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P R E F A C E

This is the revised edition o f the District H andbook o f Ernalculam. 
Also, this is part o f a  series o f revised editions o f district handbooks o f 
K era la  to be brought out by the D epartm ent o f Public Relations. An 
attem pt is m ade here to collect and present as much inform ation as 
possible, all updated. It has been designed to satisfy tlie needs o f the 
average reader as well the tourist who m ay kx)k for a  handy volum e 
containing essential inform ation about the District.

We hope that the book will seive tliis purpose. Suggestions for 
impn)vements are m ost welcome.

Trivandrum , T : N . J a y a d f v a n ,

M arch, 1986. Director o f Public Relations.
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Ernakulam  District w as form ed on is t  A pril 1958. T he 
district is nam ed after the erstwhile Erriakulam  town the nam e o f 
whicli in turn is said to have been derived from the word Rishina- 
gakulam  a  tank in the fam ous S iva T em ple in the town.

About 38 kms. from N orth to South and 48 kms. from E ast 
to West, the district is bounded by a 46.2 kms. coast hue o f the 
i\rab ian  sea on the West, K ottayarn  and iVllcppey Districts on the 
South, Idukki on the E ast and T rich ur on the North. It lies 
between latitude 90° 4 2 ' 30" to 10’ 18’ 0 0 " North and longitude 
76" 12' 0 0 " to 76° 46’ 00” . As per the 1981 Census the population 
is 25,35,294. T ota l land area is 2408 Sq. kms.

PHYSIOGRAPHY
The District is divided into three well delined parts— high

land, m idland and the hiwland consisting o f hills and forests, 
plains and the seaboard respectively.

T he hilly or Eastern  portion is form ed by a  secUoir o f the 
Western Ghats. M uvattupuzha, K oth am an galain  and Alwaye 
can l>e called the liilly taluks. K a ttan n a (1502 feet) and  K uri- 
sum udi (1274 leet) he in tlie Northern portion o f the highlands. 
T he m idland consists m ainly o f  p lain  land having natural facilities 
o f  drainage via backw aters and canals. Cochin taluk is divided 
into two blocks by the Cochin Az\n, viz., V aipinkara island on 
the Northern side and the Southern portion from Fort Cochin 
to Chellanam  surroim ded on three sides by water. I 'h e  Western 
portion and part o f the Southern side o f the K an ayan n u r T aluk  
are divided by backw aters. T h e Parur taluk lies in the flat 
delta region o f the Periyar river and cut by several caoals, which 
have resulted in the form ation o f  m anv islands,
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Rivers

Periyar and  M uvattupuzha arc the m ain  rivers o f  
the district o f wiiich the ibrm er flows through T h od u pu zh a, 
M uvattupuzha, Alwaye, K in inathunadu an d  P aru r taluks. 
I h e  Ghalakudi river which flows through north o f  A lw aye also 
jo in s Periyar a t A lanthikara. T he rivers T hodupuzha, K a lla i and  
K o th am an galam  jo in  together to form  M uvattupuzh a river. 
D uring rainy season these rivers are full and  the low-lying areas 
on the baivks arc alfccted by heavy floods, bxu in the sum m er season 
they generally go dry and narrow.

T he seacoast in this district falls entirely in  Cochin taluk. 
Cochin harbour which is a  m ajor natural harbour is also situated 
in  this taluk. M alippuram  and N jarakkal in V ypeen island are  
open road steads. The m ud bank at N jarakkal extends ab out

kms. along the shore and 6 kms. out to the sea wliich helped 
ships to ride safely and unload cargo in all seasons. B ut with the 
rise o f the'Cochin harbour the im portance o f  N jarakkal an d  M alip 
puram  becam e lesser. M any islands can be seen scattered in the 
backw aters in Cochin and  K an ayan n ur taluks. T h e  m ain  
islands are W illingdon Island, V ypeen, R am anthuruth , Cheriya- 
kadam akkudi, Bolgatty island (Ponjikara), V allarpadom , V aliy a  
kadm akudi, K u m b alam , P anangad , C heflanam , N ettur, P izhala, 
K ankattuthuruth , K o ram padam , Cheranellur and  C hathannur. 
M ost o f these islands are very sm all in size extending from  less 
than a  sq. km. to 4 sq. kms. T here are transport facilities to 
all these islands.

A portion o f the V em banad lake falls within the Cochin 
taluk. T h e K odun galloor K a y a l and  V arapu zh a K a y a l are 
also  in this district.

FLORA AND FAUNA

The flora o f this district is tropical. T iie heavy rainfall 
com bined with m oderate tem perature an d  fertile soil support a  
luxuriant vegetation.

M any o f the com m on plants are found in the coastal area 
which forms the low land region. Coconut is extensively cultivated 
here.

T he m idland region is m ainly occupied by coconut palm s, 
paddy, plantain , tapioca, sugarcane, pepper and pulses are also 
cultivated here.



T he lower slopes o f the highland region are under teak and 
rubber cultivation. A bove 800 m etres deciduous and evergreen 
forests are present. Ern akulara district has an  abun dant back
water system adjoining which are  vast areas o f paddy  fields which 
are subject to inundation and m ovem ent o f w ater in accordance 
with the ebb and flow o f the tides. T h is condition is favourable 
for the growth o f  large and varied fish population and w ading 
birds and w ater birds. T h e  Eastern p art o f the district has dense 
forests with their charac teres tic fauna. T h e m am m als are 
represented by monkeys, carnivores, elephants, ungulates, bats 
an d  insectivors. O n ce 'K h edd a* operation in K o d a n ad  forest 
in Malayattur forest division was a  feature every year,

PEOPLE
T he population is 25,35,294. T h e  decim al growth rate was 

27.33%  during the last decade.

T he traditional feudal society o f this district has now alm ost 
disappeared. A  few decades ago  the H indus like Brahm ins, the 
Kshathriyas and the N airs held a dom inant position in the society. 
T h e  progress o f education, the spread o f liberal ideas, the growing 
political consciousness am ong the lower classes, their increasing 
participation in G overnm ent service, the introducdon of adult fran
chise, the growth o f industrialisation and the dawn o f dem ocratic 
form  of Governm ent have contributed to the new social set up.

The agrarian  reibrms helped to take aw ay from  the people 
their fascination for land  as a source o f prestige an d  econom ic 
investm ent. T h e m odern tendency is to turn aw ay from  land to 
jo b s . T he new social an d  econom ic changes have infused a 
spirit o f independence in all classes o f people.

T he m ost im portant religious comravmities o f the district are 
the Hindus, the Christians and the M uslim s. In Cochin, G ow da 
Sarasw atha Brahm ins form  an im portant section o f tlie H ijidus. 
In  addition to the m ajor com m unities the Buddists, the Ja in s , 
the Sikhs and the Jew s also form  part o f the cosm opolitan popu
lation. T he ancestors o f the Jew s m igrated from  Jeru salem  
in 72 A .I). Now  there are very few Jew ish  families in Cochin 
with a  total strength o f  less than one hundred m em bers.

Festivals

All com m unities celebrate their festivals generally during the 
m onths o f  February  and M arch  the duration o f which ranges 
from  one day  to ten days.



'’I'lie fam ous Sivarathri a t I lie Siva leinple o f  A lw aye attracts 
people^ from different parts o f the country. O ther im portant tem ples 
o f th f D istrict are C hottauikkara, T lirikkakara, Tripunithura, 
Ernakulam , Ponnm'unni, Palarivattom , C how ara, Sreenarayana- 
purani and Perum bavoor. K a la d i is fam ous as the b ird i place o f  
A disankara. T h e fam ous Christian pilgrim  centre at M alayattoor 
is in this district. T h e St. T hom as Church is built on the M alayat
toor hill top. T he festival here lasts for ten days from  April 10.

St, George C hurch a t K adam attom  is very old and  was founded 
by M ar A bo M etropolitan  in 5th century A, D . H e brought a  
cross from Persia which is still preserved in the church. T h e nam e 
o f  “ K adam attath u  K a th an a r”  is associated with this church. 
T he church is also fam ous for the “ V ellam kudi V azh ipad u ” .

The festival at the church o f V allarpadorn  on Septem ber 24 
attracts people belonging to all religions. T h e icon o f  V irgin  
M ary  in this church is credited with m any m iracles. St. G eorge’s* 
Forane Church at Edappally  which was founded in 593 A . D . is 
considered to be the oldest church in K era la  after the seven churches 
founded by St. Thom as. St. Antony’s church a t K an n am ally  is 
fam ous for the feast o f St. Jo sep h  on M arch  19 where a  large 
num ber o f people are fed.

T he Easter Festival a t St. M ary ’s church a t Piravom  is also 
worth m entioning. O ne o f the ancient m osques in K era la  is 
a t K an jiram attom .

DF.VELOPMENTAL A C TIV ITIES

xAgriculture constitutes the m ost im portant segm ent o f  
the (listrict’s econom y and it is the biggest source o f em ploym ent. 
About seventy per cent o f the geographical area is under culti
vation

Rice, coconut, lem ongrass, rubber, pepper, ginger, m an go , 
Cashew nut, etc., are the m ost im portant agricultural products o f  
the district. R oughly  40 per cent o f the total cultivated area  is 
under paddy an d  25 per cent under coconut. U sually  tliree crops o f  
paddy  are raised annually— viruppu, m undakan and puncha an d  
there is another system  called pokkali which is peculiar to the D is
trict. U nder this system only one crop can  be taken in a  year. 
After harvest suitable varieties o f  fishes are grown in the fields 
which is m ore profitable.



The State Agricultural D epartm ent provides m tegrated- 
service in respect o f seeds, fertilizers an d  other aids to the farm ers. 
There are 35 agricultural developm ent offices in the district. 
Integrated agricultural developm ent services are provided through 
these centres. A W orld Bank scheme called T rain in g  and Visit 
Program me has been introduced recently for transfer o f proven 
technology o f crop production to the farm ing com m unity. For 
the efficient transmission and adoption o f the production recom 
m endations form ulated from  time to time by the farm ers, there 
are 35 agricultural extension units under three sub divisional 
offices at Alwaye, M uvattupuzha and Perum bavoor.

(joconut cultivation, which is next to paddy in im portance is 
done in tlie coastal area  as well as in the highlands. Several 
schemes are being im plem ented by the A gricultural D epartm ent 
to m axim ise the production o f coconut by rejuvenation o f the existing 
gardens in an intensive m anner and by bringing additional areas 
under the crop. These schemes also envisage extension o f  insti
tutional finance with departm ental subsidy.

Ernakulam  district stands fourth amcmg the districts o f K era la  
in point o f area o f cultivation o f rubber. O f  the total area  o f 
23334 hectares o f land  under rubber cultivation about 18,000 
hectares are sm all holdings. I ’he largest num ber of' holdings and 
area  are in M uvattupuzha taluk, followed by K un nathunad, 
K an ayan n ur and K o th am an galam  taluks. T h e R u b b er Board 
h as various schemes to help the rubber cultivators.

U nder the A nim al H usbandry  D epartm ent there are 47 
veterinary hospitals, 4 veterinary poly clinics, 8 d ispensaries, 
one artificial insem ination centre, 2 sub centres and  a  m obile 
veterinary hospital. T here is also a m obile farm  aid unit. U nder 
the Intensive C attle  D evelopm ent Program m e there are  25 sub 
centres, one artificial insem ination centre arid a  p iggery deve
lopm ent unit. I 'iie  R egional Poultry F arm  under the Intensive 
Poultry Developm ent Block, M uvattupuzh a is doing good service 
A R egional Poultry F arm  is functioning at K oovapady .

riie  K e ra la  S tate  Livestock D evelopm ent C orporation and 
M ilk  M arketing Board is running a milk bottling plant a t Eda- 
pally  and m ilk chilling plants a t  M un nar, K a tta jjp an a , M u v attu 
puzha, T h odupuzlia  an d  Peram bra. Eighty per cent o f the milk 
processed a t E d ap p aily  is collected from  'Trichur and Idukki 
I )istricts. I 'lie  p lan t can handle 50,000 litres o f m ilk per day. 
I 'h ere  are m ore than 40 dairy  co-operative societies in the district.



T his district has a  well developed co-operativc structure. I ’he 
D istrict Co-operative Bank with 33 branches is the ap ex  body. 
Prim ary co-operative credit societies, urban  co-operative societies 
and  service Co-operative banks are linked with the District Bank. 
Now there are 410 m em ber societies contributing a  share cap ita l 
o f  109.92 lakhs to the total share cap ita l o f 129.35 lakhs o f the 
D istrict Bank. A  good percentage o f (he m em ber societies are 
working in the rural areas.

INDUSTRY

Ernakulam  district is bestowed with all the geogra
phical factors which help the developm ent o f  industries and 
it is in the forefront o f  all other Districts in K e ra la  in the field o f  
industry. T he availab ility  o f all types o f transport facilities viz., 
road , rail, canal, sea is a  factor which is unique to this district.

O u t o f the 7625 working factories in the State  1081 are in this 
district. Som e o f the m ajor industrial firms in the district are the 
Fertilizers and  Chem icals T ravan core, In d ian  R are  Earths, 
H industan M achine Tools, Prem ier Tyres, O gale  Glass W orks, 
G arborandum  Universal, T osh iba A nand Batteries, H industan  
Insecticides, Forest Industries o f  Travancore, T ravan core Cochin 
Chem icals, Asoka Textiles, Ind ian  A lum inium  Com pany, Com inco 
Binani Zinc, Periyar Chem icals, S tan dard  Potteries, T osh iba 
A nand Lam ps, K era la  Agro M achinery C orporation, Cochin 
Sh ipyard , Cochin Refineries, M odern Backeries, K era la  E lectricals 
and  Allied Engineering C om pany (M am ala), T raco  C able C om 
pany (Irim panam ), Transform ers and Electricals (A ngam ali), 
T ravan core Rayons (Perum bavoor) and Periyar Cables
(K aru k u tty ).

Cochin Shipyard

Cjochin shipyard— the biggest and m ost m odern Shipyard , 
builds bulk carriers upto 85,000 D W T  and repairs ships 
o f sizes upto one lakh D W T. It has installed facilities 
to achieve high standrads o f quality and productivity and can 
produce two ships o f 85j000 tonnes each a year at the optim um  
level o f production.

Built in about 100 acres out o f a  total o f 170 acres o f land 
Ijelonging to the Shipyard, the facilities include two docks, three 
quays and about 50,000 sq. m. o f shop area plus other facilities"



I ’fie yard layout and  the design o f  the docks and quays were 
provided by M itsubishi H eavy Industries o f  J a p a n  while detailed 
design o f the otlier structures was undertaken by Indian  Engineers 
of the Shipyard. 'I'he construction o f the docks and  quays is 
based on a very intricate design with as m any as B,0()0 piles going 
down to various depths ranging from  30 to 50 m etres below ground 
level. Som e of the installed m achinery are also very sophisticated, 
tlie more im portant am ong them being the electro print m arking 
machine for autom atic m arking on plates, the 1200 tonne-press, 
the 150 tonne G oliath C rane which will span 90 metres across tlie 
assembly shop and the building docks at a height o f 65 m etres. 
A well equipped industrial testing laboratory and training school 
are also the features o f the Sh ipyard. Tw o ships were built in 
this yard till now, the first being Hani Padm ini, the largest bulk 
carrier built in the country and the second is R etnadeep. T he 
third one is nearing com pletion. T h e fourth ship will also be 
released soon.

Fisheries and ports

I he Sea along the entire coast o f the District and 
the backwaters abound in fish o f various kinds olfering enor
mous natu ial facilities for both m arine and inland fisheries. Cochin 
is an ideal place to provide support to fisheries in its various aspect 
like education, research and developm ent. Various im portant 
institutions are located here to serve this purpose like the Central 
M arine Fisheries Research Institute, N autical and Engineering 
Training, Cochin Base o f the Exploratory Fisheries Project, Export 
Inspection Covmcil o f Ind ia , In tegrated  Fisheries Project, The 
M arine Products anti E xport D evelopm ent Authority, N aval 
Physical and O ceanographic Laboratory, Central Institute o f 
Fisheries, R egional Centre o f the N ational Institute o f  O ceano
graphy (IC A R ), Office o f the Fisheries Advisor, Office o f the 
Joint Director o f Fisheries, K . ia la  Fisheries Corporation, Regional 
Shrim p H atchery, D epartm ent o f Industrial Fisheries, D epartm ent 
o f M arine Sciences (U niversity o f Cochin), Fisheries Research 
U n it (K erala A gricultural University) and the Sea  Food Exporters 
Association o f India.

Port

Cochin Port, one o f the m ajor Ports o f the country is blessed 
with several natural advantages and  it lies on the direct 
route to A ustralia and the far east from  Europe. T h is port 
was opened to vessels in 1930-31 and  was given the status o f a  tnajor 
Port in 1936.



A t Cochin, container traffic com m enced regularly  with U .S . 
Ports in N ovem ber, 1973, as a  feeder service with two sailings every 
m onth by vessels o f A m erican President Lines. C ochin p o rt has 
developed m odern standards in Port operation by w ay o f  general 
facilities expected o f any m odern port. T here are two m ajor 
wharves— Ernakulam  w harf and M attanchery w h arf—on 
the east and  west sides o f the W illingdon Island.

fh ere  are two tanker berths in the E rn akulam  channel con- 
ftecting directly the m ain land o f which the north tanker berth  
accom m odates vessels up to 213.36 m etres in length an d  o f size 
30,000 D W T  and the south tanker berth can  accom m odate 198 
m etres long vessels, light loaded to 18,000 D W T .

Corporation of Cochin

T he Cochin Corporation, which cam e into existence in 
Novem ber 1976 is the biggest o f the three corporations in 
K era la . O ld  m unicipalities o f Ernakulam , M attancherry 
and Fort Cochin, four Panchayats viz., Palluruthy, V en n ala , 
V yttila an d  E dappally  and  some sm all islands were am algam ated  
to  form  the Corporation o f Cochin. I t  has an  area o f ab ou t 
83.341 sq. kms. and a  population o f 6,85,686 according to 1981 
census.

I ’he Corporation is running ferry services, am bulance service, 
relief settlem ent for beggars, m aternity an d  child welfare centres, 
libraries, two town halls an d  parks. T h e Children’s T raffic  Park 
at Ernakulam  which is nam ed as ''P riyadarsin i Park”  is the fifth 
o f  its kind in  India. T he Corporation has schemes for shopping 
centres, W om en’s hostel. S tad ium  and Bus stand.

Cochin harbour is connected with the A rabian  sea through 
a  channel on the banks o f which are run the most fascinating 
Chinese fishing nets. From  tlie harbour landw ard spreads the 
extensive backwaters form ed by the em bouchure o f  the rivers 
Pam ba and Periyar. T his fam ous coastal city is called “ the Q,ueen 
o f the A rab ian  Sea” .

Receiving an  annual rainfall o f 2670 m m , Cochin is endow ed 
with fertile soil, rich w ater resources and  an  im pressive fisheries 
wealth. T h e  sea o ff Cochin is one o f the productive treasures 
o f  living resources. E qually  well known is the com plex backw ater 
system  for its acc^uatic organism s. W ith these assets an d  the



facilities of a  natural har bout Cocliiu has tieveloped itself as the 
formost iishing centre in the country. With the exploitation o f 
/ishery resources, the estaljiishnient o f m odern {jrocessing units 
and the expansion o f export trade o f m arine products, Cochin lias 
blossomed into the principal industrial base ft)r fisheries an d  allied 
industries. It is now recognised as the fisheries capital o f India. 
Indigenous crafts and  sophisticated trawlers and traditional practice 
of Inakish water fish and praw n culture go together in the fishing 
industry o f (Jochin.

Greater Cochin Developmeot Authority

G reater Qoc'Jiin Developm ent Authority was form ed to save 
the city from its urban problem s. T h e Authority has jurisdiction

A nkam aly, 
lochin 
More

than 42 area dcvelo[nneut schemes have been taken up by the 
Authority.

the city from its urban problem s, 'l i\e  Authority has jurisdi 
over the m unicipalities o f I’arur, Alwaye, Perum bavoor, Ankai 
'f'ripunithura and thirty two neighbom ing panchayats and (Ic 
Cor[)aratiou covering altog<‘ther an area o f (379 Sq. kms. I

The area developm ent schemes |)rovide lor com iiK'rcial, 
residential, industrial and com m unication developm ents. Cochin 
M arine Drive Schem e is an  attem pt to expand the city o f Cochin 
by reclaim ing an additional land  o f about 100 nuHres width from  
the backwaters. The Authority has a  plan to spare ab ou t ten 
lakhs sq. knis. space for com m ercial purposes and to construct 
more than 1000 flats. These are in addition to am ple space for 
parks, transportation etc. Another schem e pro\ idcd for a H ighw ay 
of* about 30 m etre width along tJie foreshore, 'Flie scheme 
will also H(kl about ten acres to the city park.

The A uthority is building a new township at T lirikkakara 
about 11 kms. aw ay from  the city. I t  will be the adm inistrative 
headquarters o f  the district. ‘P anam pally  N a g ar ’ is one o f the 
residential areas in the city. It is a  self contained settlem ent unit 
catering to the basic needs o f  the citizens, like schooling, m edical 
facilities, shopping, recreatiori etc. L arge  extent o f  m arshy areas 
lying in the centre o f  the city w asi eclairned and m ade availab le  for 
developm ental purposes by the Schem e, Krnakulam  W are Housing 
Centre provides 25 acres o f land for w arehousing constructions 
with railw ay siding facilities.
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T h e authority  com pleted the coiistruclio ii o f  2000 houses, 
r iic  sclicine is also to be cross-subsidised from  other rem unei'at- 
ive sclierucs o f  the A uthority  to brin g  it w ithin  the r»-ach o f tb : 
poor. A  num ber o f agcnci .s like K U D F G  an d  natio
nalised  banks hav«' com e forw ard to provide financial assistance 
for urban d('volopnicni progranm i -s.

Educational facilities

Ernakulam  occupios an  im portant p lace  am on g  the districts 
o f  K e ra la  in the point o f literacy  and  educational standards. 
I ’horc are ad  quato facilities for education from  Pre-prim ary 
lc.v> l to Post graduate level and for professional an d  technical 
education.

Spread  over four educational d istricts there arc  503 low* r 
p rim ary  schools, 194 upper prim ary schools and  270 high schools,

There are 16 arts and  science colleges for general education. 
T here is a  law  college, an  engineering college, two training 
<5olleges, an ayurveda college, a  hom oeo college and a  home 
scicnce college in the field o f professional education. T'here is 
a fine arts school and a  m usic academ y.

C^ocliin U niversity which cam e into existence on 10th Ju ly  
1971, provides am ple facilities for advanced study and research 
in jjure and applied  science, technology an d  developing social 
sciences and hum anities like applied  econom ics, m anagem ent 
studies, law, com m erce and banking etc.

Literary and Cultural organisations

Som e o f the literary and cultural societies o f K era la  like 
Sam asth a K era la  Sahithya Parishad, Dekshin Bharat Hindi 
Frachar Sabha, K era la  Fine Arts Society, K era la  H istory Asso
ciation etc. have their headquarters at Ernakulam . Also there 
are numl)er o f ‘K alasam ith ies’ spread all over the J)islrict.



Libraries

AfTilialed to llie K era la  (iraiu lliasu la Saughani Uku’c aicj 
aliout 400 libraries in the district, Public Library,l'],rnakulain 
being the oldest and the largest.

A unit o f State  Archives functions in the district which is 
the main repository o f all the records relating to the district and 
the erstwhile princely state o f Cochin.

Mass Communication facilities

In the sphere o f journalistic activities Ijrnakulani has a 
brighter Iiistory. ‘K era la  M ithrain ’ the firat new spaper in K era la  
with all its essential characteristic.3 w as published from  Corhiii 
in 1881. Satyauadam , Avhich stattcd  publication in 1876 ironi 
Ernakulam  is considered to be the oldest living new spaper in 
the State.

Now about twenty dailies are published from  this district 
most o f which are sm all ])aj)ers t)ublished as evening dailies. 
Thrc(; uiajor papers have th('ii editious liom  here. Uesides dailies, 
some weeklies, tortnightlies arid tTiontlilie,s are also puMishetl 
iiom  this District.

'The nearest K adio Station is at I’ricluu’. 'F.V . Program m es 
from  New Delhi Doordai’san are relayed from  the station here.

There is a  large numl)er o f cinem a tlieatres o f dilferent 
categories in the District.

Forests

The I'orest D epartm ent in this district functions u iu l r the 
Divisional Forest ()fficer, M alayattoor. Three forest ranges are 
under this division. Located at Ernakulam , M udickal, Kotha- 
m angalam  and V arapuzh a there are four forest depots. VV'̂ ild 
elephants are captured  and trained in K o dan ad  forest.



PLAGES OF rOURlST IN l’ERES T

Alwaye.— Situated about 21 krns, north o f Ei^nakulam. It is known 
for the fam ous Sivarathri festival. Also a  splendid sutumer 
resort.

AmbalamukaL—A  fast developing area lying about 16 ktns. east of 
Ernakulani. Site o f Gocliin Oil Refniei’y.

Ankamali.— A  p lace o f historic in iportauce to Syrian Cliristians. Lies 
4() kms. north of Ernakulam . It is the seat o f the first Portughese 
Bishop.

Dolghatty Jslcind.— A  beautiful island iying  close to Ernakulani ajid 
W ilUngdou Islaitd. T he ilghatl y Pakice was built by tlio J)u tch  in 
1744 which later becam e the seat o f fk itisk  Resident. T he palace is 
now converted into a hotel by K era la  T ourisiu  Developm ent 
(Corporation. There is also a well laid  go lf link.

Chenmrnangalam.— C hennam angalam  w as one o f  the ch ief centres 
o f the Jew s in K era la . V ery old Black Je w ’s Synagogue, rem ains of 
V aip icotta  Sem inary etc. are still present. It w as tjie seat o f Palicth 
A chan, the Prime M inister o f erslwhile State o f  Cochin.

Chottanikkara.— Fam ous for the Devi tem ple, an  im portant pilgrim 
cem re o f H indus. N avarathri is celebrated on a  grand scale.

Chowwara.— Form er suuim er resort o f Cochin Royal family. Lies 
on the northern bank o f A lw aye river. Site o f w ater works supply
in g  drinking w ater to Ernakulam  city.

Cochin Harbour and Willitigdon Island.—

Cochin, one oi' the fmest natural harbours in the world, and 
the only all w eather harbour on the west coast, south o f Bom bay, 
affords a safe anchorage to ships.

W’illingdon Island is a  m an m ade one which was formed 
with m aterials dredged while deepening the Cochin Port and 
channel. It  is the seat o f the harbour and Cochin Port Trust. 
T h e  Southern N aval Com m and has its headquarters here. The 
seaport, airport and the railw ay term inus are all on the island.



Cochin Museum.— Cochin M useum  wlucli is under the D epartm ent 
o f Arc haeoiogy is now known as Pareeksiiilhu Thanijvuran M useum .
li,xhibits belonging to the 19th century like chandeliers, m usical 
instrum ents, mirrors, chinawares, photographs o f m aharajas, 
m arble ligures and pieces o f arts and crafts of K era la  can be seen 
here. Tem ple models and sculpture representing various deities 
collected from different parts o f K era la  are also exhibited here.

Dutch J^ a lace .S itu a ted  a t M attancherry, it is 8 kms, aw ay from 
Rrnakulam. Although called D utcli, it was built by the Portu- 
ghese and presented to the M ah araja  o f dochin  in 1555. It 
acquired the present nam e after 1663 when the Dutch added some 
extension to the Imildiug and carried out souie repairs. In the 
centre o f the building is the corouation hall. 17th century
m urals depi(’ting scencs from the Indian Epic, R am ayan a ('an b(' 
seen here.

Emakulam.-^iiit.\xi\lc(\ on tlie banks o f the V em lianad lake, I'jiua- 
kulam is accessible by all routes-backwater, sea, road, rail and 
air. There is a  network o f transportable road. One o f the most 
iam ous water carnivals of K era la  is hekl in lirnakulam  K ay al

I'nrf Cochin. Lies 10 kms. aw ay from Brnakulam . The ;\rclii- 
li’ctur.d style o f the buildings anti lay-out o f the town m ark out 
I’ort dochin  from other cities arui towns o f K(n’ala. T he buildings 
show the inliuence of European architecture. The C hief attraction 
o f Fort I'ochin is the St. I'rancis Church built by the Portughes(,. 
it is believed to be the first church built by Eui’opeans in India. 
T h e  l)ody o f Vasco D a  G am a was buried liere. Close to St. 
i'rancds Church is San ta  Cruz Church. Som e beautiful paintings 
can be seen in the R om an C atiiolic Church. T he Naval battery 
is also here.

Cundtt Island.- \ \  is tiie sm allest island around Cocliui with au 
area  o f only live acres and with only one building which is a  Coir 
factory. Beautifully designed m ats are manufactm-ed here.

Hill Palace Museum.— 'Fhe largest A rchaeological M useiun o f K erala , 
ft is located at a hill top at I'ripunithura. 12 kms. aw ay from 
f'-rnakularn DilTcrent types o f sculptures, collection o f rare 
coins, old weapons, m anuscripts in ancient letters e1;c.j are exhi
bited here. I ’here is also a good collection of books on the world 
arts.



Jewish Synagogue.— T he Jew ish  Synagogue at M attancherry was 
Tjuilt m 156B. T he great scrolls o f the O ld T estam ent, the copper 
plates contam ing the privileges granted by the Clochin R u ler to 
tlie Jew ish com m unity and the exquisite Chinese hand-painted 
tiles at the Synagogue arc  o f great interest.

Kaladi.— K a iad i is the birth place o f Sreesankaracharaya, the great 
Indian  Philosopher. I t  is 13 kms. aw ay from  Alwaye. K a la d i 
has got Sringeri M adh am , R am akrishna A sram am  and the 
Sreesankara stupa.
ICanjiromattom. -It is 18 kms. south east o f Krnakulam . T he m ost 
im portant and beautiful m osque o f the district is situated in this 
place

The birtli place o f Changarnpuzha, the fam ous M alayalam  
Fort, Eloor-the Industrial centre, K allil-fam ous for the Bhagavathi 
(cmple, M alayattoor with its St. T hom as church and K o dan ad  
with its Vishnu T em ple and the elephant training centre are some 
places o f tourist interest.
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Pareckshithu Thampuran Museum

Changanipuzha Memorial



Nndappakiih Church

St. Thomas shrine 
Malayattoor 

3 2 /1285/M G.

St. Francis Church 
Fort Cochin



Fishing harbour and Chinese net



Civi! Stalion—  Thrikkakara

Kerala High Court



FA C T ., Alwaye



Elephant Camp —Kodanad.



Sivarathri Festival— AI waye

h SL D C — Milk bottling plant^ Edappally



Cochin Shipyard

Cochin Port



G.C.D.A. Residential Flats —Marine drive

H .M .T . Kalamasserrji



St. Thomas Church— Malayattuur.

N ' - '

32/1285/M C.
Mosque at Kanjiramaitam



Kallil Bhagavathi temple



32/1285/M G
Thirumala Devaswom Temple— Matlancheny



Kallil Bhagavathi temple



32/1285/M G
Thirwnala Devaswoni Temple— Matlancheny



(I) Mattancherry Palace— Cochin

(2) Hill Palace Museum— Tripunithura (3) Bolghatty Falace



Jnvi-ih Synagogue, Cochin



Srer Shankara Bridge, Knlady

Children's Traffic Park— Krnakulam



T.V. Relay S(ahon, K'akhanad

Children's Museum and Lihrary^ Ernakulam.



Sree Sarada Devi lemple, Kalady

Sree Sankara Stupa—Kalady.



/ IringnI Temple, Perumbavoor

2 Trikkakara Temple
3  Sree Poornathrayeesa Temple, Thrippunithura



IJnivcrsily of Cochin.

Kerala Press Academy, Thrikkakara
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ERNAKULAM DISTRICT
SHOWING PANCHAYATS

(N ot Finai Su e ject to  A lterations)

TRICHUR

IDUKKt

To Den'eoUm

COCHIN , TA LU K .-, ^
LAKSHADWEEP SEA

Cechin llarb oJF

K f  

KOTTAYAM

REFEREN CE

O U trict Bouodary

T alu k  Boundary

Paochayac Boundary

CorporaiioD  &  M unicipal A rea

N ational ^ iu h \\3y

S ta le  Hi^hvvay

Other R o ad s

R ailw ay Line

L ak e  &  Rivers

D istrict H ead O uartrrs

T alu k  H ead Quarter^

---------- ------

I ............
u .  .

---------- ------

LIST OF PANCH AYATS

PA RU R TAUUK

1. K U N N U K A R A

2. P U T H E N V E L IK K A R A

3. C H E N D A M A N G A L A M  
4 V A D A K K E K A R A

, 5. C H ITT A TTU K .A R A

6. K A R U M A L L U R

I A L A N G A D

8. K A D U N G A L L U R

9. E L O O R

10 K A T T U V A L tJ  

H . E Z H IK K A R a

COCHIN TALUK

1. K U Z H U P P IL L I

2. P A LLIP P U R A M

3. e d a v a n a k k a d  

n a y a r a m b a l a m

5. N JA R A C K A L  

6. E L A N G U N N A  fU Z H A

7. C H E L L A N A M  

« .  K U M D A L A N G V

KANAYANNUR TALUK

1. m u l a v u c a d

2. K A D A M A K U D V

3. C H E R A N A L L U R  

5- K A L A M A S S E R Y  

5- T H R IK K A K A R A

6. T H IR U V A N K L 'L A M

7. C H O T T A N IK A R A

I. M L fL A M T H U R U T H t 

9 . E D A K K A T T U V A V A L  

10. A M B A L L U R  

n .  U D A Y A M P E R O O R

12. K U M B A L A M

13. M A R A D U

ALW AYE TALUK

1. A Y Y A M P U Z H A

2. M A N JA P R A

3. M A L A V A T T O O R  —  

N E E L E E SW A R A M

V  K A I.A D Y

5. T H U R A V O O R

6. M O O K K A N N O O R

7. K A R U K U T T Y

8. P A R A K K A D A V U

9. N E D U M B A S S C R Y  

10. c h e n g a m a n a d

n .  s r e c m o o l a n a g a r a m

12. K A N JO O R

13. K IZ H M A D

14. ED .A T H A LA

15. C H O O R N IK K A R A

KUNNATHUNAD TALUK

1. V E N G O O R

2. K O O V A P A D Y

3. M U D A K U Z X A  

K. A SA M A N N O O R

5. R A Y A M A N G A L A M

6. V E N G O L A

7 . V A Z H A K K U L A M

8 . k i z h a k k a m b a l a m

9. K U N N A T H U N A D  

10. M U Z H A V A N O O R  

i i -  a i k k a r a n a d

12. P O O T H R IK A

13. V A D A V U K O D E  —  

P U T H E N C R U Z

14. T H IR U V A N IY O O R

KOTHAMANGALAM TALUK

1. N E L L IK K U Z H Y

2. P IN D IM A N A

3. I^O TT A PPA D Y

4. k e e r a m p a r a

5. K A V A L A N C A D

6. P A L L A R IM A N G A L A M

7. V A R A P E T T Y

I . P O T H A N IK K A D

9. P A IN G A T T O O R

M UVATTUPUZHA TALUK

1. PA IPRA

2. V A L A K A M  <

3. R A M A M A N G A L A M

4. M A N E E D  

3. PIRAVOM

ff. P A M B A K K U D A

7. M A R A D Y

8. T H I R U M A R A D Y

9. B L A N JI  *

10. K O O T H A T T U K U L A M

11. P A L A K K .U Z H A

12. A R A K U Z H A

13. A yO LY

14. A Y A V A N A

15. K A L L O O R K K A D

16. M A N JA L L O O R


