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F O R E W O R D

Riiral Functional Literacy Program m e has been under im plem entation in the State as a  continuation of the 
Farm ers’ Functioaal Literacy Program m e, wiiich was started during  1973. T he program m e is now im plem ented 
in the Districts of Trivandrum , Alleppey, T richur, Palghat and  Clannanore. T he  annual tai get is to operate 1500 
Functional Literacy Centres a t the ra te  of 300 each in these districts. Tw o Blocks have been selected in each district, 
am i in each Block in turn 150 centres are fimctioning. There w ill be 30 learners in a  Centre. Thus in 10 Blocks 
1500 centres are run to serve 45000 learners per yeai'. T he duration  of a centre is 10 m onths w ith 300 hours of work. 
Till 1982-83 about 2,12,054 learners were m ade literate under F F L P  and  R F L P  on functional grounds. D uring 
till- cm rent yea r 1500 centr es have been opened and 45,000 learners are  a ttending in these classes.

The State Resource Centre for A dult I'klucation in Kerala, which was set up under the N alional Adult Ed uration 
Programme (NAEP) lias conduct«xl a cxMicuirent evaluation on the im plem entation of the Program m e in 
PeTunikadavila Block of T rivandrum  District dm’ing the year 1982-83. T lie study report is the first of its kind 
conducted oil RFLP in K erala anti therefore bear m uch im portance.

The State Government is publishing the study report through the R iu a l Inform ation Bureau of the Develop­
m ent Depart meat, since it is fell that the study will be of considerable use to all those concerned with R FLP in this 
State nnd in the other Stales.

r am  utilising tliis occasion to express my gratitude to Prof. N. P. Filial, D irector of the State Resource Gentj e 
a n d  his team for having conducted this useful study.

P. S h a n m u g h a su n d a h a m ,

rrivandrum, Development (Commissioner and Secretary to
18-1-1984. Governmnt.



PRFFA CE

This is the first study of its kind done in K erala, though evaluation or appraisal studies 
of NAEP Centres, some on a more extensive scale, have been carried out in a  few places elsewhere 
in India by external agencies. I t  tries to combine and  co iT ela te  the conditions in which the 
Adult Education Centres are run  under the R ural Functional Literacy Project in  the State and 
the achievements of the learners in the 3 R ’s as well as in  oracy, awareness of problems f)f livitig 
and knowledge of a vocation. For siuveying the facilities available in  the literacy centres and 
for assessing the achievements of the learners, reliance has been m ade on the anim ators for the 
simple reason tlial they were Ihe peisons who knew best the ceulres anfl their lea rn ers . The evalii* 
atii»n of the learners has been done in a ra ther uni(|ue way, com bining I lie advantages of both 
an external and an  internal evaluation. Thtr test paper was set by the Director of the State 
Resource Ceutrf; for Noii-forrrial Fducation, an external expert, liut it was given to the anim ators 
t)f the R. F. L. P. Centres at least one. m onth ahead of the testing tim e, and  they were asked to 
I’aniiliarise the learneis w ith all items in the lest and get them  answered without setting any restric­
tions as in a formal exam ination. The valuation of the answer scripts was also left to be done by 
the animators, ihougli strictly according to instructions given, and later subjficted to a scrutiny 
by the SRC. This procedure was decided npon as it offers a solut ion to the vagaries of an cxfrrnal 
evaluation conducted by persons who m ay or may not set questions on the basis of objectives and 
value their answers w ithout knowing what the learners have be('n taught, and the vagaries of the 
internal examiners w h o  m ay not seek to test all tiie objectives il they have not covered tlu^m in 
teachuig auc\ may sliii t\y and im parlially evalvialc ihe scripts of their own wards, ll is not 
claimed that this is a flawless m ethod of assessment, but it  can be perfected if  proper pre< aiuions 
are taken a g a in st wilful misuse o f the trust imposed on th e  in tern a l evaluators.

I f  the learners of the R F L P  Centres in Perumkadavila Block have secured above averagt-; 
scores in  all the objectives tested, it may partly  be due to  this procedure o f testing. Vo a large 
extent, however, the credit for it should go to the anim ators, supervisors and  all the other project 
staff who had done com m endable work. Therefore, the findings of this study, if  widely dissemi­
nated, wo\ild certainly help lend encouragem ent to all w ho work in th e  R FL P sector in the diffe­
rent districts of the State and to some extent ofli'er guidelines to all others as well, w ho are engaged 
in the task of A dult Education for im proving their performance. I t  is this conviction that prompts 
the State Resource Centre for Non-formal I'klucation, K erala, to wehionie the publication of tills 
Rj'port by the R ural Inform ation Bureau of the Developinent 1 )(;partment, Goverm nent ol Kerala 
for and on behalf of the SRC.

We are grateful to the Minister, the Secretary Shri M . Shanm ugha Sundararn, Shri 
M  K am aluddin Sahib, D eputy Development Commissioner and Ex-officio Dc;puty Secretary, 
Shri E, Vasu, Chief Oflicer, R IB  all othei officers of the Development D epartm ent 
for this kind gesture of goodwill and support to the SRC and  the pntject staff fot all 
the help given. W e are specially indebted to the Secretary, Development D cpartnient, for the 
foreword he has been kind enough to write. O ur thanks are due also to the? ( Ihief Officer of the 
Rural Inform ation Buretau tor getting the Report print(;ci and publishc'd In 4 very short time. 
We sincerely hope tha t the SRC^/KANFED would continue to get sinplar c(3-(<peration and  help 
from the D epartm ent in all its eudeavoius in future.

State Resource Centre, D h. N. P. PILLAI.
K ANFED, Saksharata Bhavan,
T  rivandrum -14.
30-12-1983.
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I. IN T R O D U C T IO N

1. CMbjectives o f  the study

Tlie Rural Functional Literacy Project (RFLP) was im plem ented in 5 Districts of the State of K erala, nam ely 
Trivandrum , Alleppey, T richur, Palghat and Cannanore in 1982-83. In  each D istrict two Development Blocks were 
selected for the purpose, as given under

Trivandrum Perum kadavila
Vellanad

Alleppey M uthukulam
Haripad

I'richur Vadakkancherri
Chevannoor

Palghat Attappadi
Clattoor

C lannanore K anjangad
Neeleswarain

In each of’ ihcse Blocks 150 literacy centres were run under tlie control f)f a Project Officer An Assistant 
Development ( lojimiissioner exercised general supervision and gave necessary directions from time to time

In July  1982 the State Resoiuce Centre for Non-formal Education (S.R.C.) establislied in the Kerala Asso­
ciation for Non-formal Edxication and Development (KANB’KD) decifled to conduct a survey of the literacy centres in 
one of the Blocks to find out the facilities offered in these centres for the eft'ective impleiiientatioiv of the aduU etlucation 
program m e and evaluate the learners to find out the strengths and  weakneiises of the program m e and  the ir learning 
achievements. The Director, SRC personally discussed this m atter with Shri P. Padm anablia Pillai, Project Ofhcer, 
K F liP , I'rivandrum  District and at his invitati(m, participated in the  training camp for R FLP workers being conducteil 
a t that time in the V ellauad Block, T rivandrum  District to personally acquaint himself w ith the i»roblems confronted 
by the organizers and literacy W(»rkers (animators) and tluur perceptions about the programme. This was iu the m onth 
o f September. T he Director then visiteil some of the literacy centres run by different agencies in IV ivandrum  District 
including the R FL P to find out for himself the actual situation in which learning was im parted and the way it was 
tloaie. After studying all the conveniences that tfie researchers could get in Vellanad and Perumkadavila Blocks 
including easy access to the literacy centres, the D irector finally suggested that the study should be conducted in the 
Perum kadavila Block, and the Project Officer agreed.

This is a  *tyt)e’ study. I’he conditions this stuily would reveal will more or le.ss be the same in «‘vety other 
Block where the R FL P is organized. The strengths arul weaknesses of the program m e, as revealed, will also be the 
sam e in most places. Hence the suggestions for im piovem ent, ofTered as a result of this study, will also be applicable 
to all literacy centres run under the RI'LI*. M any oi the^e may, 1)* .ipplicabU to all lit* racy centreH,
lu i i  outside the R FL P  also.

2. A ssum ptions
In the light of past experiences of the rest'archer, the following assumi)tions were held:

1. T hat, in a State like Kerala where women m e free from m any inhibitions, if literacy c<‘nt)es are organi­
sed in places suitable to them , more women than men from the disadvantaged groups wouUl enrol 
themselves for learning and continue to complete the course,

2 . 'I'hat, the greater part of the diop-outs will occur tluring the first five months, after whic.h those who
still continue, will mostly complete the course.

3. T hat, the provision for im parting functi<mality is generally confined to theoretical instruction only and
that techniiacy is not being im parted in most literacy <’entres.

4 . 'l  liiit, the achievem ent o f learners wnll be greatest in oracy if  creating awareness is attem pted tluough
discussions, and tha t the achievement of learners will be norm ally lowest in numeracy.

5. T hat, in most literacy centres, not more than 50%  will continue to attend for 10 months and still less
will successfully complete the course and become literate.

6 . T hat, most of the workers come from lower income groups and they have to be given fail wages if they
are to be enal)led properly to attend to their duties.

3{191|MC. >



3« DefiLnition o f  T erm s

(1) Gentre.~Th.Q (enn  ‘C en tre’ is used often in this R eport to m ean a ‘literacy centre’. I t  is a  centire  ̂where 
literacy work is conducted for 10 m onths.

(2) Worker.— The: term  ‘W orker’ o r ‘literacy worker* is used in this R eport to m ean the person in  chairg^e of a  
literacy centre. His business is to organize the centre, to keep registers o f attendance .and other activities, com duct 
literacy work there, and to get Resoui’ce Persons to take special classes. H e is also referred to as ‘animator*.

(3) Resource Person.—-The te rm  is used to refer to all persons who are specialists or have enough com pestence 
to deal with specific topics and guide a discussion.

4. I'he suitability  o f  the area selected  for study

T he PerunikiidaviUi lllock is one of 12 blocks hi the N eyyattinkara taluk and  is easily accessible by ro ad  ii om 
rrivandrurn . T he Block oflice is only 32 kilometres away. I t  has an  area of 30-1.30 square kilo*nuetres.

As per the 19(51 Census, it has a total j)opulation of 189, 524; O f this, 94,992 are males and 94,912 are  fennales. 
T he Sclv^duled Castes num ber 15142, and the S(;heduled Tribes 1833. Together they make a little less than  9 %  tof the 
population. T he literate po])ulation is 126,663, of whom 67917 are males and 5B746 are females. T he percetataige of 
literacy in Pcrunkadavila Block is 66 ,83  as against the ^tate average of 70.42% .

l'her(j were 18 H igh Schools, 23 Prim ary Scliouls and 40 Lower Primary Schools within the Block so thavt the 
lacilities ibi- formal education were qu ite  adequate for all sections of the people desirous of benefiting by it. . Those; who 
W'^re still left out wert- mostly Liu disadvantaged groups.

For adm inist!alive convenience the Block is c' vided into 9 Panchayats. They are:

(1) K allikkad
(2) Ot(as< kharam angalam

(3) Aryaukode

(4) Perum kadavila

(5) Perum pazhuthur
(6) A m buri
(7) Vellaradct
(8) K um iathui.al

(9) Kollayil

T he Block has a large area w hich  borders oji lorest land and is hilly terrain, ljut all parts are accessiblte by 
country roads and footpaths.

A study of the above facts m ade it clear that it was a  typical area for studying the im pact of the Iite;racy 
drive by (he State of Kerala.

5. M ethodology

A Questionnaire was im m ediately prepared (See A P P E N D IX  /) . I t contained seven Schedules and one 
Evaluation Sheet. "J’hey are:

(1) A  status survey of the literacy worker/Supervisor
(2) A  survey of the conditions obtaining in the literacy centres
(3) A survey of the problem s of organisation
(4) A survey of the problem s of attendance
(5) A  survey of the learning m aterials and methods
(6) A survey of the literacy levels attained by the learners and the social changes accrued.
(7) O pinions of the learners
(8) Evaluation Sheet.

The seven Schedules and the Evaluation Sheet were distributed to the literacy workers o f Perum kadavila 
JJlock on 18th Febiuary , 1983 while they  were having a two-day training cam p a t Perum kadavila. Shri G. S. Abdul 
M ajid  and Shri G. K. M ohan Das, R(‘search Associates, S. R . C., attended the training cam p with the Director. 
I ’he Director explained the contents of the Qjuestionnaire, item by item, a t a common m eeting of the literacy  workers 
and  Supervisors, and the Research Associates followed it up by c(^»ntacting the workers in each of the 5 groups 
separately w ith its Supervisor, to give necessary clarifications on points raised by them. T he need to fi II up each 
item  of the Schedules honestly and to adm inister the Evaluation Sheet properly was stressed. T he  anim ators were 
particularly  asked to explain, in the course of their routine teaching, each item  of the Evaluation Sheet to the learners



« n d  to teach the answers to each of the questiom  asked together w ith m any otiier sim ilar questions and  tlieir answers 
and  give practice in the way the answers w ere to be w ritten by giving a few class tests so tha t when this test was finally 
given, th^y would not feel lost, and would be able to do their best w ithout getting any exam ination fright, Tt was 
agreed ti.ai ihc iiiiiiuuluis wuulJ fill up the first six Schedules and see th a t the seventh Schedule was filled up by the 
learners or with the help of the learners, and  w hen they were completed, return  them  to the Director through 
the Project Officer. T he Evaluation Sheet was to be adm inistered to all the learners of a  centre on a particu lar 
day  amd collected after the lapse of roughly, not exactly, 1 ̂  hours, as this is not a speed test, and as it would avoid 
unnecessary haste and nervousness on the part o f the examinees. This was to be done after the oral test and the 
reading test have been conducted. I t  was suggested tha t the oral test and the reading test could conveniently be 
given a t class time during the last two weeks before the final w ritten  test. These instruct ions w ere scrupulously 
carried out in all the centres. T he final test was adm inistered on 30th M arch, 1983. The papers were all handed 
over to the Director, S. R . C., the very next day by Shri Padm anabha Pillai, the Project Oflicer, in person.

The analysis of the Sched\iles and the Evaluation Sheet was done by the Research Associate, Shri 
f). Nelsofi assisted by Research Associate, ShrijCI.K. M ohan Das. A good proportion of the answer papers w ere checked 
by them to find out w hether marks w ere award<;d only to the answers w ritten, and were given as per instrvictions.

O u t of the 150 filled up Qiiestioimaires received, 50 were selected for analysis by raiidom sample— takhig 
cvi ry third Questionnaire in the order in which it was found jilaced in ihe bimdle w ithout regrouping them under 
Panchayats for getting a proportionate m nnber of centres Prom each I’anchayat or under any other kind of s tra ti­
fication. J he list of selected centres is given \n APPKMDIK II. T he answers in each of the first six Schedules 
were then tabulated and  passed on to the Director. As for the seventh Schedule and the Evaluation Sheet, every 
alternate paper was selected for analysis T he consolidated tables w ere made available to the l^irector by the end 
o f Octobf'r, 19B3 for vvi iting the Report.

ti. Lim itations o f the Study

riie  stufly suffered fiom ail the short-comi/igs consequent on the use of the Q^uesticmnaire technitjUJ for the 
survey of the 150 literacy centres. M ore so because the respondents were all young m en  and  women, inexperienred 
'm amwermg Qucstiotm aire schedules, and could not be depended upt>n for taking the task seriously. The S. R.Cl, 
does not have more than  a few research officers. I f  the survey was to be even partly s\xptMvised by the, H. K, 0  , it 
woiilil have had to conunission a large num ber of paid investigators. I  'his was considered an  impossible thing, 
and  so the only possibility was to ask a few good friends of the locality to see that the returns w eie m ade correctly. 
H ow  far this was eflectrve no one can say. T he returns were prepared by the literacy workers of the respet tive cen­
tres and were checked by the Supervisors concerned. However honest they m iglit have been, it cannot be t ul( d 
ou t that at least some of them  would have slightly, a t least, bloated up the attendance of learners or the facilities 
available in the centres for fear th a t their centres sliould not be considered as below par. This situation was an ti­
cipated  and taken into account in preparing the Qriestiimnaire. A few (juestions were repeated in differing words 
in different contexts to find out w hether there was any inconsistency in the answers given by tlie animators. For 
cross ch(rcking the infonnation given by the anim ators, inform ation was asked from th(  ̂ learners as well. (3f course, 
as Ihe l{^arners could not fill up the forms by themselves, they w ould have had to seek tht* assistance of the anim a- 
to ts in completing them  and hence, if  they watitenl, they could have m anipulated th a t information too. T he cross 
checking done at the S. K. Cl., luw ever, cimvinced us tha t not m uch of m anipulations had taken place and  so the 
tla ta  receivitd was considered relialile. Variations between the statements given by the anim ators and the learners 
w eie  indeed minor and  could easily be atyusted.

I ’he Evaluation Sheet was also entrusted to the anim ators t(̂  adm inister and to score the answers. Any other 
w ay of iloing this was not conceivable for the S. R , G. a t that time. An arm y of 150 people would have Ijeeti neces­
sary  to be retjuisitioned by the S. R. ( I  for a period of 3 days if the tests, (one oral test, one reading test and ime 
w riting test) were to be given by them  simultaneously in all the centres. However, a  check of the answer papers 
d id  not reveal any tam pering w ith  them  by the animators. Nearly 30% of the answer sheets w>ere checked by 
the research officers of the S. R . C. They found that the answers were all w ritten by the learners themselves, 
an d  except in very few cases, the valuation of the scripts was strictly in accordance w ith  the instructions given.

fn any case, these are lim itations which m ust be kept in mind in any evaluation of this study.



I I . ANALYSIS AND IN T E R P R E T A T IO N  O F DA TA  

Responses o f Literacy Workers

In the following six sections the first six Schedules filled in by the literacy workers are analysed a n d  
interpreted.

1. Status Survey o f  Literacy W orkers/Supervisors

T he first Schedule seeks inform ation relating to the literacy workers and Supervisojs.

(a) Age and Educational Qualifications.— Most of the literacy workers were women. O u t of the 50 lite­
racy workcjs— one for each of the 50 centres selected for study—39 were liemales and only 11 were males. IB of 
tht nx were in the age-group 16-25; 25 belonged to the age group 26—35; and 7 were in the age-group 36— 15. This 
shows tha t while 36%  of the literacy workers were perhaps very young, 61%  of th(*m w eie m ore m atu ie  persons 
who could command the respect o f adu lt learners. Regarding t^ducalional qualifications, 32 out of 50 (64% ) 
were S.S L.C. holders and 5 (10%) had higher qualifications like Pre-degree pass and B A- Degree. O ne had M .A-, 
and M .Ed. Degrees 12 had completed S.S.L.C . but had not passed. ()n ly  one did not have 10 years oi'schooling- 
T h at 74% of the literacy workers had S.S.Ii.G. oi higher qualifications is very creditable.

(b) Income.-—However, w hen we consider how m any of these people were otherwise employed, the
picture that aiises is very dismal. O nly  2 were sell omployetl. O ne was employed in a private firm. 5 persons 
were casual ht lpcrs. 42 (ie. 84% ) were unemployed. All the income 31 (62%) of them  got was the m eagre 
alluwrtiice ihai was paid to them fur the aduU cducaLon Vvuik. 15 b. low Ho. 50 per m onth Iroui alhor ^̂ ou! ce^:
3 earned between Rs. 50 and 100, while only one had au additional income over Rs. 100.

Seven o f the men and  19 o f the women were unmiurried, but the others were all marritnl, i.e. 6 men am i H? 
wojnen and they had each to support a family. These are I'actors whit h detrim entally .iffect the- motivation of the 
liteia(;y workers to do full justice to the task they have ui\dertaken.

(c) i^aste distnbution.~~-Vhf'. caste-wise distribution of the bteracy workern shows that only 3 bt^loiiged lo 
the Schedule Tribes; 11 belonged lo the Scheduled Castes and 36 (72%) l)elonged to other communities which a ie  
educationally more advanced.

(d) Training.—O f the 50 literacy workers 37 (74%) were fre.^hei.^, who had received training only during
1982-83. 7 persons had two years’ experience in  adult education; 2 upto 3 yf'ars; 3 upto 4 years and one up
to 5 years. 7 ’he latter w'ould naturally  have had nion; days ol training. 13 persons thus claim to have had some 
training before they got apjjointed as animatf)rs in the BFLP centres at Perunkadavila. 37 persons had received
21 (lays training, while one had received 48 days training; one had  40 days train ing, 3 had 31 days’ tra in ing ,
3 had 29 days training, 2 had 28 days’ training, 2 had 7 days’ training and one had only 2 days’ tiaining 
in-service.

The literacy workei's were all asked to keep personal diaries, but only 34 (6f}%) were Ibllowing this in struc­
tion, I t  is in this personal diary tha t the worker was required to note down changes in the behaviour or attitude 
of the learners from lim e to time, as well as the progress they showed in reading, w riting and arithm etic, besides 
other im portant day-to-day occurrcncc^

(e) Supervisors.-—For the 150 liteiacy eentre.i the K FIiP  scheme j)rovided Ibr the appointment o f  > 
Supervisors^—one lor every unit of 30 centres. Four of the Supervisors were U niversity graduates while th? fifth 
had studied uj) to the Degree class final year. They all belonged to the 20- 30 age group.

2. CcaditiGUB Gbtaiiimg in  tlte literacy centres

(a) Location.— The 50 R F L P  centres selected from among the 150 centres were all rrm by the Develop­
m ent D epartm ent. All were located in  rural areas. 42 of them (84%) had nam e boartls. 12 of them  were for m en 
(24% ); 33 were for women (66%) and  5 oi them  were for both men and women (10% ). Almost all of them w ere 
run  by M ahila Samajams, librar ies and  Y outh Centres. 22 of them (44% ) were located in private houses, 6 of them  
(12% ) were in libraries; 3 of them  (6 %) w^ere in  schools. The rest (19, ie. 38%) were located in sheds. While 
36 centres were convem’ently situated, 14 of them  (28%) were dilficult Ibr the leainers to reach.

(b) Facilities.-—49 centres (98% ) worked 6 days a week while one centre (2% ) worked only for 5 days. 
48 of them (98%) worked in the late aliei noons or evenings, one in the m orning and one at night. All centres 
woiked for hours. How'ever only 46 centres (92 *̂0) enough seating capacity for all the learners. 10 centres 
(20% ) had no lighting arrangem ents as they did no t need them; 31 centres (62%) used kerosine lights, 7 centres (14%) 
had petrom ax lights, and only two centres (4% ) had used electric lights, though m any more had electric conne­
ctions. All the centies had facilities to display ]iicmres, wall-newspapers etc. In  33 centres (66%) the leivmers 
sat on the floor, W'hile 17 (34% ) had  benche,i. 47 out of 50 (94% ) had black boards. In all the centres slates and  
note books had been issued for writing. 6 centres (12%) alone had m ade provision for conducting some kind ot 
nom inal work activity.



Organization o f  the Literacy Gentr«s
(a) Choosing tht site.-— centres were located in peaces selected by the wj.'kciK themielvcj, by R FL P 

officials, by the leai'ners, or by the local committee. O u t of tlie 50 centres 19 were selected by the workers (38% ), 
13 b y  local officials (26% ), 12 by the learners (24% ) and 3 (6 %) by the local committee?. Obviously in m any 
places the local committees were formed only after the sites w ere determ ined by the R FL P officials with the help 
o f th e  literacy workers. No information is available in the case of 3 centrcs as to who selected their location.

(b) Literacy Surveys,~^iQ centres (96%) had conducted a literacy survey o f the locality before a centre 
was started there to find out the num ber of ilhterate^ and ascertain their willingness to attend the literacy centres.
35 o f  the centres (70%) surveyed between 50 and 75 families each; 20 to 30 families were surveyed by cach of 7 
centres (14% ); 31 to 50 families were surveyed by each of 4 centres (8 % ); 75 lo 100 familie.-i by one ccntre (2% ) 
andl 100 to 200 families by another centre (20% ). W hether the remaining two ccntrci conducted a survey or no t 
is niot known; nor is it kno-wn how they located their learners without a survey.

T he total num ber of people who w o e  covered by the surv('y conducted by (he 48 centres was 10,994, which 
included 1,193 men and 1,235 women from among (he Scheduled (J istes and 29l> men and 310 \\/omen from 
am(ong the Scheduled lV(f>e,'i. T he total illiterate population in this gJoui> num beied 4,849, whicli is a  little over 
44.30 7oJ included 946 men and 1,090 women from the Scheduled CUistes m d  207 tnen and 233 women from
am ong the Scheduled Tribes.

(c) Enrolmmt. —'Yhr: num bei of illiterates wh(t agreed to enrol or were pickcd up for enrohuent were 1428 
for the 5() centres. T'his works out to 29 learners per centre b u t the actu il aum her enrolled and were pre.sent on 
the first day of the first m onth in the centres was only 1,313, which works out only to 26 learners for each of the 
<:t*n tre.s This included 194 males and 262 females from among the Scheduled (lisfes and 95 males antt 50 feniiles 
from  the Schetluled Tribes. This means that while some oi the 50 ceiitres had enrolled 30 learners r ic h , others 
\vere able to get oidy u less num ber to attend them.

fn 47 of the c.cntrej (94% ) the occupation of the learners happened to be more or fess ihe eannfr agricul­
tu ra l <>perations. This m ade it easy to organize lesson discmsions and other field activities.

(d) Local Committees. -Only 30 out o f the 50 centres (72% ) had local committees 13 of these committees 
M^ere cotistituteil by the workers theraselves; 9 by the local peoph^ and  5 by the IIFIJ* oflicials. H(»w in the 
.resii (9 centrc-s) local coiiim itt»^ were constituted is not clear. O f these committce,s 11 did not meet a t all; 3 met 
o n ly  once; 10 met twice, 3 met 10 tim»s, 7 met 8 times, one m et 9 times and one i\iet 7 times in the course of teu 
moaiths. Generally speaking we may say that most of the local <^ommittees had not been active. 22 of thede local 
i'oiminittees had le.ss than  10 members while 14 had between 10 and  20 meml)ers. Ot the member# a« a  whole, 19 
m ales and 2 females were meml>ers of the Panchayats; 35 men ami 17 women were olUcials; 35 men and 23 women 
wene local leaders; 80 men and 95 women did not belong to any  of these categories. Altogether those who worked 
in  Uocal committeiis num bered 314,—>176 males and 138 females. Tn 14 centres the local committee niembeis gave 
gonne lluivncial assistance.

1 Inform ation about learners
(a) Age-groups. At the entl of 10 months when this survey was taken, the num ber of learners below thf  ̂

ag e  of 15 in the 50 literacy centres selected for study were 44. O f these 7 were boys and 37 were girl ;. This docs 
nod work out even to one such learner in a centre. In any j;as<‘. they were kejjt as su{)ermunerat y.

Those between 15 and 24 years of age num bered 33f5, and those between 25 and 35 were 460. In the 15 
to 35 age group, 160 were men and 638 were women.

T he Government of Ind ia  seeks to make literate all the illiterates in the age-group 15 to 35 before 1990. The 
nmmber of h^arnen; enrollefl and were prf^sent on tlu- lirst day of the first m onth in the 50 centres under study were 
13113, The learners in the age-group 15 to 35 at the end of 10 months were only 798, which makes only 60%  of the 
to ta l enrolment

In  the age-group 36 45 there were 196 peisons 26 men and  170 wcnnen. Tho.^o above 45 immbure I only 22 —10 
m an  uid 12 wcmien Thus it is seen that the learners above the age-group 15-35 in the 51) centi es under wtudy were 
onlly 210

(b) Occupational status.—‘The occupations of the learners were also ascertained. 1H2 men au l 451 w« înen. 
wejre agricuitural labourers. 'They formed the largest group. Next canxc earned labourers working 
on hiiul, hcadload workers, construction workers, liuilock t;art drivers etc. IB4 men and 132 women 
bellonged to this grou{>. Mostly the woiking women belonging to the above two groups were 
'ds<o liouse keepers- —women who were only house wives were practically few. No fishermen had enrolled in any of 
the:se centres, but there were 15 fisher women, whose business was vending fish brought from the coastal areas. 'Those 
wluo d id  no t belong to the above categories num bered only 53 persons, 15 men and 38 women.

(c) Attendanca.— Attendance  during a  day of surprise check on the first m onth  was 215 for men and  555 for 
•wojmen; thus in  all, 770 persons were present on tliat day in th e  50 centres taken togedier. Tliis makes an average 
utt(enclance of 15.4 leam eis per centre (say 15 learners) and an average attendance o f 5 6 .5 %  o.i the total enrolm ent of
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1313 learners in 50 centres on the selecled day of the firyt m onth of ihe course, which, to say the least is disappointing. 
O f thepejsons who were present, 358 were from Scheduled Castes, 96 men and 262 women. I 'h e  Scheduled Tribes 
who attended num bered 90 men and 16 women. During the second m onth , on the day of sm prise check 205 men and 
520 women, making a total of 725 learners were present. Among them  were 87 men and 231 women from the Scheduled 
Castes an<I 80 men and 15 women from  the Scheduled Tribes. D uring the th ird  m onth  the total attendance fell to 
708̂ —’198 men and 510 women. O f these, the Scheduled Castes num bered 307 -81 men and 226 women; and the 
Scheduled Tribes nm nbered 89— 73 m rn  and 16 women. Attendance during the fourth m onth was only 657. O f these 
173 were men and 484 were women. 283 ol’tliem belonged to the Scheduled Castes, and while only 73 of them were 
m en, 210 were women. T he tribals accounted for 81 persons, of whom 69 were men and 12 were women. In  the 
fifth m onth the attendance did not differ m uch. Total attendance was 659. O f this 163 were men and 496 were 
women. O f them, 96 men and 205 women came from the Scheduled Castes while 60 men and  12 women came froni 
am ong  the tribals, I ’he average at tendance in the filth month in each of the 50 centres was only 13 learners on th r 
selected day.

'Fable I shows the ivttriid.mce o f the learners during the fu'sl live monihs.

T a b l e  1

Attendance o f  Learners in 50 cenlreii durtug^the f ir s t  h a lf o f the course (5 months)
on the selected day

No. on 
Mmiths roll', 

at the 
beginning

Attendance

.1 Im Women Total

Attendance

Scheduled Castes 
Men fVarnen

Attendance 
SC d? Otht rs 

Seheduled Tribes S J 
Men Women total

Average
attendance

Average 
attendance 
in total 

enrolment

.Vo. o f  
learners 
in each 

centre

1 1313 215 555 770 96 262 90 16 464 306 56.6 56 .6 15
2 1243 205 520 725 87 231 80 15 413 312 58.3 55.2 14.5
3 1161 198 ,510 708 81 226 73 16 m y 312 60.9 55.9 H A
4 1135 173 481 657 73 ' 1̂0 69 12 364 293 57.9 50 .0 13.1
5 1099 163 496 650 96 ' m 60 12 373 286 59.9 50.2 13.2

(d) Monthly strength oj learners and drop outs.— nunxber on rolls present in  the 50 centres together at the 
begiymhig of the second m onth was <mly 1243. T here was thus a fall of 70 learners within the first m onth itsell. 82 
learners dioppetl out durutg the aecf>nd m onth. A t the beginnhig of the tliird m onth tliis left only 1161 learners on 
the rolls. From this 26 dropped oi»t during  the course of th<; m onth. The num ber o f learnens at the beginning of 
the Ib iuth m onth wa?i thus only 1135. 3fi dropped out from this before the fiilh m onth so th a t the strength on rolls 
a t the bt^ginning of that m onth had com e down to 1099. From this 34 dropped out, thus le;iving only H)65 learners for 
the sixth m onth In thi seventh m onth  it becam e 1047, though the dropout was 25, bet^ause 7 of those who had  
dropped out earlier came bark to attend classes again. I  his pattern  continued during the next m onth as well. T h u s . 
though 13 leame rs <lropped out during the seventh mojith, the total learners who were present during the last day ol 
the m onth were 1056, which means that 22 o f the earlier drop outs had returned. In  the eighth m onth, 12 dropped out» 
bu t 14 of the earlier learner.s returned, and  so a t the end of the m outh, tlie strength on rolls was 1058. During the 
n in th  m onth 35 learners dropped out, and  so, a t the beginning of ihe tenth m onth there were cmly 1023 learners on 
the rolls. 8 dropped out from tliis, but 5 of the eailier drop outs had returned so that at thr; cud of the m onth th f  
iium ber on rolls was 1020. I  he total num ber o f  learners who completed the ful! rouise of ten mondis in the 150 
R F L P  centres of Perum kadavila Block was therrfore only 3060.

I ’he num ber of learners who actudlly enrolled in the 150 centres was 3939, and those who completed the course 
was 3060. This works out to 78% . If  we Oiili:ulate the percentage on the optim um  num ber of leamtns expected to be 
enrolled in tlie 150 centres it will only be 68 per cent.

(e) Reasons for ike droppage.—\  arious leasons have l>een given by thfi Icanieis fm’ ab:>eniing themselves from 
classes and dropping out. 28 Avomcn have said that their absence was due to the fact tha t there wixs no one in the 
house to look after tht ir grown-uj) daughlcis. 24 have claimed that their absence \vas due to the hostility ol their 
husbands. 30 persons have been prevented Ironx attending classes because o f illness. 30 had work at home tending 
cattU'. As agaim t these who adduced j>ersonal inconvenience as the reason for their absence, others blamed the 
set-up as the cause for theif absence. Among them  20 learners claimed that the centr<; was far away from their 
homes; 7 said they were not interested in the subjects taught ; 10 said the time when the classes were held was no t 
suitable; and 22 blamed (he a))sence of v'ocational training as the main reason for their nb.sence. Others had no  
reasons to ofR r.

5. Instructional m aterials and m ethods

(a;; Importance o f lighting arrangenunts.— O ne of the most im])ortant items tf> be provided in a liteiacy centic 
is lighting. This could be done by providing electric lights m towns and even villages, if  the centres are by the 
io ad 's id f, as, in K erala, electricity has reached almost all villages. Alternately, petrom ax lights or kerosene lanterns
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are used. The survey showed that in only two out of the 50 centres taken up for study, electric lights were used 
thougli in  m any more centres electric connections were available, 9 centres were using petrouiax lights. 34 centres 
only h ad  kerosene lamps. O ne centre had no need for any kind of ligliting arrangem ent as it m et in the mornings.
6 centres did not answer this question.

The im portance of the type of ligliting used arises out of the fact that different types of seating arrangements 
have to bo made according to tne type of lights used. I f  electric lights are used, the learners can sit in any part 
o f th e  room and read and w rite as sufficient light would be received in all parts o f the room. This is the case w ith 
the use of the petrom ax lam p also, if  the lam p is hung a t the centre of the room or placed on a pedastal. In  the ease 
©f the  kerosene lamps, however, only a few learners can sit roimd a lam p and read or write. Hence when reading 
or w riting  has to be done, not more llian 4 or 5 persons should use one light. Discussion groups also should use one 
light 4br each group. In  16 of the centres, ususally learners sat forming a square, while in 13 of them they sat forming 
a  circle. It is obvious that, where the learners were using kerosene lamps, if all of them  sat with one or two lamps 
only w hether it be as a square or as in a circle, all of them would not have been able to read or write by the light they 
got.

(b) Use o f Primers and other aids.— In 17 oi the liteiacy cenlre.-i the primers |)ublisfied b /  KANFED were 
usetl lior reading, writing and const:! entization, 'These Frimt'rs had been issued to all centres. Perhaps in some of the 
eentrcs th<'be piim ers were not the only books used by the animators for reading. O ther bf)oks used include stories 
from ihe R aniayana and the Rible anti the lifip of M ahatm a Gandhi, in  ail the rentres KANFED NEWS* and 
N A T 'T IIV E L K  ;HAM* seem to have been us(;fl lor (treating awarenes*;.

AH the 50 centres re]»lied that slates were given to them. Note books also were used in these centres. In  16 
ccntct a Hash cards wert also used. I lu?sc were prepared by the anim ators themselves In  27 ct'ntr«is pictures were 
used in teaching Mostly tliese were pictures in books or were cut out Iroin books and magazinf^. These centres 
c la iin  to have used charts too.

(t.) Methods oj uisUaction It is interesting tt) iu>te that the repbe.s from 29 centres jndicate that tfiey usually 
s t a r t e  d their le.sson8 l)y telling Rtori<-s or by showing jiietures. 37 t<;ntres claim that they started their lessons by 
posintg problems or by tliscussing tiie most im portant events reported in the news-papers as having happened during the 
pii'vinn\s day Ul cctilrcH altnie said that th(iy staj ted their lessons by w riting the topic on Blackboard.

Mostly classes Ibllowetl the tlisciission m ethod. W hile 41 centres followed the m ethod of general discuasion 
in  ihass, 16 fblloweil also git>up dist iissious. lu  21 centres however, asking questions to elicit answers happened to be 
th t nisual inethoil

I 'h e  text-bot)k (prim er) was used difTerently in the different centn's. In 24 cejitres the usual methotl seems to 
have been for the anim ator, first, to tell the learners a  brief sum m ary of the lesson, and  then, to take up  a discussion on 
it. 0>nly 6 ( entres had said that they read the passage in c lass, and then, started the discussion. In 34 centres 
blackboard  work was done simultaneously.

In 25 centres, the learners \V(ne m ade to read the passage after tlic; aniuiator hail read it an d  the class had
discmssed its contents. In  42 of the ceuti es the anim ator used to write the im nortant words ou the; blackboard.
In  3(6 centres the learners were also asked to wTite the words on blackboard. Niost o f the centtes hatl replied that 
the trhscussions heli)etl to m otivate reading, m otivate thinking and  m otivate speaking alike They also enabled 
thetm to solve p ro b le m s .  I'lu* topics of discussion ranged from the occupations of the learners to the problems of 
heahth a n d  hygit^nc, fatuilyvvelfare, roaring of children, cleanliness of s\irroumlings, nutritton immunisaticnis ctc. 
in adl centres.

Study tours were conducted only by 14 centrcs. Exhibitions were arranged only by 6 centres, but 36 cetities had 
takem Ihe learners oul to see exhibitions.

6. L iteracy level and the level o f  functionality  and avvarencss achieved
All the ')U centres replied that they had  aimed at and achieved satisfactory levels in learning to .speak, to read,

to  vv/ritc and  to do m ental sums and simple arithm etic. I’hese centres also claimed Jo have prt'pared the learners to 
solvie day to-day problems, and to know som ething m ore about their occupations Hut only 39 of the 50 centres 
claianed that they \vere able to prepare their learners for a social change,

(a) Oracp,— As pei returns given by the anim ators the ability tt> answer questitms orally in one or two sentences 
corrrectly was achieved by the learners of 10 cent res before the end of the second m onth, 14 centrcs in the third m onth, 
17 cientres by the <;nd of the fourth m onth and 9 centres bef{)re the end of tlie fifth m onth.

"1 he ability to describe an event or tt) tell a story was achieved by the learners of 2 centres in the second month,
4 cen tres in the th ird  m onth, 6 centres in the fourth m onth, 13 centres in the fifth m onth, 10 centres in the sixth month, 
3 c<ftntre.s in the seventh m onth, 4 centres in the eighth m onth, 5 centres in the ninth m onth and  one centre in the 
ten tth  m onth.

•K A N F1T3 Nl'wWS is a  weekly published by K A N FED  for the use o f learners. N A T T U V E IJG H A M  is ^ 
m onithly illustrated wall news paper published by the SRC.



As for developing the ability to balance the pros and cons of a question and  come to a judicious decision, no 
centre claimed tha t it was achieved d u ring  the first tw o months. O ne centre has stated th a t it was achieved in  the 
th ird  m onth; 4 centres stated th a t it w as achieved ini the fourth m onth, 5 centres stated th a t it was achieved in  the 
fifth m onth ; 5 centres stated it was achiev<ed in the sixth m onth, 12 centres claimed tha t it was done in the seventh m onth ;
12 centres claimed th a t it was possible only in the eighth m on th ; 7 centres claimed t hat it was done in the ninth niont li 
an d  4 centres staled it was done only in t he tenth m onth. I t  will l^e seen th a t 40 centres stated tha t this was possible 
only within the last five months. Tliis is a  reasonable claim. T'able I I  gives the achievements of particular centres 
in  oracy.

T a b l e  I I

I^earning Chart o f  30 G entres-^No. o f  centres achieving particular learning objectives

ORACY

8

Months To Answer 
qtiestions orally To tell a Story Discussions 

and Judgement

1
2 10 2
3 14 4 1
4 17 6 4
5 9 13 5
6 ,  , 10 5
7 5 12
B * , 4 12
9 5 7

10 1 4

(b) Reading ability.—-As ibr the acquisition of reading ability by the learners, the first stage of reading w ords 
letter by letter is slated to have been achievf^d by 3 centres in the first m onth, 10 centres in the second m onth, 
15 centres in  the third m onth, 6 centres in the fourth m onth, 5 centres in the fifth m onth, 6 centres in the sixth m onth ,
3 centres in the seventh m onth and  2 centrcs in  the eighth m onth. I t  is surprising th a t about 20% of the centres 
Jagged behind others in  im parting read ing  ability.

Rea<ling, after having heard the instructor read a passage, is also a sample thing. As per the answers received, 
it is found tha t the centres in which the learners acquired  this ability are 3 in the second m onth, 4 in the third m onth,
10 in the fourth m onth, 7 in the fifth m onth , 9 in the sixth m onth, 0 in the seventh m onth, 5 in the eighth m onth, 
and 4 in the n inth  m onth. I ’his means th a t more th an  25 out of the 50 centres acfjuired the ability only aftei 
five months of instruction.

The ability to read small sentences w ithou t difficulty was achieved by the learners in one centre in  tlie second 
m onth, 2 centres in the th ird  mcmth, 4 centres in the fotirth m onth, 7 centres in the fiftli m onth, 9 centres in the sixth 
m onth, 10 centres in the seventh m onth, 7 centres in the  eighth m onth and 10 centres in  the ninth m onth. I t  m eans 
that all except 14 centres achieved this ta rge t only after five months of instructional time.

"I’he ability to read m any sentences together was achieved by the learners only after 3 montlis in ariy centre. 
TheVeturns show th a t only 4 centres achieved this ta rget in the fourth m onth, 5 centres in  the fifth m onth and only
6 centres in the sixth m onth. In  the seventh m outh 5 centres, eighth m onth 9 centres, n in th  m onth 17 centres and  
in the  tenth m onth 4 centres achieved this target. It shows that it look more than five months for the learners in 
41 centres to read a paragraph  together.

As for the abiUty to understand and  state the m eaning of a paragraph  in a few sentences after reading it, 
it‘ is stated tliat the learners in 3 centres acqu iied  it in t!ae fourth m onth, 2 in the fifth m onth , 5 in the sixth m onth
8 in the seventh m onth, 12 in the eigth m onth , 15 in the  ninth m onth and 5 in the tenth m onth. I’his shows th a t 
the learners in 45 centres acquiied this ability  only after five months.

Similarly, the ability to expand the idea  contained in a paragraph which is read, was achieved by the learnei-s 
in 2 centres in the filth m onth, 5 centres in  the sixth m onth, 12 centres in the seventh m onth, 11 centres in the eight 
m onth, 12 centres in the ninth m onth and 8 centres in  the tenth month. This shows th a t the ability was acquired 
by the learners in 48 centres only after five months.



7abk I I I  givf!s th« relative achievements o f the jO centres in  im parting reading ability.

T a b l e  I I I

Learning Chart o f 50 Centres—No. o f  centres achieving particular learning objectives

R E A D IN G  AND C O M P R E H E N S IO N

9

Mmths Reading words Reading sentences Reading small Reading many Read and state Explain the idea 
letter by letter after having heard sentences by sentences meaning o f contained in

them read oneself together a para a para

(1) (2) . (3) (4) (6) (7)

1 3 • •
2 10 3 1 . . • « * f
3 15 4 2 , , * . • •
4 6 JO 4 4 3
5 5 7 7 5 2 2
h 6 9 9 0 5 5
7 3 8 10 5 8 12
8 2 5 7 9 12 11
9 4 10 17 15 12

U) 4 5 8

{&) Writing aM i^. -Learning to write is more dillkuU tlian  to speak and naturally  should have been taken 
tip only after a m onth or tw o of oral work and famtUarizatlon w ith  the alphabets through pictvues aiul flash 
oands. However the learners are said to have begun copying letters of the a phabet from the th at raot\th itselt. 
T b e  ability to copy w ritten letters is said to have been acquired liy the learners in 14 centres in the first inonth 
itse;lf; in 16 centres in the second m onth; in 11 centres in the th ird  m ot\th; and in 9 centres in  the fourth month. 
In  no centre did it exceed more than  four months. O ne tiling th a t becomes clear is th a t all centres started teaching 
wrilting of letters from the very first m onth itself and succeeded in making the learners copy the letters of the 
alp»habet in less than  four months time.

T he learners were able to write letters of the alphabet on dictation in 8 centres in the second m outh, in 12 
cenitres in the th ird  m onth, in 14 centres in tlie fourth m onth, in 9 centres in the lifth tnonth, and 7 centres in the 
sistith m onth. This shows that in all but 7 centres it tooli only less than six months for the learners t«> write letters 
o f the alphabet on dictation.

T he learners learnt to copy written words in 10 centres in  the second m onth, in 16 centres in the third 
' m o n th , in 14 centres in the Iburth m outh, and in 10 centres in the fifth month,

Dictateil words were written down by learners in 2 centres in the th ird  month, 12 centre.s in the Iburth 
niointh, 19 centres in the filth m onth, 9 centres in the sixth m onth  and 8 centres in the seventh m onth. O nly less 
t'haui one-fhird oi the total centres seemed to have required a little more than five months for im parting this al>lUty.

T he centres in which the learners ucquiied the ability of writing sentences without the hel[» ol others num - 
bened one in  the fourth m onth, 6 in the filth montJi, 10 in the sixth m onth, 15 in the seventh montli, 10 in tlie eighth 
m m nth and 8 in the n in th  month. 43 centres acquired tliis ability  only after five months.

Similarly, the ccntres in wliich the learners were able to write a paiag iaph  on their own w ithout the help 
of otliers were one in the fourtii m onth, 4 in tho fifth moisth, 13 in the sixth m onth, !2 in the seventh m onth, 11 
in the eighth m onth and 8 in the ninth month. Thus, 43 out o f W centres were able to im part this ability only after 
fivfe m onths.

Only 37 centres answered the question regarding the learners who were able to achieve the ability to write 
lettters on their own. In  one centre the learners achieved it in the sixth m onth, in 4 centres In the seventh m onth, 
in 7 centres in the eighth m onth, in 10 centres in the n in th  m onth and in 15 centres in the tenth month. In  no 
ecnjtr« d id they achieve it in less than five months. I t  is presum ed that the 13 centres which did not answer the 
qmestion d id  not a t all try  to im part this ability.
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Tlie question w ith regard to llie acquisition of the aliility to fill up foims by i ^ n e i s  was answered only by
20 out of the 50 centres. 6 centres claimed that this abihty was im parted in the ninth m onth, and 14 centres 
claimed that it was im parted in the tenth  month,

Tdb’te I V  ’gives the relative achievements of tlie diflerent centres in  imj^arting the ability to write.

T a ble  IV

Learning Chart o f  50 C entres—No. o f centres achieving particular learning objectives

VVRIllNG

10

Writing-copy- Writing let’ 
A4onths ing letters o f ters o f the alpha - 

the alphabet bet on dictation

Copying
written
wordi

Writing
dictated
words

Writing sentences 
without out 

side help

Writing a 
paragraph 

by oneself

Writing
letters

Ability to 
f i l l  up forms

1 14
2 16 8 10 , ,

3 11 12 16 2 . ,

4 9 14 14 19. 1 1 t •
5 9 10 19 6 4 , *

6 ,  , 7 . , 9 10 13 1 •> •

7 • • 8 15 12 4
8 • . 10 11 7 %

9 • • 8 8 10 6
10 * , • • 15 14

(d) Numeracy.—As for sim ple arithm etic calculations, the ability to recite numbers from 1 to 100 in the 
ascending order was achieved by learners in 15 centres in the second m onth, 17 centres in the third m onth, 14 
centres in the fourth m onth and 4 centres in thi' fifth month.

The ability  to recite num bers 100 to 1 in descending order was achieved by learners in 5 centres in the second 
m onth, 9 in the th ird  m onth, 14 in the iom th  m onth, 11 in the fifth m onth, 4 and the sixth m onth and 7 in the 
seventh month.

Adding two figures w ith two digits each is an ability which, according to the returns, ŵ as achievesd by the 
learners of 8 centres in the th ird  m onth , 9 centres in the fourth m onth, 18 centres in the fifth month, 8 centres in 
the sixth m onth, 4 centres in the seventh m onth  and 3 centres in the eighth month. This means that 70'/o the 
ceniies w eir able to im part this ab ility  w ithin the first five months.

Similarly, in subtJ acting one figure with two digits from another figure with two digits, the learnt rs in 4 
centrcs acquired the ability  in the th ird  m onth, 12 centres in the iouith  m onth, 14 centjes in the fifth month, !.3 
ccutics in the sixth montti, 4 centres in the seventh month, and one cciitre in the eighth m onth The returns show 
th a t this ability was also acquired by the learners in 60% the centres w ithin five m onths’ time.

Adding two % ures, each with 3 digits is more complicated. Learners in 6 centies were able to  achieve this 
in the fourth month, 8 in the fifth m onth , 10 in the sixth month, 14 in the seventh m onth, 6 in the eighth month 
and 5 in the ninth month. T h e  returns show ihat only 14 centrcs out of 49 centres which answered this «juestion 
achieved this target w ithin five m onths; 35 centres seem to have taken 6 to f) months to achieve it.

T he ability to subtract one figure w ith 3 digits from another with 3 digits was achieved by 8 centres in the 
fifth m o n th , f) ccnt«es in the sixth m onth, 5 centres in the sevcntii m outh, 10 centres in the eighth month, 6 centres 
in the ninth molith and 2 centies in the tendt m onth. Only H centres out o f 37 which had answered this question 
were thus able to im part this ability within live months’ time. The others took 6 to 10 months.

M ultiplication is still more difficult. I ’hc icturns show th a t.th e  ability to m ultiply a 3 digit figure with a 
one-digit figure was achieved by the learncis of 6 centres in the sixth m outh, 4 centres in the seventh month, 5 in 
the eighth month, 10 in the ninth m onth  and 5 in thf* tenth m onth. This shows that it was only after five m onths 
th a t instruction was im parted in m ultiplication to learners in any centre and that 30 centres only tried to do it. 
I t  is also interesting to note tha t out o f the 30 centres, 50% were able to do it only in the ninth and tenlh month's.



As fur as division is concerned, the ability to divide a twc»-digit figure wi(h a one-digii figure w as achieved 
by th e  learners in 3 centres in the sixth m onth, 4 in the seventh m onth, 5 in the eighth m onth, 8 in the ninth m onth 
and 9  in the tenth m onth. No centre out of the 29 which answered the question achieved this target within five 
rriontlis. W hile 17 of them  achieved it only during the last two months 21 centres did not attem pt to teach it at all.

T he ability to do m ental arithm etic was acquired by the leaoiers in 10 centrcs in the th ird  m onth, 12 centres 
in th e  fourth m onth, 8 centres in the fifth m onth, 13 in the sixth m onth, 4 in tlie seventh m onth and 3 in the d g h th  
m ontli. In 30 centres the learners achieved this ability  within the first five months, while in 20 centres it was 
achieved only w ithin 6 to 8 months.

T he ability to read and follow the calendar was achieved by the learners in 3 centres in the th ird  m ondi,
10 in the fourth m onth, 14 in the fifth m onth, 14 in the sixth m onth and 9 in the seventh m onth. M ore dian half 
of th«e centres claim to have im parted this ability within five months.

T he ability  to under«taad lime by rcafling a watch is claimed to have been achieved by tlie leaim is in 6
centrcs in the thjrd m onth, in 14 centres in the fourth rnontli, in 10 centres in the fifth m onth and in 5 centr<^ in
the sKxth m onth. O nly 35 centres had answered this question, i.e., 70% of the centres only had attem pted to teach 
this. But it is gratifying to note that the learners ol 30 Clentres, i.e., 85%  of those exposed to It, learnt it within five 
montlhs.

T he learners in 3 centres were able to read and write figures with 5 digits in tiic fifth m onth; in 2 centres in 
the sixtli m onth; in 13 centres in the seventh m onth, in II centres in the eighth m onth, in 9 centres in the n in th  
montffi and  in 8 centres in the tenth month, 'Fhls .shows that the lf:arners iii 43 out of 46 centres achieved (hi<? 
ab ility , only after five months. In  4 centrcs jjrobably this was not taught at all.

7 able V gives a description of the relative achievements of the 50 centres in numeracy.

Table V

I.<ramlag chart of 50 Centres—No. of Centres aclilcvliig fmrtlcular learning ob|ectlve«

NUMERACY

11

Arithm*tic Redting
rttiling 100-1 Adding

Month I to l(K) Descending two digit 
Asctnding orckt mtmh«rs

order

Adding Subtracting Subtracting Ahltiplying Dividing Mental Beading the Mending Rrnding
2 figures 2 digit a 3 digit a 3 digit a 2 digit arithmetie eatendar (t wntck figures with, 
each with figure from figure from figxxre with figun with 5 d^its
3 digits another t  mother 3 1 digit a (me digit

digitfigure digitfigure figure figure

2 15 u • • •• •• ••

3 17 8 4 .• 10 3 tj

4 14 14 9 6 12 12 10 14

I) 4 11 18 8 14 B • • B H H) 3

t> 4 8 10 15 6 f) 3 13 14 5 2

7 7 4 14 4 5 4 4 4 9 13

U 3 6 I 10 5 5 3 11

« 5 6 10 8 9

10 - « . . .. •I ') 9 8

((o) Ckneml OkitffvaJ-iam m  th« l^eamiug o f Hu 3 R^s. - I t  is cieai’ from tlic above analysis that oi acy was al tetnjUeil 
to be achieved practically by all the centres w ithin a period of five months tfuough ctmversattous 50%  of the 
ccntr'cs taught their learners to tell also a story or describe an event within the first five months. But the learners 
were ti aiiied to discuss pros and cons of a problem and come to correct judgment only during the laftrr half of 
,6 to 10 montlfs.

As for the attem pt to teach reading, 78%  of the centres succeeded iti m aking the learners read words letter 
by leitter w ithin five months and 48®o of the centie^ succeetlcd in making the learneis read sentences aiier having 
heaiai them  read by the anim ator or some one else; but only 28%  of the centres succeeded in making ifie learners 
read sm all sentences by themselves within ihat peiiod. Only 18% of the centres were able to successfully instruct 
the lleamfirs in reading small sentences together w ithin the five-month pei iod. T o  read and state the meaning of a  
parag^raph, only the learners in 10% of the centres were trained within the first five montlis. O nly 4%  of the cesitres 
couldl get their learners read and expand the contents of a  paragraph within five months.



R.egarding writing competency, it was found that withiji a period ol live rnojiths all tlie centres wei'e able 
to train their learners in copying the letters of the alphabet and  copying written words. W hile 68% of the centres 
succeeded in making the learners w rite th e  letters o f tiie a lphabet on dictalion, only 66% of the centres succeedetl in 
getting the learners w rite complete words on dictation. W hen it came to a m atter o f w riting sentences on th e ir own, 
all except 14% of the centres did it between 6 and 9 m onths’ time. For preparing the learners to write a  parag raph , 
all except 10% o f the cenlres requ ired  6 to 9 months time. No centre taught letter-writing during the first five 
months, and perhaps 26%  of the centres did not reach th a t stage a t all. 80 to 100% of the centres d id  not 
teach filling up of forms. In the centres w here it was taught, it was done only during the ninth and tenth m onths

Achievement in num eracy ccrtain ly  lagged behind achievement in orary, reading and writing. W ithin the 
first five months all centres su(:ce{'ded in  im parting instruction to recite 1 to 100 iu the ascending order while instruc­
tion in reciting 100 to 1 in the descending order was given within that time only (o the learners iu 78% ol the centres. 
W ith regard to adding two 2-digit num bers the learners in only 70%  of the ccntres were given instruction w ithin 
five months, while in adding two 3 'd ig it numljens the < entres which prepared their leatners witliin that period were 
still less, namely, 28% . The maximism tim e taken for these calculalions, however, was only eight montlis and 
nine monlhs respectively. As Ibr subtracting  a 2-digit figure from avw)ther 2-digit fig in e, 6lJ% of the ccntres 
succeeded wilhhi five months to im p art instruction, and it d id  not take more than eight months for any cen tre to 
achieve it. But for subtracting a 3-digit figure from another 3 digit figure, only 16% of the centres succeeded in 
training their learners w ithin five m onths and it took all the way from 6 to 10 months for the rest of the centres to 
achieve it. M ultiplication, being a m ore difKcult process, took anything between 6 months to 10 months for any 
centre to im part instruction lo their learners; and the same ŵ as the case wnth division. N ot that the learners 
did not know the last two types o f c.Ucvilatioiis. W hat they did not know, and found difficult in com prrheiiding, 
were the mechanics ol these operations in  w riting. For, it turned out, tha t when these operations were to be done 
menially, all centres registered success w ithin a period of 3 to 8 months. Learners in 54%  of the centres were ab le  to 
pick up the ability to read the caleuiler w ithin the first five m onths while th<‘ rest were able to manage it w ithin the 
next two months. The ability to read tim e by looking at a watch dial was also pickcd up by the learnei> in 60%  of 
the centres within live montlis, and by 1 0% of the centres iu the sixth month. Perhaps, in the other centres (30% ) no 
ef!bn was made for this son of activ ity ; i'or, they have not answered the question. T he learners who were workers, 
were normally used to 3-digit and, perhaps, 4-(Ugit figures, but not 5 digit figures in their daily dealings, an d  this 
may be tht' reason why, ou t of the 46 c e n tm  whivh answ tred th a t ihey altem pled lo teach reading .')-digh figures, 
all but 3 centres look all the tim e between 6 and 10 months to achieve it.

(f) (ireaiing Awareness. How lar tlie centres aiternpted creation of awareness was ascertained by a few questioiis. 
31 ccntres out ol’SO claimed that th( y liad iniparted knowledge of popular sciencc related to life. 36 centres stated  
th a t (hey hafl im parled knowledge of sot-ia) problems, including child ( arc and nulrilion 39 centres had tiie d  to 
impress upon learners the need (o give up siipersliiimiis. 41 cenlres liad impressed upon iheni Ihe need to favf;. 44 
centres had rrcaied awar<-ness against bail liabils of daily lile. 33 centres had stressed national integration and 
loyally lo the nation. 36 centres had given tliem Ihe riidiniejits of citizenship. 40 centres had stressed co-operation. 
45 ccntres had given them simple lessons in h(-alth and hygiene. 31 centres had tried to open up possibilities of 
employment creation. AH the 50 centres slated that knowledge of agriculture and poultry farmmg was given.

{g) hmUionalily. - In  6 centres, some kind of occupational training seems to have been given. In  4 centres the 
learners started some business activity as a  result of the discussions, though such discussions were slated to have been 
held in 41 centres a t least. O f these 41 centres, 35 centres had been helped in im parting employment inform ation 
by Village F/xtension Officers or other Resource Persons. 11 centres had the benefit o f conducted studv tours; 23 
centres had access to posters and b it notices onlv; '̂ 6 centrj's gave the information from books; and in 28 centres 
the main source of inlbrrnation was the anim ator.

(k) Attempts at bnnging about .social change.— Concerted effort was m ade in some centres for efi'ecting social change 
keeping it as the u ltim ate aim  o f a d u lt education. In 39 centres, serious attention was given to wiping out super­
stitions, evil customs and traditional behaviour which ;i tood against acceptance of innovations. 43 centres mount<*d 
strong agitation, as it  were, against the evil practices o f indulging in drinks and drugs. 39 centres raised their voice 
against casteism and ineqalities in social and  political life. 41 centres gave simple lessons in family planning and 
family welfares. 31 ctmlres advocated freedom for w'omen in all walks of life. 35 centres linked t heir discussions also 
with development plans. The anim ator used printed materials dealing with doles, pensions to weaker sections, g ran ts 
and  other concessions lo the poor as the basis for discussions and invited Resource Persons to elaborate them, . They 
also helpefl deserving persons to get loans, etc., for poultry farming, starting cottage industries, etc. In more than  
36 c e n tm  the various schemes of governm ent in helping the poor were discussed.

(if) Resource Persons.— In m any centres, it is sta ted  ihal Resoutce Per.sons from outside were utilized for taking 
class«5, I ’hey include midwives, Ela Developm ent Oflicers, Panchayat M embers, V .E .O .’s, A .E.O .’s, Agricultural 
Officers, and Doctors.
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TII ANALYSIS AND I N I ’E R P R E T A T IO N  O F DA I'A {Contd.)

Reactions o f Learners

1. 'The sam ple analysed
T he Ouestionaire Schedules I to 6 were filled up by the anim ators. To cross check the information given by 

t hemi w ith  regard to m any im portant items, a Q uestionaire was given to the learners also. However, as the lear­
ners have not developed the ability to fill up questionaires independently, most o f them  would have taken the help 
of thie anim ators in answering them. Hence their value, as a  check, will be lim ited to that extent.

It was decided to select every alternate response for analysis from every one of' the 50 centres. In  some 
centires there were less than 20 learners a t the time the Qiiestionaire was adm inistered and so, from such centres 
only 9 or 8 responses could be selected for analysis. T he total num ber of responses, being 1020 only, the Schedule 
reluirns selected for analysis cam e to be 510.

2. Siex and Age o f  Learners

(/)f I he 510 learnei’S whose responses were analysed 96 w ere irien and tl 4 were women. 398 of them, 78 men 
and 320 women were bcfween 15 and 35 years of age while 99 of them, 13 men and 86 women were in the agc-group
36 t(o 45 anfl IS o fth em , 6 men anti 7 women were more than  45 yeai s of age. This shows that wliile 78% of the 
le a r n ie r a  w e r e  in the age group 15 to 35— Ihetargel group] who .should all be m ade literate by 1990 only 22% 
were; above that age group.

3. fS. C ., S. T ., O. B. C, and Forward CJommunlties—Their Sex and age-group.

O f the learners 136 persons, 34 men and 102 women, belonged to the Scheduled Castes and 36 persons, 31 
men and  5 wom en belonged to the Schedided Tribes. 99 persons belonging to the Scheduled (Jasles, 25 men and 74 
woriiierj, were in the age-group 15 to 35. O f the learners belonging to the Scheduled fribes, 26 belonged to this 
age-fgrtnip, 4 m en and 22 women,

I) n\en and  26 ^vomen, making a total o f 31 persons, belonged to the 36-45 age-group among the Scheduled 
GastU's while only 7 women were in th a t age-gro\ip among the Scheduled rribes. Learners above the age of 45 
nunnbered  6 , 5 men and  one wom an, among the Scheduled CJastes while there was only one wom an in that age- 
grouip am ong the learners of the Scheduled Tribes.

20>6 of the learners belonged to the O ther Backward Communities. O f them  36 were men and 170 were 
womven. 32 m en and 139 women, making a total of 171 persons belonged to the 15-35 age-group, aml5 men and 26 
wom ien, m aking a total of 31 persons were in the age-group 3ti to 45 while only 4 women were more than  45 
yearrs of age.

152 of the learners, out of 510, a little more than one fourth, belonged to the forward castes. O f them, 110 were 
w onnen and  only 22 were men. I0:i persons, 19 men and 84 women, belonged to the age-group 15 to 35, while 
29 piersons, 3 m en and 26 women, belonged to the age-group 36-45. There was no one w4io was more tlian 45 
yearfs old, i  aft/e P7shows ih f distriliution o fthe  510 learners in caste and age-groups,

I able VI

D istribntion o f  51(1 learners in caste  and age groups

13

Caste Male Female lo ta l Age range 15-35 Age range Age range above 45

Men Women Total Men Women Total A ten Women Total

( 1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (f>) U) (8) (9) ( 10) ( 11) (12) (13)

Scheduled Caste 34 102 136 25 74 99 5 26 31 5 1 6

Scheduled Tribe 31 5 36 4 22 26 0 7 7 0 I 1

O . B. C. 36 170 206 32 139 171 5 26 31 0 4 4

Forw ard  Castes 22 110 132 19 84 103 3 26 29 0 0 0

T otal 123 387 510 80 319 399 13 85 98 5 6 n

3 f j I 9 1 |M C .



4. Conduct o f the centres.

I ’he responses of learners are analysed below. 504 o f the learners who had responded have slated that they 
m et 6 days a week in the literacy centre. 479 of them have stated that they m et generally for 1^ hours per 
day. 490 of them  have slated 1 ha t books and slates were given to them . 476 have said that satisfactory lighting 
arrangements had been m ade. 505 have stated that the worker regularly attended the centre and also visited 
the houses of the learners. 120 persons had  said that the Resource Persons who took classes for them  num bered an y ­
thing between 7 and 20. But 306 o f  them  have stated th a t only less than 6 Resource Persons had gone to 
their centres to take classes and 56 persons have stated at no Resource Persons took any classes for thenj. 
28 pel sons have left tliis question unansw ered. II this means that no Resource Persons ever took classes for them, their 
nmnber should also be added to 56; and  it would make 84, This shows that perhaps in tw’o centres oi so, no 
Resource Persons w ould have gon«;, and  in about 60 % of the centres the animators had invited only a few Resourc e 
Persons to handle different subjects. I t is also possible th a t those w ho hail said th a t no Resource Persons had 
gone Id their cenlres or only a few Resource Persons had gone there had  not included lh(‘ B.D.O, V.li.C). and the 
other ofhcers of ( JovernnK'nt am ong Resource Persons.

5. Curricular and co-curricular acliv ities.

497 learners have slated th a t newspapcns were read in their classes. W hile 457 of thtun stated that the 
KANT'El) NEW S was one of these new’spapers, 497 larners had  stated that many classes were taken using copies 
o f the wall-newspaper, N A T I 'U V E L IG H A M , pubh:»hed by the S.R.C.

As for film shows, while only 164 of the leai ners have stated that they had  been shown lilms, 34ti learners 
stated that they w en not shown any fil ms. Thism eim s that nearly in 70% of the centres, film shows were not heltl. 
412 of the learners have also said tha t they had no other forms of entertainm ent as well. 62 learners 
mentioned that dram as have been perform ed in their centres and 10 learners stated th a t thiruvathirakkaliwds per­
formed.

As toi the co-cm viculav aclivhii's, ihc imdmgs aVe very mtevesling. O u t of the jO centres studieJ, 17 centrcn 
condxK ted entertainm ents; 18 centres used radios in and outside class work; in 34 cenlres newspapers were read 
in class. In 10 centres role-play w as held. 17 centres conducted dramatics. In  2 cenlres Ottamthullal 
(a  dance with satirical verses exposing social evils) was performed. In  5 centres vil-patlu (Music played on the siring 
o f a bow with the. a( com painm ent of drum s elc.) wasi held Kalhaftrasangarn (slory ti lling with songs and acdon) was 
held in 9 centres. 7 cenlres held exhibitions, 9 centres conducted study tours. In 20 centres ‘savings weeks’ h ad  
been organized. Dances w ere held in  12 centres. In  19 cenlres some arrangeinent was m ade Jbr serving tea to 
those who needed it, I'ilms were shown in 12 centres. In 24 centres vegetable gardens were kept.

Only 47 learners out ol tlje 5 iOvvho had responded have stated tha t any kind of play activities were held in  the 
cenlres, Obviously some kind of pi ay activity was conducted only in at the most, 2 of the cenlres. The Radio was 
tuned in more than  60%  of the centres, as 309 of the learners out of 510 have said so; and  in almost all the centres 
daily news was read from newspapers. 459 out of 510 learners have recorded positive replies to this.

As for the subjects handled in  different classes, the positive responses of the learners (given in brackets) indicate 
tha t the following were satisfactorily stressed in, almost all centres—health (504), family welfare (470) social relations 
(383), village development (409), villaf^e level administration (429) national integration (389), savings habits (455), 
occupational information (472), agricultural information (498), Government schemes, to help disadvantaged grouj)s 
(447), eradication of bad habits (436), cam paign against superstitions and outm oded customs (420) and  the need 
for accepting modern ideas for social change (265),

v« ^AStlsGds I'eacbing

On methods of communication adopted by the workers and Resoui ce Pei sous in the different centres, the following 
responses have been received. O u t o f the 5 10 persons who responded, 237 persons have staled that general discussions 
were held, while only 84 have stated th a t group discussioiis were held. 190 ])ersons have givcm negative responses 
which show (hat in about 8%  of the centres gi neral discussions and group discussions were not geneially held a t all. 
O ne usual nK'lhod of lea* hing was that the worker read out the lessons in class and tried to leach the words and sen 
tcnces orally. 500 learners testified th a t this was the usual method. 498 of them said also that the Ic^arjiers were 
asked to read the lessons. W ords w'erc then wi ittcn on blackboard accoiding to 497 learners , both by the teacliers 
and by the learners. 498 h;arners resix)uded thai mathematical sums were also worked out on blackboard. All 510 
learners stated tha i w ritten exam inations were held. While 64 of ihem stated that only one written examination was 
held, 446 persons stated that the tests conducted weie between 2 and 5,
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IV. E V A L U A TIO N  O F T H E  A C H IEV EM EN TS O F LEA RN ERS

F<or the evaluation of the achievetnents of the learners a question paper was prepared w ith  due attention to the 
^bjectiives to be tested. 10 questions were fram ed, each carrying 10 marks.

1. <Oracy and aw areness o f  felt problem s

T h e  first question was an oral test to find o\it the achievement of the learners in general knowledge and awareness 
of felt p ro b lem s. 11 items were asked, of which they w ere to answer only 5. For each correct answer 2 marks were
to be giva^n.

These 11 items are given below ;

( 1) W hal are the aids anti services you get frc>in the Block Office ?
('2) W hat are ihe piocedures for getting a loan from a Bank ?
('3) How is compost m anure piepared ?
((4) W hat are the benefits o1)tained liy lamily planning
(’5) W hat are the inoculations for tlie ininmni.satJon of children? W hat are ingriedients of a good

children’s diet ?
( 6) Which is the capita! of In d ia  ? W ho is our Prime M inister ? Who is onr Chief M inister ?
((7) How m any colours are  (here in our N ational Flag ? Wliat are they ?
('8) W hat benefits do we get by forming co-of)erative societies ?
((9) W hy shoulfl we org;mize reading rooms ?

(110) W hat should we do to get a good paddy crop ?
(1 I) W hal are the activities of a M ahila Samaj ?

J’hese (iuestions were to be asked uuUvidualiy to Uu' If.avnt.rs by ihe anhnator or Supervisor to lest both oracv 
and general information acquired by the learner. 510 papers were selected (nit of the 1020 answer papers for 
evahuataon by taking every alternate answer paper out of the 50 centi es. O nly 492 candidates took the oral test (ml of 
the ^0'le«:'.te<l population of 510. O f these 470 secured 40%  or more. The aggregate marks secured by all the 492 cau- 
didatu's eam e to 3429, m aking an average of 6.97 which means tha t almost4xalf o f the candidates who took the test 
had ;auswered a t l(‘ast 4 questions out of 5 correctly. fhose who did  not take the test nuniberetl only 18 out o f 510 
ie. ram ghly 4% .

2. M eadiug ability

T h e  second ([uestiou was to test ability to read and comprehend. A short paragrapli was printed in the question 
payien. T he learners were asked (1) to read it, and (2) to state iu one sentence w hat the paragraph was about. 
T he  jpresum ptiou was tha t if a  candidate was able (o answer the second part of the question, then alone he has read 
w ith uniderstanding. O nly 432 learners answei ed this (piestion. O u t of them, 380 learners secured 10% or more. 
T he ;aggregate marks secured by them was 2657, which makes an average of 6.15. Those who did not takt" the test 
num lbered 78, and  those who failed to get 40%  num bered 52. This means tha t out of the 510 candidates who were 
cxamiin'cd 190 persons could be taken as not attaining the reading ability. I ’his is roughly 38% . The scorta secured 
by tine e*xatninees is cotnparatively less than on m any other questions, not liecause they failed to read tlie script but 
becatuse m any failed to correctly compreiiend the ideas in the passage read.

3. W r itin g  ability

'The th ird  question was intended to test aliility to w rite w(U‘ds on dictation. In other words, wiiih; the secoiiA 
questtioai tested knowh^dge o f recognition vocabulary, the third question tested knowledge of recall vocabulary. 4^^|p 
c a m l i i d a t e s  out o f 510 answered this quention. 477 of them  secured 40%  or more. The total num ber of marks 
secuned' by all the candidates was 3418, making an average of 6.92- Instruction given to the examiners was to dictate 
only sirinple words which were fiamiliar to the learners, and this explains the high score secured liy most of thcfu.

T h e  fourth  question ŵ as the completion of sentence^ by inserting the proper word in tlie blank space within each 
givem se'ntence. This was answered by 498 learners, <jf whom 444 got 40%  or above. The aggregate marks secured by 
thcm i w as 3770 which makes an  average of 7.57. The fifth question asked was for co]>ying a given j)ai agi apli, T'hosc 
who aniswered this question numberocl 470. O f them , 441 received 40%  or more njarks. The aggregate marks was 3473 
whiclh m akes an average of 7.39. These two questions tested ability to w rite words w ithout counnilting gri>ss mistake s. 
T he h ig h  average marks secured by those who ai>swered these questions show that, generally speaking, the learners 
had ;ac«|uirecl a  fair degree of competence in w riting down or copying words and sentences.

4. JNiameracy
(, (Questions 6, 7, 8 and 9 were intended to test numeracy. Question 6 was a qu(istion on num ber series asking
to cojm plele given num bers like 2, 4, 8, 16, or 20, 19, 18. This question included 5 such items. 477 learners answered 
this q jucstion; of whom  426 got 40%  or more. T heir marks aggregated to 3291 which makes an average of 6.90, 7’he
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scve}ith qiieslioii was intended to test their kuowleiHge of simple arithm etical tables like how inany grams make a 
kilogram or how m any hours m ake a dlay. 494 learners answered this question, o f whom 430 got 40% or more. 
T heir rrarks made an aggregate of 3088 which makes an  average of 6.25. Question num ber 8 was inteaded to test 
simple laultiplicution. 'Jlu* question aHiked was what would be (he price of 10 kilograms of rice a t Rs. 3.50 per kilo­
gram . Only 432 learners answered thi;s question andi only 395 of them got 40% or above. Total marks secured by 
them w'as 2648 which makes an averag<e of 6.13. Quieslion num ber 9 tests knowledge of the prices of postal covers, 
inland flaps, ami post cards, along wiith knowledge <of simple addition and subljaction of rupees and paise. This 
question was answeied by 345 learners otnly, o f whom 316 got 40%  or above. I ’heir aggregate marks was 2146, which 
makes an average of 6.22. The ma^’ks obtained  in all the lour questions shows that the candidates had achieved a  fair 
competence in addition, subtraction and m ulliplicatioit ofone or two digit numbers and had some knowdedge o f simple 
m athem atical tables in daily use.

5. Letter writing

'lh(^ 10th question was tm letter w riting . It asked ibr writing a letter to one’s younger brother asking him  
to t 4)me home to discuss his sister’s nuarriage proposal. O f the 10 marks allotted to this question, 5 marks were to 
be given lor tlu^ form of the letter an.d 5 marks for the (Contents, if  correctly written. 414 learners answered this 
question. O f them  323 alone got m ore than 40%. Their marks totalled 2143, making an average of 5.18. It 
sliould be noted that 177 persons out of 510 failed tto write th(  ̂ letter or, if they wrote, failed to get 40%. T his 
makes 35%, which is a  fairly high rat e of failure.

Table V I I  Summarises the achievem ents o f  the learners.

I ABLK V II

Evaluation o f  the achievem ents o f 510 learners in  30 centres
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Qjiestion ,Vo. No. o f learners No. getting Aggregate Average marks Ohjectives tested % qualified
who answered 40%  and marks secured out
each question above secured o f 10

1. 492 470 .3429 6.97 O racy and awareness 93

2. 432 380 2657 6.15 Reading ability 74 .5

3. 494 A ll .'3418 6.92 W iiting and compre-
heiision ability

4. 498 444 3770 7.57 do. y  89
5. 470 441 3473 7.39 do. J1
6. 477 426 3291 6.90 N um eracy
7. 494 430 3088 6.25 do.
8. 432 395 2648 6.13 do. 77
9. 345 316 2146 6.22 do. J

10. 414 323 2143 5.18 Letter wi itiug 63 .3

6, Interpretation o f  scores

The total num ber of papers selected for scrutiny from the answer bundles received from the 50 centres already 
selected for study was 510, This was don<e by selecting every alternate paper from the bundle of answer sheets returned 
by each of the selected ccntres. T he aggregate marks secured by these 510 learners cam e to 30063. This makes au 
average of 58. 95, which is fairly high. But those who secured 40%  or more are (mly 411 This means that
99 learners out ol 510 did not make the gjade. This roughly comes to a little more than 19%.

An average ol 58.95 is a fairly h igh score, whicli might give the impression that the learners in these literacy 
centres have dtme extraordinarily  well, unless all the facts impinging on this score are explained fully. The objective 
of the assessment carried (mt; is to find ou t w hether the candidates who have undergone a 10 months course in  the 
literacj^ centres have achieved a m inim um  necessary standard in oracy* readin^^, writing and arithm etic and havo 
got some awareness about facts of life, inchiding their own occupation. I ’he questions asked call for a certain am ount o f 
general laiowledge, knowledge of arithm etic  tables and founs ol letter writing and skill in answering new-type 
questions of difFeient kinds, to w hich tliey have not been exposed earlier and which m ight therefore imnerve them  
to some extent. Hence, steps h.id been taken to lessen the diilicultita and pu t them  a t case in takmg the oriil 
and wr itten tests. I 'h e  question paper was given to the animators well in advance and the nature of the answers 
expected was clearly explained to them . T hey were asked to teach the answers to all these questions along w ith  
o ther similar examples (w ithout telling the  learners which are the questions asked for the test) so th a t when the



le a rn e is  got the (juestioii paper in hand they would not feel surprised at the (juestion \vordiiig or the Ibnnat oi' the 
nnsAwers required. No fixed time' limit was set i'or writing the answers, tliough they vvcic required to get llie:u written 
in oine class-sitling of roughly one and a half hours. Instruction was given that the valuation of the answers should be 
(lon(C liberally, not penalising the learners for small mistakes. 10 marks out of 10 were to be given if, for example, 
in le^tten’ w riting, the format was correct and the body of the letter contained only one or two sentences. 'Flie purposeful 
teac;hing or coaching to take (his test, if  some animators had done tmly that, is justified as we are interested hi testing 
o n ly  w h a t they had been taught and are therefore expected to know, and not to find out whether they had origina­
lity an d  initiative and could strike new ground. The liberal m arking of answers is also justified as they were unusetl 
(o tiaking examinations of this type and might not liave taken even this examination very seriously, as they had 

-nothiing to lose if  they did no | farew ell. The justification for not fixing an exact time limit w as to enable those 
who' w ere slow thinkers or slow writers also to complete the answers if they knew them by permitting them  to 
lake- a  little m ore time than 1| hours. It was also intended as a factor in prom oting j'apport, by relaxing the 
lensiioii in racing against time.

An examination t)f (he answ'er scrijits by ihe researchers sho^^Td that, at least in some centies llr learners, 
li.id been taught or perhaps coached well to answer these questions, 'The letter writtt ii, as auiwer to qu<‘ition 10 
inva riab ly  (H»nlained the same sentences (though not all tfie sentences) in the answer books of m my of tin h^arners 
fromj a centre;, which clearly shows lhal they had been exercised on it pii'viously.

A ranilom eherking of llie answer scripts showed that the valuation had been donr accojcling to iustruciion 
„and so did not l eqiiire any modei at ion, except in a few cases.

'I ’he Perum kadavila Block h  one in which the atm osphere was conducive to the pio|)agati(»n of lil( iacy. As
thfTe' w ere 150 literacy centre,; in the Block, th<;y weie fairly close to eai h other, and hence ea( h Su visor, who was 
in  chiarge of 30 centres, migiit have been able to visit f*ach centre at least onci‘ in a (brfnight. As a 1 the 8ii[)ervisors 
were' college educated young men, and belonged to (he locality, they w('ie able to do the supervision soim vvhat 
efiectlivcily. Almost all the animators wei e als</ Secondary School Leaving ( ierlili< ate holdei» imbued with sotne social 
sense- an d  they must have done their best in spite of ])ei sonal difhf:ulties arising out of their sti uggle to make both ends
m eet , Tfiese were some of the reasons for tlie fairly high average hcoic achieved by (h '‘ learners in the icM.

D u e  relevant question is why a 40%  niiuinuuu was lixed to difft'n 'utiate the literate from the illilenitc. The 
answAT is simple. If  the valuation ŵ as strict, normally .35% w(*uld have bf'en considered as the dividing line. In 
thi.s rcasie, f) marks more have been required of the candidates in order to rectiiy the vagaries of valuation if anv, by the 
anim iators, some ol whom atleast might not have been com petent to assess accurately the answers given.

11



V. SUMMARY AND INFERENCES
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1. Summary
(fl) Methodology.—The Perumkadavila I)lock, where 150 R.F.L.P. centres were functioning, was seleted as a 

type for studying the facilities available la these centres and the effectiveness of the programme. A Questionnaire with 
7 Schedules and an Evaluation Sheet was prepared and distributed to the workers of these centres. They were 
returned duly filled in through the Projcct Officer. Returns from 50 out of the 150 centres were selected for analysis.

(b) The Literacy Workers.—The first Schedule souglit information about the literacy workers. Most of them 
were women who were of middle age with S.S.L.C. or higher qualifications, but unemployed and with no other 
income. Most of them had come from educationally advanced communities, were married, and had to support a 
family with the meagre allowance of Rs. 50 they got from R.F.L.P. All except a few had, a t least, 21 days’ training. 
Only 68% of i hem kept personal diaries though this is a must.

There were 5 Supervisors; 4 of them were graduates and the 5th had completed the Degree course.

(c) The Literacy Centres.- - All the literacy centres were established in rural areas. Nearly half of them were
run in.private homes while ihe others were run in libraries, schools or in sheds put up for the purpose. of
them were exclusively women’s centres. All except 4%  of the centres, were held in the evenings, and for 6 days in 
the week. All except 28% of them were situated in places not difficult to reach. Most of them had name boards and 
all except 20% had some sort of lighting arrangements. All centres had facilities to display pictures, wall news­
papers etc. All centres worked for i j  hours. 94% of the centres had black boards. Only 12% had made 
provision for some kind of work activity.

The centres were located in places selected by the workers, by the R.F.L.P. officials, by the learners or by 
the local committees. Literacy surveys were conducted in almost all the places and they revealed that over 44% 
of the people in the pockets surveyed were ilUlerate. Among them, there was a sizable population of Scheduled 
Castes and Tribes. Most of the illiterates were farmers. The learners w'ho were actually enroUed in the 50 centres 
a t the beginning of the course, or were present on the first day of the first month were 1313, which works out to only 
26 learners, per centre.

72% of the centres had local committees but not all of them met regularly. These committees were made 
up of local men and women, both officials and non-officials. Some of these committees extended some financial 
help also, while all helped finding Resource Persons.

{d) The Learners.—O f the learners, about 75% were between 15 and 35 years of age. The attendance on a  selected 
day was 15.4 persons per centre in the first month, but it came down to 13.2 in the 5th month, l  He number of learners 
came down, in the course of 10 months, from 1313 to 1022 in the 50 centres. It is safe, therefore to assume that the 
learners who completed the course in the 150 centres can only be 3066, ie. 78% of those actually enrolled, or 68% 
of the tola! number expected to be enrolled, namely 4500.

(e) Conduct o f  literacy work.—All centres were in remote villages. Only in two centres out of 50, electric 
lights ^vere used, and in all the others, petromax lights or kerosine lamps were used. In all the centres, 
Primers published by KANFED/SRC were used. KANFED NEWS was read and discussed. Note works, flash 
cards, etc., were used in many centres, but not all. Lessons were started either by tcUing stories or by posing 
problemr,. Discussion method v\'as followed in most of the centres. Reading and writing by the learners were also 
practised in many centres. Matters discussed included topics on health and hygiene, family welfare, nutrition, 
sanitation etc. Study tours and exhibitions were conducted by a few centres while many centres took the learners 
out to sec exhibitions.

In  almost all centres, the learners aimed at and achieved satisfai^or>- levels in learning to speak, to read, 
to WTite and to do mental sums and simple arithmetic. They also learnt to solve problems. Some knowledge of their 
own occupations was also imparted to them.

39 centres out of 50 claimed that tiiey prepared their learners for a social change.

The ability to ans^ver questions orally W'as gained by the learners in all the 50 centres before the end of the 
5th month. The ability’ to tell a stor\' or describe an event, however, was achieved only by the learners in 25 
centres within this period. The ability to discuss a problem, balancing the pros and cons and come to a jud icio^ 
decision was reached only by the learners of 10 centres before the end of the 5th month and by the rest only in 
the course of the next 5 months. Learaers in 30 centres learnt to read words, letter by letter, within 5 m ontl^ 
while the others took more lime. The ability to read after hearing the passage read by the animator, was ga in ed  
only by the learnei-s in 24 centres before the end of the 5th month, while all others took more time. The ability 
to read small sentences without difficulty was achieved by tlie learners only in 14 centres by the 5th month w’lul^ 
the other.s took more time. The ability to read many sentences togethcfr was achieved by the learners of only 
9  centres before the end of the 5th month, the rest taking more time. It took more than 5 months for 45 c e n t r c s  
to prepare their learners for understanding and stating the meaning of a paragraph read. So too, the l e a r n e r s  

in 48 centres out of 50 were able to expand the idea contained in a paragraph and speak about it only after 5 months.



The learners in all the 50 centrcs learnt copying the letters of the alphabet within " ^ e  first 4 months and 
yl^g words within the first 5 months. Learners in 43 centres were able to take dictation ofletters o f the alphabet 

^^^jn 'the first 5 months. All Iearner.s were able to take down dictated words also within 7 months. The ability 
wTiie sentences on their o\vn was acquired by learners in 86% of the centres only after 5 months. Similarly 

jl j>ut the learners in 5 centres out of 50 took more than 5 months to w'rite a paragraph on their own. For w ritir^ 
) f t t c r s  competence was claimed by the learners of 37 centres only and all but one centre had achieved it only 
after a period of 7 months at the earliest. 13 centres did not perhap.s im part instruction for it.

As for imparling learning to write numbers 1 to 100 in the ascending order no one centre took more than 5 
nionths. But to write the nmnbers in descending order it took 7 months for the last centre to aclueve it. To add 
2 figures with 2 digits each, the learnei-s in no centre took more than 5 months. So too, to subtract a two- 
Jigit figure from another two-digit figure, the learnei*s in60°o  of the centres did not take more than 5 months. 
However, the learners in all but 29% of the centres took more than 5 months to add two 3-digit figures. 58% of 
the centres were able to im part instruction for subtracting a 3-digit figure from another 3-digii figure only after 
5 months and 26% of the centres did not probably teach it a t all. For multiplying a 3-digit figure with an one-digit 
figure instruction seems to have been imparted only by 30 out of the 50 centres, and while in all centres it took 
more than 5 months to teach it, 50% of the centres did the work only during the 9th and 10th months. Division 
of a two-digit figure with an one-digit figure was attempted only by 29 out of the 50 centres, and 17 o f the centres 
ic. 60% of them, did it only during the last two months. Theability to do menial arithmetic was evidenced in 30 
ceatres ou t o f  50, ie., in 60% of the centres, by the 5th month. Similarly, the ability to read the calendar was acqui­
red by ‘more than 50^o of the learners in the course of 5 months. Only 35 centres out of 50 (ie. 70%), exposed 
their learners to reading time by the watch, but o f them 85%, ie. learners, in 30 centres mastered it in 5 months. 
43 out of 46 learners learnt to write and read figures with 5 digits only after 5 months.

Information on creating awareness of problems w'as given on differing topics like popular science, social life, 
saving habit, superstitions, bad habits, national in t^ ra tio n , citizenship, health and hygiene, employment creation, 
agriculture and poultry farming. Almost all these items W'ere taken up in at least 60% of the centres, but agri­
cultural information seems to have been most popular, having been dealt with in all centres.

Occupational training W’as given in ver^’ few of the ccntres only. Discussions, study tours and dissemination 
of employment information were the usual items bearing on functionality.

Attempts were also made in most centres to usher in social changes by bringing about, generally, beliavioral 
changes in the learners. Campaigns were mounted against superstition, drink evil, casteism, etc., and for communal 
harmony, W'omens’ rights, and family welfare in most of the centres. Discussions were held also to familiarize the 
weaker sections with the grants, loans and doles instituted for their welfare. Resource Persons were called in for 
this purpose.

(./) Opinions o f Learners.—O f tiie 1020 Schedules received from the 50 centres, alternate ones were selected for 
analysis o f the responses of the learners to cross check the information the animators had given. The total number 
of learners whose returns were analysed, thus numbered 510, of whom 96 were men and 414 were women. 398 of 
them, 78 men and 320 women, W'ere in the age-group 15 to 35, ie. 78% of the total number. 172 o f the learnere 
were Scheduled CJastes and Tribes, and of them 125 belonged to the 15-35 age group. 206 of the learners belonged 
to the O ther Backward Communities, of whom 171 came within the 15-3.') age group. Almost all agreed that the 
centres met for 6 days a week, 1^ hours per day, and that books and slates were given to them and the lighting 
arrangements w’ere satisfactory. Resource Persons who took classes numbered between 6 and 20. Newspapers, 
including KANFED NEWS were read in class. NATTUVELICHAM  was also used. Film shows \vere not held 
in  70%, o f (he ccntres. Only in a few centres, dramatization and role-play were held, or any performing arts or 
exhibitions held. Study tours were also held for the benefit of the learners only in a few centres. Play activities 
were rarely held. The radio was tuned on in many centres. Almost all subjects necessary for creating awareness 
of ones’ problems in day-to-day life W'ere covered in discussions carried on in most centres. The usual method of 
teaching was reading and explaining; discussions were also held. Sometimes mathematical sums were worked on 
black board. W ritten and oral tests w’ere also held.

{g) Achievements o f  Learners.—I'h e  same sample of 510 learners was elected for evaluation of the achievements 
o f learners at the end of 10 months. 470 learners (94%) got 40% or above, w h i c h  is the cut-ofT point to differen­
tiate pass and failure in the oracy and general knowledge test. 380 learners (74.5%) got 40% or more in the 
reading test. 445 learners (89%) qualified on an  average in the writing tests taken together. In  the numeracy 
tests taken together, those who qualified numbered on an average 392 learners (77%). On the final letter writing 
test, 323 learners (63.3% ) alone qualified. The total marks secured by all the 510 cand ida te  together was 
30,063, which makes an average of 58.95. Those who secured 40% and above in the test, all questions taken toge­
ther, numbered 411 out of 510 or 2466 out of 3066 ie. a httle over 80% of those who took the tests. Both the number 
o f persons who qualified as literates and the standard achieved by them are indeed creditable to the RFLP organization.

2. Inferences

(a) Advantages o f  a Block-wise organization o f literacy centres.—The Rural Functional Literary' Project in 
Perunkadavila Block consisted of 150 literacy centres spread out w’ithin an area of 304.30 sq. kilometres and 
supervised by 5 Supervisors working under a Project Officer. Naturally, the centres were fairly near to each other, 
so much so, the Supervisors, each one o f whom had to supervise 30 centres, could normally find time to visit a centre
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atleast once in a fortnight, if  he decided to) viisiti; 2 centres a day, or concentrate on one centre spending a w hole 
day tliere. Though tliis is n(T»t enough foff :an clfective <?u])ervision, if the Supervisors were dedicated and 
concienscious workers and wei-e properly guiidetd I by the Project Oflicer, tliis could have led atleast to a nominal super­
vision. I t is common knowledge that wheire adlequate arrangements are not m ade for proper supervision most of 
the adult education centres organised by  somire mgencies fail to meet on all appointed days. VVliere for example, 
as in the case of many volunt:ary agencies {onlly ”30NAEP centres had been sanctioned to be opened without insisting 
on their location being w ith in  one Block aind th(ey had been opened in an area covering more tlian one Block, 
w ith  only one vSupervisor to oversee tlieni, lihe exjperience has been tliat many centres did not meet at all for days 
together as the Supervisor couild no t visit ai c<euttre even <mce a month.

{b) 1 he need to increase the allowcmceis llo nvoiken. The animators were all at least S.S.Ij.C. ^lassed young
men and women, and naturally  capable o( siiistaiined\vork involving house visits dm ing day time and condurtuig 
classes and other learning at:dvities a( nigh t, |pio)vitied howevt'r, that they were given pioper incentives. The allo­
wance of Rs. 50 a m onlh given to th(rm wo'ulcl luave been hardly eiu)ugh to sustain anyone  in the job (or a h^ng 
time or to goad them to clo sincere ^vork, lunllessi they were inspired by ideals of social service as a result of periodic' 
f'xhonations a1 meetings an d  conlereuce* |jy  th(‘ Project Officer, other superior ofiicials and by non offii ials 
o f repute in the locality an d  the State. fMo)st of them vvc're unemployed educated youdi ’who came liom pool- 
lamilies and were not able to make botli eind;s imeet. Hen(:e thei e is a case to increas(‘ the allowance given to the 
literacy workers, atleast hereafter. 'F hat the^y liiad not found time to do their very best is evident from the fact 
that even a t the very beginning not all ceitur^s had succeeded in enrolling 30 learners in each ami during tlu^ 
course of the 10 months nearly  20°  ̂ had (h opjpctti out.

(c) Those who becom e literate arie ivnhy around 50%.—

While the optimum num ber of leairneirs to l^e enrolled was 4500, the total num ber of learners who were 
picked up to be emollcd in the  150 centres,, cailcuilated on the basis of the data obtained from the .sample of 50 
centres studied, was only 42134. Those \v;lio aictually joined the centres were, however, still less, being 3939. 
A t the end of 10 months there  vvt're only 30f30 IlearnoTs on the rolls. This is only 68% of the optimum num ber 
expected to be m ade lilerate by  tin; p ro jcc i. Anid, ol them, those who successfully completed the course were ouly 
246(i, ie. B0% of the learners w ho took the tesits rJr rtnvly 53.9°{, of ihe expixted emollment of 4500.

(d) Number o f SC*s, ST*s, and O.B.G’si wh<o com pleted the literary course and of the learners in  
age-group 13-33|satisfactory

T able V n i  shows the distributl<m of I'varners caste-wi.se and age-wise

'I ABLE V III

D istribution o f  learners in caste and age groups at the end of 10 m onths in 150 Centres
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-1\gf. ramge 15-35 Age range 36-45 Age range above 45

Caste Male Female 'Total Men l¥otmem Votal Men W  nmeti Tntal Men Women To to

Sell.
Caste 204 612 816 150 444 ^94 30 1.56 186 30 6 36

Seh.
T ribe 106 30 216 24 i:?2 156 0 42 42 0 6 6

OBC 216 1020 1236 192 834 10)26 30 156 186 0 24 24

Forward 
C;istes 132 660 792 114 5(J4 618 18 156 174 0 0 0

lo ta l 738 2322 3060 480 I9H 23594 78 510 588 30 36 66

From Table I we find th a t 44 . out of i;^13i le uncrs who were on rolls m the (irst mouth belonsfed to the 
Scheduled Castes, and Tribes. Fhis is 35.;«% . 4t may he seen that 33.7% of the learners who qualified at the 
end of 10 months oi the cours-^ bel(onixed to the Sdiwduled (lasre and Scheduled Tribes together. Another 
4 0 .4 %o who completed the coursc l)elong(ed to the odier Backward Communities. Similarly 2394 out of 3060
ie., not less than 7 8 .2%  of the  learuer-i bdomgc'd ito tihe 15-35 age-group.
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'( e) Literacy levels achieved are above average

Instruction given in literacy and awareness creation was m ore than  satisfactory. Most o f the centres had the 
niecessary faciUties provided and efforts had been made to make use o f those facilities with a view to achieving the 
Oibjcctiv^es. A good num ber of Resource Persons have been engaged for creating awareness. Table IX  shov\^ the 
saiccess achieved in the different aspects of literacy, taking all the 150 centres together.

I ’a b l e  IX  

Evaluation o f  the 3060 learners

tin .
Wo.

A'b. of learners 
who answered 
each qtmtion

J\fo. getting 40%  
and above

Aggregate marks 
secured

Average marks 
secured out 

o f 10

Objective tested Percentage
qualified

U. 29.52 2B20 20574 6.97 O racy & awareness 93%
2 . 2792 2280 15942 6.15 Reading & compre­ 74 .5%

hension ability

31. 2964 2862 20508 6.92 W riting ability 1
# . 29H8 2664 22620 7,57 do. ;y 89%
5); 2 m 2646 20038 7.39 do. ]
6.. 2862 2556 19746 6 .90 N um eracy
77. 2964 2580 18528 6 .25 do, 77%
81. 2592 2370 15888 6.13 do.
9). 2070 JB9(> 12876 6 .22 tio.

110. 2484 1938 1285B .5.18 liCtter writing 6 3 .3 %

'I’he aggiegiUe itiarl«>i st'cuted by the 3060 learne»s is IH0378 w hich yields an  average of 5B.95. This high 
aivciage ^hovvs (hat the perlbrm ance o l'th e  learners was fairly high. 'I'hose who made 40%  grade num ber 2466. 
^Vhile these may lie consul«'r('d literate, those who did not becom e literate are only 594 ie. 19.4%. Achievements of 
tlhe learnci's was highest in oracy and awareness, and down in the scah', cam e writing, num eracy, reading with compre- 
hiension and letter writing in that order. Least effective o f 'a ll was achievem ent in l\mctionality, as instruction in  
nuosl centres was not accompanied by provision lor skill (raining.

3|1 9 1|MC.



VT. C O N C L U SIO N S AND R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

1. Ooncenti'ated work in a lim ited  area is  better than sporadic work in a whole State

For an intensive propagation of adu lt education activities, conceutrating on small territorial units like Panihayats 
o r Development Blocks by starting a large num ber of centres near to cacli other, is better than starling literacy centres 
sporadically here and there in a District or State. The concentration helps organizational and supervisory effojts and 
leads to  better achievements of the learners, W liile sanctioning AEP units o f 30 centres each to voluntary agencies, 
this fact should be kept in mind, and  they should hft required to concentrate these centres in a Panchayat 
o r  tw o .

2. Initial and continued propaganda essentia l

Even when the propagation oi literacy activities is concent rated in areas like Development Blocks, and where 
literacy surveys show that these areas have a large iiuniber of illiterates, it may not be possible to get; the m iiiinuni 
required of 30 learners for each centre, even to be enrolled, and much less to be retained for 10 months unless inten­
sive campaigns have been m ounted earlier in the aiea stressing the need for literacy and the benefits which m ight 
accrue to the learners as a  n;sult of becoming literate. T he ])roj)aganda part of the activity is as im portant as the 
conduct of literacy centres, and should be continued systematically through holding meetings and organising 
Jathas and rnelas even after the starting of the centres, through the 10-month period, Unless an intensive caiapaign 
int luding house visits, is m ounted a t the beginning, all available learners may not be attracted to register their names in  
the liteiacy centres, and unless continuously rem inded of the need J'or and the benefits accruing fiom literacy, it may 
n o t  b(̂  possible to  ri t a in  th o se  who had enrolled for tlic period of the entire course. I 'h e  SRCs should tl)erefore  
be asked to can y  on continuous propaganda thorougliout the years in the area of tlu'ir jutisdiction.

3. Local C om m ittees i f  form ed, w ill not only atssist the anim ator in running the centre bat add
credibility to it

J/ local comr/iitfees are  formed before starting the ccntres by the  agency responsible for starling ihe.o, liit.se 
committees m ay help them not merely in locating the centres in suitable places but also in identifying (he possitile 
learners in the locality and in eniolling thenj in thf  ̂literacy centres. They m ay also be of help, to sf)me e5«tent, in 
following up the attendance of these learners throughout the ten months. They may-ftlso be able to assist’he ani- 
m atojs in securing tea( hiug aids, bringing in Resource Persons and organizing co-curricular activities.

We have found that wherever Jocai conuTiiltees were organized hi (he Pcrumkadavila Block, thry Ijad bee n 
of g iea t servict; to the R.1'’.L.P. Centres. Some o f them seem to have helped the centres even linancially. WhiJe the 
R .F .Ii.P , centres are financially supported by Governm ent and need very little help from outside, the centres run by 
m any voluntary agencies do not often have enough funds to carry on their daily activities and are not gener.lly well 
equipped w ith even the m inim um  essential requisites hke blackboards, lanterns, books and study aids. I f  they are 
am ong those which are started under the A.E. P. set up. m onthly salaries m ay b e  paid to the anim ators as long as 
Governm ent grants are received on tim e; bu t often, especially in, the second half of the ten months, this docs no t 
happen , and so, for months the workers may go w ithout any allow ances being paid to them. U nder these circum­
stances, they would often be constrained 1o neglect llieir v\w k, and for days together the cent;res may ,^tand 
closed or meet only nom inally off and on, a t a time w hen the teaching-learning process has just reached the fakc- 
ofl stage and ought to get a m om entum . Jf local conimittees are formed w ith M embers of the Panthayals and 
othei inlluential persons of the locality in it, they m ay perhapji be able to help the centres tide over such Kitualions 
by securing m onetary grants oiToans from the public or a t least ])y appealing to the social conscience of the a)iimators 
and  extending sympathy to them.

1 heir greatest value, however is that, as sent hia Is on the spot, they are able to vv'atch the da)-to-diiy i>cti/iti€S 
of the centre "and vouclosafe to the fact that they m eet regularly or not on the scheduled days and a t the  
scheduled time. I  heir opinions ought to have the greatest weight also w ith regard to the claims m ade on behalf 
o f  the centres in m atters like (he ccjnduct o f film show's, exhibitions, study tours ajid the hke, as W'ell as wliether 
Resource Persons have been invited to the ccntrcs or not Hence their opinions should be taken by the Supervisors 
as p a rt of the monitoring and  evaluatioji o f the centres evei y m onth. If this is done it would add credibihty (o the 
centres’ claims regarding the holding of classes, the at tendance of learners and the organization of mosl of the 
curricular and co-curricular ac tivitif-s. It is connuon knowledge that in all these, the animators usually make tall 
claims wliich normally one finds it often difficult t(i believe, and one has very little means to verify in the absence 
o f  some soit o f local testimony.

I t is, thexefore, rectm uncnded that vvheiiever Al^P centres are sanctioned to any organization, it must be laid  
down as a condition that a local committee shonld be pr<“perly formed before the starthig of each centre.

1  his is also the reason w hy we should seriously considei' sharing the responsibiUty of starting and conducting 
A EP centres w ith local bodies like the M unicipalities and  Panchayats and w ith voluntary organizations which are 
locally operating and are w ilhng to collaljorate w ith the local bodies in this m atter.
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4. Im centives are necessary to prevent dropouts

Unless proper incentives are given, ihe drop out rate in the literacy centres will continue to be high I f  the 
leavnen’s get some m onetary benefits, they may stay on even if the program m e does not convince them. In its 
absencce, the provision of m inim um  physical comforts in the centre like adequate sitting space in the building or 
shed ^whlere the centre is held and enough mats or benches, to sit on, and a cup of tea after an hour of 
instru(cti(onal or other activity may go a long way to retain their continiied presence. I f  adequate provision 
is maide of the required instructional aids like blackboard and chalk, and slates and note books, and proper lighting 
arrang^ernents are ensured, only then, they may help to retain the continued presence of even those who are o ther­
wise m iotivated to learn. It is absolutely necessary to supplem ent the teacliing of the 3 R ’s ^vith study tours or 
visits to places of interest in the neighbourhood, film shows connected w ith  topics in agriculture, health and 
hygieme, etc., Avhich a ie  interesting and informative, and other entertainm ent programmes like the locally popular 
perforrniing arts and play activities which would attract tliein to come to the centres regularly, If the dis- 
cussionis on problem s of civic and economic activities, social life, health and liygiene, agricullure, industry and 
trade,, a re  conducted w ith the participation of all interested learners, and they help thnnv  light on tackling felt 
ne(‘ds„ t hey might also help ensure continued attendance of the learners. Most of the learners, W'̂ e should know, come 
to the cientre not because they are generally m otivated to learn bu t ])ecause they would like to set what iinmediat* 
benefiits they can get out o( it, Fhis is why we firul th a t a m ajor pot t io n o f th e  learners drop out during the lirsi
5 moruthis. Those who still keep attending m a y b e  those who am  genuinely motivated

I  he K erala State (#overnnient and  the Kerala Association li)r Non-lr>rmal I'.ducation and Develmjnicnt 
(KAr’VFED) have instituted incentive awards lor learners as well as foi th e  liest literacy ccntreh, KAN I’E l) has 
also im stitu ted  special awards for the l)est literacy workers. 'These are steps in the right direction,

5. (On an average only about 50% of the learners com plete the literacy course and still less qualify  
}as literate

'H u' estimated enrolment of fiO RIT.I* centres was 4500, as 30 learners were expccl(d to join each centrp. 
But, )in spite of all the eflorts of the F’roject OlUccr, Sujjervisors and the literac'y workers (it is presumed that govern» 
meint: miachinery should have alerted all those resj)onsible for the Project to secure admission o f the optimum 
numiber' o f learueis) it was i)ossiblt' tnrly' to make a \isl of effcd  the euvolou'ut of only 3939, And,
from this, there was a continuous drop out month after m onth, w ith the result that, at the end of 10 nionthsj therx; 
were only 30C6 learners Icl't on roils. These were the learners who took tin' literacv tests, (^f them, only 78% 
qualiiUe.d by getting 10%, which was, in this case, decided as the cut-off point. I f  we calculate the percentage ol 
literaites on the expected enrohncnt of l.'iOO IcarnerSj it vvoukl ordy'' be 68% . However, it must be conceded in this 
conntection, that even on the optinnun num ber of 30 learners per centre becoming literate is a cm litah le  
achieweuucnt, as normally iji centres nn i by voluntary agencies, the average literacy achieved is only ro\ighly or 
le,s.s tlhan 50

I'his is a point to rem em ber in calculating the literacy figures every year. I 'h ere  is a teudeney to eonsi- 
dei adl those who were enrolled once in a literacy centre as having become literate tor purposes of statistics. I'his 
shoulld l>e avoid<'d. Only those who complete the course and pass the tests shoukl b(* counteil as literate, ii the term  
is to haive any meaning. AW agencies condticting liteiaey eentr<;s should tlierefore l)e required to coutkicl (uopei' 
evahuation o f Ihe le.irners and count only (hose who have passed the tests as literate in (heir returns to ( Jovcinmont.

6 r«*r effective supervision m ore Supervisors are u etessary

II supervision fails, everything in the literacy centre would fail. M ore Supervisors may' hav(' to be appointed 
in  ev/ery Block if' jiroper supervision is to be ensured. O ne Supervisor is now appointed for every 30 ccnlTcs. I t  
is noit possible for a Supervisor to ‘supervise' the activities of norm ally m ore than one centre a day. I f  he visits 
two (centres, it will be a visit juid not a supervision of the activities of centres with a view to checking their daily 
progtram m es and giving corrective suggestions. In  the absence of pioper supervision, atleast some animators may 
take the  freedom to absent themselves on working days or may' no t attend the centre at the time classes ar<̂  to be 
held., o r  dismiss classes earlier than  the closing time. Most anim ators are lik«'ly to bloat up the atteadance ol lear­
ners in days in which many are ab,sent if they know that the chances of' finding it out are rare. So loo, some ol 
the am irnators may not bother about geiting the services ofResource Persons as often as necessary All instructional 
lapse*,s m ay  also go unnoticed. For optim um  cfhciency in siq)ervisioi], one Supervi.sor should not be entrusted 
w ith supervision of itiore than 10 centres. "I'his would enable one to visit a centre at least 3 times a. m onth and not 
njere^ly sit through a whole instructional pei iod but even visit s(>me of the leading locfil m en’s homes and some of the 
learn ier’s homes 1o find out their opinions about w hat happens in die centre. This is a reform  which deserves, 
■therffitbre, im m ediate consideration. There are [)roposal8 a t  present for increa.sing the alh^wances given to the 
Supervisors taking into consideration the quaritmn oI work thev hav'̂ e to do, but this will certainly not help im piove 
the periodicity or eflectiveness of their supervision. These can be achieved only by increasing their number.

7 R «ducc duration o f the course and the num ber to be enrolled

In a coiu'se which is 10 months long we tind that a good part of the drop out takes place during the first 5 
laontthy. Serious instruction takes place also oidy during the latit 5 months. If  something is done to increase the 
luotiivation o f learners, and  instruction time is increased, and  s^ipervision strengthened, probably the duration of
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t he course may be lessened to say 5 or 6 months. I t  would also enable the course to be organized during pericKlsr 
convenient for sections of the people like agricuUural la1)ourerSj as the months when they are most required in (he 
fa rm  could easily l)e left out. I 'h is wou.ld help secure better attendance throughout the period. I f  the rnaximurn 
num ber of learners required to a ttend  a icenti e is also reduced from 30 to 20 or even 15, it would also be a  step in 
the  right direction as it would consideraibiy hel]) conduct of ihc centres wiih better eihciency.

^ . Achievement o f  learners depend  on proper organization o f activities

The attainm ent of the learners is above average in the Perumkadavila Block because all minimum necesvsary 
tools for learning, namely prim ers, slates, books and pencils w<tre issued to all the learners, atid all activities con­
ducive to promote learning, cvuricular a n d  co-cun icular, were properly organized. In  many adult education 
centtes outside the R FL P this is not done, and it iifl'ects learning detrimentally. Arrangements for proper super­
vision are also part o f efficient organizatiion. I t is suggested that writing practice should be done in note books 
instead o( on s ates, as this wouUl m ake available a  permanent record of the learner’s work, which the Supervisors 
and  otheis could ( heck to find out whal has been (ione and at different mojiths.

9  Achievements in oracy, w riting, num eracy and reading with com prehension are in descending 
order

Learners’ achievements in the Perum kadavila Block are maximum in securing oracy and general inibr- 
ination. 'riiis is because discussions had become a i'avoured pattern of instruction, ami had been held in m any 
ct'iitres (o create awaieners in all aspects i»f liie. Next in the order came achievement in ^ iiting , which shows llint 
th e  learners had l)een regularly exercised in writing. Nvmieracy is usually neglected in many literacy centres. 
Though this was not the case in the Perum kadavila Block, still the achievfements of learners in numeracy ranked far 
below writing. The reasons are not I'ar to seek. T he literature produced by the SR C ’s on numeracy instruction 
is sciuity. Still less is the time devoted to  the teaching of methods of imparling n\uneracy in the training o f the 
aniniators. G reater attenticm has therefore to be paid to improve this situation, Miich lower in the scale o f 
achievement came reading with com juehension. This shows that while iornial reading m ight have been exercised vm 
in most centres, few centres really exercised their learners on finding the meaning o f w hat was reail. This is a  
inalier which should l)e brought to the a tten tio n  of all literacy workers lor j’uture guidance. Forms of letter writing 
have not been taught in some centres while practice in filling up application forms for securing loans Irom banks 
oi the benefits extended l»y governm ent to> disadvantaged groups have not been .seriously taught in any centre. 
These are, perhaps, the last things to be taugh t in any literacy centre, but they are the most im portant ones, 
IJnless these items art taken up sinniltaneously with giving writing exercises by dexterously weaving these aspec ts 
in to  them, the animators are ap t to leave them  out lor want of time, I'his is a m atter which should be Inought 
to the atienlion of curiicuhnn markers.

10. Important areas for research

'I his study has revealed m any areas lor research. The most im portant among them is bow to retain the 
leprners enrolled in the literacy centres for the entire; period of 10 months. W hether the 10 nionth period o f the 
course c^m be still further reduced, increasing the duration of the classes held each day, is another im portant p ro ­
blem for research. M ethods ol enlisting local support for enrollijig all the illiterates in a locality and retaining them  
ths oughout the course is still another area of interest for research. Studies may have to be conducted also on the 

'Optim um  num ber o f centres w hich could be entrusted to one Supervisor. On methods of instruction, one im port­
a n t ci^quiry to be m ade is how far literacy  teaching, divorced from the creation of awareness on problems oJ lile,
including occupational training (functionality), is effective. Another is the relative weightage to be given to fvui-
ctionality in literacy training and  how  tliis could be achieved in the context of most literacy centres not being w ork­
shops as wi'll. Also for research, an interesting topic is the relative interest shown by the learners in literacy 
training and in the discussions for the creatioii ol’ awareness The impact actually m ade by awareness creation on 
behavioral change brought about in the learners, and social change in the locality through the learners, is another 
inteiesting and im portant area for research.

T heie are also m any areas of A ction Research like the time taken to teach reading, writing and a rithm etii, 
adopting different methods; the optim um  lighting  required for each centre and how to provide it if  kerosene lamps
only are used; the size of the types to be used in printing primers for the learners, who, though illiterate are over
15 years of age, and the topics wiiich w ould m ake interesting reading if includ(^d in the Primers. It has been 
stated  earlier that one advantage oi' using note books instead of slatt's 1)y the learners from the beginning of the 
course is that the note books would form  a perm anent record which the SupenHsors and others interested in m oni­
toring the progress of the learners could assess a t any time in the course of the 10 months. Hencc, whether note 
books could be substituted for slates frotn the b(*ginning of the course is another topic which could, and should be 
taken up fc»r Action Research.
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A p p e n d ix  I  

State R esource Cientre, K erala

I A Q U E S T IO N N A IR E  O N  R U RA L F U N C T IO N A L  L IT E R A C Y  PR O G R A M M E *

For the attention o f literacy w orkers

1 . Included in this Qiiestionnaire are 7 Schedules. Unless they are  all filled in, the Questionnaire returns 
will b»e iincoinplete and therefore will not be useful.

2 .  A  Reference N um ber is m arked on the lop of the facing sheet o f the first Schedule. It should be entered 
on to{p o»f every Schedule which is to be returned. I'he Reference N um ber is (he same for all Schedules issued to one 
centres.

3 . Against tnany questiotis, possible answers are also given. W here (he answers are Yes/No, pu t a  tick m ark  
(v /) o)n th e  correct aiLSwer. W here 3 or 4 possible answers are given, p u t a ( \ / )  tick m ark o n  the correct answer or 
answe-irs. I f  the question requires an answer to he given by you, w rite  it clearly in the space given.

4 . Be honest w ith regard to all answers given. I f  you do not know the correct answer to a question ask those 
who kmotw about it and then write. Do not guess or entei what may l)c an  approxim ate answer.

PHedse note that whatever may be the answers you give, they will in no way detrimenlally ajfectyom interests,

5 , If f»ther arrangenients are not m ade to collect the filled up  Q iiestionnaire from you, it may kindly be sent 
to the Diirector, S .R .C ., K A N FED , Saksharata Bhavan, T rivandrum -14.

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

Saksluarata Bhavan, D r . N. P. P il l a i ,

Trivaind-nun. Director, S.R.C.
10th Ja m . 1983.

SC’.IIEDULE 1

S I’A TU S SU RV EY  O F 'I l lE  LITER A C Y  W O R K E R /S U P E R V IS O R

Rlef. N o.................................................................................................................

P’ersBon collecting the data  ................................................................

D)ate of collecting the d a t a .....................................................................

1 . N am e :............. ........................................................................ .. 2. M ale/Fem ale

3 . (A) Below 15
(B) If) 25
(O) 26 -35
(1>) 36- -45
(K) 4 6 - -55
(F) Above 5.5

4.. E ducational Q ualification

(A) Below S.S.I..C.
(B) Failed S.S.L.G.
(C!) Passed S.S.L.C.
(D )  O t h e r s ...................................

* IVanslation o f the M alayalam  Q uestionnaire 
3 | l ‘.9 1 jM C .
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5 . M ain Vocation

(A) No vocation
(B) Self-employed
(G) Part-tim e jo b
(D) G overnm ent Service
(E) Private jo b
(F)

verage Incom e

(A) No incom e
(B) Rs. 1 - 5 0
(Cl) Rs. 51— 100
a > ) Rs. 101— 150
(E) Rs. 151--200
(F) Rs. 201--250
(G) Rs. 251-^300
(H) Rs. 301--350
(I) Rs. 351 - 400
(J) Above R s. 401

7. Gomrnunity

(A) Scheduled Caste/Schedulcd T ribe (B) O thers.............................................. . . . .(S p e c ify )

8. lVIarital|Statiis

Single/M airied

9 . Experience in A dult Education

(A) Below one year
(B) 1 to  2 years
(C) 2 to 3 years
(I>) 3 to 4 years
(R) 4 to 5 years
(F) Above 5 years

10. Address of the worker

Name .....................................................................
House N am e Sc N o................................................
Place ........................... .........................................
District ...................................... ..............................
Pincode .....................................................................

11. H ave you received any train ing? Yes/No

(A) I f  so, froiri w here? .................................

(B) T o ta l No. o f days of T r a in in g ................
(Before com m encing w ork a t the cen tre ...............
(After starting  the w o rk .........................................

(G) U nder w hal program m e? ....................................

12. Name and Address of the C e n tre ........................... ..............................

13. W hether a diary of anecdotal records (including beliavioral changes and  progress in different aspect 
of learning of each learuei ) is m aintained in respect of each learner. Ye»/No



ScHRDlfLE I I

C O N D IT IO N S O B T A IN IN G  IN L IT E R A C Y  C EN TR ES

Ref. N o..............................................................................................
Person collecting data  ................................................................
D ate of collecting data  ............................................................

1. U nder w hich agency/programme does the centre function?
2 . W here is the Centre situated—~Village/Town
3 . Address of the C entre w ith nam e of Block and pincode num ber
4 . Has the Centre a Name Board? Yes/No
5 . For whom  is the Centre organized? M en/W om en/Both
6 . W here does tlie Centre function?

(A) In a  house (B) School (C) R eading Room
(D) O ther places (Specify) .........................................................................

7 . Date of commencement ..................................................................................
8 . How m any days a w e e k ...............................................................M ention the week days.....................................
9 . 'Fiine o f work on each d a y .......................................................................... .H ow  m any jiou rsa  d a y ....................

.................... noon/evening/night
S tarling tiuit; ..................................................... ..

10 . Has the Centre adefpiate accom aiodalion for B(J persons? Yes/No
11 Accessibility to tlie learners Diflicult/Not dilHcult
12. Has the Centre lighting arrangem ents? Yes/No
13. Sort of lighting Electric light/Petrom ax/H urricane lam ps/others
14. Seating arrangem ent during discussion:

(A) Floor & M at (B) Benches (C) O ther seating facilities (Specify..................................... )

13. Ho\v long is it since the present batch  was started?
Below one motuh. (B) 2 months (C) 3 m onths (D) 4 months (Fj) 5 months 
(F) 6 months (G) 7 mouths (H) B months (I) 9 months (J) 10 numths

SCUEDULE III
O R G A N lZ A riO N A L  PRO BLEM S

Ref. No. . . .  ..................................................................................
Person collecting d a t a ................................................................
D ate of collecting d a t a . .............................................................

A . Survey
1 . W ho chof)se this place lor running the Centre?

I A) The worker
(B) Supervisor/Project Officer

iC) T he  I*eamets
D) Local CJommittee

E) Any other person (Specify.............  .........................................)
2 . H ad a Literacy Survey been ever conducted? Yes/No
3 . I f  yes, state—

(a) N am e of the person who conducted it
(b) No. of families the survey covered

(c) T otal population 
Si;heduled Castes 
Scheduled Tribes

(d) No. o f illiterates 
Scheduled CJastes 
Scheduled Tribes

(e) No. o f present learners 
No. of Scheduled Castes 
No. of Scheduled Tribes

4 . From  the Survey did you find out the occupations of the
learners? Yes/No

27

M ali Female Total
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li. Local Committee
5 . Is there a Local Com m ittee to  help the Centre?

6 . W lio elected/selected the L ocal Com m ittee?

(A) T he workers
(B) Local people
(C) Supervisor/Project OfFicer/B.D.O.
(D) O thers

7. How m any times did the Local C om m ittee meet ?

8. Name of the President o f the C om m ittee .........

Yes/No

9. No. of members in the (Committee
(A) Pa!ichayat M embers 
(H) OHicials
(C) Local Leaders
(D) Otliers

'I otal

Men Women Total

10. In  w hat ways were the Ct)m m ittee helpful?
(Rank in order 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)

(A) Gives financial help
(B) Gives encoiiragem ent to learners 
(tJ) Cooperates In arranging discussions
(D) Helps in procuring learning m aterials
(E) Helps in the conduct o f classes and  other activities of the Centre
(F) Others

C. Field of Activity

11. (A) Did the learners receive m aterials to practise writing?
(B) Is there a Black board?
(C) W hat are the Primers used by  the learners?

1........................................... 2 ...............................................  3

(D) W hat are the other study aids?
1.. ............  2. 3.

(E) Is there any provision for occupational tjain ing in the Centre? 
I f  yes, describe the occupation and  the facilities available

(F) Are you getting any Newspapers?
I f  yes, nam e them

(G) Does the anim ator use books o ther than  the Primers ? 
I f “ Yes’’, w hat are they?

(H) Are film shows held for the learners? 
I f  “ Yes” , nam e some of the  films

Yes/No
Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

12. Have you provided the Centre w ith  drinking w ater? Yes/No
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S c h e d u l e  IV  

IN F O R M A T IO N  A B O U T L E A R N E R S

R<et. No.
Peerson collecing the d ata :
D jate o f  collecting data:

1.. No. o f present learners below age 15
No, betw een 15 & 25

Do. 26 & 35
Do. 36 & 45
Do. 46 & above

I 'o ta l No. of learners

2.. Learners’ main occupatitgi 
A griculture
Fishing
Casual labt)iu , heatl-load work, bullock cart 

driving, construction work 
Household jobs 
O thers

Male Female T^tal

M a k Female Total

3.. A ttendance position of the (lentre (f»n the date of inspection)

M'tomlh &  date
Mo. Attended M o.o fS .C s. No o fS .T s.

Male Female Male Female Male Female

1

2
3
4
5
6
7 
H 
9

10

4. N(o. of l-earneis h oin the coniniencernent of the course
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5 .

6.

Nos.

Reasons for dropping out (in tlie opinion of the anim ator)
(Specify the num ber in each category)

1. Because the Centre is situated far away .................................................... ..
2 . Because of ill-hcalth ......................................................
3. O wing to the presence o f  grow n-up girls in  the family (who have to be

specially taken care of) .................... ..................................
4 . Because domestic animals like cow and goat have to be looked after .......................................................
5. Due to resistance from wife/husband/childb’en
6. As the behaviour of the an im ator is not liked ................ ......................................
7. For w ant of interest in the  subjects dealt w ith  . *..........................  .....................
8. T he time of holding the classes being unsuitable ...................... .......................... ..
9 . As there are no facilities for tra in ing  in some VDcalion .......................................................

10. O ther reasons (specily).................. ........................................................

K ind of m otivation the regular learners had rcceiv'cd (In the anim ators’ opinion)
1. 1 )esire to learn the alphabets
2. Desire to m aster a vocation or learii more about it
3. Desire to gain knowledge t<» live a  better life
4. 1 )esire to see the films frequently projectetl at the centre
5. Desire to secure the doles, loans & other help from developmental departm ents which the anim ator would 

arrange.
6. Oth(;r factors (specify).................. ................................

Ref: N o..........................
Person collecting data .

ScHEnui.E V

IN S 'F R U C T IO N A L  M A TER IA LS AND M E T H O D S

5.
6.
7.

8 .

9.

10.

U .

12.

Date of collecting da t a ........................................................

EL Px IIL
I . No. of lights in the centre

I^ilectric light/Petrom ax/H urricane lantern/others

2. Type of seating arrangem ent for discussion:
1, As a triangle 2. Semi-circle 3. As a  square or rectangle 4. As a  circle 5, (Others

3. Are you using any Primers? 1

O.

4. I f  you are using other books, m ention the titles

Are the learners provided w ith  slates?
„ N ote books?

„ Primei-s?

To start w ith, on w hat m edium  
do you give practice in w riting

Do you use Hash cards?

I f ‘Yes’, w ho m ade them ?
(I) Self-made (2) __________
Do you use charts?

Are picture books being used?
I f ‘Yes’, nam e them  (I) ..................

(2) ........

(3) ..................

(A) Slate (B) i ’aper (C!) S and |on  the floor

Yes/No

Yes/No
Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Ycs/No

Yes/No
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133. H o w  do you start instniction each clay?
1. By telling stories
2 . By introducing a problem
3 . By showing pictures
4 .  By describing an event o r situation
5 . By asking questions on’portions covered and arousing apperception
6 . By w riting  about the theme on Black board
7 . A ny other w a y ............................... ...........

141. H o w  are the discussions held?
1 . In  groups
2 . As a general discaission evolving all the learners 

15 ). H o w  are  Primers and other books useti?

16,.

r / . .

1«..

19.

20..

21.

22.

3. In  question & answer form (Catechetical Type)
4. Any other (Specify)

After giving a brief sum m ary of the lesson, the anim ator toads from the text book portion by portion. 
The anim ator reads tlie books w ithout any introduction, as the learners eiiler die class.

I 'h e  im im ator makes the leiiniers read sentences from the lesson afler writing them on the board.
Ailer first reading the lesson, tlie anim ator makes the learners read it.
r iie  anim ator reads the lesson first and  then writes ou t the signihcant words on the board for the learners 
to read.
fu'om the words wJiicli the learners can read, certain letters or w oids are asked to be written on the BB 
l)y the learner.

7 f )(her ways (sjiecify) ......................................

O bjectives of the discussion.
1. 'I ’o motivate reading
2 ,  ,, the thinking process
3 ,, the ccmversational exercise
4 . I\) help solve problems
5 (Hhers (specify)................................................. ..

Salien t topics lot discussion
I . O ccupation
2 . H ealth
3 . (Jivics and  general knowledge
4.. I'am ily welfare 
f). R earing children

H av e  any study toms been conducted?
If ‘Yes’ w here and when?
Ihave any exhibitions l>een organised?
If  ‘Yes’, where?
H ave you taken the learners out to show exhibitions? 
I f  ‘Yes’ give details
H ave you visited the im portant institutions nearby? 
(Specify) ..............................................................................
W as role play tried a t any time?

6, l'’nvironmeivtal sanitation
7, N utrition
8, Preventive medical care
9 , Agriculture

10. O thers (specify).................

Yes/No

Yes/No

Ycs/JNo

Yes/No

Yes/No

S c h e d u l e  VM

S I ANDARD ()1 I.ITKRAC.Y, F U N G T IO N A IJ lY  AND AVVARF.NESS A C H ll.V E D
R eff; N o ..................  ............................. • • .............
Perssoni collecting d a ta ..........................................
D a tte  (of collecting d a ta .........................

Litemmy
1. O bjectives of the learning activities in the (Jentre

1. T o  speak
2 . T o  read
3 . T o  w rite
4 .  T o  do arithm etic

5. T o  solve life’s problems thorugh discussion
6. T o  know m ore abou t one’s job
7. T o  prepare for social changes
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2 . T ick m ark the m onth a t which the following learning outcomes were acquired.
M onths

1. Ability to answer in a sentence or tw o
2 . Ability to describe an event/situa tion or to Lell a

story
3. Ability to look into both sides of a  question and 

arrive at some conclusion

3, A t xff̂ lfit month could the learners:

1. read woi ds
2 . read a passage after the anim ator lias read it out
3. read small sentences w ithout difficiully
4. read m any sentences together
5. read a i)aiagrapli and say w hat it is about
6. read a paragrapli and describe the contents

10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 H 9 10

4. At w hat m outh could they w rite:

1. I-etters t)f the alphabet looking at th e  letters
2 . L(;tters oi the alpluilxit w iihout looking a t

letters
3. Words by copying them
4. words w ithout looking at them
5 . sentences witliout help
0. a paragr aph freely
7. Ictteis t(j dcai ones
B. filling up a form

5.

thi

9 10

At what m onth did they get the ability  to do simple 
arithm etic:

1 . 
2.
3.
4.
5.

7,

ft. 
9 . 

10. 
11 . 
12.

count up to 100 
count in the i everse order ? 
add up two digit immbers 
add 2 three-digit nrmibers
stibtracl a two-digit num ber from another 2 digit 

num ber
subtract a three-digit num ber (Voiu anotlier 3 digit 

num ber
m ultiply a two digit num ber w ith  an  one-digit 

m im ber
divide a two-digit num ber by an one-digit num ber
do mental siuns quickly
read and  m ake use of a  ralendar
read time i'rom a w atch
read and write live-digit figures

10

13. O ther achievements in arithm etic (specify)

Tick mark the acliieveiucnts gained th rough  discussions
1. Scientilic inform ation related to life
2. Knowledge about social and civic affairs
3. Knowledge o f the evils of superstitions
4 . Knowledge of the need for saving
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5 . Kiio^vledge o f undesirable traits (like the drink and d rug  habits) in character and soeial conduct .
6 . Sense ot patriotism  and iieed for national integration
7 . Sense of co-operut ion
8 . I 'h i ld  care and  N utrition
9 . Knowledge about H ealth  and  Hygiene and Family W elfare

ilO K nowledge of the w idening scope of work
t ]11.. O ther m atters (specify).......................................... ......................

7 .. FnuictionaUty and  Reilated M atters

1 . Is there any vocational training or practice in the C entre ? Yes/No
If ‘Vos’, w liat ar{‘ they ?

2 . As a rcsuh of the discussions, has any one started sonic business concern. ?
3 , Do you discuss possibilitif.s o f increasing the opportunities fiir individuals to start new business? Yes/No
4 . i f  yes, liow ?

1. I hrougli the h(dp of Granisevaks
2. ,, help of others
3. „  Study toiu's
1. Posters & I’aniphlets on work oppertuHitics
.). „ Hooks r(uul out to them  about work opf)ortiuiities
t). The efforts o f tht; literacy worker

B i. F  or etlectJMg Soci.d cliange.s
1 , Has auythijjg been done through the centre to eradicate superstitious practices Ycs/No

I f  yes, sp ec ify ................................................................
2,. H as av\\ h fru  ugalm t llie wsc of ? Ycs/No

H o w ?  (specify).............. ............................................
lia s  any work b«̂ <̂ n df»\ie to etlai c castci^ui and disparities liiMVi st»ciety ? Yes/No
IMoast; desrril ) c . . .  ......................... ................. .............

4 . Has any knowleilgc, or intbrm nlion been disseminateil to preserxe anti prom ote health and
to prm 'ent illhealth and  contagion.

5 . t la s  adequate  inibrm ation been dissem inated with regard to family vveltarc ? Yes/No
If Yes* 1 lo\\ and to w hat extent i'............... ..............

. 1 las tlie cenlre been a sonrre of influence to advocate grt;al(n freedom to women ? Yes/No
If  )-eM, lun\ ? (spcf.ily)...................................................... ........... ................. ....

7 Did the ( entrcr ever take care to see that the learners derive iht* several bcnehts available
as a result o f the developiiieutal piogram m es ? Yes/No
If yt'̂ s, m ention a lb\v, and Iio\a’ each one was done

Henefil secured How secured ?

1.
2 .
3.
-1.
5.
H.

8 . Have you Hriade the Scheduled/backw ard class people aw are of the special concessions
arul benefits available t© Iheim In  th e  various sectors of G overnm ent ? Yes/No

§ . W hether classes had been ai’ratigcd to be taken by outsiders ? Yes/No
If  ̂Yes’

By whom ? and on w hat subject ?

SijlgJljMC.



9. E xtra curricular actiyiUes .
1. Have you had Jecreatiorial or entertaiuineiit activities in the centre?

If yes, w hat were th e y ? „ ..................................................................
2 . Did tlie learners have any  radio-listening sessions at the Centre
3. Have news papers been read out to the li arners
4. J las any role-play been ever conducted?
5. lias any dram a been ever staged in tlic centre?
6. lia s  any ' Ottamthullar e\ er been held? (Stoi'ies through satirical songs)
7. Any Vilpat? (stories to ld  through song and talk over a country lx)W as musical

instrument)
8. Any h athaprasangam? (story elucidation tiiiough song and speech) held?
9. 1 las any Exhibition been lield ?

10. Any Study tours conducted?
11. 1 las any Small Saving Schem e or economic activity been introduced
12. Have any dance items been organised?
13. Arc there any local arrangem ents for taking coffee/tea together as a  group?
14. I lave they ever been sliown liims or film strips?

If  yes, specily........... ..................................... ..
13. Has any kit(iien garden piogrannvie been introduced?

Yes/No

Yes/No 
Yes/No 
Yes/No 
Yes/No 
Yes/No

Yes/No 
Yes/No

Yes/No 
Yes/No 
Yes/No 
Yes/No

Yes/No

iScilEDULE 7 

T H E  H I'A C T IO N  O F T H E  LEARNERS
Kef: N o ............. ..

Prrsoii ( Jollecting d a ta ........... ..................
D ate of Collecting d a t a . .......................

] . O n liow many week days is your centre run?
2.
3.

4.
5.
G.
7.
8. 
9.

10.

11 . 
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

IB.
19.
20. 
21. 
22. 
23.

1 2 3 4 5 G
For what duration each d ay ? . .hours
Have you l eceived

bouks? Yes/No
slate? Yes/No

Is there emnigh lam ps? Yes/No
Are the learners regular in com ing tt> the centre?
Has the workci ever visited the homes of the learners? Yes/No
Have any Resource Persons come to take classes
Did you have the K A N FED  N EW S read out to you by your anim ator? Yes/No
Has the anim ator read out to the  learners any other Newspapers?
Has any class Ijeen taken w ith  the help of copies of the ‘Nattuvelicham’?
(the monthly wall news paj>er of SRC)
Hav(‘ you been sl iown any films ? I f  yes, how m any...................... ..
Have any entertainm ent program m es been held? Yes/No
If  yes, specify ......................................   ,
Have you had any sports or games together? Yes/No
If  yes, specify.........................
Have the learners been exposed to radio programmes? Yes/No
Have the daily news been referred to in the class? Yes/No
Have the following subjects bee?n dealt with? H ealth, Family We,Hare, Social 
relations, Village development. Panchayatiraj, National integration, small .saving pro- 
granunes, Iial)our contrat'ts, A gricultural matters, concessions eligible from the Govern­
ment riie 'I h'ink and D rug Evils. Superstitious practices, Progressive steps for Social 
change.
Is it usual to hold discussions in  classes? Yes/No
If  ‘Yes’ specify .................... (h  oup discussion/General disciission
Is it usual to read out lessons 1(3 learners?
Is it \isual to make learners read  i>ut ?
Is it usual to make good use of the Blat k Hoard ?
Do you write words on tlie Black Board?
Do you ususally work out arithm etic  problems?
Have w ritten Exam inations been conducted ? Yes/No-

If  so, how m any ? ...........
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2. E V A L U A T IO N  SH E E T ’̂  

(R .F.L .P.)

1. Reference N um ber
2 . N am e of the agency conducting the centre
3 . N am e of Centre
4 . Panchayat
5 . Block
6 . N am e of learner
7 . O ther details of the lea rn e r (I’ul a tick mark against each correct item)

M an/W om an

Scheduled (JasLc/Scheduled 'rribe /O tlier Backward 
CUasses/Forward Class.

Age group 15 to 35/36 to 45/above 45

35

(Jorrecfious, if any, should be, m ade by ihe anim ator on the above ilelails.

: . 'O ra l  Exam inatioji

N . B .:— The an im ator shoukl ask the following questions one by one, and pu t marks for each

Fiv'̂ e questions ar»' to be answered. Each question carries 2 marks. I 'h e  answer to each quesdoa
shall in no t more than 3 or 4 sentences. I f  the answer is correct, bu t not given in correct sentences
give only I m ark each. (Total marks 10).

Space for marks
1 . W hat are the aids and servii;es you get from the Block Office?
2 W hat are the procedures for getting a loan from a Bank ?
3 . H ow is compost m anure prepared ?
4 . W hat are the benefits o f Fam ily Planning ?
.5 . W hat are the inoculations for inm m nisation of children? W hat are the ingriedients

of a good cliildren’s diet?
6.. W hich is the capital of Ind ia?  Who is our Prime M inister? Who is our ( Ihief 

M ijiister ?
7 .  How may colours are there in our N ational Flag? W hat are they?
8« W hat benehts do we get by forming Co-operative Societies?
9^ W hy should we organise Reading Rooms?

110.. W hat should we do to get a good paddy crop?
i n  W hat are the activities of a M ahila Sam aj?

?. 1 R<eaiding lest

B, :—'M arks should be given by the an im ator giving the test. 5 m arks for reading w ithout any mistake.
5 marks for answ ering in a sentence w hat the paragraph is about— (M arks 10)

W e  feel as il we had  entered a new world. W hat a num ber ot birds, animals, parrots w ith different colours,
•peacicoocks th a t  d am e  w ith spread out plumes! There are also m any reptiles. In  addition, there is a separate play 
groujunad for children. It is a Zoo.

1 lie anim ators should ask the learners to write tlie answers to the follow'ing questions in the space given 
against or under each question.

♦ 'T ranslation  of the  M alayalam  Evaluation Sheet.
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W riting test

3. D ictation (Marks 10)

(The anim ator is to dictate slowly 10 simple words which are fam iliar to the learniers one by one and let the 
learners write them  down in the  space given below)

Space fo r  marks1. 6.

2. 7.
3. 8 .
4 . 9 .

5. 10.

A. Completion (M arks 10)

(Each word written w ithout spelling^mistakes will be given 2 marks)
1. O ur m other tongue is .........................
2 . Sun rises in  t h e .................. .. horizon
 3 .......................................................................is our S tate
4. Mosquitoes and house-ilies sp read .........................
5.  ....................  ...............................is a  contagious disease

5. C^opy writing (M arks 10)

Copy the following in the space below t
We should be very careful w hen we purchase vegetables. They w'ould have been sprayed wit h  insecti­
cides. W hether it be so o r not, they ihould be used only after washing w ith water. Eat ing raw  
tomatoes and lady’s finger should be done only after washing them sufficiently in water.

N um eracy test

6 . W rite the num ber series to fill in the  blanks (M arks 10) Space for marks
1. 5, 10, 15, 20, ......... ...................
2. 1, 5, 9, 13, . . . . . . .  ..............
3. 2, 4, 8, 16, ., .........
4 40, 20, 10, ., ........... ................
5. 20, 19, 18, ........... . ............

7. Fill in the blanks (M arks 10)

1. Half a rupee— .................................................................paisr
2. One kilogram = .............................................................. grams.
3. Half a m etre = ..................................................... centimetre.
4. One d a y =  ............................ .. ..................................... hours.
5. 315 (write in w ords)............................................................... .

8 . O ne kilogram of rice costs Rs, 3 Ps. 60.
W hat will be the cost of 10 kilogram s of rice. (M arks 10)

9 . A person paid Rs. 2 Ps. 50 after buying 2 post covers, 2 inland letter flaps and 3 post
cards. W hat balance will he  get in re tu rn?  (M arks 10)

l.e tte r writing

10. W rite a letter
(5 marks for ideas, 5 marks ib r the format)

A m arriage proposal lias come for your sister.
W rite a letter to your b ro ther who is residing a t a  distant place requesting lam  to retuirn homte 
immediately to discuss th e  m atter.
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l i is t  o f  Oentres Selected at Random  for A nalysis o f  Data Re-arranged Panchayat-W ise
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Kalliikad Panchayat 

\ O ii'ijan M ahila Sam ajam
PJavettitliadatharik 'ithu
K ottoor-P .O .

2 . M ah atm a G andhi M em orial,
Mear L.P.S.,
R antain thodu,
M ailakkara-P .O .

; 3.. /Vdult J'jdxicatioji (Centre,
Periagalbadavu,
Kalliicad.

• 4 ., Clhachaji G iiijan  M ahila Samaj,
Marafcat hi ukiizh i,
M ailakkara-P-O .

5 . Tlagoi'^* M em orial Y outh Club Library, 
P uzhanad  P.O .

( 6 . .  I ljirijaiiohdarana M ahila Kaniaj,
A duthalli,
MaUaVkavii’P (V

' 7 . Nlehru M em orial M ahila Samaj,
*r um kiilangara,

N eyyar Dam*P.O.

i 8 i. Crandhiji Sm arak M ahila Samaj, 
H’achiyoorkonam ,
M tm thanad , P uzhanad-P .O ,

{ fit li’einimkulanqara O ne lakh Housiug Colony, 
Ne^^ar D am -P.O ,

If 10*. IBappuji M em orial,
ifVlahila Samaj,
TN eerviizhikonaui,
Puzhariad  P O

Ottasemkkhairmmangalam Panchayat

1! 11 i . Uninctional L iteracy Centre,
IRiiral A gricultural L ibrary,
'Valikode.

i2l2>,  IRed Stai- Youth Club,
(Ch'ittikutmu,
^a z h ic h e l-P .O .

I? 13L T^eniu M em orial M ahila  Samaj, 
,A lachakkonani,
V azluchel-P .O

1̂  14k W^outh Club Kissan la b ra iy ,
' O  t tasekharamxingala m- P. O  *

L' I5fi. V isw adeepam  L ibrary ,
A ttoor,
M anriankoiiam -P.O ,

NIEPA DC

Ayyankode Panchayat

16, Priyadarsiui M ahila Samaj,
M oonnattin T^lukku,
Aryimkode,
O ttasekharam aiigalam  P.O.

17. Samadarsini M ahila Samaj, 
M ailachcl,
Ol tasekharam augalam  P.().

IB. K airali K alavihar,
Chempoor,
(^tfasefcharaniangalan)-P O.

19, N ava K erala M ahila Samaj, 
Aryankode.

‘̂ 0 Nava K erala M ahila Samaj, 
riu idali, 'ra lu inugham -P ,0 .

21 . M arm am  M em orial M ahila Samaj,
Thellukuzhi,
Branch, Pazhinji Kuzhi, 
Perum kadavila.

22 M auchankode M ahila Samaj, 
M an(4iatikode,
Mannank<mam- P.O

23. R ural M ahila Samaj,
M ailachel,
Tahunukhom  P .O .
(via) O ttasekharam augalam .

24 . R\iral Functioual Literacy (Jemre, 
Dam odaravilas Reading Roont, 
Cheiupoor,
Of tasckharainangalam

25. S.R .M . M ahila Samaj,
Aryaukode,
O ttasekharam augalam .

Perumkadavila Panchayat

26. H arijan M ahila Samaj,
Pazliamalu, Peruink idavila

27. N.K.S. V anilha Kslu;ma Keudram, 
Perum kadavila.

28. K astburba M em orial M aliila Samaj,
Ayiioor, Perum kadavila-P.O .

29. A .K .G . M em orial M ahila Samaj, 
M arayam uttam ,
Perum kadavila.

30 . Dr. Anibedkar M emorial,
H arijan  MaWla Samaj, 
Perum kadavila.

D01268
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PertmipazhuihM Panchayat

31. Priyatlarshini V anitlia Sainaj, 
Kirttachikoiiam,
PeruT npazhuthur.

32. Pratliibha Mal\ila Samaj, 
Maruthathur,
Parjikkot t ukon am , 
Chayiottiikonam-P. ().

33. Prathibhii Vaiiitha Samaj, 
Enimpil,
Arivippiii a n i- P O

Amburi Panchayat

34. Functi(*uiil l.iievacy ('.eiitrc, 
Thunipinkal, Plankala,
Amhui i-P.O.

35. Functional I .iU iary  Prqjeci flenlrc 
Kvirichi,
Kanc!amt}\i(ta, Pamha-P.O.

3i>. M ala A iaya ('olony,
!N'Iayam-}\0.
Vellaratla.

37. H arijaii M ahila Saiuaj.
K um pichal,
M ayam -P O.

38. Kastlmrba M ahila Samaj, 
Ulayaiikoiitam,
PaiHha-P.Cl.

Vellarada Pmuhayut

39. Nava K rra la  M ahila Saniaj, 
Piilikkode, Talum ugham -P.( >,

40. A dult Education Centre,
Social Welfiire V anitha Sainnj, 
Vayain Vila,
VcUarada-P.O.

4 1 , Kasthiirba V anitlia Sainaj 
T hanni M oodu, 
Panacham oodu-P.O .

4 2 , Kciirali M alula Samaj, 
Chem m annuvila, 
Panachamoodvi-P.O.

43 . Cherupushpa Arts Club,
R ural Functional Literacy Centre, 
M uililavn Vila,
KudayjU-P.C).

44 . Vellarada Panchayal,
G andhi Sm arak M ahila Samaj, 
Knlhali-P.C).

Kumitathtikal Panchayat

45. H arijan  Scvak Vaiiillia Samaj,
Kudiitlm vila,
K ottakal-P.().

4 6 . Stec N iuayaua Cviltural Centre, 
Anavoor,
Kottakal-P.(').

4 7 . Panavila M ahila Samaj, 
V am iithadam ,
Karakkonam -P. O .

Kollaytil Panchayat

48. Dcvcswaram Vanitha Saniaj, 
Panayaimnoola,
Amaravila P.O.

4 9 . A.K.(-r. Memorial Arts Club, 
Dhanuvachai>nra m , 
Nettoorkolla,
Ajnaravila-P.().

50 . Ushas Malula Samaj, 
K-ottaman,
Dhaniivachap uram-P. ().


