where a Zilla Parishad requires land to carry out any of the 
purpos.es o f this Act, it ̂  may negotiate with any person or persons having 
interest in the said and, aad if  it fails to reach an agreement it may make an 
application to the District Magistrate and collector who may, if he is satisfied 
that the land is required for a public purpose, takes steps to acquire the 
land under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act and such land shall, on 
acquisition, vest in the Zil’a Parishad.

Zilla Parishad 
Fund

167. (1) For every Zilla Paishad there shall be constituted a Zilla 
Parishad Fund bearing the name of the Zilla Parishad and there shall be placed 
to the credit thereof—

(a) contribution and grants, if any, made by the Central or the 
State Government including such parts land revenue collector in 
the State as determined by the State Government ;

(b) contribution and grant, if any, made by Panchayat Samiti 
or any other local authority;

(c) loans, if any granted by the central or State Government or 
raised by the Zilla Parishad on security of its assests with the permission of the 
State Government ;

(d) the proceeds of road cess and public works cess levied in the 
District ;



(e) all receipts on account of tolls, taxes, rates and fees levied by 
the Zilla parishad ;

(f) all receipts in respect of any schools, hospitals, dispensaries, 
buildings, institutions, or works, vested in, constructed by, 
or placed under the control and management of, the Zilla 
Parishad ;

(g) all sums received as gift or contribution and all income from 
any trust or endowment made in favour of the Zilla Parishad ;

(h) such fines or penalties imposed and realised under the pro
visions of this Act or of the byc-laws made thereunder, as may 
be prescribed ; and

(i) all other sums received by or on behalf of Zilla Parishad-

(2) Every Zilla Parishad shall set apart and apply annually such sum 
as may be required to meet the cost of its own administration including the 
payment of salaries and allowances, provident fvind and gtatttity of the 
officers and employees. The over all expenditure on establishment shall not 
exceed one third of the total expenditure.

(3) Every Zilla Parishad shall have the power to spend such sums as it 
thinks fit for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(4) The Zilla Parishad Fund shall be vested in the Zilla Parishad and 
the amount standing to the credit of the Fund shall be kept in such custody or 
invested in such manner as the State Government may, fram time to time, 
direct.

(5) Subject to such general control as the Zilla Parishad may exercise, 
from time to time, all orders and cheques for payment from the Zilla Parishad 
Fund shall be singed by the Chief Executive Officer or, if authorised by the 
Chief Executive Officer, by the Additional Chief Executive Officer or the 
Secretary.

Levy of tolls, 168 .(1) Subject to such maximum rates as the State Government may
fees and rate. prescribe, a Zilla Parishad may—

(a) levy tolls on persons, vehicles or animals or any class of them 
at any toll bar established by it on any road other than a kutcha road or any 
bridge vested in it or under its management ;

(b) levy tolls in respect of any ferr>' established by it or under
its management ; and

(c) levy the following fees and rates, namely—

(i) fees on the registration of boats or vehicles ;
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(ii) a fee for providing sanitary arrangements at such places of 
worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its jurisdiction 
as may be specified by the Government by notification ;

(iii) a fee for licence for fair or mela ;

(iv) a lighting rate where arrangement for lighting of public streets 
and places is made by the Zilla Parishad within its jurisdic
tion ; and

(v) water rate, where arrangement for the supply of water for 
drinking, irrigation or any other purpose is made by the Zilla 
Parishad within its jurisdiction.

(2) The Zilla Parishad shall not undertake registration of any vehicle 
or levy fee therefor and shall not provide sanitary arrangements at places of 
worship or pilgrimage, fairs and melas within its jurisdiction or levy fee there
for, if such vehicle has already been registered by any other authority under 
any law for the time being in force or if such provision foi sanitary arrange
ment has already been made by any other local authority.

(3) The scales of tolls, fees or rates and the terms and conditions for 
the imposition thereof shall be such as may be provided by regulations. Such 
regulations may provide for exemption from all or any of the tolls fees or 
rates in any class of cases.

169. All dues on account of rates, tolls or fees payable to a Zilla Parishad 
under this Act shall be recoverable as arrears of land revenue.

170 (1) The State Government may remit the whole or part of any rate, toll 
or fee levied by a Zilla Parishad in respect of any period after the commence
ment of this Act.

(2) The power exercisable by the State Government under sub-section
(1) shall also be exercisable, cither generally or in any specified area, by the 
prescribed authority under such circumstances as the State Government may 
prescribe.

(3) A Zilla Parished may, by resolution and under such.cipeumstances as 
may be prescribed, remit tbe whole or part of any such rate, toll or fee 
levied by it provided that no such resolution shall tak6 effect unless it is 
approved by the prescribed authority.

(4) Where any rate, toll or fee has been remitted under this Section, 
any sum on account of rate, toll or fee, as remitted, shall be refunded to 
him by the Zilla Parishad.
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171. A Zilla Parishad may, subject to the provisions of any law lelating to 
the raising of loans by local authorities for the time being in force, raise from 
time to time, with the approval of the State Government, loans for the 
purposes of this Act and create a sinking fund for the repayment of such loans.

Zilla Psirishad 
may borrow 
money.

172. Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 171, a ZiUa Parishad 
may borrow money from the State Government or, with the previous sanction 
of the State Government, from the Central Government or banks or other 
financial institutions, for furth^ance of its objectives on the basis of specific 
schemes as may be drawn up by the Zilla Parishad for the purpose.

Budget of the 
Zilla Parishad.

Sui^ementary
budget.

173. (1) Every Zilla Parishad shall, at such time and in such manner as 
may be prescribed, prepare in each year a budget of it!> estimated receipts and 
disbuisements for the following yekr and subjiit it to the State Govt.

(2) The State Government may, within such time as may be prescribed, 
either approve the budget or return it to the Zilla Parishad for such modi
fications as it may direct and on such modifications being made the budget 
shall be re-submitted within such time as may be prescribed for approval of 
the State Government. If the approval of the State Government is not 
received by the Zilla Parishad, within two months, or the last day of the year, 
whichever is earlier, the budget shall be deemed to be approved by the State 
Government*

(3) No expenditure shall be incurred unless the budget is appioved by 
the State Government except in the prescribed manner.

174. The Zilla Parishad may prepare in each year a supplementary estiriqate 
providing for any modification of its budget and may submit it to the State 
Government for approval within such time and in such manner as may be 
prescribed.

175. A Zilla Parishad shall keep such accounts in such manner as may be 
prescribed.
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PART V 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CHAPTER I

£!}ectioii to Gram Paachajat, Paochayat Samiti and ZillaParishad

1176. (I) There shall be a State Panchayat Election Commission constituted 
by the Governor for superintendence, direction and control of the preparation 
of electoral roJIs and for the conduct of all elections to the Panchayat 
Vodies in this St^te ufider this Act and rules made ihereund|r. The Commi
ssion shall consist of a State Election Commissioacr to be appointed by the 
Governor.

(2) The conditions of service and tenure of the office of the Election 
Conimisxioncr shall be sucliasthe Governor may by rule defcjrmine ;

Provid^ that the Statfc Elation Coms)issioner shall not be removed 
from his office except iniike manner and on like grounds as a judge of the High 
Court and the conditions of service of the State Election Commissioner shall 
not be varied tb his disadvantage after his appointment.

(3) The State Goj^emment shall, when so requested by the State 
Election Commissioner, make av^lableto the State Election Commlssionep 
such staff as may uecessary for the discharge of the functions conferred 
on the State Election Commissioner under this Act.

(4) State GoWnment may appoint a District Electios^, Officer and 
Sub-Divisional Election Officer, who shaU, subject to the superintendence and 
control of the State Eiee$|on Commissioner, co-ordinate and supervise works 
m the District and Sub*B|vision in collection with the conduct of election

(5) (a) The State Btection Commissioner shall, in consultation
the State Government, appoi§| an officer of the State Government to be the 
Electoral Registration Officer a»d one or more persons as Assistant Electoral 
Registration Officers for ^ ch  constituency;

Provided that nothing in this Section shall prevent the State Election 
Commissioner to appoint the same person to be the Electoral Registration 
Officer for more than one constituency in one or more Grams.

(b) The electoral roHj for each constituency thall be prepared and 
revised by the Electoral Registration Officer appointed under clause (a).

(c) An Electoral Registration officer may, subject to such rules as 
may be prescribed, employ such persons as he thinks fit for the preparation 

and revi^on of the eliettoral roll for the constituency.
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(6) The State Hection Commissioner shall appoint a Returning Officer  ̂
who shall be an officer of the State Government, for holding election 
to a constituency of a Zilla Parisfaad, a Panchayat Samiti or a Gram 
Panchayat.

(7) The State Election Commissioner may appoint one or more Assistant 
Returning OiBcer who shall be an officer of State Government lo assist 
the Returning Officers in the performance of his functions. Every Assistant 
Returning Officer shall, subject to the control of the Returning Officer, be 
competent to perform all or any of the functions of the Returning Officer :

Provided that no Assistant Returning Officer shall perform any o f the 
functions of the Returning officer which relate to the scrutiny of nomina
tions unless the Returning Officer is tmavoidably prevented from performing 
the said functions.

(8) The Returning Officer shall appoint Presiding Officers and Polling, 
Officers for holding the elections or bye-electipns referred in sub-section (6) « 
but he shall not appoint any person who has been wnoloyed by. or on behalf 
of, or has been otherwise working for, a candidate in or about the election.,

(9) The powers, fanctions amd duties^of Rettirning Officers, Rr̂ ŝiding 
Officers, and Polling Officers and the procedure for holding eleccions includingt 
the declaiation of results shall be such as may he prescribed.

(10) At every election where potl is taken, votes shall be counted by 
or under the supervision and direction of thê  Returning Officer in such manner 
as may be prescribed.

177. For each constituency, there shall be an electoral roll showing 
the names of the persons qualified to vote. The electoral roll shall be prepared 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder.

178. (1) A person shall be disqualified' for registration in an electoral 
roll if he—

(a) is not a citizen of India ;

(b) is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a com
petent court ; or

(c) is for the time being disqualified from voting under the 
provisions of this Act or any other law relating to corrupt 
practices and other offences in connection"with election.

(2) The name of any person, who in the opinion of Eledoral Registra* 
lion Officer, becomes so disqualified after registration shall forthwith bf 
struck off from the electoral roll in which it is included ;
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Provided that the name of any person struck off from the electoral 
roil by reason of a disqualification under clause (c) of sub-section (1) shall 
forthwith be restored if such disqualification is, during the period such roll is 
in force, removed under any law authorising such removal.

179. A person registered in the electoral roll for a constituency relating to a 
Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Satniti or Zilla Parishad area shall not be 
enlitkd to be registered in the electoral roll foi a consiitueucy relating to any 
other Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad area or in the 
electoral roll for any Municipality or Notified Area Authority established or 
constitued under any law for the time being in force.

180. (1) No person shall be entitled to be registered in the electoral roll 
for more than one constituency.

(2) No pernson shall be entitled to be registered in the electoral 
roll for any constituency more than once.

181. Subject to the provisions of Sections 177, 178, 179 and 180 every 
person who—•

(a> is not le§s that 18 \eats of age on the qualifying date ; aud
(b) is ordinarily resident in a constituency, 

shall be entitled to be registered in the electoral roll for that constituency.
182. (1) A person shall not be deemed to be ordinarily resident in » 

constituency ©n the ground only that he owns, o f  is Ih possession of, a 
dwelling house therein.

(2) A person absenting himself temporarily from his place of ordinary
residence shall not, by reason thereof, cease to be ordinarily resident 
therein.

(3) A member of the Parlian^nt or of the Legislative Assembly of the 
State absenthig Mftnself from his place of ordinary residence in connection 
with his duties as such member shall not during the term of his oflBc© cease 
to be ordinarily resident therein merely by reason of his absence from 
tbat constituency.

(4) A person who is a patient in any establishment maintained 
wholly or mainly for the reception and treatement of persons suffering from 
mental illness or mama! defectiveness, or who is detained in prison or 
other legal custody at any place shall not, by reason thereof, be deemed to 
be ordinarily resident therein.

(5) If in any case a question arises as to where a person is ordinarily 
resident at any relevant time, the question shall be determined with reference 
to all the facts of the case by the Electoral Registration Officer.

183. (1) The electOfal roll for each constituency shall be prepared by 
the Electoral Registration OflBcer in the prescribed manner with reference to 
the qualifying date and shall come into force immediately upon its final 
publication in accordance with the rules made under this Act.

(2) The said electoral roll may, if necessary, be divided into con - 
venient parts which shall be numbered consecutively.
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(3) TTie said electoral roll shall, unless otherwise directed by the 
§tatc Qoyernment fpr reasons to be recorded m writing, be revised in the 
jprcscribed mamier wHh reference to tbe qualifying date-^

0 }  |>efore each General Election of the members of a Gram 
Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti 01 ZHla Parishad ; and

(ii) ia any year, in ths prescribed manner, with refereijce to 
a qualifying date, if such revi4<^n has been directed fey the 
Prescribed, authority.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3), the presc
ribed authority may at any time, fpr reasons to be recorded, direct a special 
revision of the electoral rolls for any Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samlti, of 
2̂ illa Parishad or a part of Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti or Zilla 
Parishad in such a manner as it may think fit :

provided that subject to the other provisions of this Act, the electoral 
roll for the Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad. as in force 
at the time of the issue of any such direction, shall continue to be in force 
^ntil the cotti^ction of Ae s|yecial revision so directed.

184. If Jtlie Electoral Registration Officer fora constituency, on application 
m ^ e to him, or on his own motion, is satisfied after such enquiry as hie 
Ihiaksfit that any entry in th6 idectoral roll of thetonstittiency—

(a) is erroneous or defective in any particular; or
(b) should be deleted on the ground that the person concerned is 

dmd or has ceased to be ordinarily r e s id e  in the constituency 
or is otherwise not entitied to be registered in that roll—

i^ P ^ to r a l  jL.egistration sbaU, suyect to such general or special
directions, if #ny, as mayfee ^Ven by the State Election Commissioner in 
Ihils behalf, amend or delete the entry :

Provided that before taking any action on the ground under clause 
or any action under da use (b) on the ground that the person conamed 

iia& ceased to be ordinarily resident in that constituency cr that he is other
wise riot entitled to be registered in the ehctoral roll of that constituency, 
^  .Eledjoral Registration Officer shall give the person concerned a reasonable 
opportunity of being heard in respect of the action proposed to be taken in 
relation to him.

|85. (I) Any person whose name is not iflcluded in the electoral roller a 
constituency njay apply to" the Electoral Registration Officer in the prescribed 
manner for the inclusion of his name in that roll.

(2) The SleptQraJ Registration Officer shall, if satisfied that the 
appl|9^nlis e]ititb|Jj|o bfî  the electoral roll, direct his name to be
ijQcl^l^ tierei^i :
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Provided that if the applicant is registered in the electoral roll of 
any other constiruency, the Electoral Registration Officer shall inform the 
Electoral Registration Officer of the other constitusncy and that Officer shall, 
on receipt of the information, strike off the applicant’s name from that 
roU.

(3) No amendment or deletion of any entry shall be made under 
Section 184 and no direction for the inclusion of a name in the electoral 
roll of a constituency shall be given under this Section, after the last 
date for making nominations for an election in that constituency and 
before the completion of that election.

186. An appeal shall lie within such time and in such manner as may 
be prescribed before the prescribed authority from any order of the El^toral 
Registration Officer under Section 178, 184 or Section 185.

187. Every application under Section 184 or Section 185 atid every appeal 
under Section 186 shall be accompanied by the prescribed f^  which shalU 
in no case, be refunded.

188. If any person makes in connection with-

(a) th« preparation, revision or correction of electoral roll ; or
(b) the inclusion or exclusion of any entry in oi from an electoral 

roll,

a statement or declaration in writing which he either knows or believes to 
be false or does not believe to be true, he shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two months or with fine 
which may extend to two hundred rupees or with both.

189. No Civil Court shall have jurisdiction—
(a) to entertain or adjudicate upon any question whether any 

person is or is not entitled to be registered in an electoral roll 
for a constituency ; or

(b) to question the legality of any action taken by or under the 
authority of the Electoral Registration Officer, or of any 
decision given by any authority appointed under this Act for 
the preparation or revision of any such roll.

190. (1) No person who is not, and except as expressly provided by this 
Act every person who is, for the time being entered in the electoral roll of 
any constituency, shall be entitled to vote at an election in that constituency:

Provided that no person shall vote at an elwjtion in any constituency if he—

(a) has been adjudged by a competent court to be of unsound mind;
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(b) has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of a foreign State ; or
(c) has been sentenced by a criminal court for an electoral offence 

punishable under this At or has bcjen disqtialified under any 
other law from exercising any eliectoral right on account of 
corrupt practices in connection with an election and six years 
have not elapsed from ths date of such sentence or disquali- 
ficaton, provided that the disquaKficatiqn under this clause may, 
at any tteie, be Eem©v©d by theStitte Govenfi^iit if it thinks fit.

(2) No person sliall vote at a general election in more than one 
constituency and if a person votes in more than one constituency, his vote in 
all such constituencies shall be void.

(3) No*person sh^,-at^any election, v^te to the same constitui^^ 
'fflo^r^han once notwithstaadiag that>his name may have been registered in 
the deetoral roll for that constitu^<^ m(»e than ©ace and if he does so 
all his votes in that constituency shall be void.

(4) No peTson shall vote at any eJs ĉtion f̂ îie is confined in 
whether under a sentence ofimprisonraea,t"Or 0ji®pwi®B '0r;is Vmder the lawful 
custody of the Police.

(5) Every (elector shall have the right to give only one 
caiKititu«ncy where the number of member iOfbceleefed is one.

6̂) Every elector sball have the ̂ i^ tto  give two votes in a consti
tuency where the number of members to be elected are two, but no such elector 
shall,give more than one vote to any one candiifete.

191. (1) A person shall not be qualified to'be chosen to fill a seat in a con
stituency of any-Gram Panchayat, Panchyat iSamiti and Zilla Parishad unless

(a) in the case of a seat reserved for the Scheduled Castes, or 
for the Scheduled Tribes, he or she is a member Hif of 
these Tribes, or of the^ Castes, as the case may be,«i»id 
his or her name appears as an elector in the electoral roll 
for any constituency in that Gram Panchayat, Panchayat 
Samiti or Zilla Parishad Area ;

(b) in the case of any other seat, his or her name appears as an 
elector in the electoral roll for any constituency in that 
Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad area ; 
and

(c) be or she has completed 21 years*of age on tl»  jMd«t# f̂- 
submission of nomination at an election.

(2) A person s’lall not*be qualified to-be chosen to "fill a seat in more 
than one constituency of a Gram Panchayat, a Panchayat Samiti or a Zilla 
Parishad.
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192. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, no court shall have auy jurisdic
tion in respect of any. matters connected with the disqualification of members 
of Gram Panchay-at,under Section 16, member of Panchayat Samiti under 
s©etion5 76 and number of Zilla Patishad under section 128.

193.(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, it shall be lawful 
for the Government to issue directions to any Gram Panchayat, Panchayat 
Samiti and Zilla Parishad,. in matters relating to the state and national policies, 
and such directions shall be binding on the Gram Panchayat, Panchayat 
Sanaiti and Parishad.

(2) Xhe Stats Government may—
(a) call for any record or registei , and other document in posse

ssion or under the control of any Panchayat ;
(b) require a»y Panchayat to furni&h any return, plan, estimate, 

statement, account or statistics ; and
(c) require any Panchayat to furnish any information or report 

on, any meters connected with such Panchayat.

1^ . (1) If in the opinion of the State Government any Gram Pan
chayat. Panchaiyat Samiti or 2iilla. Paris^h^dr-

(a) has shovm its incompetence to perform, or has persis
tently made default in the performance of, the duties 
imposed on it by or under this Act or any oth^r law

(b) has failed to carry out or implement the direction given by 
the State G;overnment under Section 193; or

(c) has exceeded or abused its powers,
the State Government may, by order, to be published in the Official 
C&sse t̂t, the regspiis theiiefgr, dissolve the Gram Panchayat,
the Panchayat Samiti or the Zilla Parishsd, as. the case may be, and 
direct that it be reconstituted within such period not exceeding six  
nif^tha as m ^  be, sp.e( îfjed in the order:

Provided that the members of the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat 
Saiwti or the ZMa Parishad, as rcconstitutfid, shall hold office for the un
expired portion of the |>eriQd for which the members of the Gram Pan
chayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the Zilla Parishad, as the case may be, 
would have held oflfee had the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or 
the Zilla P^shad, as the case may be, not been dissolved.

(2) The State Governmeiit shall, before making any order under 
sub-section (1) give the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the 
Zilla Parishad, as the case mty SP o^^rtunity of making representation 
against the proposed order.

(3) Bvery order made under sub-seetion (1) shall be laid before the 
.State Legislature.



Corscqucnccs 195. (1) When an order of dissolution has been passed under
of dissolution. Section 194, then with effect from the date of the order—

(a)‘all the members of the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat 
the members of the Standing Committees thereof, shall 

. Samiti or the Zilla Parishad, as the case may be, and all 
vacate their offices;

(b) all the powers, duties and functions which, under the 
provisions of this Act or any rule or regulation of bye 
law or made thereunder or any law for the time being in 
force, may be exercised, discharged or performed by the 
Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the Zilla 
Parishad, as the case may be, or any Standing Committees 
thereof shall be exercised, discharged or performed by  
such authority, person or persons as may be appointed 
by the State Government in this b eh alf; and

(c) all properties vested in the Gram Panchayats, the Pan
chayat Samiti or the Zilla Parishad, as the case may be, 
shall remain vested in the State Government until the 
reconstitution of such Gram Panchayats, Panchayat 
Samitis or Zilla Parishads.

(2) On the reconstitution of the Gram Panchayat, the P ^ -  
chayat Samiti, or the Zilla Parishad, as the case may be, the authority, 
person or persons appointed under clause (b) of sub-section (1) shall 
cease to function.

Inspection;
196. (1) The; State Government shall appoint a Director of Pan

chayats and such other officers as it may consider necessary for the 
purpose ol inspection or superintending the work of all, or any of 
the Gram Panchayats, the Panchayat Samitis or the Zilla Parishads.

(2) An offlce'r appointed to inspect or superintend the work 
of a Gram Panchayat, a Panchayat Samiti or a Zilla Parishad may 
at any time—

(a) inspect, or cause to be inspected, any immovable property 
used or occupied by the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat 
Samiti or the Zilla Parishad or any work in progress 
under the direction of the Gram Panchayat, the Pan
chayat Samiti or the Zilla Parishad;

(b) inspect or examine, or depute any other officer of the 
Government to inspect or examine, any department of the 
Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the Zilla 
Parishad or any service, work or thing under the control 
of the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the 
Zilla Parishad; and

(c) require for the purposes of inspection or examination the 
Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the Zilla 
Parishad—



Delegation.

(i) to produce any record, 
docum ent;

(ii) to furnish any return, 
accounts or statistics i  or

correspondence, plan or other 

plan, estimate, statement,

Constitution of 
Panchayat 
Election Tribunal

(iii) to furnish or obtain any report or information.

(3) The District Magistrate or any other officer not below the 
rank of a Deputy Collector, when authorised by the State Govern
ment in this behalf, may exercise all or any of the powers conferred 
on an inspecting officer under sub-section (2).

(4) When an inspection of a Gram Panchayat, a Panchayat 
Samiti or a Zilla Parishad is undertaken by any officer referred to in 
sub-section (3), a report of such inspection shall be submitted by 
such officer to the State Government,

197. The State Government may, by notification published in the 
Official Gazette, delegate, subject to such conditions as it may 

specify, all or any of its powers under this Act, except the powers 
under section 228, to any person or authority subordinate to it.

198. (I) The State Government shall constitute such Panchayat Election 
Tribunals, as may be necessary, on the recommendation of the Guwahati 
High Court, to dispose of all election petitions challenging elections under 
this Act. The jurisdiction, powers and functions, arid headqiiafters of these 
Tribunals shall be such as may be prescribed in consultation with the High 
Court.

(2) The decision and order of the Election Tribunal passed under 
sub-section (1) shall be final.



Brestefrdf 
official duty 
in connection 
with preparation 
etc.o f  elecr6fal 
toll

.... .toeing 
before elscttein.

canvassing in 
or near polling

Penalty for 
disorderly 
conduct in or 
near polling 
station.

CHAPTER—II 
Electoral Offences and Ele^ion Disputes.

I ^ . (1?) If aay ElectOfal Officer, Assistant Electoral
Registration Officet a t  person required by or under this Act
arid the rules framed thereunder, to perform any ofificial duty in 
eennection with the preparation, revision or correction of an electoral 
roĤ  or the inclusion or exclw ion  of ^ y  ^ t r y  in or from that roll, is, 
without M assn^la- cause,. ©f 5ct or ©nrifi^n in  breach of
suck official duty, he shall be punishable wiMi fine wfeich m ay extend 
to two h im d ^ i rupees.

( )̂ No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against any such 
o^i&f or other person for damages in respect of any such act or 
dtftlslsion as aforesaid.

(3) No com»t i^Ml take cogniMtiee o f  any olffence punishable 
under sub-section (1) unless there is a complaint made by order of, 
or ander authoKtty irtan the State PaiK^^yat Election CommissitsHer.

20t), p ) N̂ ) person shall convene, hold op attend any public meeting 
in any area of a constituency during the period ®f 48 hours ending 
■mth the hour fixed for the conclusion of the poll for any election 
in that constituen&y.

^  Any Be®s<  ̂ who eontrsfvenes the pBcrefisiOns of 
t i ^  (t)f ah^l be-j)un^€^le with feie wMeh extend to on«
Iwdadired ruiteee.

2'01. (1) No person shall, on the date or datas &ns which a poll is 
taken in any polling station, commit any of the following acts within  

poffing sfeH^on of in  setiy ptiblic or private-place within a distance 
of 100 metres of the polling sfatfon, n'aniely :—

(a) canvassing for v o tes;
(b) soliciting vote of any elector;
(c) persuading any elector not to vote at the election;
(d) persuading any elector not to vote for any particular 

candidate; and
(e) exhibiting any notice cr sign other than an official notice 

relating to the election.
(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-sec

tion (1) shall, on conviction, be punishable with fine which may 
extend to one hundred rupees.

(3) An offence punishable under this Section shall be cognizable.
202. (1) No person shall, on the date or dates on which a poll is 

taken at any pollinti station,
(a) use or operate, within or at entrance of the polling  

station, or in any public or private place in the neigh- ; 
bourhood thereof, any apparatus or amplifier for repro
ducing the human voice, such as a megaphone or «  lou#» 
speaker; or
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(b) shout or otherwise act in a disorderly manner, within or 
at the entrance of the polling station or in any public or 
private place in the neighbourhood thereof, so as to cause 
annoyance to any person visiting the polling station for 
the poll, or so ŝ s to interfere with tfee work of the officers 
any other persons on duty at the pollmg station.

(2) Any person who gontravenes or wiHuUy aids or .abate ibe 
contravention of the provisions of sub-section f(l), s|hall, on convictipn, 
be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
month or with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees or 
with both,

if  the I?residing Qlfioer,of „a .polling station has reason to 
rbelieve that ^ y  i>ew^n is c^pamitting or has committed an offence 
Punishable under this Section, he may direct any Police officer to 
arrest such;Person and thereupon the PoUce Officer shall arrest him.

(4) Any Police Officer may take steps and use such force, as 
may be reasonably necessary for preventing any contravention of the 
provisions qf sub-section (1) and may seize ^^y apparatus used for 
such contravention.

2 ^ . (1) P^»5n, who durij® the>hours ^xed for the poll at any
stiti(E?n piisconducts himseH .cm: fails to obey the lawful 

directions of the Presiding Officer, njs^ fee removed from the polling 
station by the Presddii^g Officer or any Police Officer on duty or by 
4ny person authorised in this behalf Presiding Officer.

(2) Pi^werp qaiifer^ed by sttbfSe<|ti<Mi (1), shall not be exercised 
so â  to jpreyent an;>' elector w^p < j^ r w i^  entitled to vote at a 
poJlin^ station #QRi ’havii^ 9ppprt^nity of voting at that station.

(3) Jf apy per^^n who has .been so removed from a polling 
station re-enters the polling station without the permission of the 
Presiding Officer, he shall, on conviction, be punishable with imprison
ment for a term which may extend to one month or with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees or with both.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-section (3) shall be 
cognizable.

J?04. (.1) person, who at any ^leetion fraudulently taices or
attenfipts to take a ballot paper out of a poUjllg station or wilfully  
ai4s.or abets the doing of any such taĉ t, ^ a l l  be punishable with  
i^pri§onrnent for a term which nvay extend to one month or with fine 
which may extend to one hundred rupees or with both.

(2) If the Presiding Officer of a poUing station has reason to 
believe that any person is committing or has co r^ itted  an offence 
pujpishabie under sub-section (1), such officer may, such person
leaves the polling station, arrest or direct a Police Officer to arrest 
such person and may search such ,p e r w  or cause him to be searched 
by.a  PoUce Ofif^er:

Provided that when it is ne<^^^y to ^ u ^ e  â woman to be 
searched, the searcli shall be made by another woman with strict 
Tefjard to decency.



(3) Any ballot paper fouiid upon the person arrested on search 
shall be made over to a Police officer for safe custody by the Presiding 
Officer or when the search is made by a Police Officer shall be kept 

by such officer in safe custody.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-section (1) shall be 
cognizable.

^  person shall be guilty of an electoral ofifencc if at any 
therefor. election he—

(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomi
nation paper;

(b) fradulently defaces, destroys or removes any list, notice 
or other documents affixed by or under the authority 
of the Returning Officer;

(c) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any ballot 
paper or the official mark on the ballot paper or any 
declaration or identification;

(d) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any 
person;

(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anything otfher 
than the ballot paper which he is authorised by law to 
put i n ;

(f) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise 
interferes with any ballot box or papers then in use for 
the purpose of the election ; or

(g) fra.udulently or without due authority, as the case may  
be, attempts to do any of iiie  foregoing acts or w ilfully  
aids or abets the doing of any such acts.

(2) Any person guilty of an offence imder this Section shall—
(a) if he is a Returning Officer or Presiding Officer at a 

polling station or any other officer or clerk employed on 
official duty in connection with the election, on convic
tion, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to two months or with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees or with both; and

(b) if he is any other person, on conviction, be pimishable
with the imprisonment for a term which may extei^d to
one month or with fine which may extend to one hundred
rupees or with both.

(3) For the purpose of this Section, a person shall be deemed
to be on official duty if his duty is to take part in the conduct of the
election or part of an election including counting of votes or to be
responsible, after an election, for the used ballot papers and other 
docximents in connection with such election, but the expresaon  
"official duty” shall not include any duty imposed otherwise tlian 
by or under this Act.

(4) An offence punishable under clause (b) of sub-section (2) 
shall be cognizable.
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206, ( I) Where an election is held by ballot, every officer, cle|k» 
Kgent or other persons who performs any duty in connection with 
the recording or counting of votes at an election, shall maintain and 
aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting and shall not, except 
for any purpose authorised by or under any taw, communicate to 
any perscm any infonriation calculated to violate such secrecy.

(2) Any j^rson vk ho contravenes the provision of sub-section (1) 
shall, on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may exter>d to one month or with fine which may extend to one 
himdred rupees or with both.

207. (1) No person who is a Returning Officer or a Presiding Officer 
or Polling Officer at an election or an officer or clerk appointed by the 
Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer to perform any duty in connec
tion with an election shall, in the conduct or the management of 
election, do any act other than the giving of his vote for the further
ance of the prospects of the election of a candidate.

(2) No such person as aforesaid and no member of a Police Force
shall endeavour—
(a) to persuade any person to give his vote at an election;
(b) to dissuade any person from giving his vote at an election; 

or
(c) to influence the voting of any person at an election in. any

manner. •

(3) Any fwrson who contravents the provisions of sub-section (1) 
or sub-section <2) shall, on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees or with both.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-section (3) shall be cognizable.

208. (1) If any person to whom this Section applies is, without 
reasonable cause, guilty of any act or omission, in breach of his 
official duty, he shall be punishable with fine Vvhich may extend te  
two hundr^ rupees.

(2) An offence punishable under sub-section (1) shall be cogni/abte-

(3) No suit or legal proceedings shall lie against any such 
person for damages in respect of any such act or omission as aforesaid.

(4) The persons to whom this Section applies are Returning 
Officers, Assistant Returning Officers, Presiding Officers, Polling 
Officers and any other person appinted to perform any duty ia 
connection with the receipt of nominations or withdrawal of candi
dature or the r^cortitng or counting of votes at an election; and the 
exptessiorj ''official duty” shall, for the purpose of this Section, ba 
c-onstrued accordingly, but shall not include the duties imposed other
wise than by or uiider tMs Act.

209. No coû rt shall take cogmzaisce of an orfence punishable mide': 
clause (a) of sub-secticm (2) of Section 205 oi under Section 208, 207 

or 208 unless there is a cc««|>laint made by .an̂ ô or under the
authority from, the State Panchayat Election Commissioner,



^arrafft (1) A person shall be deemed to have committed a corrupt, practice
who directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person—

(i) induces or attempts to induce by fraud or coercion any
elector to give or refrain from giving a vote in favour of any
candidate;

(ii) threatens any candidate or elector, or any person in whom
a candidate or elector is interested with injury of any kind
with a view to influence him in any way in connection with
the election;

(iii) induces or attempts to induce a candidate or elector to
believe that he ;dr any person in whom he is interested will
become or will be rendered an object of divine dis»pleasuFe 
or of spiritual censure with a view to influence him in any 
way in connection with the election ;

(iv) employs, instigates or threatens any form of social 
boycott of any elector or candidate or of any one in 
whoni such elector or candidate is interested;

(v) with a view to inducing any elector to give or to refrain 
from giving a vote in favour of any candidate, offers or gplves 
any food or drink, or any money or valuable consideration» 
or any place or employment, or holds out any promise of 
individual advantage or profit to any person, including a

' promise of spiritual salvation;

(vi) gives or procure the giving of a vote in the name of an 
elector who is not the person giving such vote;

(vii) makes any payment or promise of payment to j^r§(^n
on account of the conveyance of any elector tQ ,or.liom  
any place for the purpose of recording his vote; >

Provided that nothing contained in this clause shall prevent a con
veyance being hired by an elector or by several electors at their joint Cost, 
for the purpose of conveying him or them to or from the place fixed for 
the poll:

(viii) offers any money or valuable consideration to any person 
to induce him to withdraw^ from being a candidate at an 
election, or being a candidate, accepts any nioney or 
valuable consideration so offered ; or

(ix) abets the doing of any of the acts specked in diause« (i) 
to. (viii).

Explanations—(a) A “promise of individual advantage or,pi!0^ to 
a person” includes a promise for the benefit of the person hims^|^or pf 
any one in whom he is interested, but does not include a proaiia^ ^ ^ y ^ y g  
or oppose, or to vote for or against any particular Gram 
chayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad measure or work;
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(b) no agent, clerk, messenger, or other person who may, in 
accordance with rules made by the State Government, be 
employed for remuneration by a candidate at an election 
shall by reason of such employment alone be deemed to 
come within the provision of this Section.

(2) A corrupt practice shall be deemed to have been committed bf 
a candidate if it has been colnmitted with his knowledge and consciit, or by 
a person who is acting under the general or spccial authority of such 
candidate with reference to the election.

(3) Every person who is guilty of a corrupt practidc at or in connec
tion with an election held under the provisions of this Act shall be punish
able with impri.sonment which may extend to one month or with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees or with both.

211. If the Election Tribunal sets aside an election under Section
198, he may, if he thinks fit, declare any person by whom a corrupt 
practice has, in his opinion, been committed within the meaning of 
Section 210 to be disqualified from being a candidate for election. In 
that or any other Panchayat for a period not exceediiig six years and 
the tribunal decision shall be final:

Provided, however, that such person may, by an order of the State
Government, be at any time, relieved from such disqualification.

212. Where by an order under Section 211, the election of a 
relumed candidate is deemed to be void, acts and proceedings in which 
that returned candidate has, before the date thereof, i)articipated as 
a member of any Panchayat, shall not be invalidated by reason of 
that order nor shall such candidate be subjected to any liability or 
penalty oji the ground of such participation.

213. No court shall grant an injunction—

(i) to postpone the election of a member or any other func
tionary of a Panchayat; or

(ii) to prohibit a person declared to have elected under this 
Act from taking part in the proceeding of the Panchayat 
to which he has been elected ; or

(iii) to prohibit the members elected to a Panchayat under 
this Act from entering upon their pflRce.



CHAPTlRIfl 

Fittawee Commi'ŝ .ion

 ̂ The Qovemor shall as soon as iimy be within one year frote
the coniraeacem.^nt of thc Constitution (Seventy third) Areendmcnt Act, 1992, 
and thereafter at the expiration of every fifth year, constitute a Finance 
Goramissjon to ixview the finincial position oftheZilla Parishads, the 
Ranchayat Samitn and the Gram Pinchayuts and to make recom iiendation 
tO' the Governor as to — '

(a) the pr.nciple?) which should govern—

(i) the I’istribulion between the Slate and the Zil'a Parishsds, the 
Panchayat Samitis and the Gram Panchayats of th« 
ptocseds of the taxes, duties,, tolh and fees kiviabfe fey 
StHte which may be divided between them under this Act and 
aHocation between the ZiUa Parishad«, f’anchayat Samitis and 
rhe Gram Panchayats of their respective shares of swch 
proceeds :

(ii) the determination of the taxes, duties, tolls, rates and fees
. : : which may be |Lssigned to or appiopiated by the ZiUa.

- Parishads, the Pfttichayat Samitis and the Gram Panchayats;

(ia) the grants-in-i id to the ZiHa Parishads, the Panchayat Samitis 
and the Gram Panchayats fro n the Consolidated FijJid of thf

.. . . .  , ■ State;

(b) the me.-isures needed 'o improve the financial position of 
tl>e Zilla Parishads, the Panchayyt Samitis and the Grafts
P.incuayats • or

(c) any other matter referred to the Finance CommtS'sion by the 
Governor in tiie in'cres  ̂ (''f sound financc of tlie Ziiia 
Parishads, the Panchayat Sam'tis and the Gram panchayats.

H) The Finance Co!iiirii>sion shall consist of one or more 
members ( = f whom one .̂ ’iatl be ih- chairman.

(3) The chairman or meitibers of the Finance Commission 
po:'SCss such qualification and shall be appointed in such manntjr as may be 
prescribed.

(4) The Finance Commission shall determine its procedurs.



ir

(5) The chairman or a member of the Finance Coramission may 
resign his office by writing under his hand and addressed to the Governor btit 
fee shall continue in office until his resignation is accepted by the Governor.

(6) The casual vacancy created by the resignation of the chairman of 
u member under sub-section (5) or for any other reason may be fill^ up 
by fresh appointment and the chairman or the member so appointed shall 
hold office for the remaining period for which the chairman or the member 
in whose place h“; was appointed would have held office.

(1) The Finance Commission shall have the following powers in the 
performance of its functions, namely—

(a) to call for any record from any officer or aathority ;
(b) to summon any person to give evidence or pro<iuce any 

record ; and
(c) such other flowers as may be assigned to it by the Governor.

(8) The Governor shall cause every recommendation made by the 
Finance Commis.sion under this Section, together with an explanatory 
memorandum as to the action taken thereon to be laid before the Statf-
Legislature. . , . /  . ,
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CHAPTER—IV 
Audit and Miscellaneous

215. The audit of the accounts of the funds of a Gram Panchayftt  ̂
a Panchayat Samiti, or a Zilla Paiishad siiall be cairied out by th«

authority as may be prescribed by th-s Oovernment a.nd a copy of th6 audft 
report—

(a) on the Gram Panchayat, shall be forwarded to the Paach&yat 
Sa!Ti!ti by the Gram Panchayat ;

(b) on the Panchayat Samiti, shall be forwarded to the Zilla Pafi- 
shad or the Ptiiscribed authority by the P?nchayat Samiti ;and

(c) on the Zilla Parishad, shall be forwarded to the State Go
vernment by the Zilla Parishad,

after taking steps to rectify any defects or irregularities which have becffl 
pointed out in the audit.

216. Every Panchayat shall have the power to revise or modify any d©ei- 
sion taken by any of its Committees.

217. (1) Not\  ̂ithstanding anything contained in the Indian Oaths Act, 
1873 (Act 10 of 1873), every person who is elected a member of a Qrft̂ tn 
Panchayat, a Panchayat Samiti or a Zilla Parishad shall, before taking his seal, 
make and subscribe, before such authority as may be specified by the St*H 
Government in this behalf, oath of affirmation of his allegiance to the 
Constitution of India according to the farm set out for the purpose in the 
Schedule.

(2) When any person has failed 10 make oath of affirmation of 
allegiance referred to in sub-sectiou (1), and the State GoverBrnftoit is 
satisfied that the failure of such person to make oath of affirmation was due 
to inadvertance or mistake, the State Government may declare that failure of 
such person to comply with the provisions of sub-section (1) is cond<»ie<l.

( )̂ When a declaration has been made by the State Government 
under sub-section (2) in respect of any person, such person shaU be 
deemed to have continued, notwithstanding his default, to hold his office and 
all acts done by him shall be deemed as valid and lawful, as if the person in 
respect of whom the declaration has been made, had made the oath of 
affirmation of allegiance in a ccordance with the provisions of sub-sectiort (I),

(4) Where all the members of a Gram Panchayat, a Panchayat Sartiili 
or a Zilla Parishad have failed to make the oath of affirmation under sub
section (1) or where the number of members of a Gram Panchayat,
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a Panchayat Samiti or a Zilia Parishad who have made the oath of affirmation 
is insufficient to allow of a quorum being formed under Section 27, Section 
87 and Section 139 and the State Governrrent is not satisfied that the failure of 
the members who have failed to make the oath of affirmation was due to 
inadvertance or mistake, the State Government may by an order publislied vrt 
the Official Gazette dissoive the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti or the 
Zilla Parishad. Thereaftei the State Government shall, as soon as may be 
convenient, reconstitute the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Sam'iti or the Zilla 
Parishad by fresh General Election and the person who failed to make th« 
oath of affirmation, shall not be deemed to be disqualified for election at 
such general election.

218. (1) The State Government may, by order in writing, rescind any 
resolution passed by a Gram Panchayat, a Pancha>at Samiti or a Zilla 
Parishad, if in its opinion such resolution—

(a) has not been legally parsed ; or
(b) is in CKccst, oc abuse of the powers coafwred by, or 

this Act or in rules made thereunder.
(2) The State Government shall, before taking any such action undet 

sub-section (1), giv-; the Gram Panchayat, the Panchayat Samiti, or th« 
2^Ua Parishad concer ned a a opportunity for making r^prese ntatidn 
against the proposed order.

219. Unless otherwise provided elsewhere in this Act, whoever contra
venes any provisions of this Act, shall bo punishable with fine, which 
may extend to five hundred rupees and when the breach is a continuiag 
one, with a further fine which may extend to one thousand rupees for every

.day after first conviction during which an offender is proved to have been ' 
persistent in the offence. . . -

220. In making rules the State Government, in making bye-laws the Gram 
Panchayat, in making regulations the Panchayat Samiti and in making regula
tions 01 regulation the Zilla Parishad, with the sanction of the prescribed autho

rity, may direct that a breach of it shall be punishable with a fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees and when the breach is a continuing one, 
with a further fine which may extend to five thousand rupees 
for every day after the date of first conviction during which the offender is 
proved to have persisted in the offence.

2̂ 21 - (i) Whoever removes, displaces or makes an alteration in or otherwise 
interferes with any pavement, gutter or other materials of public 
street)! or any fbhce, wall or post thereof, or a lamp post or bracket, 
direction post, stand post, hydrent or other such property of the Gram Pan- 
0b»y»t, th e  Panohayat Samiii and tlii Ziila Parishad without the tanctioa



from the respective Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zilla 
Parishad or other local authority shall be paniihable with fine whic& 
extend to oae thousand rupees.

Di^rict Piaaniag 222. (1) The Government shall constitute in eveiy District, a Planning 
Committee to consolidate the plans piepared by the Ziiia Parishaid, tl*e 
Panchayat Samitis, the Gram Panchayats, Notified area Authofitie^s and 
Municipal Authorities or any other local authorities in the District aind w  
prepare a draft developmeat plan for the i isMict as a whole.

(2) The District Planning Committee shall consist of—

(a) members of the House of People who represent the whoi« 
or a part of the District ;

(b) such number of members o f the State Legislative 
whose constituencies lie within the District ;

(c) Sabhadbipati of the Zilla Parishad ;

(d) Chairman of the Panchayat Samitii of the District ; '
(e) Chairmen of the Municipal Authorities and Notified area 

Authorities within the District;
(f) such number of representatives from other local authorities

may be prescribed j .
(g) Chief Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad ;
(.*) District Magistrate & Collector, and
(i) representatives of Banks as may be nominated by the ’^ l | | |  

Government.

(3) The Chief Executive Offieei of the Zilla Parishad shall be # ic  
Secretary of the Committee,

(4) The Committee shall be headed by a Minister of the 
Government of cabinet rank as may be nominated by the Chief Mihister,

(5) Every District Planning Committee shall in preparing the 
development plan—

(a) have regard to

(i) ths matters of common interest between the Zilla ParisluMi, 
the Panchayat Samitis, the Grain Panchayat,
Area authorities and Municipal anthoxities and other 
authorities in the District including spaciaJ ,ph 
sharing of water and othei physical and natural 
integrated development of. infrastructure
environmental conservation ; and



rer^ort.

w a i t  to majtemm tv^.

PcK^wief y of 
Pataocha at Saffli* 
tisis |o  mdte 
'‘̂ gegtilfstions.

ili> ihm im & d ^ype M 
^tiaiiaa! bi- Mherwise ; an^

(b) consult such institutions and oxsanisatioos asHhe Government 
may by ord^ specify.

(6) The Ghairitnan ^ery  District flahMfig Cdnihittee shall foliwird 
development plans as recommeiided coan^tee to the State
Gov«nment.

22S. ( i)  Aissoon asmay b  ̂lfie f tfiiflfM diy 
i i l  tlilii %  fixed tfii ̂ d # ^  th#

E x ec^ ti^ ^ cer  Ihilf pUtefe^b^^ ê iiifanchayat §aiBtitf" 4  report of 4h# 
administratioQ o f  the P^nchayat Samiti during the preceding finaiictal year, 
such form and with sucli detula a& the GoverQaic^t may directi arid shat| 
forward the report  ̂ ^ e  rcsolutj^ o f the Paaehf^at Siatniti thereon, to 
Zilla Parishad and to tfie Government.

{t) As iooii Its lie tie  Htst ̂ y  of A ^ l la Ivky year, &d4 M  
later tliah such dite M flaky bl liifeid ISy tlie State OoVetitmentj, t̂ jc Chilî  
Exectt^^%Ottcai^#^iilli PkrkM  s9î l ii i^ n  on fhe admifitî
tration of the Zilla Parish^ during the preceding fiiiancial .year, in such foim 
jpd whh such ^etaife a'y ffe Sqvedament ni4y direct, aW submit tbe % 
the ^illa l̂ arishaS. Affer appro’ml by the Zilla Parishad, the reporti^l 
mbmitted to Uie Government

m  t o ^  #
shall, to^ethef ̂ ntfik mefeot^^t^ Iby ihfc b^v^ffieit rî iBfcing the woHdi^ 
iHT the ̂  A fillkd, be Wid tl^ State

224. (1) A Gram Panchayat May« subjie t̂ thepiBVlnons o f this' Act 
the rules to d e  th^eiiinder lifith the firl^ioift saiietion of thê  pres

cribed authori% HKdce bye4atts to carl^ out the ptirpo^ df this Act in so  
far as this rlliite to its ̂ ow6rs a ^  duties.

(2) All bye-laws madie under this Section shall be subject to<he<»qj^ 
tion of jprevious publication, and stch publication ŝ hall be in such nfsoH^ 
as mŝ y be prescribed.

225. (I) A Panchayat $iitefti may subject to the provisions of this Acf 
and the rules made thereunder and with the previous Sanction of the Govern
ment, by notification published in the Official Gazette, make regulations to 
carry out the purposes of this Act in so far as these relate to its powers and duties

. (2) The regulations madeun#5r sub-secion (1) shall be subject to the 
condition of previous publleatlii^ Such jpublieation shall be in such 
manner as may be prescribed.



226,. -(I) A ZfUa Parishad may^subject to |he provisions of this Act and the 
«ake regulati(ffl8 rules made thereundsr, with previous sauctioa of the State Government, by 

notification, make regulations to carry out the purposes of this Act in so 
lar as these rejate to its powers and duties. -

(2) The regulations ma f̂e under siib%seition (1) shall be subject to the 
. conation of previotts publijC t̂ion and such Rubllcation shall be in such 

inannc^ as rnay t?e prescrijbed. ^

Power of Govern- 227. ( I )  The Oovernment may, subject to the provisions of this Act and the 
■ S i  r^lSons. made thereunder, after previous pubUcatipn of the draft for not less than 

one month, make model reguUtigns, detailed r^ulatipns ^fld bye-laws fo? 
praoirPanch^ya^ Fanchayat S^miti aqd ZiUa

(2) A tjram Panchayat/k Panchayiit'Saniiti or a may, by
resoliitiottj adbpt the raotdel l^^laws or regMationsj ^  ■"the case may be 
made u u ^  fiub-secticni (I) and such bye‘Ja^ orreguSatibli,: as the case may 
be, shall come Into fdtte within the jurisdiction of the ^ram Panchayat,

, Fa®c!»yat SamitiAnd th^Zitta F a r i^ d  from such d a t^ s  the G r a m l^ -  
cl«iy^, the Panchayat Samiti or the ZillaParishad, as the case may be, may 

; in a^n9ticepuj)l^hed in t^p i^^ribed ^ ^ n e |.

an  ̂ ord^ . 228. (1) The State Goveriwirat inay, by notification published in the Official 
Gazette, tnake rules for,carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under thfe Act shall'be laid afs soon as may be 
a ^ r  It ̂  made^ f^fore L«>g^la^e while;it session for a period
fo u r th , days wMch may be comprised in one or in two or more
successive sessions and before the exj?^ sessip which it is so
laid or sessions immediately following, the House agrees or makes any mod̂ Bi- 
catiqn in the ijUe or the H o»^ agrees tjfa  ̂the nUes should not be made» thf 
rule shall thereafter have the effect or be effective only in such modifi^ 
ifprm or be of no effect, as the case may.be, so however that any. sudh 
modification or annulment shall be wiUiout prejudice to the validity of any
thing previously done under that rule- 

Removalof . 229 (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to any provision of
difl^ties. this Act, the State Government may by an order, published in the Official

Gazette, as the occasion may require, do anything which appear lo it to be 
i necessary to remove the difficulty. ,

(2) Every order made under sub-section (1) shall be laid before 
the State Legisrature.

(3j No such order shall be made after expiry of two years 
from the commencement of this A a .



il^a! and 
savings*

230. (1) The Tripura Panchayats Act, 1983, and the Tripura Block Pan- 
efaayat Samities Act, 1978 are hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal of the said Acts anything done, 
aay action taken, order issued, notification published, proceeding started. 
Appeal preferred, legal effect produced, by or under the provisions o f the said 
Acts, shall be deemed to have been respectively done, taken, issued, publish»l, 
started, preferred or produced by or under the corresponding provisions of this 

Ac

SCHEDULE

Form o f oath or affirmation to be made by a member of a Gram Pan
shay at, a Panchayat Samiti or a ZUta Parishad.

(See Section 217).

I, A.B.C. - -having been declared a
member of Gram Panchayat/Panchayat Samiii/Zjlia Parishad do swear in the 
name of God solemnly affirm that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
Constitution of India as by law established, aird I will faithfully discharge the 
duties upon which I am about to enter.

R. M. MAJUMDER 
DEPUTY SECRETARY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF TRIPURA

NIEPA DC

D08654

i.l6RARy & DOCti:,; , ; „ , ; ,
PJ-H e ilducatiQcui
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