A Few Good Practices & Case
Studies Under EGS-AIE

In Int*
North Eastern States

Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan



A Few Good l'ractifes & Clase
Studies Undci FCS-AIE

i Hu’

Norih | astern Stiih’s

Series 1

Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

NUKPA Dt
mDII

DH375



Acc No

O\NmMmIiNlu)n

rINiptiri ~Hiirnah

S'l ( oiisiilU itil (J1flenuijlli'c sSfliotAhiifi ‘(
Jul. ( fL.Ns 1(Cillm ail Sujfpotl (jroiip

(‘N ifith 'East NL\X leiisioti ('i>Il )

N Y/ =/ /4

“Tiu hnu ill .Support

Khltoir ~lhis and “Hedanla ~kiyan
fui.di i v Cdijii ill Supp’t™i (ffi'iif’
Choilfi | tisl ‘1, \leilsuni Cell)
Savva Shikslia JJhhiyan

"Pililte d at [BftatpthU i "P titileis ‘P m L id B

*Ph.. 01 I-4~(m2J5 2;J6

)i 20U7



C(»iN\lonls

m  |Gv n<lls —Am iniiovalivett\ichiiig ItMiiiiiij* mal«*iial fxtr hX iS Iruiners ol

= (thoniii lorn/oh’ Mnin/ii HIinsn A Mniei 1al 1«n Isiuipjiig 11(niir .iih]

S( Imol fni I'CiS Ittamt'r; tn Xssaiii

Alew (JO))N KA It rs n( iS in Imiial ilisli icl of Assam

m S liool libiaiy (SHI )-An addiHon h» | ari®iiaj'e learning
enhaiK (inr'til I'rogramme of F( ,Si (iilies in Jojlial dislrjitof Assam

m |rainrts hank at iS Cpnfers

- IVacticvys m Natun Lnw BtiS Cvntn‘avbivasagai lOistiut of
Assam

m Some Innox alive I'raclict'S m the | etUrr

m Bxperiinenl for linhanceinenl of 1learning iNsanjo~i siksna «xenara
ICentei' nndei Alternative innox alive Induration (AIH) progran\meJ ol
loihat I3istricl of Assam

m A few Case studies under 1GS-Alli in Assam

m A Ft'w Case studies imdt'r inlerv*t'nlion o( | >eprivi‘d UibanChildren in
Assam

m Can edui ation be possible only wifli conimunity” support
~ ease study in a. ... area (riverine area) ot Darrang Oistric t of Assairi

m Can Bduration eradicale superstition
A (as8 Study )h"K([STiM KAl NAN ASHRAM AMAR t*ARi IASI IALI"
An H( ;S centre ol S(AN1 rPUK District of ASSAM

14

17

24

2=



Cf(»v«fjiiineiil ol India
Ministry ol I luin.in I"*S»liic« | ~evelo)mient
Dcpdrlniciil t “Icliool lulii( ali(»n | Herat y
rlinv 1)rlhi 110110l

1)aleil: 9t june, 2008

A.K. Krilb
Sec lelaiy, (SF™I)

| oreword

1hr Ni.irva Shiksh.i Ahliiyan (SSA) is the*ila”™,shi]’ piogramme ol (joveninienl
ot Intliri to adjieve the j'oal o) \5nivti.saUzalion oi Vlenit'Diavy lului atiun in
llar Inrrship wilfi Sl.ifpand | Imoii «riiifor ipsina liiiu‘I»*)nd inannei,

( hilfiiPiiof Ih(* rernotesi aivas, hac Fward <(Minriunilies afid llir)S<*wh ()arc in various
disadvanlrif'ed iin urnslantcs nred sonies]»e( ifir inlPi ventions to he brc~nght ujider
IlluMovpragp ol S('liooling Various llrxiblc‘.tralrgu?-, h.ivc hei’'n lollowcd a<ross llie

slaNfS toc.ilci to lheedut alioiitil nerds ol flies('(iiildn‘n

While providing educ tHion to llieRc disad vantaged gioulis <t (iiildren in sue h .ireas,
a number ol cliallenges, n.nnely, diflKully wvitli si liool l,inj',Urigt’, dearlli ol readifig
materials, Lk k ol (‘xposiitc, msnlti< irrit ai.ulemK support lor e<iucation.il
volunleeis, pr«<ts»*nl tliemselves

Mlor Is under Ih<'J?SA to .iddo’ss lhest™ pioblem-. .it various levels a« rtiss the north-
eastern State aie po'senletl in this dot ument ,is gootl pra« ti<es, lor wider
1lissemlllation and should pit>\ c ,i uh»-Ilul iloi itrneni

~Af oz
Shri A.K. Ualh
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Ihl<'r,j( lions witli tlie le.iciiers ilniing Iho \isit t» mrtil sclkjols }*(oinpt« d lu*
I>*ain tiiun l)isliui Itislihilc* k»r fulutdlion And [iiHNIYYNI M Ti, <viwio e OF
dislri( I lavdiitia I'1d1'ol M (’~halriy.s to find cjnsvv(‘js hi some (|nesti(»ns. It inspired
Hie team lo desij',n dii experiment with somelhiiij; i/uliiMlly {lillereni liom wlhit is
beiwy; w il schools. 1lhe situation CiMNletl ioi innovativt'
pn>gian\mes wlInch \\H>uld en<\ble the pi‘'oi thildti'u li' <onie lo school and tei'l a
pail of it hk(‘ then uiban coiintei[xirts ,uid also lo siniplity the tea(d\ii\g load for
It'at hers esp(vially if thi'y havt' to tope with 3 oi 4 vdtisses suipje handedh .

The key issues with the ICtini weieg;

I. lo attract all rhildriMi to come to school ami I») learn willm;IN ami happily
I» miroduce hnglish light Irom Class | s that th< rhildren will have
c(»nlidence even wlieii they nn*vt' out from llieir villages to stud\ in town” at
a later stage.

y I(» lighti*n the burden on i hildren who h.ive been loaded with exctssive
infoimation through the lieavy svllaluis imposed on tliem and wvtiich is also
one ol the iaiist's tor dropouts

1 To rnak(‘ learning a joyful expc'rienct™ with leal life sitiialions and e&cli\e
participalion of children

5. lo enable tlie teachers to efitxitivelv handIltM nnmN'r of i lasses singlt* handedly.

«« 10 enable eat li and every child to possess a text book in wvliii h relevant
subjects art™ intt'gialed

7. lo introduce an <icfivity-based text book whit h is skili-orienled tint! wtnch



whniild serve Hs ,i hasi» foi lill Hit ediu alinn

I'ne reasons .ilxive .iml Hie suppoit give'n hy vinui viwwsiui 44721/0//7/(SSA)
ol I(iS (Vnires sindving m classes | | |he lhioK eiilitled "|Joy Heils" lias Social
Studies. Malheni.Uics and Hnglisli inlegraled apart tioni a tew chapters on

So( lally lselul i’rodut tive VVoik <ind Int* loial langna’j;e

LCNGIH ! CfeNTIMCTRF (cm) AND Mt THP (m) Now, CAN YOU MEASUBg?
b fli
'E D
1 D»* MajWimm dfiN rolts
|
40N
/enx
temt
Jent*

On ol Ih(vActivily based h'ssojis ot joy IU*lJs

The itistiK | of lainlia Hills vAHii{ii lias 471) | (iS ( «nlres have been usiiig
Ihese boots, anti Iroiii a stndy (Coiulut <Mt ji wds lonnd Ihat the <hildiXMi have
IfC*ri(‘titetl a lot Iroin them, and Illiey have leally enjoyed Itie books aiul Iht*

at liviHes spelt out in tlieni. l.eajiiing lu'canu” iiiok' nieaiiiii)>liil to them Ilus year
70 Lv .S Centries have been iipgr«ided arid liiese i {jitdn'ii aie iiow nsmg Illu’
|>rescii['ed text books ol the Mt~ghalaya ti(nird < St bool Fdii( alic)n wilh e.ise aiul
loniidence ;,iiue a strong base iiad been laid loi llu'in and the skills rei|riired lor
lhe ditt«M(*nl siil))ei ts tiavc* also bH>n imbibed It ma\ ijlso t»e mentilLfiieii lliat soini’
N( Cislrom iht* | Mslri» t h.ivc retjue; Uml M i ()ei mission to nsi* these IBooks as they

liavc lonnd itu'rn tolxM-eiy nst*hii

lo ensuie lhat ihe obj«i li\i' oj Itimging on! I\e books is hilly n>et, ihe DIF |

tuid liain«‘tl till ihe j (,S \olunteei' beli)te ihe .utnal nnplementalion of ibe books.



1li»e tiiUiiing has enahk*d the v'ohmlifpis ileliver tlu* inaK'iials in an elltHiivt*

irianntT
enlilletl "An Intri)ihjcHon lo Plionus" lliis c.issrtle is nieiinl

|»ioniinnalion hofh lo the leacheis and sindenb- thniugh songs an<l rhyinrs

1)uring lhe (raining llu' voliinleets were also niade lo iislen In a rassciU*
lo te«\rli torivrl

! his

(‘assetle was luouglil oul by lhe | =11:1 aiul it is lunv lu'ing ilistrilMited tn*t'
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Objectives

L.anguage clisadviinlage in primary schools is a weJl known fai t though it
has not received adequate attention iji the country Cliildren who come to primary
schools with first Icmguagt' and tiave to learn in a medium which is different from
their first language definitely have to struggle right at the beginning of their
schooling.

St hool less hahit«itions are
generally remote and isolated,
anil dominated ty harkward
community. Their home
language, in most cases, is
different Irom school language.
'lhe Children ate generally first
generation learners. This

situation is more comrijon in the

arecjs where I'iducation

] . E(iS learners busy <Joing some activities of Bridge
(iUarantee Scheme (liGS) centers | anguage Material
are o)X‘iu*d, E’ven  though

sporadic efforts are being made from time to time to adilri*ss this issue in certain
selected pockets oi to adtiress children of one or two gioups of community these
are yet to make on large uscde and to address a situation having speakers of
difterent first language. Simm Shiksfm Ahliii/uti (SSA), Assam has to face such a
multi first linguistic situation in ECIS centers. Fhe centers liave to cater to children
of tea gardens, cliiir areas (reverine areas), ar(‘as dominated by different tribal
people. With Assamese, liengali, Bodo and C.aio as medium of instructioji in the
centers, Sikslia Mitrn (Education Volunteers), along with the children, have to lace
language disadvantage in their respective centers. Children speaking a different
home language have to learn in a mediinn which is altogether different from their

home Luiguage Each Siksha Mitrn has to make their learners lamiliar with tht*
school language before text book teaching starts. To make the situation easy, SSA,

Assam introduced one bridge language material "Gliorua Wmsnr foriyote Mmiya
Hinisn" that can be of lielp for all Siksha Mitros to deal with children of difterent first



languagt' spt‘akers. I'ne mattnial is liesigned hi make the i hildreii familiar with the
words, items used in tlie prescribed text books printed in tlie staiuiard language
tlu'ough their respective li)me laiiguagt®s. The activity bast®i materialistobe

followed intt*nsively in the initial months of each academic calemlar year for lhe
learners of Class 1 Only after the cliildren get confidence, at least with the
minimum words and concepts in school language, text book learning is starttd in

(enter.
The m.iterial has scope for turtiier development.®
Oiilcomt*

The use of this bridge W
language material has yielded
Impressive result. IMr instance O 9 i
learners of M/ss/\V/A dominated -
areas can read or write school l —_
language Assamese perfectly as
AHG °

per their respective level. Bui f 'Ii\*
formal sthool learner of the

sanie con\munity is lagging "Ghorurt Bhasnr fortyote Manya Bhasa" Activity baned
tar bt'hind in this. The same is Bridge language material
seen in th(* FCiS learners of tea garden and ex tea gardeii areas.
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Providing quality education at tlie primary level is a challenging task. Hie
situation become tougher wlien children belong lo disadvantaged groups of society
and medium of instruction becomes tlie second language for them. Such a situation
is more prevalent in HCiS centers which mostly cater to the educational needs ot
cluldren in remote ami most backward areas dominated by tribals, tea community,
linguistic minority etc. To address these twin issues SSA, Assam has tried out
many efforts in tht*ir EGS centers. After years of experience in quality prhnary
education in the state since the time of District Primary Eilucation Programme
(OPEP), the SSA, Assam has finally come to the conclusion that language learning
needs more focused attention. An incomplete language learning impedes I>etter
compreliension of other subjects too. (“ne of the efforts to address this issue
undertaken by SSA, Assam is lo introduce in all its EGS centers a compulsory first
period of activities like reading, spelling writing, sentence, paragraph writing
etc. as per learning level of each child. Such activities are not teased on mere

textbooks. For this Sikslin Milrnfi make collection of story books, news paper etc.
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nistiicl jiirhal of AsstUii has taken a ste]i fuither to make Iht' | anguage
learning Rnham enient Pmgrtmune of HGS rentres more effective and i hild friendly

This district has introiiut ed a "School Bag | ibrary" progranmie lor its H iS
centrTB in collabor-ilioti of with "l)fsoi Valley Lions C*il/*aleading organization of
that an*a

The programme was starteil on 5* Sept' 200S. It was imf*lemented in iJ
HCis cefU. rs nin under SSA, jorhat. Ihese School Bag Lil)r iries carry 20 sele( ted ik
profusely illustrated books magazines

Ihe mam objective of
this programme is to increase'
tht interest for I>ooks ainong
iht" wuder pviviU ged ch\LIN\en
who have not enrolled in
school or dropcut before
opening of FGS "ent(T.

Anotlier objective of
the progiamme is that Siksha
wiras Of these centers also
need some learning
materials to enrich their KV helping loarners in reading librar\! bcioks
teaching vapacity I*esides
textbooks and workbot)k. The materials must I>e also child friendly at the same
time. These literary books have met their need and have helped thetn to carry out

the Language Learning Enhancement Programme in E(iS centres with more ease.

After opening of these libraries with 20 books, Siksha Mitms of different liGS
center have collected more l)ooks anit magazines to enri( h their library. Now most
of the libraries have v3to 40books. Siksha Mitras maintain records of the School
liag library like any other formal library
Outcome



As per the initial feedback taken during the first part of 2006, tlie children
were found to be thrilled to read these books. Generally E(jS centers of Jorhat
District operating in Tea gardens and Missing tribal dominated area. The learners
of the centers have faced problem in language learning. With ihe introduction of
compulsory first period on reailing, writing spelling etc, as mentioned above and

now with this School Bag Library, improvement in language learning by the
children has become quite visible.
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Objectives

Of\e of the major reasons of the school
drop out is poverty. F.inulies with poor
erorioniic hack ground can't proviiie lai iJities
hi their =hiUlrt n to continui* education hXiS
learners after completing ‘lass fV also face
this problem, leaihing Learning IVlatcnaf
n iJVI) and other learning materials provided
hy the SSA are not adeijuate for fht learners.
Also childn'n neeif unilorni, school hags,
et( which are parls of belongings for learners
of regular schools generally

lo address this issue, district jorhaf of
Afsam start<’d "l earners’ Bank"” at the
(iobintfapur fIGS Center in 2004. 'I'ht
experiment became popular in the area. Later
the liistrict extended this practice in all Fiji:-
centers of the district | oarner's passbook of Learners' Bank
1lhe F,GSi'entres maintain Passbook in
the name of individual learner and one Deposit Register to keep a rei ord of the
amount deposited by each child and also to make tht* entire process a transparent
(me. The children or their parents deposit money weakly /daily .. periodically in
the bank Siki“thn Mitm deposits the amount in the local bank wiien there is an
act ount in the nan\e ot inilividual EC'S Center

()iitconie

Amount tieposited in the name ol the centers dire( tly contributes to meet
learners’ needs particularly w'hen they join regular Upper primary school. This has
helped relention of FGS learners in upper primary schools as well.

Also FGS learners always find diffii iilties to [participate in tlifferent
children's programme organized at block or district level. Flidden cost of
[>artiiipalion in such programmes (Maxmumris20/) is not affordable'for their
parents, hut now with their bank ileposit which is just of Rs 2/(;r5/weekly or as
per their convenient interval, they can afford this cost. More and more learners of



EGS centers are seen participating in sijch chilciren's programmes along with
children of regular formal schools, fheir performance in such programmes are also
encouraging.

ickic'krkMic'kir'kieic
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Till the moiitli of October, 21)(4,
tliere was not a singU* § hool tor diiklren
ol Nafnti Lull' (a labour line) of Rimalapur
Tea Estate in Sivasagar ilistrict ol Assam.
The ganieii is located in the horcier of
Aiunachal Prailesh. The jesidents of tlie
garden btlo» lo tea tribes and they
work in the garden. Although the
management have provideci them with
quarteis, but no scliool has been set up
tof their I hildren. In such a situation the te.i labours couKi no! think of education of
their childn*n

Ifow('V(r, in tlie month of O tober 2004, one ECiS center was s(‘tup in tht'
Nalun Line of Bimalapur Tea Estate under Sarbu Sikslia Ahhijait.

Time moves on. The Natun line FXiS center is also leapmg ahead with a clear
vision of facilitating gooil education tt) Int> local Children. Ihe academic packages
introduced by the SSA, Assam was dulv followeii by the Siksha Mitra which help
the learners in acquiruig the competem ies in the desired manner.

I he materials namely hlathi 4 and Nathi 6 given to the Stksha Mitra during
the training period helped them running the center effectively. The Nathi 4 is a
guide' for the Siksha Mitra to keep record of learners right from their admission to
academic progress Nathi 6 directs the Siksha Mitra regarding classroom transaction
with all the details of desirt'd elements of

Teaching techniques

Activity based teaching

Proper use of ILMs

(iroup activities

Peer group learning

Self learning

Proper sitting arrangement in mulU grade and multi level situation
(Continuous & comprehensive evaluation

Community participation in teaching leai tiing process etc.



The enrolinent in the centre in the year 2005 was 62 whidi wan increased to
86 and 114 in llie year 2006 and 2007 respet tively.

Academic Progress

In the initial stage, the academic progress ol the learners was slow but
gradually children started showing better performance. l|he training inputs &
introiluction of Academic Calendar \Aamar Varhashalir Samaifik Whittic Shaikhih

AJTHD.

Karyyasuchi] helped the Siksha Mitni to make academic transaction in an effective
manner which resulted in slutients' visible impiovement in attainmt'nt of
competencies over the ycars. |he Academic Crhalendar is a complete pla/ining of
academic activities to be undertaken for one academic year. "The Acndemic
Culetniar itself is a teachers' guide book. An mitrained teacher also can transact
the coarse effectively with the help of Academic Calendar”, says Shri. P.
Arandhara, Siksha Mitra. Analysis of reports of evahiations, undertaken thrice in

a year, during ihe 200" anti 2006 shows subsecjuent im[)rovement of learners in

attainment of competencies in Language, Mathematics and Environmental Scienc e

Morning Assembly

Compulsory "Morning Assembly" -4
introduced in I"GS centre is indeed an
.additional boon for the learners of the
E(iS lentre. Prayer, reading of daily
news, quiz, extempore speech, e(\ are
|>art of the morning assembly. Now the
learnersof Nntun Ime F.CIS center can

recitt», sing, ami dance Ireely. Mosl of V N i

EOS leamt'is’ during Morning Assemlily



th*" learners can also deliver speerh flueiitly.
Riirt}"sttra

As pt*r weekly time table for ¥\ iS centre, the Natun l.ine FX|S center has bt*en
organizing rtgularly the Rimsara, a (hildren's plaltorni for displaying their innate-
talents, cnve in every fortnight. As a result, an excellent Bihu group has bt'en
tormed hy th» stndents of Natun line ECS centre 1he group hafi performed Hti
Dance in different places of the district.

%<nil- IniidAcitlv( tl« In Ili« 4(Ciilio

Kariking system

Airneii at la«ilitaling saving cone ej)t md promoting savings habit as well, the
rXiS (ent«'r has started a fiank namel/ 'Aiiniin Bank' involving all th< Itarners | fiere
IS no any rigidity in depositing money Children may deposit an ain(»unt a* per
Ilheir capacity and atcordinglv that is recorded in their passbook given separately
in tht' naine of each learner. It nt'eds mentiiwi that childreri may witl\draw their
ravings <ilso, it th('y like, QOiildren are cncouriged to utilize their savmgs
preferably in education relateil ex]>enditun\

Annual Convention

At the end of academic session the Annual C”onvention is organized in the
lenter, where the best performers, best students are being facilitated. This

encouragt's learnc'rs to perform cultural and other co curricular activities.

Wall Magazine

The Wall Maga/ine namely "Akanir Cham” is preparc‘d with the articles
coilectc'd by the Siksha hAitra, learners, community pc?ople. It is emphasi/.ed that all
the waitings arc’ knowledge based. The basic objectives of it is to encouragc' the
learnc™s to creative writing, collecting papei cuts, making collages, tlrawing,
developing wall magazine, etc.

That a sc:hool can jc?ally bring changers in the lift in a tea garden is proved by
Natun IJne OGS cc'ntre Now the lea labours come in every morning to drop then



children in the center with school bags and water bottles. Monitoring of the
children in completing the home tasks and reviewing the progress of their children
has become a regular [practice of tli e parents of the children. lhe centre's
performance has also attracted many cliildren of nearby private schools to sliift to
tliis EG S center.

*Ahkkhkkhkkikkkikkhkkikkkix



»bjrcfivi S
Indi r IB inle» vc'ntioii, 7 vpsaii- ha;" sel up | ikdm hendt’t in
tirr is VFlu-ir hild 'ei (itho’ in p nit r Hi*y no Or gvt in g[ it( oi ha /ii-g

ill Iht'ii tdhv reacli 6u h ihilJt Mi n h. ht molivatcii to ((siiliiiut Ih<ir
t Incation and at tht name tiinr they in to I»e prOovfdt*d (‘duration that tfu‘'y fia e
i liss«*d as prr |h %i age ii; tl pip hminr- ro Ih, tth» y r- n br n-ade fit to g(‘t ei rolU'd
in a®.” spptifii t s in Alai r 'hool. Iht-ne children, geTieraily over aged,
inher'lU with talt %lh t*giial to lhosf wlio
an in ;chool but lack the niotivaiion of

lea Nnmg ntd /ery S]»e(ific .-ttfntion

Irdiial y t th ni reMular in
itt-n lii g tht hendni is a big (hallt-nge
Nitially | addte”s this i™it lorbat
‘istiict )f Assam  started different
activities like making (*f wall irr gazim by
I'a ners, gardening, and rompetitioi* cn
dilterent arVas like Story lolling. Quiz,
| xteinpore S}et’cb. ?It. Saturday i kept
tor taking up these ai tivitiesin » » a.n-
()iitcome Wall magazine of one Sanjogi Siksha Kendra
Attendante in many ’Unjot Sih*ha
kendtas have iris 5 arseil tremendously Till
th( Month of Nov 06 atti ndance in ALE
renters of Salnlhari, Mimdaline, Bnlijanhosti
i hanyrnai bosti and I'oja bosii was less than
BO. |-ut now attendance in these Kendras
lias g:)ne up to 70 to 75. | tarners eagerly
wait for Saturday. Attendance on tliis day
i liigh( r than any other day of the week,

1he develop>menl of language skill of Wall magazine of one Sanjogi SikHtin KenHra



learners of these centers is impressive. I'heir hand writing, spelling are far better
than learners of regular formal schools of their areas. They are found to be ijnite

rich with word stock, general knowledge, elc.

Learners develop competitive mind bt*cause only Ihe best performer in
diffi'renl activities gets prize. Also all are inspir(*d to participate in these activities.
I*arenls are now of the view that learning level of learners of these Kendras are far
better and they are now more willing to admit tht"ir children in theses Kendras

rather than in regular formal Stlu)ols.

E R S e S S b S
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Story <if Omar

[ )niai (, 1 rhilcl who lost luh lather <t a yoaiig age of 8 m this <hai ai a
Wi cls hardly i in express the horrors of lite that this voung boy faced. Otnar who
was alteiuling .i tlrstain p school slopp(‘d going to school I*ecau:;c he had to finil
way :to leed | i—-wido\v inotlu'r and himself. |1t started a sinall Pan Sho[” and kept

hiniselt bus) in that: Can the sh(>p only bt*a s*Intion for ()niar?

IHstrict Primary hducation Programme (DPI*P) the primary eihication
projt rt of h\dia, camt' as an actual path limler for Omar An Alternative Schooling
centre called Aniat Nirfiasali was ?¢t up in Pub Bandia Char Area, the t\ea where
Omar livt’d uniler DPIiP But Omar couldn tthinl< ot attt'nding school then ar he
had a bigger responsibility ol rimning his Pan Tihop WWhei» the children ol his age
started going to Amar Parahsali the days of his schooling began to disturb Omar.
1he day he was a}iproached I*y Siksha Mitra Saiful to tonvince him to get enrolled
in AP he could not respond Bui the next «iay Omar vildted the centre and he
bet anie a regular student of Pub Handia Amar Parhaali. Perh.ips his hidden dream
of getting educated made him make a division of his time into two mi that he could
attend school ancl run his shop as wt 11 ()mar s life gradually changed | le was not
just regularly attending the centre; his hiddt*n talents also gradually becamt visible,
‘ilowly he ;itartetl giving more and more time in different activities of the AS
centre. He devoted time in studying at home valso. Gradually he gave the entire
responsibility of runniiig his shoj) to his mother and ht* just extended fielp to his
mother as and wl>en re<juired He started takmgpartin< entretictivities like



singing, drawing, particif>ating in exhibition in centre's annual day and many
more. Omar became an active student of the centre.
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(@) Giiwahali

Iarida Bt*guni. Hgoti 12 years woi king in a liousehoUl in Hijuhari, Hatigaori
area of (“uwahali and earns Rs M)0/ per nitinlh One day, one Siksim Karmi
(iMincation Volinitt*er), Mafid«i I*egurn niei her while the child was corning tor
work. The Sikslui Kamii enrolled her name in the ji/oti Kendrn set up for education ol
children like her, deprived urban cliiidren Now Farida is attending the Centre
regulaily a( 230 pm after finishing her work at the housetiold She a( hieved the
Clas” | comfietencies successtuily and secured highest marks it\ the montliiy
evaluations She enjoys learning in the centre and wishes to continue it

1{ena begum, aged 8 years. Her family members migrateti to Guwahati from
1 remote village of Boko of Kanirup district. She lives with her mother in Hatigaon
area of Guwahati who is working as a daily wage labourer. Farida works in a fish
Market in the morning and earns Rs, 5-10 a day. Siksha Karmi Md. Rejaul Karim
enrolleil her in Hijubari Jyoti Kendra She is attending tht‘ centre regularly anii now
a child of Class Ill level and her achievemt'nt is very satisfac tory The Sik“ha Karmi
has planned to mainstream her in class IV in ncharby formal School in 200H. Hena's
aim is to be a Nurse in future



n

Mi)tilur Rahman, aged 8 years. He is
reading in Uhirenpimi Villa li/oti Kendra,
Guwaliaii. He lives with his family in
Dliirenpara area. His latlier, mother am!
four elder brothers work as daily wage
labourers and all are illilerate. One day, his
mother Nurzahan Hagum met on<* Siksha
Kannh Rupanjali Kalita ami she enrolled
Motibur's name in the Jyoti Kendra, August’ Matibur Rahman performing song to an
2006. Now Motibur is attending tht‘ centre audience
regularly and his achievement in class lis
satisfactory. In the tree time he reads KAIDA and practices singnig by hearing
music systt'm. He c'njoys learning in t\e centre ami ]Jiertorn™eil very well in the
District level and State level Children cronference. Motibur's aim is to be a singer in
future. The Siksha Karrtti has planned to mainstream him in class 111 in nearby
formal school in 2008.

(b) Silchar, Cachar District

Anjali Dev, aged 10years is a student of Class V of i‘arini Mohan Das Laskar
Academy, a formal Middle English (ME) School of Silchar tow™. Earlier she was a
child of lyoti Kendra No. 10 in Silchar town. She worked as a part time worker in
three households and her monthly income was Rs. 1000/- per month. She regularly
attended the Jyoti Kendra and completed the Lower Primary section successfully.
The concerned Siksha Karrrii has enrolled her in the formal School in January, 2007
and regularly monitor her.
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Biindiii is n vast - ..., area in Kalaigaon blork ol nataiig disliicl in Ansam
8?% people itf Ihis -liar area were illitt‘'rate in the year IWH-99. The main livelihornl
ol the majority of people is agricnlinre liilu ation was a remote dream lor the
rhildrtMT ol these people abotit a
decade ago. Melj-ing latl«er3 in ]
field Iy hoys and motlv'rs in
household work hy the “»irls
win |h( noimal routing woik
for majority ol wsiildn n A
neghgihlf number of childrtn
jnanagetf to ittend school
available only al tar distatue.
Peo]ile liveii with age old soci il

evtlK iik;* c\a\\ wavvi.vge, elc.

Hconon\ii  ba. kw ~rdness Inrtht'r Chilli's skt'tch ot
mipi led the life of the peijple it
Bandia Char.

nistrict J'rimary Education I'rogramim (DI'tt") came as a boon for the
Ihildren tf this Char An Alternative Sch(»oling (AS) centre called Amar Varha di was
set up in Pub Bandia Char, a char villagt within large Bandia Char Gaot= Pauchayat
under DPEP tor providing educafi(?n to the hitherto out of school chikiren of the
I'har,
Almost eveiy year flood creates havot to the entire* Bandia Char area and for this,
the I'ub Bandia AS lentre also suffers Many a times the entire Pub Bandia Char
gets completely washed away by flood But the Inliabitants ot Bandia and Siksha
Mitra of the Alternative schooling center Mil. Saiful did not let their childrtnVs
dream to be washed awav. Every time their area was waslied away, they shifted to
safer areas where they made lornfiletely new' settlemeni and set up the I1™ub
Bandia AS centre thus enabling the (hildren continue their etluc ation.

The news of completion of DPEP's term in 2003 was a bolt from the blue
again for the Bandia Char people, liecause without DPEP s help Bandia AS centre
could not survive. Ihere was no decision from slate government to set up any



primary school in the state. To have a government school in Char area was nothing
but a mere dream for the Char people. But this time Sarha Shiksha Abhiyan came as a
respite to the Bandia people. They came to know that under SSA, EGS centre
would be set up in all school less habitations. The people of Pub Bandia tried their
best to keep their centre alive till officially the area was selected for EGS centre.
After the official processes completed the same Pub Bandia AS center continued to
run, now as EGS centre with the same nomenclature.

Over the years the enrolment increased in the center. Starting with a modest
number of eighty seven children, the enrolment of Pub Bandia Amar Parhasali has
got four hundred twenty four enrolment in 2007. Moreover a number of batches of
children have completed lower primary education from the center. This became
both a matter of joy and concern at the same time for the people of Bandia. It was
natural for them to have joy when their children have become primary graduates.
But to pursue education by these children further there was no upper primary
schooling facility within a reasonable distance from Bandia Char. The Siksha Mitra
Md. Saiful Islam and the Bandia Char community decided to upgrade the existing
primary EGS center (Pub Bandia Amar Parhasali) into upper primary even though
officially they did not have sanction for that. Till now the Pub Bandia Amar
Parhasali is running with both lower primary section, supported by SSA, and upper

primary section with the community support.

The present enrolment status of the center

Class Enrolment
I 90

I 45

Il 46

v 38

V-A 60

V-B 56

VI 64

Vi 25

Total 424

Till now the center is run by rune Sikha Mitras, seven of whom are engaged
by community who have been providing honorary service to the center. Number
of students from this Pub Bandia Amar Parhasali have completed upper primary
education and presently studying in different high schools of the district. Started



initially in [999 under DPEI’ with the spreaii i)f ediuation Pub Bandia Amur
ParhasalU has indeed brouglit a trernendi)us change in this large char area i)f the
district.
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kusfha kalyan Ashmfn”
was established in 1955 at
IMliipaklmm vill.ige ii.-vtring a
lar*e tract of land und(*r Dnkliiii
h.alnbari (iaon Panchayit in
eonitpiir district ot Assam with
a view lo providt care ami
tretitmenl to thirty two le|»rosy
aft(K'ted tarnilies ot  Ad/ss/ny
tribe At [present there are only
toiirt('en such families. They
were victims dJiieghgence, hatred and snpi'rstition ot thi* common people. ti(‘cause
of tlu' siipt'rstilion about leprosy, these families wt're tot.ilh' isolated liom the
ne.irby villages. Fhe/ were not allowed to visit tht'm. ( liildren were not allowed to
mix up with their cliildren and enroll in the village schools Thus tliese innocent
(hildren of those fourteen fcimilies remaineii deprived of schooling for long

hi the year 200V, undt'r Distriit Primary Education 1lrogranmie (T)Pfil"),
Alternative Schools were set
up In Sonitpur district to
provide }lem«—nlary
I'iducation to the children
under the age group of (>14
yrs At that time with the
help of one youtli Sri Dilip
Kum.ir Baruah of the nearby
village, one Amur Pnrimslinli
named "Kustlia Kalyan Learners of Kustha Kalyan Ashram Amar Varhasali wvitti
Ashram Amar VarhashaW' was some of Hie coiiimunify ineinbers
e up enrolling 26 children
of the Xsliram In tin* year tlie sanu centra* was given the stains of  JS nnd»*T
Marba Siksha Ahhijan, Assam



I he prt'St nt enr slineiii ol this KiiS centre

Classh V 10
Class 11/ 16
Class 111 10
Class IV 6

rOtal 42

The guanlians of the hiidrtn of this leisler, who were oiict Leprosy
patients but n(»w they are totally cured and also their (hildren art totally fit and ot
good health. So fir is educ ation and other arti /itie }are a neerniHI, they are no way
hi hind the childreri >f nearby villages.

In the year 2()(', thn*e students of this Anuir Piirluisimli suaesf fully
coniplet("d lower primary (*dui ation. Bui they again liecaine viiiims (»f Muperstitiorr
I hey were nxjt allowt-d to g« t erirolh d in Class-V ot tlie Upp»er Pritiiary School ol
tlie nearby villages only bet ause they were children of the people once affected by
leprosy. The "Niksha SAitra of th< said Amar Pnrfia;Jiali did hie level best to convincc
tlie gov<”rning bc-dy of thr Dilafmkhuni Uf?f>ar Primary S hrtol to allow thone three

students to bt* admitted in their st hool, but all his etft™rt; were in vein

Hovse\ei, finally thr* Smba Sik”hn Ahhiian, with the help c¥ civil
administration was successful to enmll those three stutfents in IHlapakhara Upper
Primary School. Thin year another three students completing lower primary
educati('n tnmi the centre havt' got enndled in the same upper primary sctu'ol

It is to be noteil that from the ver> beginning, these six childn*n who had
passed out from Kufitha Kalyan Ashram Amar Piirhashali are showing; good academic
performance in the Upper Primary NCY0OIs.

Occasional meetings,
seminars, functions are
arranged with the help of
otfidals of Publit Mealth,

Dt)ctors, Administrative
Departments, and NCiOs in
Kiislitlia Kali/an Ashram Amar
Parhashali to eradicate the

supc/rstition and fear about tlie

| .earners of Kusthu Kulynn Ashram Amur ParhasuH inside

disease among the common
the classroom



people and children . Now, it is a matter of great rejoice tliat the people of the
nearby villages has no more objection of enrolling the children of the Kustha Kalyan
Ashram in Upper Primary schools of their villages .The head master of the nearby
Upper Primary school also now admits that the quality of the students of the
Kustha Kalyan Ashram Amar Parhashali are in no case inferior to that of the students
of any other formal schools and in certain cases they are superior too.
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