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iMalappuram at a Glance

Linking ?acca Road 

Distance from R.Station 

Bus Service

17, State Highway 

20 KM to Civil Station 

KSRTC \ Private

Populaticn

Male

1505360

Pemale

1587330

Tc3tal

3093190

Sc

255731

Literacy

Male

1123794

ST

10555

Female

1103490

‘L’otal

22,22,721

No. of Anganwadi 1319

Educational Set up :

L .P .S . U .P .S .

827 334

No. of Teachers for Primary School

Male

8140

B’emale

10128

Roll Strength of Pupils

Boys

Girls

Total

Primary

182079

170410

352489

Upper Primary

133588

127203

260791

H .S .

159

Total

18268

High School 

92883 

91320 

184203

Nr. of never enrolled children 7815



PART - I

Women of K e r a la  ;

Women of K e r a l a /  in the h i s t o r i c  past /  enjoyed 

to a l a r g e  extent  freedom to le ad  an i ndependent  l i f e .  

During the Chera and Sangham p e r i o d /  we come across 

a g ala xy  of women/ r e ma rka bl e  for  t he ir  s c h ol ar s hi p  

and c u l t u r e *  ' C h a n d r o s t a v a m * / a p oe ti c  composition 

of 12th c e n t u r y ; r e f e r s  to women a r t i s t e s  l i k e  Mathu/  

remarkable  for: her m us ic al  t a l e n t  and d e x t e r i t y  in

play in g  v e e n a .  It is  read  that t he re  were 15 women 

poets in the Durbar of sangham k i n g s .  A vai yyar  was 

a famous p oe te s s  or t h i s  period- The women of that 

period  used to accompany t h e i r  husbands  to the b at t le  

f i e l d s  for  encouraging  and i n s p i r i n g  thei r  husbands.  

T he r e  was no purdha system p r e v a i l e d .  They composed 

and chanted  ve di c  hymms at the time or holy s a c r i f i c e .  

Polygamy was not t h e r e .  In s e l e c t i n g  th e ir  marriage 

p a r t n e r s /  women had equal  r i g h t s .  Br ide  grooms used 

to g i v e  money to the  p ar e n ts  of the b rod e .  Widow 

m a rr ia ge  w ere  al lowed  in the s o c i e t y .  Women were 

engaged in  w eavi ng /  s t i t c h i n g /  a g r i c u l t u r e  e tc .  But 

during the  pe riod  or A r y a n i s a t i o n /  the p o s i t i o n  of

women in the s o c i e t y  began to d e t e r i o r a t e

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  During t h e  9th c entury /  t he re  e xi sted  

the D e v a da s i  system.  B e a u t i f u l  women dancers  were  used 

to perform dances  in th e  temples in order to p l ea se  

the G o d s . B u t , d u r in g  the  15th  century / the  status  

of the se  Devadasi  es came down and were tr ea t ed  as

p r o s t i t u t e s .  It was in 1 9 3 0  the r u l er  of T ravancor e/  

Rani Se thulak sh mi  bai  i a b o l i s h e d  the system.  The

s ta tus of women i s  i n t e r l i n k e d  with c as te  and

r e l i q i  o n .



According  to Manu/  for women there cannot oe

any freedom at any s t a g e  or l i f e .  T h i s  dictim had its 

impact in the s o c i a l  l i f e  or women in Kerala too.  It 

made women/ e n t i r e l y  dependent  on man and s ub je ct ed  

her to the a u t h o r i t y  of fa t he r /  husband and son in 

d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s  of her l i f e  as w i f e i  daughter  and 

mother.  Two systems p r e v a i l e d  in Kerala  v.ere 

'MarumakJcathayam' and ' Makkat hay am ' . In the strata 

of s oc iet y  who f o l l o we d  ’ Marumakkathayam* f women 

dominated w h i l e  in ' N a k k a t h a y a m ' /  men dominated.  

Brahmin l a d i e s  w er e  c a l l e d  ' A n t h a r j a n a m s ' /  which 

means# those who l i v e d  i n d o o r s .  They had to cover 

thei r  faces  wi th  a 'M a r a k k u d a S  an umbrella /  made out 

of palm l e a v e s .  Widow marriages  were  not allowed by 

the s o c i e t y /  d u r r i n g  the 1 6 t h /  !7th and 18th

c e n t u r i e s .  We come a cr os s  60 yeaic: old roen roarrving

16 y ear  old  g i r l s .  N a t u r a l l y /  t h e  chances of women 

becoming widows in t h e i r  early ag e /  were common. In

1 85 9 ,  Nadar women f ought  for the pe r mi s si on  to cover 

th e ir  upper p a rt  of the  body.  T h i s  revolt  was known 

as ' channar r e v o l t ' .  T i l l  that t i me  only Namboodiri  

women covered t h e i r  b od y.  S o ci a l  reformers  l i f e  Sree 

Narayana Guru/  D r .  P a l p u /  S h r i . G . V . K u n h i  Raman# and

S h r i . Kumaranasan c o n t r i b u t e d  many reforms in the 

s o c ia l  l i f e .  I t  was S r i .  Narayana  Guru who preached

"One C as t e /  One R e l i g i o n /  One God for man" .  He 

c onsecrated  s h r i n e s  of wor s hi p  for  Ezhavas  and

Scheduled  c a s t e s .  He r a i s e d  h i s  v o i c e  ag ai ns t  

T h a l i k e t t u k a l y a n a m  among c h i l d r e n .  In 1 9 3 4 /  the f i r s t  

widow mar r ia g e  took p l a c e  in K e r a l a *  Nair  women were

not al lo we d  to come out of t h e i r  houses/  a f t e r  the

evening b o u r s e .  If they happened to see  a man of the 

lower s t r a t a  of the s o c i e t y /  that  woman was d ecl a re d



as out-cast irom the s o c i e t v .  In 1696/  the ruler  ot 

Venad/  Kottayam/ Keralavarma/  gave  freedom for women 

to travel  at any time of the d a y .  Shri  Sankara/  the 

p h i l o s o p h e r  of A d v a i t t a  who l i v e d  during  the  period  

788  to 8 20  A . D .  r e v i s e d  Hinduism by combining the best 

of Hinduism and Budhism.

EDUCATION :

U ISTORICA L  PERSPECTIVE AND PRESENT SITU ATION  :

Hi story  of Kerala*  re ve al s  the e x i s t a n c e  of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  ' K u d i p a l l i k u d a m ’ / 

' P a d a s s a l a ' /  and ' K a l a r i ' .  In ' P a d a s s a l a ' ,  s pe ci al  

courses of stud ie s  in the higher  branches of l earning  

3!ich as p hi losophy /  g rammer T he ol og y /  law e t c .  were 

ta ug ht .  Hundreds of young men were  g iv en  f r e e  food/  

c l o t h i a q  and t ut io n  in these  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  These

i n s t i t u t i o n s  were a t t a c h e d  to temples s i n g i n g  of 

d e v o t i o n a l  songs in temples  by groups  of d evotes  was 

a s ource  ot adult  e d u c a t i o n .  V edic  r e c i t a l s  and 

p r o f i c i e n c y  tests in r e l i g i o u s  s c r i p t u r e s  were

conducted in temples in order  to g i v e  a deep study 

of Hindu r e l i g i o n .

It  was the C h r i s t i a n  M i s s i o n a r i e s  who s ta r te d  

school s  in various  p a r t s  of the s t a t e .  In 1 8 1 7 ,  Rani 

P a r v a t h i b h a i  of T r a v a n c o r e  d e c l a r e d  e d uc at i on  as a

programme undertaken by the g overnment .  In 1817 ,

C ol on e l  Mundro came for wa rd  with  the i d e a  of fr ee  

e d uc at i on  to children  in  the age group 5-10.  In 1820# 

Mrs.^-lorten started G i r l s '  schools  in Kottayam and 

A l a p p u z h a . In Trivandrum the f i r s t  g i r l s '  school  was 

s t a r t e d  in i o 5 9 .  In 1 8 8 8 /  i t  was up gr aded  as High



School anc was undertaKen by che Gov e m i n e n t . A f t e r  

iO yearsi  it  was converted as the f i r s t  woman’ s 

c olle ge  of T r a v a n c o r e .  In Cochin area /  t he re  were 33

schools  in 1 8 8 0 .  By the  Act of 1 8 8 8 /  P r i v a t e  schools  

were also  p r ov i d e d  Gr an ts  by the Government .

In 1 8 1 9 /  Department of e duc ati on  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

in C o c h i n . An e du c at i on  off  i cer was a pp oin te d  in 1 9 0 8 .  

in 1921/  an Act was passed  by the Cochin Government, 

to q i ve  tree  e duc ati on  for q i r l s »  A. survey conducted 

in 1911 r e v e al s  that there  were women L i t e r a t e s  at 

the rate  of 45 per thous an d.  In H a l ab ar  Area/  which 

was under the  control  of B r i t i s h /  was very backward 

in the f i e l d  of e duc at i on *  Compulsory e duc ati on  was

encouraged by the Act of 1 92 2 .  In 1949/  a common 

system of e d uc at i on  was approved by the r u l e r s  of

T ravancor e/  Cochin  and M a l ab ar .  In 1 95 3 /  Hi nd i  was 

taught as t h i r d  l a n g u a g e .  Free educ ati on  Act was

passed in 1 9 5 4 .

In 1 9 5 6 /  K e r a l a  S t a t e  was formed by u n i t i n g  

Travancore/  Cochin  and M a l a b a r .  In 1 9 5 7 /  when 

D r . J o s e p h  Mundassery  was the E duc at io n  M i n i s t e r  an 

Act passed  to meet the  sal ary  e x p e n d i t u r e  of a l l  

t eachers  by the S t a t e  Government .  Free  e d uc at i on  

became the r ig h t  of each i n d i v i d u a l  by the Act of 

1 9 6 9 .  Great  a t t e n t i o n  was g iv en  to the e xp ans io n  of 

education system in K e r a l a /  a f t e r  1 9 6 9 .



Malappuram :

ilaiappuram D i s t r i c t  was tormed on 16th  June/  

1969  by merging the c ont ig ious  under-developed  regions  

ot the e arth  w h i l e  P al gh at  and Kozhi kode  D i s t r i c t s .  

T h i s  d i s t r i c t  s t r e t c h e s  from the A rabian  Sea  shore/  

to the high  h i l l s  in the Western G h a t s .  T h i s  D i s t r i c t  

is  bounded by Kozhikode  D i s t r i c t  on the North/  Arabian  

Sea on the West/  T r i c h u r  on South and Palghat  on East .  

The D i s t r i c t  got the name crom i t ' s  hea<i q ua rt er s  

Malapputam l i t e r a l l y  means a teraced p l a c e  over the 

f iills .  With  i t ' s  s c e n i c  coastal  l i n e  in the west and 

the h i l l y  t r i ba l  b el t  in the east /  Malappuram i s  a 

typical  backward d i s t r i c t  in K e r a l a .  It  has a total  

area ot: 3 5 50 Sq.Kms.  It  comprises 9 . 1 4 %  of the St at es

ar ea .  T h e re  are i 07 Panchayaths and 5 M u n c i p a l i t i e s  

in the D i s t i  r c t ,

Dem ographic Features  :

The t o t a l  p o pu la t io n  of t h i s  D i s t r i c t  i s  3 0 9 6 3 3 0  

(Census 1 9 9 1 ) /  that i s  11% of the S t a t e ' s  P o p u l a t i o n .  

The sex r a t i o  is 1054  females to 1 0 0 0  m al es .  Muslims 

form 60% of the t o ta l  p op ul a ti o n  8 . 3 %  of the 

p o p ul a ti o n  i s  scheduled  castes and 0 . 3 4 %  s c he du l ed  

t r i b e s .  M a j o r i t y  of the p op ul at i on  l i v e  in r ur al  areas  

1 9 0 . 9 % ) .  The  urban p o pu la t io n  is  only 9 . 1 %  ot the 

t o t a l .  Most of the p e o p l e  are  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r er s  

except in costal  ar ea s /  where f i s h i n g  i s  the  main 

o c c u p a t i o n .  The  per c a p i t a  income of the d i s t r i c t  the 

lowest in K e r a l a .  A survey conducted by the I n t e g r a t e d  

Hural development Programme ( IRDP)  d uring  A p r i l  to 

September 1 9 9 2  reveals  that 1 7 8 6 8 7 4  f a m i l i e s  in Kerala  

l i v e  below poverty l i n e  out of which/  1 7 0 9 2 6  f a m i l i e s



celong to Maiappuram D i s t r i c t .  Maiappuram is ~he only 

D i s t r i c t  in K eral a included  in the l i s t  of 90 D i s t r i c t s  

in I n d i a ,  w hi ch  have high crude b i r t h  r at e  i n f a n t  

m o rt al i ty  rate  and low mean age of m a rr i a g e .

1 3 . 5 %  of the p op ul a ti o n  b elongs  to the age group 

of 6-11.  The l i t e r a c y  r a t e  of rialappuram D i s t r i c t  is 

7 1 . 9 % .  The male  l i t e r a c y  rate  is 7 4 . 4 8 %  and female  

l i t e r a c y  r at e  i s  6 9 . 4 8 %  (Census 1 9 9 1 ) ,

A l ar ge  p or ti on  of the tormet Malabar  area

belongs  to Maiappuram D i s t r i c t .  Before  i n de pen den ce  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t  was a part  of the Malabar  D i s t r i c t  of 

Madras S t a t e .  The h i stor y  of Filducation of the D i s t r i c t  

can be traced  back to the reforms of the l at e  Malabar  

C o l l e c t o r  Mr.  Logans .  L o gan ' s  Manual is the a u t h e n t i c  

back record a v a i l a b l e .

The common man ' s  education was conf ine d  to the 

r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s  c a l l e d  Madras as t i l l  1 9 5 0 .  Madras 

as imported a s p e c i a l  language  known as ' A r a b i c  

Malayalam'  i e .  Malayalam d i a l e c t  w r i t t e n  in A r a b i c  

s c r i p t s .  Even tdoay the e lderly  p e o pl e  of the Muslim 

community can read and w r i t e  thi s  l a n g u a g e .  They are  

c o n s i d e r e d  i l l i t e r a t e s  in the sruvey conducted in

c onnection  w i t h  the total  l i t e r a c y  compaign ( T ^ L . C ) ,  

S i n c e  they w e r e  u n a b l e  to read and w r i t e  M al ay al am .  

It  was the Malabar  D i s t r i c t  Board/  which s t a r t e d  

s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  during  195 0  to 1 9 5 6 /  which ena bl ed  the 

common mass to enjoy gene ral  e d u c a t i o n .  A f t e r  the

formati on  of the Kerala  State  in  1 9 5 6 ,  the S t a t e  

(Government,  took s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  in e xpanding  

e d u c a t i o n .  New shool s  were s t a r t e d /  s c h o l a r s h i p s  were



giv en  to the backward s tud ent s  and school education  

was given  f r e e  of t u i t i o n  £ees- Muslim g i r l s  

s c h o l a r s h i p  and the e f f o r t s  of pocket Education  

O f f i c e r s  ( P . E . S . O )  helped  a lot in improving e d u c a t i o n .

CURRENT SITU A TION  OF EDUCATIONAL IN STITU TION S  : 

Prim ary  Scho ols  :

At pr es e nt  t here  are  1161 pramary schools in this  

d i s t r i c t  827 lower primary school s  and 334 upper 

primary s c h o o l s .  In a d d i t i o n  to t hi s  there are  B u n 

a i d ed  r e c o g n i z e d  Primary S c h o ol s .  There  are Government 

Primary Sc ho o ls  having more than 1 00 0  students  (23  

N o s . ) .  There  are  192 Government Primary Schools working 

in rented b u i l d i n g s .

Pre- Schools :

T here  ar e  t hree  types of Pre-schools namely 

A nganwadies  run by s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  department/  

Pre-primary Schools  a ttac he d  to Government Primary 

Sc ho ol s  and u n re co g n i z e d  Nursery Schools  managed by 

P r i v a t e  A g e n c i e s .  A l to g e t h e r  there  a re  1319  Anganwadies  

in 10 b l o c k s .

A nganwadies  are yet to be opened in the remaining

4 b l oc k s *  30 to 40 c h i l d r e n  of the  age group 3 to 3

are  admitt ed  to these  A n g a n w a d i e s .  In each of these

I n s t i i t u t i o n s  there  i s  a worker and h e l p e r .  They are

p ai d  by the  S o ci a l  W e l f a r e  Department .  The expenses

in c on ne ct ion  with the n u t r i t i o n  and immunistation are  

a l s o  met by the d ep ar tm en t .  The Anganwadies  are 

p r o vi d ed  w i th  oaby benches and some t o y s .
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High Schools ;

There a r e  159 nigh Schools  i n c l u d i n g  5 u nai de d  

r ec og ni ze d  s ch oo ls  23 of them are  L . P .  a t t a c h e d .  In 

a d d i t i o n /  to t h i s  th e re  i s  a Navodhaya V i d y a l a y a  at 

Urakam and Ce nt ra l  Sch ools  at Malappuram.

S p e c ia l  Schools  :

There is  a s p e c i a l  school meant tor the b l i n d  

rrhildren/ c a l l e d  Keraia  f'-chools for the 3 l in d s»  'iankada- 

Pa 11 i pp ur am .

Stud ents  :

Total  number of s t u d e n t s  in c l a s s e s  J to 5 during  

t. lie year 1 49 3 -94 i s -I 3 b 7 62 ot_ these  2 'S 1.6 1. are  boys 

and 211601  a r e  girls- T he  p e r c e n ta ge  of g i r l  st ud e nt s  

is  4 8 . 4 5 .  T h e r e  are  1 7 2 7 0 5  s tu de nt s  in oth and '^th

s t a n d a r d s .  Out of which 4fl.B9% are  g i r l s .

Total  number of s c h e d u l e d  c a s te  s t u d e n t s  in

St and ar d  1 to 5 dur in g  the  y ea r  1993-94 i s  3 7 3 3 7 ,  which 

amounts to 8 . 5 5 %  of the  t o t a l .  The t o ta l  number of the 

s c he du led  t r i b e  s t u d e n t s  in St a nd a rd s  1 to 5 d ur in g  

the year 1 993-94 ,  is  1 2 4 0  which  comes to 0 . 2 8 4 8 %  of 

the total  s t u d e n t s .

There  has  been a d e c r e a s e  in the  t o ta l  number

of s tud ent s  in primary c l a s s e s  s i n c e  1 9 9 0 - 9 1 .  The

number of s c h e d u l e d  t r i b e  s t u d e n t s  is a l s o  d e c r e a s i n g .

But the numoer of s c h e d u l e d  c as te  s tu de nt s  that showed 

a d e c r e a s i n g  tendency in I 992-93  is  now ag ai n  

g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  as th e  t a b l e  i n d i c a t e s .



The r e te nt ion  rate  of s tud ent s  studying in 

d i r f e r e n t  c ate g or i es  in primary and Upper Primary 

C las se s  IS g iv en  i n .  The r at e  a re  c a l c u l a t e d  as the 

r a t i o  of Cl as s  'J, enrollment  in 1993-94  to the Class I 

enrollment in 1989- 90 . Thus it is found that the r a t io s  

are  g r e a te r  than one is some c a s e s .  T h i s  is due to the 

a d d i t i o n a l  enrollment  in C l a ss e s  I I  to V from other 

d i s t r i c t s  and from p r i v a t e  s t u d i e s .

in order to c a l c u l a t e  the actual  drop out lat e /  

s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  were conducted by the DIET by 

counting thie drop outs as those p u p i l s  who were removed 

from the r o l l s  for Long a b s e nc e .  It is found out that 

the drop out rate is 2 . 2 7 % .  Bur it is rather  high in 

the case of Scheduled Caste  ( i7%; and Scheduled

r 1 hes ,.10, 64" ) ,

T e a c he r s  :

Total  number ot Ptimary School  T eachers  in 

Government and Aided School s  in 92-93/  i s  1 8 2 6 8 .  This  

i nc lud es  s p e c i a l i s t  te ac he r s  l i k e  C r a f t  T e a c he r s ,

P hy s ic a l  Education T e a c h e r s /  Drawing Te ac he rs  and

Te ache rs  han dl in g  lan guag es  l i k e  A r a b i c /  Urudu/  ana

S a n s k r i t .  T he r e  are U 4 0  male r,eacners and 10128  women

L eachers  ;5 b . 5 b ) .

H survey conducted by the DIET r eve al e d  that a ll  

the Primary School T e a c h er s  e xc lud ing  s p e c i a l i s t  and 

l an guag e  t eachers  have the  p r e s c r i b e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s

-I e . 3 . S . L . C . and T . T . C . 37 , 29% of the t ea che rs  possess

iiigher :ual i f i c a t i o n s , The d e t a i l s  are  g i v en  in however 

the t)ase l i n e  Assessment S t ud i e s  conducted in 4C 

Schools  spread over in four olocks shows that 7 . 7 0  of



Che male Leachers  ana 3 . 9 %  ot the female are  l es s  

than met ric .  Again 13 . 2%  of the male teachers  and 5 . 3 %  

of the female teachers  a re  u n t r a i n e d .  The d e t a i l s  are  

shown in .

The a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  from the e d uc a t i o n a l  

S u b - D is tr i ct s  i n d i c a t e s  that  there  has been a marginal  

i n c r e a s e  in the  total  number of teachers  during  the 

last  f i v e  y e a r s .

School B u ild in g s  :

Out of the 456  Government Primary Sc ho ol s ,  192  

are  running in rented b u i l d i n g s .  Among this  54 have 

its  own l a n d .  The remaining 2A1 schools  have permanent 

b u i l d i n g s  as well as temporary s he ds .  The temporary 

sheds are mainly  thatched  sheds by p l a i t e d  palm 

l e a v e s .  T h e r e  are  293 such cl as s  rooms in 72 

Government Primary S c h o o l s .

A survey conducted by the DIET Malappuram shows

that

118 - Schools  have u r i n a l s .

241 - 3 chools have t o i 1 e t s .

3 ^ Schools  have adequate  f u r n i t u r e  

f a c i l i t i e s .

7 - Schools  have s u f f i c i e n t  laboratory  

ments and a u d i o  v i s u a l  a i d s .

equip-

104 - Schools  are  e l e c t r i f i e d .

94 Schools  have enough s e par at io n  

in the permanent b u i l d i n g s .

w a l l s



Op eration  Black Board Scheme :

Under the c perati on  Blacx Board Scheme,  80% of 

the Primary Sc ho ci s  have been s u p p l i e d  with  le ar n in g  

m a te r ia l s  such as Science# Mathematics  and musical  

k i t s .  The remaining s ch ools  are expected  to get  the 

same w i t h i n  a period  of two months.  35 schools  are  

provided  with  b u i i d i n q s  under this  scheme.

Eiack up Progra*m e *

Supply of text books and s l a t e s  to a J 1 the students  

of St and ar d  T free  of cost .

Free noon meals to the needy and se rvin g  c h il d re n

CO 5 0%.

Lumb"Sum~Grant to the scheduled  c a s te  and sc hedul ed  

t r i b e  s t u d e n t s .

Muslim g i r l s  s c h o l a r s h i p .

Lower Secondary s c h o l a r s h i p  to the  most b r i l l i a n t  

c h i l d r e n .

M e r i t o r i o u s  s c n o l a r s h i p s  to the s c he du led  cast and 

sc he du le d  t r i t e  s t u d e n t s .

S c h o l a r s h i p  tc the ptiysically and orthopadi  cal ly 

h an d ic ap pe d  c n i l d r e n .



THE RATE OF DIFFERENT SCHOLARSHIPS ARE GIVEN BELOW

STD I I I  IV V

Lump-3um“ Grant to SC/ST  

p up il s  R s . p e r  annum

.'•lonthly s t i pe nd  to ST 

p up il s

I n c e n t i v e  <Trant to ST 

parents  per; month

Muslim g i r l s  S c h o l a r s h i p  

per annum

( E l i g i b l e  to those  whose 

family income below
H s . 8 , 0 0 0 / - )

eri tori ous s c h o l a r s h i p  

to SC/ST  p u p i l s  per annum

LSS

50 50 50 55 80

16 16

40

6 16 20

10 IQ 10 1

3 0 30 30 30 30

40

40

In a d d i t i o n  to this^  a tew c h a r i t a b l e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a r e  running o r p h a na ge s .  They p r o v i d e  f ree  

boarding  and lodging  f a c i l i t i e s  to the i n m a t e s .  The 

number of b e n e f i c i a r i e s  comes around 2 0 0 0 .

Ed ucatio nal F a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the  T r ib a l s  ;

3 . 2 9 %  of the S t a t e ' s  t r i b a l  p o p ul a t i o n  b el ongs  

to t h i s  D i s t r i c t .  They l i v e  in small  c o l o n i e s  of 5 to 

90 f a m i l i e s ,  in the f o l l o w i n g  p an c h a y a t h s .

1 .  C h unk at har a .  

4» Edakkara  

7.  K a r u l a i

C h a l i y a r  3,  Ni lambur

V az h ik ka da vu  6 ,  Moothedam

Amarambalam 9^ K al i ka vu



i C .  Thuvvur i i .  Pandikkad  12.  Pcrur

i 3 .  Wandoor 1 4 .  I’h i r u v a i i  15.  Mampad

1 6.  Karuvarakundu

In order to improve the e d u c a t i o n a l  progress  

of t r i b a l  c hil dren^  the Government have adopted the 

tollowing  measures in t hi s  D i s t r i c t ,

OPENING OF NINE BALAWADIES AT THE FOLLOWING TRIBAL AREAS:

y\ II n d e t i o t h u k a 1 1 u

Peruvampadam Xottappadam

Vaniyampuzha Vala nthode

Appenkap Paiakkayam and Kalkuiam

H o stels  for T r ib a l  C h ild r e n  :

riiere are 11 h o s t e l s  out or which  9 are for boys

and two g i r l s .  Each h o s t e l s  accommodates a maximum

number or 3 0 s t u d e n t s .  T h e s e  h o s t e l s  are s i t u a t e d  at 

the tollowing  t r i b a l  a r e a s .

1.  Manimooly iBoys)  2.  Pookootumpadam (Boys)

3. Nilambur ( G i r l s )  4 .  Pothukal  (Boys)  5.  Chungathara 

Pothukal (Boys)  6 .  Chung athar a  U j i r l s )  7 .  Munderi

(Boys)  8 ,  Mampad \Boys) 9 .  Odakkav'am ( G i r l s )  10.  

Edakkara (Boys)  11 .  Nilambur  ( B o y s ) .

Ashram Sch o o ls  :

T he re  is an Ashram School Indi  ra'] i Memorial

Ashram School at Ma n j e r i  meant tor the p r i m i t i v e  

t r i b e s .  Uniforms are  s u D o l i e d  stud ent s  in L . P .  C l a s s e s .



b'inancing of e d u c a ti o n  is mainlv done by the 

s ta t e  Government Primary Ed uc at io n  is fre e  to a l l .  

Learning  m a t e r i a l s  are  s u p p l i e d  f r e e  of cost to the 

f i r s t  s t a n da rd  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  programme has a lr ea dy  

a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e  number of s t u d en t s  r es ul ti n g  in the 

improvement of enrollment  r a t e .  A ll  the i n c e n t i v e s  and 

s c h o l a r s h i p s  mentioned  un de r  rhe sub 1. 1 1 i es ' Bl ac k  up 

Programme'  a r e  f i n a n c e d  by the Government-

Land b u i l d i n g s /  f u r n i t u r e s  and other f a c i l i t i e s  

are p ro vi d ed  by the Government to Government Schools  

and by the Manager to the a i d e d  s c h o o l s .  The

c o n t r i b u t i o n  of parent T e a c h e r s  A s so c i a t i o n  is a ls o  

worth m e n t i o n i n g .  A i l  t ea c h e r s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of 

Govetnmenf or a i d e d  are  p ai d  rrom the State  Ex-chequer.  

Expenses tor tt\atching and annual  maintenance  of

Government s c h o o l s  are  met by the Government whereas  

the same for A i de d  S c h o o l s  are  met by the managers

conc er ne d .  Government g i v e s  grant-in-aid  for the 

maintenance  of a i d e d  s c h o o l s  at the rate  of R s . 5 / -  per 

c h il d  per y e a r .

The t o t a l  non p l an  e x p e n d i t u r e  on primary 

Education  in Malappuram D i s t r i c t  during ,199 2-,^3 is

R s . 1 7  4 . 4 7  m i l l i o n .

Management System  :

The D i r e c t o r  of p u b l i c  I n st ru c t i o n  is the 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  head of the G eneral  E d u ca t i o n ,  

Department .  for  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c onv en ie nce ,  a Deputy 

D i r e c t o r  i s  h e aa d i n g  the school  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in each

Financing :



revenue d i s t r i c t .  The appointment of a l l  the teachers 

and ether s t a f f  (Except High School Headmasters/  A EC 'S )  

in the Government schools  are  made by him but in the 

case of Aided  Schools  it  is the  Manager who appointment 

the s t a f f .  Malappuram Revenue D i s t r i c t  i s  d evide d i nto  

two E duc at io nal  D i s t r i c t s  headed by a D i s t r i c t  

Educational  O f f i c e r  ( D E O ) .  The DEO at tends  tc the 

ad mi ni str ati on  of high schools-and T r a i n i n g  Sc ho ols .  

Malappuram Educational  D i s t r i c t s  is f u rthe r  d iv id ed  

int::c Ejght Sub DistrictJi'  and Tirur i n to  S e v e n » Art 

/assistant Educational  O l f i c e i  (AEO) is  r e sp o n s i b l e  for 

the a dm in is tr at  1 on of a ll  the primary schools  wi t hi n  

the sub D i s t r i c t .  Each primary school  is headed by a 

H eadmast e r .

The S t a te  I n s t i t u t e  of Education/

Thi ruvananthapuram e s t a b l i s h e d  in 196*4 is  implementing 

proqratnmes tor roultisied q u a l i t i a t i v e  improvement at 

all level s  of school E d u c a t i o n .

The D i s t r i c t  I n s t i t u t e  of E duc at io n  and T r a i n i n g  

(DIET)  is headed  by a p r i n c i p a l  in the cadre of a 

Deputy D i r e ct o r  of E d u c a t i o n .  It p r o v i d e s  academic and 

resource  support at D i s t r i c t  l e v e l  in the f i e l d  of 

primar\’ and adult e d u c a t i o n .

1'tie Text Books Branch/  a wing of the D i r e c t o r a t e  

headed by a Text Books O f f i c e r  i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  a 

commercial u n d e r t a k i n g . T h e  branch is  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

p r i n t i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  and s a l e  of a l l  text  books/  

teacher hand bookS/  work books e t c .  T here  are  three 

Cer'it:rai le xt  Bo o k  StoreE l u n c t i o n i n c  under the text 

DooKf winq,  witr, head q ua rt e rs  at Trivandrun  Ernakulait; 

anc Shornur . One text boo): oepot is atnacnec  tc
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eact. E duc at io nal  D i s t r i c u .  Each D i s t r i c t  text book 

depot IE under the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  control  of the DEC. 

The text books r e q u ir e d  for each depot  are  s u p p l i e d  

on indent frorr. the c e nt ra l  text books s t o r e .  The  text 

books r e q u i r e d  for  each school  are  s u p p l i e d  on indent 

by the school  Co-operative  S o c i e t i e s /  A E O ' S /  High 

School KeadmasterE e t c .

L ite rac y  Campaign :

KetaJa S t a te  has a ch i eve d  cen t-pjer ~ cen t l i t e r a c y  

by 199i i t s e l f .  The total  l i t e r a c y  campaign was 

r 1 g or ou e 1 n Mala ppu ram Dis  t r i c  t a l s o .  T h e voluntary  

invoJvementt of o r g a n i s a t i o n s /  common people ,  rural

women, s tu de nt s  and community l e a d e r s  made l i t e r a c y

campaiqii qrarit s u c c e s s .  Malappurarii D i s t r i c t  won the 

f i r s t  p lac e  tor the implementation of total l i t e r a c y

campaign amonc the 14 D i s t r i c t s  ot K e r a l a .  From 1992  

onwards post l i t e r a c y  compaign is  going  on.  In this

c o nn ect ion ,  school V i j n a n a  Sami t h i s  (SVS)  are

f un c t i o n i n g  in all  the primary school s  of the D i s t r i c t .  

SVS is a r i g o ro us  attempt to e r a d i c a t e  backwardness  

of undei a c h i ev ed  l e a r n e r s /  e s p e c i a l l y  in rural  a r e a s .  

T h i s  promotea an enthusiasni for b e t t e r  achievement 

among the- bacKwaro peof.le.  At p r e s e n t /  total  l i t e r a c y

campaign it:- on p rog re ss /  as Jana Vidya Kendras  ( J V K ) ,
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Populaticxi - 1991

Males Females Tctal

M cilap p u rarn 1,505,860 l,587,J30 3,093/J90

K e ra L a 14,793,070 .29,011,237

I n d ia 137,597,929 4 0 6,332,932 843,930,861



Populaticn Literates

Male Female Male Female

Malappuram 1,505/860 1/587/330 1/121/605 1/101/116

Kerala' ? 14/218,167 14,793/070 14/218/167 14,793.070

India 437,60
millicns

406,33
millions

46/89
millicns

24.82
millions



Enrolment Strength of Pupils 

Boys Girls

i^aJappiiram

L.P 

IJ-P 

H .T)

182073

133588

92883

170410

127203

91320

120997] 1152279

Kerala U.P 978960 924370

H .S 788101 797 b86

India

:,.p

U.P

104,88

miliicns

60/ 03 

miliicns

77.55

milliciis

35,03

milliais



OTHER IliSTITUTIOIiS

*)
r I

5 i .
I n s t i t u t i o n s

E nrollment No . of  T e a c h er s
rio.

{NuiuDBr

M F T M F T

1 Primary T e a c h e r s  T r a i n i n g  

I n s t i t u t i o n s

5 114 563 477 17 5

C ol l  eges 13 8 385 6 103 I 4 588 578 148 7 26

NFF Ce ntre s NIL  NIL NIL NIL NIL NI L. N 11.

4 . Mo ,o f  A nganwai des ^^19  22265 2 390C 4 6165 NIL 1319 1319



DROPOUT RATE OF SC /ST  STUDENTS IN PRIMARY CLASSES

(19 92 -9 3)

( S t d .  1 to 5)

cate
Students

Drop-out Drop-out

Scheduled Castes :

Boys 345 15 4.35%

Girls 318 B 2,51%

T(7tal 663 / '̂3 B.47%

Scheduled Tribes :

t3oys 24 1 4.17%

Girls 23 4 1 7.4%

T ora I 4 7 5 10.ey4%

(Sample sCudy ccnducted in 16 Schools in Malappuram Districlis).

DROP OUT RATE (ALL COMMUNrTIES) STD. I TO V

No. of iSIo. of studaits No. of 

Schools on reopening droped 

Selected in 1992-93 during

students

ajt

the year

Rate of 

drop cut

108 41064 93 I 2.27%



TABLE SHOWING N O .OF  TEACHERS IN PRIMARY 

SCHOOLS FROM 1988-1993

1992-93

;ovT

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL

3393

3948

7341

AIDED

MALE 

EEMALE

TOTAL

4747

6180

10927

GRAND

TOTAL

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL

8140

10128

18268



PART - I I

Gender Study Needs and O b je c t iv e s  :

Gender  s t u d i e s  is  a part  of the D i s t r i c t  Primary

Education  Programme (DPEP)  which i s  implemented in

Low E’emale L i t e r a c y  and Low Female Enrolment d i s t r i c t  

in K e r a l a .

As Gil  is Education cc/nt:inues to be a low supply

and a low demand are a /  it: is necessary  that the s t a t e

plan p rovi de s  n ec es sar y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  tor i n cr e a s i n g

the number of school s  f or g i r l s  and promoting women' s 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the c o n s t r u c t i v e  t i e l d s  of the s t a t e .

In K er al a  the FemaJe L ite rac y  Rate is  3 6 , 9 3 % .  

i’h i s  high  p e r ce n ta ge  is co-related with other 

developmental  f i e l d s  of p r o g r e s s .  S oci al  a t t i t u d e s  

in the home and the  s o c i e t y  are  to be analysed  and 

the causes  tor the backwardness  of women are  to be 

i d e n t i f i e d .  By t h i s  study it is expected to make a 

mass movement among the remote p l ac es  of K er al a and 

hence make the common man aware of womens freedom and 

eq u a 1 i t y ,

L i b e r a t i o n  of women from the t r a d i t i o n a l  and 

family t i e s  is  r e q u i r e d  for empowerment.  Ed uc at io nal  

programmes have led  to d o m es t ic a ti on  of women rat he r  

than t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n .

The study i n t e n d s  to change the a t t i t u d e s  of 

the p e op l e  or these  s e l e c t e d  a r e a s .  T hi s  Gender Study 

seeks the va ri ou s  reasons  for the low sta tus  of women.



The Main O b je c t iv e s  of the Study  are  ;

1.  'tapping out gender  d i s p a r t i e s  in a c c e s s /  

enrolment/  r e t e n t i o n /  and achievement which i s  

being h an d l e d  under base  l i n e  s t u d i e s .

2.  I d e n t i f y  causes  for non-enrolmenct and drop out

of g i r l s  and propose e f f e c t i v e  d i s t r i c t / l o c a l  

s p e c i f i c  s t r a t a g i e s  fot: improved enrolment/

r e t en t i on and a ch i ev em en t among g i r l s .

Assess  the  s i t u a t i o n  of women in each d i s t r i c t  

with r eg ar d  to some s o c i a l  and demographic  

i n d i c a t o r s  and women's  e q u a l i t y  and empowerment.

- To c ol l ec t  information  on gender b a i s  in (a)  test

books (b)  teacher  t r a i n i n g  (c)  t e a ch e rs

a t t i t u d e  (d)  c u r r ic u lu m  t r a n s a c t i o n  and 

i e )admini  s t r a t o r s  a t t i t u d e s .

5.  To i d e n t i f y  s u p p o r t i v e  community s t r u c t u r e s  such 

as womens'  groups/  V » E . C s /  PanchayatS /  P . T .  As/  

Teacher  O r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  youth clubs f or  

d eve lo pi n g  e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t a g i e s  of UPE among 

g i r i s .

6 .  I d e n t i f y i n g  and f a c i l i t a t e  convergence  of 

s e r v i c e s  of d i f f e r e n t  departments  for  UPE among 

g i r l s  i Focal  areas  ECCE/ Health and support

s e r v i c e s  ) .

7 .  Study the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of e d uc ati ona l  (books# 

S t a t i o n e r y ,  Uniforms)  and other i n c e n t i v e s  (noon 

meals,  a t t e n d a n c e  p r i z e s  e t c . ) .



. fc a ss es s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  or women in te ach ing /

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and other d e c i s i o n  making b o d i e s .

9- To de ve lop  s t a t e / d i s t r i c t  level  moni tori ng  and

e va l u a t i o n  frame work.

M ethodology  :

Methodology of the study comprises  both 

q u a l i t a t i v e  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  L c^chn iqut^s ,

in Kerala  Programme is  oeing

implemented in Kasargod ,  Wynad and Malappuram 

D i s t r i c t s .  lU V i l l a g e s  were s e l e c t e d  on random t)asis 

trom each d i s t r i c t .  Survey was conducted by 

p r o t e s s i o n a i  A s s i s t a n t s  under the D i s t r i c t

Jo-ordinat or s . The survey was ..-onducted during  the 

months of October and November.

Primary Data was c o l l e c t e d  using the fol lo win g  

tools  :

In te r v ie w  Sch ed u les  :

t '. . s . i D i s t r i c t  Schedule

G3 . 3 . 1 House Hold Schedule

( ; s . 3 . 2 Dr op ou t S c h edu 1 e

GS , 3 . 3 Never E nr ol le d  Schedule

G S . 4 T eac he r  Sche dule

GS. 5 I n s t i t u t i o n  Head S ch ed ul e

GS . 6 Community Leader S che dule

GS * '7 A dmi n i s t r a t or S ch edu1 e

Bchooi. sjoirig ( U r l  S che dule

The Secondary Data was c o l l e c t e d  from Census 

of I n d i a  Hand Books? P u b l i c a t i o n s  of the Edu cat i on 

Department e c t .
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w u a i i t a t i v e  and Q u a n t i t a t i v e  tech niq ues  of Data  

A n a l y s i s  i n c l u d in g  C ontent  A n a l y s i s  is a p p l i e d .  In

each d i s t r i c t  10  to 15 Group D i s c u s s i o n s  were

conducted /  among those  p e r s o n s  who can exchange  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  and i d e a s  concerning  women p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

Group D i s c u s s i o n s  were  f o c u s s e d  on the f o l lo w in g  

points  : • >

(a)  Reasons  why p a r e n t s  do or do not send

t h e i r  daug hte rs  to s c h o o l s .

(b)  Household  demand f a c t o r s  or c o n s t r a i n t s .

(c)  Factors  making s c h o o ls  a c c e s s i b l e  and

a t t r a c t i v e / u n a c c e s s i b l e  and u n a t t r a c t i v e .

(d) P h y s c ia l  f a c t o r s .

(e )  Rele va nc e  of C u r r ic u lu m .

( f )  What do f a m i l i e s /c o m m u n i t i e s  expect from 

ed u c a t io n  of g i r l s  ?

(g)  Why a r e  they w i l l i n g  to send  g i r l s  to

Sc h o o ls ?

(h) E x i s t e n c e  and r o l e  ( a c t u a l  or p o t e n t i a l )

of community o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ( e . g .  V E C 's /  

MM' s ) .

The  F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  subm itted  the  s c h e d u l e s  

to the  D i s t r i c t  C o - o r d in a t o r s .  T he  D i s t r i c t

Co- ordinators  accom panied  the  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  for  

c o l l e c t i n g  the d a t a .  T h i s  d a t a  was l a t e r  p roc e sse d

using  the t e c h n iq u e s  of  computer s c i e n c e .



Mode of  Study :

6 P r o fe s s i o n a l  A s s is t a n t s  were engaged in  

c o l l e c t i n g  the data /  in th re e  d i s t r i c t s .  Each team 

was s u p p l i e d  with  s u f f i c i e n t  number of In te rv ie w  

Sch ed ules  350  Household Sc h e d u le s /  '50  Drop out G i r l  

Sc h e d ule s /  40 Teacher  Sc h e d u le s /  35 community Leader  

Sc h e d ule s /  20 - A dm inistrator 's  Schedules /  15 

I n s t i t u t i o n  Head Schedules  and 350  School Going G i r l  

S c h e d u l e s .

The  l i s t  of v i l l a g e s  s e le c t e d  for  the study " în 

Malappuram D i s t r i c t  is  givem below :

Malappuram D i s t r i c t  - V i l l a g e s Selected

A reekko de Cheekkode Edavanna

Kavanoor Keezhu Paramba Kuzhimanna

O o r n g a t t i r i Pulpetta T iru  (Urban)

Malappuram
(Urban )

Su p er v is o r s  fre q u e n tly  accompanied the

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t s  for g iv in g  necessary  g u i d a n c e .

The  data was c o l le c te d  during  the months October  

and November 1 9 9 3 .  The p r o f e s s io n a l  a s s i s t a n t s  found  

it  .very d i f f i c u l t  to get  conveyance f a c i l i t i e s  in 

H i l l y a r e a s  of Wayanad and Malappuram. Frequently  them 

had to depend  on sp e c i a l  conveyance l i k e  t a x i e s .  They  

f i n i s h e d  the work b e fo r e  the time s c h e d u l e d .  The  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t s  work in group to c o l l e c t  

i n f o r m a t i o n s .  The n a t io n a l  core team a ls o  camped in



Malappuram and g ui de d  the p r o t e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t s .  2ach

group conducted ten to t i r t e e n  group d i s c u s s i o n s .

Q u a i i t i a t i v e  i n f o r m at i on  is c o l l e c t e d  on the

b as i s  the f o ll o wi n g  :

1 .  Perception of p a r e n t s /  t eachers /  i n s t i t u t i o n

heads/  community l e ad er s  on low enrollments# 

Poot r et en t io n  and low achievement, ot g i r l s  in 

pr imary school s  *

2.  Perception of par ents  on u t i l i t y  of g i r l ' s

e ducati on ,  e d uc a ti o n a l  and o c c u p at i on a l

a s p i r a t i o n s  lor th ei r  daughters  and gender

roles  .

3.  perception ot te ac he r s /  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  heads ,

community l e a d e r s  on gender  e q u al i ty  and u t i l i t y

of g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n ,

4 .  Findings  from p ar en ts  and community the

c o nd i ti o ns  whi ch on conducive  f or promot ing g i r l s  

e auc atio n/  such as a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a de qua te  

e d u c a ti o na l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  women 

t eacher s ,  r ele van t  curriculum and other  support  

mechanisms .

5.  Finding out from p ar en ts  and community as to what 

they are w i l l i n g  to do for educating g i r l s .

o.  To o b t a in  p e r c e p t i o n s  of drop-out and 

non-enrol 1 ed g i r l s  on r easons for dropping  out 

and the ir  a s p i r a t i o n s .



?o

To ob ta in  p erceptions  of School Going G i r l s  on 

t h e i r  l i k i n g  to attend  sch ool /  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

f e l t  by them and dom estic  work they are  d o i n g .
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Data Analysiss :

In Malappuram D i s t r i c t  327 School go ing  g i r l s  

were i n t e r v i e w e d .  Uata r e l a t e d  to l i k i n g  to go to  

school/  fam ily  support in s t u d i e s /  c o n t in u a n c e  of  

study in the school /  reason s  for  f a i l u r e  in c l a s s /  

willing'riess fto do homework/ time to do homework/  

l i k i n g  of t h e i r  ' ' fam ilyy  members help  r e c e i v e d  from 

fam ily  members in s t u d i e s /  c ond uc ive  atm osphere  at  

home/ d e s c r i m i n a t io n  by p ar e n ts  at home/ l i k i n g  of  

te a c h e r s /  a c c e p t a a n c e  of fam ily  members/ n e i g h b o u r s /  

am bition  in  s t u d i e s /  dom estic  work p h y s i c a l l y  

handicapped  e t c .  were c o l l e c t e d .

Concerning  achievem ent /  data  r e v e a l s  that  in  

primary c l a s s e s /  258  g i r l s  a r e  promoted/  sources  

of encouragement are  e n q u i r e d .

Amost a l l  c h i l d r e n  do homework but 20% a r e  h e lp e d  

by parents  71% of the  school  going  g i r l s  p r e f e r  

p r o v i s io n  of  s ta t io n a r y  items from the s c h o o l .

67% of the g i r l s  get time to study  at home.

50% are  p r o v i d e d  w ith  space  at home for  doing  

homework and s t u d i e s .

25% of the  g i r l s  do not have c o n d u c iv e  atmosphere  

at home.

89% of the g i r l s  are  r e g u l a r  in c l a s s .

PART - I I I



Among the f a i l u r e s  38% of chem complain that the

reason for  their  f a i l u r e  is  domestic work.

Concerning l i k i n g  of the teachers  41% are not sure

whether t h e i r  teachers l i k e  them.

- Almost a l l  g i r l s  are  l i k e d  by t h e i r  mothers .  They

are  a cc ep te d  by the  family  members b rot he r s /

f r i e n d s /  n ei gh bo ur s/  tea ch er s  and relatives-

Few of them take part  in dance/  drama and other

programmes,

80% of the g i r l s  r eveal  that no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  they

fe el  at home in g e t t i n g  £ood/ c l ot he s/  food/

s t a t i o n e r y /  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in social  a c t i v i t i e s .

Hal f of the g i r l s  tols  that there  were no pri  ori ty

in th e ir  homes for father  to take f oo d,

82% of them are engaged in f e t c h in g  water/  making

Cow-dung cakes/  g r a z i n g  c a t t l e /  case  of s i b l i n g s /

Cokking washing  and case of s ick  members.

T o t a l  Nr .  i n t e r vi e we d

J 2 7

Promoted

Nr.

268 82

So urce  of Encouragement

T o t a l  Nr.

3 34

Mother

114 34

Father

294 73

Others

0 . 6
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W ill in g n e s s  to go to School :

Tota l  Nr.  W i l l i n g  N '5

327 267 31

G e tt in g  tim e to Study at Home :

T ota l  Nt . Getting  time N t

12/ 2 1 i M3

Help  by V ar ious  Persona ^

Totai  Nr.  P a ren ts  t Family Members Tuit ion  % Others  %

9 4 29 4 4 I.] 36 1 1 5 2 15

Total

Nr.

1. Family support received in

Supervision ot Home work 32/

2 . Supply of staticnery 327

3. Sufticient time to study 327

4. Adet:?uate apace for study 327

5. C cn du ci V e at m os p h er e f or

36 1 1

Yes '3 No

1 1 2 34 101 31

234 71 16 5

219 67 21 6

Ib5 50 '7f 24

study 32 7 140 43 82

6 . Regularity in school 327 294 90 3 0 .9

7 . Reachiing in time 327 289 88 4 1 . 2



Reasons for Failure :

Nr.

1.  Illness 37 n

2 . Domestic work 294 88

3 . No. Reading Material 1 0 .3

4 . No. Guide 22 6 .6

Nr. Yes % No %

1. Liking of Teachers 327 283 86 6 2

2. Acceptance by Mother 327 291 89 1 0 .3

3. Acceptance by Father 327 262 80 1 0 .3

4 . Acceptance by Sister 327 230 70 2 0 .6

5. Acceptance by Friends 327 187 87 2 0 .6

6. Acceptance by Neighbours 327 169 51 1 0 .3

7 . Acceptance by Teachers 327 175 53 2 0 .6

8 . Acceptance by RelatLcn 327 144 44



PercepdLcn of Girls abcxit niscriminatiGn 

between Family M ^bers food

Nr. Yes No

Food 327 8 263 80

Clothing 327 5 1.5 267 81

Toys f 327 4 1 .2 267 81

Books 327 4 1 .2 264 81

Helping Studies 327 3 0 .9 266 81

Opportunities 327 41 12 128 39

Distributicn of Girl a According to 

Work done in Family

Total N = 327 Nr. %

1. Fetching Water 274 82

2. Fetching Fuel 152 45

3. Fetching Fodder 28 8

4 . Care of Sibilings 23 7

5. Wage earning activity 92 28

UBi;a “ V 5, Uu"UMfcNTATION CENTRl 
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House Hold Schedules  :

341 houses  were v i s i t e d  bv the i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  For 

a l l  of the houses they depend on we l l  water  at 

a d i s t a n c e  of 250  mts.

51% of the houses are  e l e c t r i f i e d .

6 6 % have no d r a i n a g e  system.

A g r i c u l t u r e  is the main occupation*

B9% are  of the income group 4000  to 5 0 0 0 .

Only 60% have p r i v a t e  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .

69% of the g u a r d i a n s  send thei r  c h i l d r e n  to (^ovt.

S chools «

According  to -40% of the parents  drop outs are due 

to lack of p r o v i s i o n  of t u i t i o n  fees# books# 

s t a t i o n e r y  and c l o t h s .

28% of them ag ree  that drop outs are  due to

domestic  work:  care  of s i b l i n g s /  helping  p a r e n t s .

30% of them a gre e  that early marriage  is  a l s o  one 

of the main f a c t o r s  of drop outS/

Concerni ng  encouragement of p arents  8 6 % p r e f e r  

to have  f r e e  uniformms# f r e e  books/  fre e  

s t a t i  o n e r y .

Concerni ng  u t i l i t y  of G i r l s  Education  more than 

hal f  of the members of areas  agree  that G i r l s

Education help to develop s e l f  image/  ensure  

e duc ati on  of f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r ep ar e  economic



c o n t r i b u t i o n /  improve h eal th  and n u t r i t i o n a l  

status  most of them a gr e e  in p r o vi d i n g  equal food/  

equal h e a l t h /  toys and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  46% of 

households  d i s a g r e e  in p r o v i d i n g  equal freedom 

between boys and g i r l s .

Half  of them a gr e e  that both boys and g i r l s  can 

[)erform all  tasks  ecjuaJly w e l l .  Both can not do 

the same o c c u p a t i o n s .  Both of them are not having 

same i n t e l l i g e n c e .

Only 83% a g r e e  in taking  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  j o i n t l y .

S7% agree  that work at home should  be shared  by 

all  51% a g r e e  that as s e t s  for the family should 

be r e g i s t e r e d  on ^ oint  names of husband and w i f e .

The House hold  C ontext  :

Total  Nr .  of Ho us ehol ds  ; 

the I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are  g i v e n

3 4 1 .

below

D e t a i l s  ob ta i ne d  by

ReUgicn Hindu Muslim Christian

123 217 1

Percentage 36 63 3

Drinking Water :

Sairce of Drinking Water

Tap

Nr. %

67 19

W el 1 

r^r. % 

272 79



Distance of Source of Water :

341 Households get water within a distance of 280 mt.

Fuel and Electricity :

Main Scxjrce of Fuel

Wood Kerosene 0th ers

Nr. % -h Nr. %

287 04 3 0 .9 35 10

Availability of Klectricity 175 (51%)

Now availability of Electricity 166 (48%)

Drainage FarfliJ-y :

Good Poor

Nr. % Nr. %

114 33 227 66

Respondents Accxjrding to Sex :

Total Male Female

Nr. % Nr. %

2Cm  729 35 959 46



.59

Distribution According to Occupaticn :

Total Cultivaticxi Agri Act Agr tab Trade Servants Others

Nr. % Nr. % Nr- % Nr. % Nr. % Nr. «

327 16 53 3 55 2 3 0. 1 6 0 .3  3 0.1

ni nrt A r»r̂ r«r"

Total 1 -3 4--5 o»9 1 0 - 1 2 13-15 16-18

Nt . Nt, % Nr. -o Nr. % Nr. % Nr. ^

2046 0 0 1839 90 94 5 48 2 19 0 ,9  46 2

Sanitatian :

Total. PubUc Private Open

Nr. % Nr. % Nr. %

314 10 209 61 1 2 1 35

School G dng  Children :

Total Mcde

Nr. %

Female

Nr. %

628 167 26 415 61

Type of SchooL :

Total Govt-

Nr. %

Semi

Nr.

Govt. Private

% Nr. %

682 114 17 475 70 85 13
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Percepticn at Parents abcxit the Main Reascns fc5r Girls Ccntinuing 

in School :

Reasons Respondents

Mr. %

1. Better economic standing 26 8

2. Parental educaticn 78 23

3. Parental rnocivatim 276 B1

4 , Pa rental su p p ort.

d. Payment of Fees 43 13

b , Provisiai or books 36 II

c. Provision of FcxDd (Uothing 0 0

<i. Space tor study 0 0

e. Academic support 0 0

3* Self motivation 2 0 .6

6 . Teachers Positicn attitude I 0 .3



/>»> t

Perception of Parents about Main RfWLScns 

Schcxal :

for Girl dropping

Nr. %

1 . In ability of to pay extra Tuition fees 138 40

^ In abilit'y of provide cloths and shoes 108 :m

3, In (ibiUt y of -Provide books K.r/ :‘i

4 = Tji ability ot provide statitxiery 99 29

D * In ability of provide food 81 24

6 . H elpinq ;parents in Occupaticn 98 29

7 , Engaged 1 n R e m un era ti on e m p J, c.) y m er11 43 J3

8 , Domestic w or k 93 27

9. Care of 3,vb.Unqs 88 26

1 0 , Early marriage 105 31

1 .U Absence of support services n 0 .6

1 2 . Social 8 0.7

13. Parental Lacks ot motivaticn 21 0 .2

14. Parental illiteracy 42 12

15, Lack of Academic suppoti: 4 1 . 2



Parcepticn of Parents about Programmes need for Girls EduGaticn :

Programmes * Nr. %

1 . Literacy Programmes 144 42

2. Income Generating 229 85

3. Camps on Hf^ith and 112 33

'  '

Perception of the Parents about Factors Associated with 

Parents Bncouragement :

Factors Nr. %

1. Changing school timing 4 1

2. Availability of School close to 

habitation ICX) 29

3. Free Uniforms 294 86

4 . Free Books 302 88

5. Free Stationery 291 85

6. Appointing more Female 10 3

7 . Free mwls 221 64

8 .  Pre-School 39 11

9 . Separate School for Girls 129 38



Percepticn of Parents about ability of Girls Bducaticn :

Aspects Nr. %

1. Develop positive image 195 57

2. Prepares girls for economic contribution 230 67

3. Can improve health and nutritiaial status

of family members 199 58

4 . Will ensure education of future 

generation 138 41

5 .
f

Will make girls and women aware 

of their rights 23 7

6. . Will help to reduce family size 5 1

Parental PeroeptiGn cf Gender Bquality :

Indicators Agree %

1. Girls and Boys need equal education 323 94

2 . Both need to be given equal food 338 -99

3 . Both need to be given equal care 

and medical attention 340 , 99

4 . Both can be assigned same duties 162 48

5. Both should be given same freedom 136 40

6. Both should be equal time for play no response

7 . Both can perform all tasks 

equally will 139 41

8. Beth can hour similar occupation 191 56

9 . Both can hour same intelligence 

abilities 143 42

10. Men and women be paid equal wages 199 58

11. Husband and wife take decisions 

jointly 284 83

12. House hold work must be shared by 

all mainters of household 197 58

13. Assets of the family should be 

registered on joint names of husband 

and wife

176 52



I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Heads S c h e d u le  :

Only  60% agree  that  they have the  f a c i l i t i e s  l i k e  

l i b r a r y /  lab  in s c h o o l s .  Only 28% are  having

t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .

60% of  them ag re e  that  g i r l s  e ducation  h e lp s  in 

red ucing  fam ily  s i z e /  helps  to prevent  early  

m arria g e /  p r e p a r e  for  l e a d e r s h i p /  p rov id in g  equal  

time fo r  p l a y i n g /  doing  s i m i l a r  o c c u p at io n /  

dividii^g  household  work among boys and g i r l s  

e q u a l l y .

95% of the  teach ers  are  t r a i n e d .

Most of them are  of the o p in io n  that  g i r l s

continue  t h e ir  e d u c at io n  because  of p a r e n ta l

m o t i v a t i o n .

Many of them s t r e s s  the need of p r o v id in g  books/  

c loth e s /  more academ ic  support /  more ac c e p tan ce  

for  the  g i r l s .

78% of  the  teachers  do not favour  p r o v is io n  of 

noon meals in the s c h o o l s .

Concern ing  u t i l i t y  g i r l s  ed ucat ion  more than 70% 

agree  that  g i r l s  e d u c a t io n  p r e p are s  for economic  

c o n t r i i b u t i o n / d e v e l o p i n g  s e l f  image and improve  

h e a l t h  e nsure  e d u c a t io n  for  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n  

c r e a t i n g  aw areness  of  t h e i r  r i g h t s /  reducing  IMR 

r e d u c in g  fam ily  s i z e ,  p re p ar in g  for  l e a d e r s h i p s  

and e n c o u r a g in g  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .



iyiore than 30% of the teachers  agree  that  both 

boys and g i r l s  need equal education*  equal  food/

equal m ed ica l  a t t e n t i o n /  equal time for p l a y i n g .

Only 53% of them a gr e e  that both the boys and 

g i r l s  can perform task equally  w e l l .

57% of the te achers  agree  that s i m i l a r  

occup at ion s  can be p r ovi de d  by g i r l s  and b oys .

91% of the  tea che rs  agr ee  that d e c i s i o n s  should 

be taken by both husband and w i f e  j o i n t l y .

6 8 % a gr ee  that  family  a s s e t s  should be r e g i s t e r e d  

in joint names.

Physical Padlities in School :

B’acUity Nr. %

1 . Playground 10 71

2. Laboratory 10  71

3. Library/Book

Bank/Stationery 3 ^5

4 . Toilets 4 28

5. Seperate Toilets for

girls 3 57

b. Health/Medical Checkup

in tile school 10 71



Utility of Gicls Educaticxi

Will ensure educaticn cf future 

generaticns

Will make girls and women aware 

of their rights

7. Helps in reducing the family 

size

8. Will prepare girls for leadership 

roles in society

Will prepare girls for partici” 

paticn and decision making process 

in all walks of life e .g . family, 

Panchayats/ municipalities 

and legialature

>]r

1. Develops a positive self image

and confidence among girls -

2. Prepares girls for economic

ccntribution 3 57

3. Can improve health and mitritional 

status of children and other

family members -

10 71

10 71

Helps raise age at marriage 

and reduce maternal/ infant and 

child mortalitv

50

64

10 71



Drop Out S c h e d u le  :

Drop out g i r l s  were i n t e r v i e w e d .  They l i k e  t he ir  

s c hool ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s u b j e c t s .  All  of them d i s l i k e  

M at he ma ti cs .  Most oc them do not get any help at house 

for thei r  s t u d i e s .  Half  of them feel  the i n a b i l i t y

to pay extra t u i t i o n  f e e s ,  to by books and s t a t i o n e r y .  

Half  oL L hem are  engaged in domestic work and care 

of s i b l i n g s  = 18% drop oucs say that early marriage

is a i s o  one of rJie ceasuns for stopping Lheit:

e d u c a t i o n .  They s t r e s s  the need at parental

m o ti v at i on /  p a r e n t a l  l i t e r a c y .  Some i)t tliem liaue

stopped due to repeated  f a i l u r e s .

ft is i n t e t  eating  to note that i n s p i t e  of ttie 

Governmental  p o l i c i e s  ror Universal  Enrolment/

U n i v e r s a l  R e t e n t i o n /  U n iv er s al  Achievement/  64% of

dropout is a f t e r  2 nd s t a n d a r d .

Dropouts  A cc o rd in g  to Standard  :

Std 1 Std 2 Std 3

P e r c e nt a ge  18 o4 18

Only H a l f  of them l i k e  to continue  t h e i r  

S t u d i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to t he i r  opinion parents  do not 

l i k e  to send them to s c h o o l s .

W i l l i n g n e s s  of p a r e n ts  to Send to School :

Yes % No %

1 8 . 2  82
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D i s t r ib u t io n  of Dropout G i r l s

Nr. %

I. Regular attendence 10 91

Punctuality 1 1 100

■i. Fetching water 10 90

4. r u el C oil ecticn 8 72

5. Care of 1 1 ICX)

b , F inaling C ow dung 8 72

/ , (’. razing Cattle 10 91

8 * Care of siblings 9 82

9. Cooking 9 82

1 0 . Washing clothes 1 1 100

1 1 , Care ot S i b l i n g s 1 1 100

1 2 , Wage earning activities 10 91

13. Engaged in Agriculture 1 1 100

Concerni ng  t h e i r  l i k i n g  of school  and te ac he r s  

80 % of them a g r e e .  72% of stopped s t u d i e s  not due to

f a i l u r e  in exam.

Most of them are  oLrjctual and regular  in C l a s s .
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Dropouts According  to Most d i s l i k e  Su bject

Malappuram Maths

Main Reasons fo r  Dropping out of G i r l s  :

i . InabilitY of Parents to pay

extra fees i 2 /

2 * Inability of Parents to provide

clcth es 5 46

5* Inability of Parents to provide

books 5 46

4. Inability of Paresits to provide

stationery 5 46

5* Inability of parents to provide

food 2 18

6 . Helping parents in Occupation 1 9

7. Engaged remuneration work 1 9

8 . Domestic work 6 55

9. Care of siblings 6 54

10. Early marriage 2 18

11. Social Taboo 0 0

12. Parental lack of motivation 6 54

13. Parental Illiteracy 4 36

14- Lack of support from family 2 18

15. School for away 2 18

16. Failures 1 9

17. Own Illness 1 9



Main Factors for G i r l s  C o n tin u in g  t h e i r  Educatio n  :

Nr .

1 , Scund Eccnoitiic condition 21 48

2 , Parenfal Education 23 48

3. Parental Motivaticn 39 83

4. Parental support for Fees 17 3h

5 * Parental support for Books 20 42

6 , Provision of Clothinq 20 42

7 - Provisicn of space for study 1 2 25

8 . Provisiai academic support 13 27

9. Self Mctivation 17 36

1 0 . Position attitude of teachers 24 51



Community Leaders  S c h e d u le  ;

CommunitY l ea de r s  ag r ee  that they have not done 

anything for the promotion of g i r l s  e d uc a t i o n .

84% of them agree  that  g i r l s  education can promote 

women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s /  prepare 

for l e a d e r s h i p  h elp  in r e du c i n g  family s i z e .  They 

also  ag r ee  that both boys and g i r l s  have equal 

freedom in the s o c i e t y .

Only 7 8 % agree  in keeping  the household property 

in loint a c c o un t .

U t i l i t y  of G i r l ' s  E d u c at io n

I . Develops a positive self-image and 

confidence among gicls

Agree

30 93

2. Prepares girls for economic
ccntributicn 30 93

3. Can improve health and nutriticnal

status of children and other family 29 90

members

4. Will insure education of future 30 93

generation

Will make girls and women aware of 

their rights

b.

28 87

27 84
Helps raise age at marriage and reduce 

maternal/ infant and child mortality

7. Helps in reducing the family size 27 84

B. Will prepare girls for leadershiip roles

in society ^

9. Will prepare girls for participatiori and

iecisicn making process in all walks

of life for e.g.  family/ panchayats/

munidpalitiee and legislature 28 87

10. Any ether_______ ___________________________________ _



PerceptLcn of Gender Equality

1. Girls and boys need equal 

education

9. Both have same intelligence and 

abilities

11. Husband and wife should take all 

decisicns iointlY

Agree

100

2. Both need to be givoi equal

amount of food 32 100

3. Beth need to be given equal 

health care and mecJical attention

when needed 32 100

4. Bcjth can be assigned the same

duties/proper abilities 28 87

‘3. Beth should be givai the same

freedom 27 84

b. Beth should be given equal time

to play 28 87

7, Beth can perform all tasks

equally well 26 81

8 . Both can have similar occupaticns 25 78

28 87

10. Man and woman should be paid

equal wages for equal work 30 93

32 100

12. House hold work must be sharec3

by all members of the household 29 90

13. Assets of the family should be 

registered in joint names of

husband and wife 25 78



A d mi ni st rato rs  Schedule  :

61% of the a d m i n is tr a to rs  are  of the o p i n i o n  that 

drop outs in schools  are due to lack of help  at 

home/ i l l n e s s /  domestic  work/  parental  i l l i t e r a c y  

and acceptance  by the family  members.

44% of the a dm i n i s t r a t o r s  say that early m a rr ia ges  

is one of the reasons  for drop-outs .

72% or them do not agree  that both boys and q i r l s  

have the same i n t ell iq ence . I ns t i t iit 1 ona I heads 

sc'hedui e .

Main Reasons for Girls Ccntinmng their Educaticn in School

Agree

1. Better economic standing of a 

haisehold 3 44

10 552. Parmtal education

3. Paraital motivation 6 33



Parental Support like :

1. Payment of ncn-tuiticn fees 

(other than tuiticn fees)

Give main Reasons for Drop exit at GirLs :

Agree

o/

2. Provisicn of books and staticnery 9 50

3. Provisicn of adeqioate food and

clothing H

4. Creating space and time for

studies at home 1 1  61

5. Provisiai cof academic support

(themselves or paid) 2̂

b. Self motivaticn of the girl child 1.1 ol

Agree %

1. Inability of parents to pay extra

tuiticn fee/fund 17 94

2. Helping parents in occupation 7 38

3* Domestic work 19  03

4, Care of siblings -•

38
5. Absence of support services e.g.

Anganwadies# BetLwadies# Creches ^

6 . Early marriage 8 44

7. Social taboo on onset of puberty ^2 66

8 . Parental lack of mctlvaticn 1-0 55

9. Lack of academic support/help from 

parent-s/family members/others

10. School for away 72

11. iJn-attractive school environment i-5 83

1 2 . Un-suitable school timings 16 38

13. Failure 15 ^3



Give main reascns for Girls not Attending School :

Agree I

1. Inability of parents to pay fees/fund 17 94

2. Inability of patents to provide

clcthes and shoes 16 88

3. Inability of parents to provide books 15 83

4. Helping par aits in occupaticn 7 &1

5- Care of siblings '• 5‘3

b- Parent^Ll illiteracy 35

Utility o£ Girls Educaticn :

Agree %

1. Develops a positive self image and

ccnfidence amongst girls 18 100

2. Prepares girls for ecmomic
ccntribution 18 100

3. Can improve health and nutriticnal

status of children and other ^3 ĵ qO

family members

4. Helps in reducing the family size 18

5. Win prepare girls for leadership

holes in society 18 1 ^^

b. V^iH prepare girls for participaticn

and decisicn making process in a H  

walks of life e .g . family# panchayats, 

mundpalities and legislation IB 100
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PerceptiGn of Gender Equality :

Agree %

1. Girls and boys need equal

education 18 100

2. Beth need to be given

equal amount of food 9 50

3. Both need to be given equal

healtli care and medical

attention when needed IH WO

4. Bc:th can be assigned the

same duties/responsibilities 14 7 7

5. Both should be given the

same freedom 1 1  ol

0, Both should be given equal

time to play

/. Beth can perform aU  taks

equally w ell

8 . Bot î ban have similar

occupations

10. Men and women should be paid 

equal wages for equal work

11. Husband and wife should take 

aH  decisions jointly

12. Household work must be sheared 

by all members of the household

14

11

Both have same intelligence 

and abilities

13. Assests of the family should 

be registered in joint names 

of husband and wife

Ot)

17 94

17 94

18 100



DISCOURAGING FACTORS FOR GIRLS CONTINUING IN SCHOOLS

MALAPPURAM DISTRICT

Lack of h;Jet:tLi 

f a c i J i t Y

Pe rc e nt a ge  of C h i l d r e n  

engaged in cas e  ot s i b l i n g s

‘18 .7%

Pe rc e nt a ge  of Houses whicti ,

used wood a s a F u e l

P e r ce n ta ge  of C h il d re n  ^

Engaged f e t c h i n g  fuel  ' "

1 0 %



• )  '':5

ENCOURAGING FACTORS FOR GIRLS CONTINUING IN SCHOOLS

MALAPPURAM DISTRICT

Free  Books : 8 8 . 6%

Free S t a t io n er y  : 8 5 . 3%

F ree Uni t orms : 8 6 .2 %

Free Meals : b 4 . 8 %
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n  ®irls u d  Boys need equal educa ion.
2) lotk Mtd to be given eî ual uou:it of food.
3) lotk ftctd to be given equal heal h care and ledical attention. 
41 loth CM bt assigned saac duties/.esponsibilites.
5) lotk tkould be given the saM freedoe.
6) lotk should b* 9»vii3r equal tiM  to play.
7)’ loth caa t«*k, •q^aijy »«n.

3) 8oth can have s i i i l a r  occupations.
?) 3oth have saae intelligence and a b i li t ie s .
10) Hen and voMn should be paid equal vages for equ^l wrk
11)  Husband and wife should take a ll decisions jo in tly .
12) House-hold work tust be shared by a ll w ibers of the 

house hold.
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2) Prtiires girls tor econotu contributjoii.

3) C4J) is|>roye health and nutntioml status o? chsloren an; 
otlitr fM i iy  Mfltors.

4) H i l l  M f u r f  tttycatioflii  future ^ f n t n u o r .
5) Kill atke oirit and vomer, a#arf c  tiwar nohts.

5) I'ajM at Mrritf; and rrtnc* Mteriwi, 

infant iRd cliiid MrUhty

7) ttelp< in rciicing iMiiy size.

8) Bill prcpire qjris for iea<rr5t»ip roles in society.

'?) Mill Oftfwe qiris for |»rticiMtion afld oecision-«Jtiaq 

process in aii m1*5 o< lue ts. Panchayath,

Itanicipality and L e fts iaU re .



The study in Malappuram D i s t r i c t  reveal  that 

early  marriage/  domestic  work/  care of s i b l i n g s  and 

poverty  are main reasons  for g i r l  drop o u t s .  No 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  is  seen in d i s t r i b u t i o n  of food c l o t h e s  

aand l e ar n in g  m a t e r i a l s  among g i r l s  and b oy s .  But i t  

is  seen that only women and g i r l s  are  engaged in 

domestic  work and care  of l i v e s t o c k .  2 0 % school  g i r l s  

do not: have (conducive atmosphere at home.

Parents e xp re ss  tJie d i f f i c u l t i e s  without  e l e c t r i c  

f a c i l i t i e s .  40% do not have P r i v at e  t o i l e t s .  They 

reveal  that  dropouts  are  due Lo t h e i r  

i n e f f i c i e n c y  in p r o v i d i n g  extra t u i t i o n  f e e s .  

Half  the h ous ehol ds  do not agree  in keeping the 

family a s s e t s  j o i n t l y .  46% of the households  do 

not p e r c e i v e  that  both boys and g i r l s  enjoy equal  

fr e ed om .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Heads and t ea che rs  r eveal  the l a ck  

of f a c i l i t i e s  l i k e  L i b r a r y /  Laboratory  and 

T o i l e t .  M a j o r i t y  of t e a c h e r s  agree  the  u t i l i t y  

of g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n .  Educ at ion  help g i r l s  to 

develop  s e l f  image/  improve h e a l t h /  ensure

educ ati on  of f a i l u r e  g e n e r a t i o n /  r ed uc e  family  

r i s e  and p re p ar i ng  for l e a d e r s h i p .  But only 60% 

agree  t ha t  family a s s e t s  should  be r e g i s t e r e d  

in noint names.

A ccordi ng  to dropout g i r l s  eventhough they ar e

w i l l i n g  to c o nt i nue  in s c h o ol s  t h e i r  parents  do 

not l i k e  to send them.  Most of them were  r e g u l a r  

and pun ct ual  64% of dropouts  are  seen from 

second standard- They a r e  in need of b o o k s / 

s t a t i o n e r y  and u n i f o r m s .  Poverty i s  the reason 

for t he i r  d r op o u t s .

Major Findings ;



1

Community l e a d e r s  i n te r v i e w ed  in this  D i s t r i c t  

reveal  that they have not done anything  for the 

promotion of g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n .  84% of them a g r e e  

that g i r l s  e duc ati on  can promote women ' s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s /  prepare  for  

l e a d e r s h i p /  r ed uc ing  family  s i z e .  Only 78% a g r e e  

in keeping the family  a s s e t s  in j o i n t  account ,

Edu( :ational A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  p e r c e i v e  that dropout 

of g i r l s  ar e  due to l ack  of help  in s t u d i e s /  

p ar en tal  i l l i t e r a c y /  i l l n e s s  and domestic w o rk ,  

7 2-% do not a gr e e  that both g i r l s  and boys have 

equal i n t e l l i g e n c e .  U n s u i t a b l e  school  timing is  

a l s o  one of reasons  for g i r l s  d ro po ut .  I n a b i l i t y  

to pay t u i t i o n  fee /  books and s t a t i o n e r y  are a l s o  

reasons for not a 1 1  endi ng s c h o o l . These  is cent 

p er ce n ta ge  agreement in the u t i l i t y  of g i r l s  

educati  o n .
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PART - IV

C onclusions  :

"Women g i f t e d  wi th  high mental c a p a c i t i e s  is  

the companion of man in a i l  r e s p e c t s .  She has the  

right to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the minutes d e t a i l s  of the 

a c t i v i t i e s  of man and has the same right  of freedom 

and l i b e r t y .  She  i s  e n t i t l e d  to have a supreme p l a c e  

in her own s p h e r e  of a c t i v i t y ,

Man and women are  equal in s tatus  but not 

i d e n t i c a l .  They a re  complementary to one an other .  Each 

helps  one a n o t h e r  in a l l  spheres  of L i f e .  T h e r e f o r e  

it- follows  as a n e c e s s a r y  c o r o l l a r y  from these f a c t s  

Lhat anything  that w i l l  u np ai r  the s ta tus  of e i t h e r  

of them w i l l  i n v o l v e  the equal ruin of b o t h " .  Mahatma 

Gandhi  3 1 a r d e n t l y  a d v o c a t e s  womens r ig h ts  and t h e i r

s ta tus  in the  s o c i e t y .  In the post independence

period  the s t a t u s  of women in Kerala  has improved

amai zi ng ly  when compared to other s ta t es  of I n d i a .

Kerala  has become a u n iq u e  model in the f i e l d  ot

l i t e r a c y .  Women of K e r a l a  have achi eved  three  times 

more l i t e r a c y  than the  female  p op ula ti on  of In di a  in 

g e n e r a l .  L i f e  e xp ec ta nc y  of K er al a  female is h i g he r  

than that of males  of I n d i a .  I n f a n t  and g i r l  c h i l d  

mortal i ty  r a t e s  a r e  very  low in K e r al a .  Sex r a t i o

g i v e s  excess  number of women over men. I n s p i t e  of a l l

these  women of K e r a l a  are  s t i l l  depr ive d  off  e q ua l i t y  

of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in e d uc at i ona l#  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,

a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d s .  T hi s  study tr i ed  to 

seek out the  d i f f e r e n t  e nc ouraging  and d i s c o u r a g i n g



f actors  in the f i e l d  of e duc ati on .  It is t r u e  that 

Kerala j i r l  coday spends more time in the name of 

education  than her mother.  De sp it e  the s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

adorned to women in K e r a l a /  d iv or ces /  d e s e r t i o n  have 

i n cr ea se d  enormously much during the post i n d e p e n de n ce  

p e r i o d .  It is evi dent  that there  is  no gender  e q u a l i t y  

and j u s t i c e  for  the d e s e r t e d  women e s p e c i a l l y  among 

the lower c l a s s e s .  W h i l e  seeking an e x p l a n a t i o n  fo r  

this  malady a d e t a i l e d  study has to be c onducted  

throughout the S t a t e .  Kerala  with  its  p r o g r e s s i v e  

p o l i c i e s  in every fiel(3,  the women are  t led of with 

the strong b l a c k  chain ol dowry.  Even now S i t  a and 

Sa vat hr i  are upheld  as modeJs of women. Almost in al l  

s t r a t a  of s oc i et y  woman can marry only once even if  

her husband is a w i f e  b ea te r  drunkard/  gambler  or 

womanizer ,  fiet duty Is to serve  and obey iiim b l i n d l y .

Education is the only instrument through which  

the status  o£ women can be  r a i s e d .  N a t io n a l  P ol ic v  

on Education of 1986 e n v i sa ge s  that " E d u c a t i o n  w i l l  

be used as an agent for  b as i c  change in the s ta t u s  

of women. In order to n e u t r a l i s e  the accumulated  

d i s t o r t i o n s  of the f a s t ,  there  wi l l  be a w e l l  

conceived  edge in favour  of women. The  n a t i o n a l  

e ducati on  system w i l l  play  a p o s i t i v e ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n a l  

role /  in the empowerment of women. It w i l l  f os te r  the 

development of new ; a l u e s  through r e d e si g n ed  

c u r r i c u l a /  text books/  the t r a i n i n g  and the 

o r i e n t a t i o n  of tea che rs  d e c i s i o n  makers and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and a c t i v e  involvement of e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  In order to o p e r a t r o n a l i s e  the p o l i c y  

MHRD has i n c l u d e  a "hapter  on education for women's  

e q ua l i t y  in the document- The  various  s t r a t e g i e s



i nc l u d e  phased time-cound programmes or elementary 

e ducati on/  a d u l t  e d uc a t i o n ,  v o c a t i o n a l /  t echni cal  and 

p r c t e s s i o n a l  e duc ati on  to be implemented v i g o r o u s l y  

with renewed commitment.  I f  the education is to have  

any value  for women,  it must be a means to r a i s e  t h e i r  

c o nsc ious ne ss  about the op p re s si v e  s t r u ct u re  that

keeps them in a p o s i t i o n  of p o w e r l e s s n e s s .  In a d d i t i o n  

to the 3 Rs e d u c a t i o n  for  women should  be to b ri n g  

out what is  i n s i d e  women.  When we educate  women, we

educate  tthe e n t i r e  f a m i l y .  Education of women put 

new l i f e  to the  community.  Half of the population  are

women, who are  encouraged  only in cooking and caring .

When we a n a l y s e  the work load of men and women it is

evident  that work load of women s ur p as s es  the worK 

load of men,  Shie is carrying  a double  b ur de n .

T r a d i t i o n s  and customs i n h i b i t ,  women from g a i n i n g

e q u a l i t y .  D i s t r i c t  primary educ ati on  programmes 

u n de r ta k e  the p r o c e s s  o£ womens enpowerment in K.erala.  

The s t r a t e g i e s  embodied in NPE and POA, if  implemented 

in true  s p i r i t  t he re  i s  no doubt that women w i l l  be

empowered s u f f i c i e n t l y  in the n ea r  f a i l u r e  and 

l i b e r a t e d  from the t r a d i t i o n a l  taboos .

E duc at io n  by i t s e l f  cannot l i b e r a t e  women. A 

strong mass movement s hould  be organiz ed  by

e n l i g h t e n e d  women l e a de r s  in the rural  areas  of the

s t a t e .  The d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t a g i e s  for implementation 

are  g i v en  b e l o w .

S t r a t e g ie s  :

I ,  From the school  going  g i r l  s c h e du l e  it is  c l e a r

that a l l  most a l l  g i r l ,  p u p i l s  have to do



domescic '.vork, leLc hi na  water  from wells  which 

are at a d i s t a n c e of -250 metres/  j r a z e c a t t le /  

care of s i b i l i n g s ,  cooking/  and care of s ic k  

members.  Parents  should  be made aware that both 

boys and g i r l s  can s har e  the re  jobs  e qu al l y .

2.  There  are twenty p e r c e n t a g e  of g i r l s  who feel

the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  at home in providing  books/  

s t a ti o na ry  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s oc ial  

a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  can be eleminated  by o r i en ti n g  

the par en ts  about gendet e q u a l i t y .

J.  Poverty is one of r eas ons  for drop outs« The

needy p up i l s  may be pr ovi de d  with books/  

uniforms and s t a t i o n e r y  i te ms .

4 .  For tha^e  who can not at te nd  tui ti on  may be 

helped at school i t s e l f .  Te ac he r s  may be proided 

with i n c e n t i v e s  for extra  work.

5.  Only 20% of the sc ho ol s  are  having t o i l e t  

f a c i l i t i e s .  S e pe r at e  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  may be 

p r o v i d e d .

6 . Many p u p i l s  fai l  in mathe mati cs .  These  c las s es  

may be made i n t e r e s t i n g  by p rovi ding  learning  

aids  and new t e c h n i q u e s .

DIET may be i n v o l v e d  in h el pin g  the teachers  

to make the c l a s s e s  more a t t r a c t i v e .

The g i r l  p u p i l s  r a r e l y  take  part in dance# drama

and other a c t i v i t i e s  in the s c h o o l s . The 

teachers  and HMS may be o r i e n t e d  in this  respect 

and maice su re  'cnat the g i r l  c hil d re n  also  get
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equal c p p o r c u n i t i gs  in a i l  the programmes of 

the school  .

8 , 82% of the  g i r l s  are  engaged in f e tc hi ng  water- 

The Pa nchayaths  concerned  may be r equested  to 

pr ov i de  water  f a c i l i t i e s  for each house.

9 ,  Many h ouses  are  not e l e c t r i f i e d .  This  may be 

brought to the n o t i c e  of the a u t h o r i t i e s  and 

ne ce s sa ry  steps  may be taken tc e l e c t r i f y  the 

houses e s p e c i a l l y  in the v i l l a g e s  area .

10- Par ents  may be o r i e n t e d  to send the g i r l

c h i l d r e n  on a l l  working  days to the a c h o o i s .

i j . 30% of the  drop oucs are  due to early m a r r i a g e .

T hi s  may be p r eve nt ed  by i ssuing  Government 

o r d e r s .

1 2 .  The t e a c h e r s  complain l ac k  of conveyance  to 

reach t h e i r  s c h o ol s *  T h i s  may be r e c t i f i e d  by 

p r o v i d i n g  more bus s e r v i c e s  in the p a n c h a y a t h s .

1 3 .  44% of the  p ar e nt s  send the  g i r l s  for economic 

c o n t r i b u t i o n .  Job o r i e n t e d  courses  may be 

p r o v i d e d  in the P a n c h a y a t h .  T hi s  w i l l  help  g i r l  

c h i l d r e n  to sta rt  t h e i r  own small i n d u s t r i e s .

1 4 .  P r o v i s i o n  may be done  to improve the h e al t h  

c o n d i t i o n s  of g i r l  c h i l d r e n .  Frequent medical

check ups by q u a l i f i e d  d oc tor s  may be a rr ang ed

in each s c h o o l .  P a r e n t s  may be o r i e n t e d  to 

p r o v i d e  n u t r i t i o u s  food for the c h i I d r e n .
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• i s a q r e e  _n ;eeDinci ihe  lamilv  issecs in ^ o i n t  

names.  icmen leaaers .nay oe i n v i c a a  and pe op le  

:nay ce Drientea on ziie advantages of keeping

: o i n c  acccunts .

6 . In this district  50% of the women do not take

part in any of zhe social acti ' / ities  or memDers

-)f Manila  Mandais. >JFF workers or Mehru Yuvak 

Aendra memoers can do some vork in the 

r'ancnayats “ o ;noDilize nhe women.

. Most of ’:he women are  not aware oc their  r i g n ts

and d u t i e s .  This  D i s t r i c t  is  naving more 

Muslims ,  io laws concerning t he ir  r e l i g i o n  may 

oe extsncea to ill  women of that community.

Programme Areas :

Ma]or orcgramme areas are  i d e n t i f i e d .

S o c / l l  M o b il is a t io n  on Glirls Education  :

."ompaigns to create  parental  awareness  and

.Tioti vat 1  on .

O r i e n t a t i o n  programme or community l e a d e r s ,

memoers or Panchavaths and soci al  w o r k e r s -

Streng the ni ng  Mahila  M a n d al s .



; ncenci ves  _o oe <- îven to ail Jirls

- r ee ; c c k 3  dna 3 ca ci cner-.-

2 . ■Jniic.rms

2 . M ocn meai

4. r rans p ortaci cn : aciliti- es

3. T'jLiticTi faci-iities "cr “-he needy.

Support S e r v i c e s  .

1. Mere c r e c n e s /  day -are centres  and a n g a n/ a di  s

:nav >e : ; rovi(ied.

£ i c e nt re s  may oe c-rovided so as to neip ‘.ne  

'•’ r'.CGur ; r 1 :c> :onrinuG ~heir s t u d i e s .

i .  ;v'-::nori 111 es nay ca/.e ;t:eps ':c ::ring tne arcccuiis

:::: rhe s c ho oi  again ov provi din gg  compensacery

ecucanion  in these  MFE : e n t r e s .

4 .  jenaer i e n s i  t i zat 1  on among the so c ia l  'vorkers .

G ender  S e n s i t i e s  C u rriculu m  Oeveiop nent  and T r a n s a c t io n :

r cm 'ihe very early  clas ses  Ge nd er

■n t e r n a i 1 s a t i o n  is : e i t .  For example washing or 

i c t h e s  IS p i c t u r i s e d  as an act done by mother 

-niy.  Such  int  e n a l i s a t i o n  may oe i d e n t i f i e d  and 

removed from texts  of a l l  c l a s s e s .

c e a c h e t s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  nay be o r i e n t e d

:c  : h i 3 o e r s p e c t i o n .
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PART - V

CASE STUDY

N a t io n a l  Youth Award for  a P h y s ic a lly  

H andicapped  G i r l

R a b ia  :

The p h y s i c a l l y  h an di cap pe d  g i r l  who c a n n ' t stand 

or even s i l t  comfortably*  But she was honoured at the 

N a t i o n a l  l e ve l *  She r e c ei v ed  the N a t i o na l  Youth Award 

from the Ho nourable  Prime M i n i s t e r  of I n d i a  on

1 2 . 1 , 1 9 9 4 .

On b e h a l f  of S m t . K . K .  Lalitha# The S t a te  

C o- or di nato r ,  Gender S t u d i e s ;  Kerala /  S r i .

M -M . R a m a k r i s h n a n / D t . Co-ordinator /  Gender s t u d i e s /  

Malappuram met her at her r e s i d e a c e  in V e l l i l a k k a d  

a v i l l a g e  near  T h i r o o r a n g a d i  in Malappuram D i s t r i c t .  

Her au t ob io g ra p hy  g i v e s  i n s p i r a t i o n  to a l l  women of 

Indi  a .

A B r i e f  Report about her L i f e  and A c t i v i t i e s  :

Rabia h a i l s  from an or di nary  f a m i l y .  She has 

f i v e  s i s t e r s .  A l l  of them except Ra bia /  are  mar r ie d .  

Her f a t h er  is working as a Salesman in a Local 

r a t i o n  shop.

Rabis  was forced  to stop her formal education  

af te c  her -Pre-Degree Cour se  in P . S . M . O .  College#

Tlii roorangadi  .



But the deformity  of her l e g s  or s p in a l  cord 

could not c l i p  the wings of her d e s i r e  to c on t in u e  

her e d u c a t i o n .

She c o l l e c t e d  books and news pa pe rs  from wherever  

p o s s i b l e  and c ontinued  her s t u d y .  She found d e l i g h t  

in r e a d i n g .  W i t h i n  years she p as s ed  the B . A .  ( H i s t o r y )  

de gr e e  exa mi nat ion  a v a i l a i n g  the D i s t a n c e  E duc at io n  

f a c i l i t y  of t:he I n d i r a  riandhi N a t i o na l  Open 

Uni '/ 1. . .  zy t New De 1 hi -

Meanwhile  she had s t a r t e d  t u i t i o n  c l a s s e s  for 

the scnool  g o i ng  c h il d re n  of her village=.  It  was a 

great  s u c c e s s .  Her stud ent s  s cor ed  high  marks in the  

exa mi nat io ns  conducted  in s c h o o l s .

The p a s s i v e  a t t i t u d e  of the v i l l a g e r s  began to 

ch an ge .  They shoyly  r e c o g n i z e d  the me ri t s  of her wor k .

It was in  1990- ' 91  S r i .  S u b a i r  who was w or king  

as an I n s t r u c t o r  in the " S a k s h a r a t h a " Cl as s  ( L i t e r a c y  

C l a a s s )  could not c on t in u e  h i s  work due to c e r t a i n

p e r s o na l  p r o b le ms .  He pers uad ed  Ra bi a  to work as the  

I n s t r u c t o r  and c o nt in ue  the c l a s s .  At that time t he r e

were 7 L e a r n e r s .

Rabia  a g r e e d .  But t he r e  w ere  c e r t a i n  l e g a l  

pr ob l em s .  She had not un de r go n e  the course for  th e

I n s t r u c t o r s .  Though the  L i t e r a c y  M i s s i o n  was

f u n c t i o n i n g  f or  Non-formal e d uc a t i o n /  t he s e

f o r m a l i t i e s  had to be s t r i c t l y  f o l l o w e d .

But the p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of Rabia  was so b a d .  

She was under t r e at m e nt .  She could  not thi nk  or d oi ng  

courses  and completing  the other  o f f i  c ial  f o r m a l i t i e s .
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She began to teach the seven l i t e r a t e  l e a r n e r s .  

She used the text  books p r e s c ri b ed  for the 

" S a k s h a r a t h a " C l a s s e s .  3ut she taught many other 

thi ng s  which were more u s e f u l  for p r a c t i c a l  l i f e .  She 

i n s p i r e d  them by n a r r a t i n g  the e xp e ri en c es  of Mahatma 

G a n d h i j i /  Abraham L i n co ln /  J a w a h a r l a l  Nehru/  I n d i r a  

Gandhi  e tc .  She taught many b a s i c  and simple  f a c t s  

of h eal th  any hygi ene /  A r i t h m a t i c  r e l a t e d  to p r a c t i c a l  

l i f e .  e tc .  Mere " l e t t e r s "  of an Alphabet  was not her 

prime concern.  She worked for the alround development 

of the l e a r n e r s .

The number of 1 e a rn er s  was i n c r e a s i n g . 11

reached 9 2 .  Her l i f e  became very b u sy .  She was s t i l l  

conducting  the t u i t i o n  c l a s s e s  in the day-time.

One of her s i s t e r s  h elp ed  h e r .  Later some of 

her f i r s t  back l e a r n e r s  a l s o  helped  h e r .  They were  

competent to se rve  as I n s t r u c t o r s  in her clas s  rooms

for the i l l i t e r a t e s .

She had to go to K o t t ak ka l  to c ont in ue  the

Ayurveda treatment and P h y s i o - t h e r a p y . The treatment 

was h i gh ly  e x p e n s i v e .

T e c h n i c a l l y /  her c l a s s e s  were  not or g an i se d  or

c o n t r o l l e d  by the  " S a k h a r a t h a  Sami t h y " ( L it er ac y

M i s s i o n )  at f i r s t .  But Mr .  K u r u v i l a  John/  then 

D i s t r i c t  C o l l e c t o r  v i s i t e d  her C l a s s  and he was h i g h l y  

imprseed by the p er forma nc e  of  the l e a r n e r s  as w i l l  

as the In st ru ct or  R a b i a .  MMr.  Hamza T h a y y i l /  the 

C o - o r d i n a t o r / Nehru Yuvak Kendra? M r . Kunhahammed/ the 

D i s t r i c t  Youth Co-or din ator /  P r o f .  C .P . Mohemed/  the 

P ro je c t  O f f i c e r /  Tanur a l so  a p p r e c i a t e d  and encouraged 

her a c t i v i t i e s .
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The p re se nt  D i s t r i c t  C o l l e ct or  S r i .

K . P .  B a l a k r i s h n a n / I . A . S .  i s  a l s o  taking  been i n t e r e s t  

in her a c t i v i t i e s .

Now s he  has s t a r t e d  a D . W . C . R . A .  unit  c a l l e d  

" A ks h ar a  E n v e l o p e s "  f i n a n c e d  by a Bank.  Poor women/ 

the N e o - l i t e r a t e s  are  w or kin g  t h e r e .  T h e i r  b u s i n e s s  

is  in steady p r o g r e s s .

Mahilasamajam ot N e o - l i t e r a t e  women 

f u n c t i o n i n g  un de r  her g u i d a n c e  in her v i l l a g e *

1  s

Now a good l i b r a r y  i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  in her house*  

It i s  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .

" J a n a v i d y a  K endra"  j s  e f f e c t i v e l y  f u n c t i o n i n g

in her r e s i d e n c e .  The Pa nc h ay a th  is  r e g u l a r l y  

s up pl ying  the Newspapers  and other  p e r i o d i c a l s .

Now th e  v i l l a g e  is b l e s s e d  wi th  road and

e l e c t r i c i t y  p r a c t i c a l l y  i t  was a r e c o g n i t i o n  to the  

s e r v i c e s  of R a b i a .

Now R a b i a /  28# is  t h i n k i n g  of completing the

M . A .  ( H i s t o r y )  c ourse  in IGNOU.  But the problem i s ,

she g e ts  very l i t t l e  time to s p a r e  for her s t u d i e s .  

Eventhough s h e  is  in need of money/ she  donated  the

Award money R s . 1 0 / 0 0 0 / -  f o r  the  w e l f a r e  of the

1 e a r n e r s .

She can move only w i t h  the  help of a

w h e e l - c h a i r . But she  is  t h e  moving f o r c e  beh in d  the

a c t i v i t i e s  whi  ch are  showly chang ing the image and

ap pearance  of he whole  v i l l a g e .
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