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PREFLCE

The &valuation study on the weliare schemes uncer
agriculture University, Jorhat was taken up by the gvaluation
and Monitoring Division of Planning and Development Department
under the recommendation of Estimate Committee of the Assam
Legislative assembly in order to see how the training
programue is working and to know the impact of the scheme on
the rural faraors.

The training prograume nas been continuing for
more than a decade covering nainly four types of coursesg viz.
short course for farmer, short course tor farm-woinen, short-
course for convenor of Krishi Charcha Mandal and production-
cum~iemonstration training. To study the impact of the proyra=
mue at tne level of benericisrics = total of 30 farmers who
received training under tihe proyramne were selected on the
basis of random sanpliang technique and were interviewed for
detailed lnvestigation. Thie report is based on the primary
and secondary daca zor z%%“;nree consecutive years comnencing
from 1980-81 to 1982-83, wnicn were collected from the
Directorate of Extension EQuc. tion Wing under "hAssam Agriculture

University, Jorhate.

Tine report consists of tour chapters oi wihich the
last chapter repressnts cile summary ot findings and recomuen-
- dation. It is desired that the reconuendation made in the
study will help the ctraining institution to adopt suitable

remedial measure for its improveusnt.

The revort has been proparea by sSri K.K.Seh,
Assistant Research Orricer who was assisted in field Ievel
investigation by Sri J.Sarma, Computor. I eXpress ﬂg,g;af‘fuﬂe
and thanks to the officers and staff of the Directorate Of
#xtension Education, aAssam igriculture University, Jorhat ror
extending thelr valuable nelp and co-operation in préséring
the report.

(Pradeep Singh)
Directax’,
zvaluation and-ponitoring Divi.s,
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‘Background:
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CHAPTER=T

INTRODUCTION

Farmer community is the vital section of the
rural society which can actively participate in
the national development 1f they can pe guided or
trained in primary stages in a proper and effect-
ive way. With a view to uplift this Farmer
Community andé to expand their dimension of knowled-
ge a tfew welfare schemes have peen implemented by
Extension Education Wing under Assam Agriculture
University. The i1dea 9of the schemes is to extend
the knowledge of improved techniques or practices
of cultivation to the farmers so that they can
utilise their experience andxskill in practical
field. |

Objectiveil.2.The Welfare Schemcswere adoptéd with a view to

impart techniques and knowledgé.toﬁthe farmers

in respect ot culcivacion of vafious farm crogs
witnh improved practices. The programues were for=
mulated keeping in view the strategy of considera-
ble improvement in the level of agricultural
production through the modernised method of
cultivation.

Coverage: 1.3 The schem:s adopted for the welfare of tne farmers

included the following courses and programne.

(1) Farmer's Training Programme.
(2) National Demonstration Scheme.
(3) puiting and Distribution of booklet.

Out of cthese three programme at present it has
‘been Proposed to stucdy the Farmer's Training
Prograjme only and its impact due to the limitation
of time and r¢sources. Under the Farner's Training

Programme following courses have been organised:
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(a) specirialised snort course for tarmers;
(b) specrialised short couuise for farm women;

(c) specialised short course four convenors
of Xrisni Charcha Mandal;

(@) pProcdiuction-cum~Demonstraticn traininge.
The first two programnes referred 2as0ve
are courses of 5 day's duration, widle
the third and the fourth one z=re limited
to tthree days 2né one G2y duration
resjpectively.

Obrjectives l.4. . The objectives of the study are :
of the
stucy: (1) to examine wnether adeqguate facilities
i - are: available for imparting training to
tne: f£arimers in tne technique of improved
agrricultural practices '

(2) to examine how the farmers have been
sellected an. their willingness to accept
it :

(3) tc examine tne impact of the prugramme
on the farmers; anc

(4) to sugyyest remedial measure for the

improvement of the programme where

NECeSSarye
Neel of ¢ 1.5, The Estimate Committee has recommended in their
29th fepor't Published in the ycar 1977 that an
"e:valuatium stuly on welfare schemes implemented
by .« L;:.ss;am Agriculture University 1s to be
cuniucted. AS such, at the instance ot the
Agriculturre Jepartinent the cvaluntion study has
been taken up oy the Evaluation and Monitoring

Divisicon ot Planning and Development Department.

Mcthod  : 1.5 The F:'.irst and turemost task was thus the prepa=-
%%,%}.“-.’:: ration of cumglete list of trainces who received
- training wander ¢ach ccurse uring the year
1980-81 amda 1981i-82. Ten trainecs from c¢ach of
the first two cuurscs and tive trainees €ach
from the wemaining twe courses were sclected by
the metnd 0t random sampling technique. Thus
a toenl o»f thirty oencficiaries were selected

Loy lutcrvicw
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procedure :1:7+. The Stlected benefiiaries were contacted and
%5—%%%5&3 intervieﬁcd by'devi&ing:a'short cquestionnaire Inde
-pth investigation was carrived.ouk at the .-
level of training centre and i1lso at the level
of beneficiaries. Om the basis of information
collected sample bemeficiaries and Extension
Education ®ing, Ass@am Agriculture University
through the aforesail .evises as well as dis-
cussi.ns with the officiais and non-officials
connectcd with the tra2ining programme, the report

has »hecn prepared.
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CHAPTER~II

Implemencation of the programme

- The Farmer's Training Programme was
launched in the Iirectorate of Extension Zducation, under
assam Agriculturée University, Jorhat since April,1970.
The “rogramme was introduced oy the state Government as
a éentrally Sponsored Scineme with a view to acguint the
under previlediged section otf farmer society witn improved
methods of cultivation.

2.2, he main tunction of the training wing
18 *o impart peripatetic training which is organised in
the tarmer's fiield on cultivation of "High Yvielding
Varisties" along with application of improved inputs
like chemical tertilisers, pesticides and seeds. Over
and above, there are courses of institutional training
both for farmers and tarm women, which covers major
topics on agriculture and allied activities. A prescribed
syllabus prepared by the extecnsion specialists of the
Directorate of Extension Educaticon is followed for impar-
ting training which dQeals with classitication and analysis
of soil, cultivation cof improved varieties of major crops
and fruits, disease of crup and their prophyvlactic measu-
res, weed control, pest and redent control, application
of impreved machineries like power tilier, tractor,

sprayer etc,

2.3. In respect of course for convenor of
Krishi Cnarcha Mandal much emohasis is laid on leader-
snip, group discussion and agricultural topics. The
syllabus is alsc consist of practical training wnhich
includes fic¢ld work on varicus subjechts taught in the
thecoretical courses, with soecial attention on line
sowing, orepzration of comwosti and application of ferti-

lisers with proper douses, etca
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The Farmer's Training Centre is placed
under the overall control of the Director of
Extension Education Wing, Assam Agriculture
University. A District Training Officer in the
rank of Associate Professor remains incharge of
organising institutiomal training wno is assis-
ted by two training otiicers, one farm manage-
ment specialist and other Assistant professor
tfor keeping liaison with radio and "Krishi
Charcha Mandal". The male training ofricer plays
the role of organising and imparting training to
the farmers while the female training orricer
also play the same role and impart training to
farm women. It nas bcen found that the post of a
District Training Officer, a tarm management
specialist and one Radio Contact Ofticer were
lying vacant tor more than 4 years., However the
post of District training officer has been £illed
up recently in March, 1984 and in order to fillup
the remaining two posts action has already been
taken oy the University Authority and will be

.£illed up very shortly.

The training is organised in batches and
target of the number of batches tor dmparting
training is fixea 2t the Directorate of Extension
Educztion. The Training is organised keeping in
view the target, capacity of training hall and
interest ot farwers. Tne number of training
organisca 2nd number Ox farmers trained by the
insticute during the last three years is furnish-
ed in table Dbelow:
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Ta.ble-1

No.of training organised,duration and number of

farinc rs trained.

Year ¥ Farmers & Farm Women jConvenor of Krishiproduction and
i . {Charcha Mandal. jlemonstration
INo.of INO.of iNo,of Ho.ct INo.cf { NO.o KO, 2E /NG O NG OF
ftrai- ltrai-lifarmers jrrai- jtrai- {of ’trai-ﬁtrai—ifarm-
fning lning ftrained ming ining ifarm-jning lning gers
fbropo- theld ¢ - foropo iheld Jers lpro- fheld jtrai-
dsed. 3 [~sed | jtrai-jposed i jned.
] ] { § ined 1} j
i X X 3 i i ’
&3 | ) ¥ 3 3 2 t 6§ 7 8 ( 9 110
1980-81 15 9 225 5 2 50 60 45 2527
. 1981~82 15 7 175 - - - 60 35 1923
1982-83 15 10 250 - - - 60 51 3125
2.6, The above table reveals that during the

years 1980~-81, 13981-82 and 1982-83 it was proposed to
conduct training of farmer and farm wonmen in 15
batches, of which training was actually held in 9
batches in 19Gu~-cl, in which a total of 225 trainees
participated. In the year 1981-82, altogether .175
farmers were trained in 7 batches. Again in the

year 1982-33,
attend the training courses in 10 batches. There has

a total of 250 farmer and farm women

been some progress in respect of trainees participa-
ted in the year 1982-83 in comparison to the year
1980-81 and 1981-82.

In respect of tne course for convenor of

"Krishi Charcha #Mandal" cne target for the numoer

of patches was earmarked as 5, of which ctraining was
held in 2 batches only. During the year 1981-82 and
1982-33 not a single training class was held in
reéspect of the cuurse for “convenor of Krishi

Charcha Mandal."
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The progress in respect of one day course for
"production-cum-Demonstratdcn Training" was satis-
factory as out of the target of 60 batches each
year, training was held in 45 batches, 35 batches
and 51 batches during che year 1980-81, 1981-82 and
1942-83 respectirely. However, in all the years undexz
report thetargets have never been achieved which
were due to the following reasons.
(1) In every vear the target is fixed in the
month of April & oudget is received in
the month oif Juns. 3esides according to

the limfed availability of fund, number
of training was to be reduced.

(2) Duriny the period of harvesting and
’ transplantation, farmers usually were
reluctant to participate in training.

(3) Due to abnormal situation of the state
number of training proposed was to be
postponed on many occasionse.

) There is no fixed norm for selection of
farmers for the atoresaid training courses. Normally
the ofticers or the Directorate of Extension Wing
sclect the tarmers in consultation with tae Agriéul-
ture Extension Officer of the develoonent block in
which jurisdiction the farmers reside. No hard and
fast rule is iﬁ;osed for selection ot farmers. Small
and marginal zarmers who are cultivating nigh yielding
variety or interested to acquire knowledge on improved
practices are selected for the training. The selected
trainees 2re informed through Gram Sevaks and otner
local leaders of the villages and directed to report
2t the training institute i.e, at the Directorate of
Extension &lucation on the date of ttaining.

The discussicns with the training officers
revealed that the training scheme had made some
impact at the level of the farmers of the Sibsagyar
district who were interssted and enthusiastic in
takiny up tne training. According to them 95 percent
of the traimree¢s attended and followed lectures
delivered in the training class properly. It was
also reportel that more than 70 percent of the

farmers sviected rur training were wuile ignorant



2.10.

2.11.

-8=

about the methods of line sowing, pest and rodent control,
application of proper doses-of chemical fertilisers etc.
and the training courses nelped them a lot in this
direct: . Purther according to them the trainees could
utilise their knowledge in proctical field to some extent
and as cuch area under HYV increased considerably in the

district of Sibsagar.

Before the starting of training claéses,
evaluation sheets are supplied co the trainees for furni-
shing answere to a few ~uestions. The system thus adopted
enables the trainers to make an assessment about the
knowledge and aptitude of the farmers before rgbeiving
training. Another preliminery test of the same nature is
also conducted after complétion of the training with a
viaw to examine up to what extent the training;was benefi-
cial to the trained farmers for acquiring knowledge on
agricultural ané other allied aspects. The training
officers of the extensionwing informed that small quostiti-
€s of improved seeds, fertilisers and pesticides were
supplied to the farmers who had applied their knowledge
and skill acquired during the treining for demonstration
in practical field. The training also helped the rarners
to cultivate improved varieties independently without any
help from Gram Sevaks and Agyricultural Demonstrators as

reported.

The training classes in the institute consis-
ted of two shifts caily covering a period of six and half
an hour which included both theoretical and practical
courses. It was reported tiat the period of 5 days’
earmarked for the training course of farmers and farm
wormen, 3 days for convenor of Krishi Charcha Mandal and
1 Qay course¢ for productiocn-cum-demonstration training
are too snort to cover all the subjects included in
syllabus adequately. Besides, the trainees also tind ::
difficulties to grasp the issues properly within this
short period as repurted. Tt was also reported that secn
trainee was providel with fooding 2liowance at the rate of

ks.5 per Gay during tioe pericd of training whicn was

~furtner increassd to .10 per day with effect from
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March, 1983. There was also facilities for pxoviding
frae lodging and hostel accommodation to the trainee
av-wuiing the traininc clazsses coming from remote

AT 0.

2.12, There were 10 rooms- to accommodate 25 studen-
ts in the hostel of the institution and the training
hall had also capacity of accommodating 25 trainees at
a time. As the capacity of the training hall was
limited, the training was organised in batches.

It was also reported that during the year ».
1981~82 and 1982-83, training for convenors of Krishi
Chaichaa Mandal was not conducted due to tne non fun-
ctioning of the Krishi Charcha Mandal properly. Thus
instead of that there was revitalisatian of Krishak
Juvzk and Mahila Sangha and the members of that
Sangha participated in the training course.

2.13. The experdi*re incurred by the institution
for the training scheme since the year 1980-81 to
1982-83 is met from the tund alloted by tae Assam
Agricuitural uUniversity. Jorhat wihich is indicated
be low: '

Table-2
Expenditcure. incurred uncder different heads.

Head | Broenditure incurred
— o — — e BBgU=el _ _ f_ 1981-82 _ 1 1982-83 _ _
Pay & Aslcwance 63553.87 78012.24 87368.32
TeAo. 8136.3° 7691.25 2344.36
Fooding Allowance
& Mlsceexpgnliture 6375.0C_ _ _ _8300.00_ _ _ _ 71300.00 _ _
- Total= _ _ _ _ _78,065.26  _94,003.49_ _ _ 97,012.68 _ _
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The acove table has revealed that tne
expenditure for training sche«me has been increased
to 20.4 and 24.2 perca:nl resgectiveiy during the
S vear 1981-82 & 198283 in comparison to l3su-gl.
The Miscellaneous expenditure of the training institu-
tion included office expense and other expenditurs
for exnibiticon, field visit of farmers, cost of oil &
lubricant, aistri*ution of seed,fortiliser etc. under.
zronstration srheme. The ofticers of the training
institution reported that distribution of seed,
fertilisers etc. amonyg the trained farmers undcer
demonstration scheme was not made coMpulsory and as
such only a limited quantity of inputs was supplied

to a few traineces after completion of training.



CHAPTER-ITI

dopact of the Training Programme

3.1 In Jthis chapter, an attempt has been made to assess the impact
of the training programme on the farmers who were trained. This will
reflect how far and to what extent tha' programme was helpful for the trai-
ned eultivators in adopting improved agriculfural rractises, Accordingly

a total of 30 farmoers who complocted the training during the year

1981-82 wore sclected and interviewed, of which 10 trainée,s were sclected
from each of the short courses for farmer snd fﬂrm womon while § trainees
were covered from the remnining two courses viz, courszs for coavenor of
"Krishl Charca Mandal" and Production cum Demonstration training,
3.2 It has been gathered that 29(97,7%4) out of?gelected trfzinees had
eultivation as the prineipal sources of income, Considering this aspect,
it is folt tfxat the training programme, which is in operatlon for more than
a decade 1s beneficial for the farmerse
Thoy were also asked whethor they appliéd improved agriculture

practices in their respective fieclds on which they received training. The
following table indicatos the position about the use bf improved agricul-
tural methods by‘these semple cultivetors in respect of paddy as peddy
was the main crop of the farmerse

. Tabl<;r5

No, of trained fermers applying improved.
inputs in respect of paddy,

No.of farmers No., of farmers
- contacted usod High yic—
lding varicties

No,of farmers using 8 No. of farmecrs
_chamisel fertilisors using pesticides
8 Fully g?art.ly g Not 87"‘1111}7 81-’art1y§ Not
. - == ﬁ_aﬁ %ll_.

@n e wm em G @R Em en S S Wy e S G B e e -k S G W MR R ke mw e en G wmlam em e e am em e - ew am

30 - 23 17 3 3 3 g 19
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3.3 The above tuble reweals that 23 trainces (76.6%) out of a
total of 30 trainces contected, applied high ydolding varieties of paddy.
It was also found that 17 (74%) ffarmers who u.eeci' HYV paddy have applied
chemical fertilisers fully, whille 3(13%) farmers have used the samo partly
end tho rest 3 traimses (13%) huve not applicd any chamical fertilisers
at all. This has boen mainly dwe to the pocr oconomic cenditions of the
fermers as well as non-availability of vinputs roedily. Again the mmber of
trainod farmers who have not aia)pliod postioides at all was found to be
quits vhigh 1.,0.(83.4%). Out of thése totnl trainces who did not apply
posticides nearly 25 percont newever applied any pesticideé since there
was no occurence of pests in tthelr crop as mﬁc&tod while the others did
not apply the seme due to theiwr poverty and non-availability of pestici-
des and sprayers roadily. _
3.4 It was gathm'od't)hat 70 porecent 'of the sample trainces did
nct have olementary knowledge of using improved inputs earlier, the trai-
ning programms eould hzlp them in acquiring kmowledge in those aspects.
Accordingly ~these cultivators adoptod improved‘ azricultural practice for
the first time during the yoarr 1982-83, Tho oxtent of applicatién of
inprovcd soqi, fortilizers otee. by tho sanple farmors are indicated in
the talble below.
' Ircblo =4

Application of improved practices by tho sample
cult:ivators during 1982-83,

contactod | cultivation of 3 Ar-on undor  Aroa undor g

-*--',-_“--”‘------

Aroa treated
with posticides
% (in heet)

high yicld~ {fortilizors
peddy (Hect) | img varicty § ( in Hoot)

] gaxddy(in hoct § _

. Gm W W me wn e o8 wm - en e = e

40.05 6042 6.02 :."5.74
(\16.03%) (15.04% ) (9.34%)
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- 2B It i1s scen from the ahwe tolhle that the total ares under
HyYv (p::fir.i;f),.fertilizcrs'a;lrl posticides cowered by those 30 sanple farmors
during the year 1982-83 appoars tc be sati.sfactery as most of those culti-
vitors have adopt;:d improvéd agridul*:.ural jprﬁctices for the fifs‘d time and
thet tor aftor roceiving trainings The eul:tivators, hewsver have not been
ablc te cover more areas by the :imprc:qu azricultural practices due tc the
fallewint roesons 3

(1) Gulsivation of HYV naels ﬁor-c labour arﬂ‘ attention which
taoy cculd not afford, . |
(11) HYV nceds rogular irrizatiom which is roodily not available
in the cultivators ficlde

(111) . HYV roquires hizh pricol chenical fortilizor in propor doses
pesticides otes whlch the cultiveteorscould not fmrchusé dus to poverty.
(iv) Inputs nre reedily not avaﬂ;zble.

3.6 ‘It was alsc?ft.m.nd that the wss of nodorn a?gricultural imple—
ments like tracters, power tillers, sprayor etc., was very limitoed as this
was boyend the capacity of a small and marginal farmer to purchase the same,
Only twe cut of thirty sample trainces wero found tc be using improved
machincrics likc tractors an? mower tillomrs on hiro murchaso.basis. This
obviously indicates that the farmers cculd not apply their skill and know-
lodge acquired from training effectively «ue to thoe limitation of assistance
and rcscureces,

3,7 The smmple farmers alse exprwressod that thore was inadequate
institutional financo for supply of agricwultursl inputs followed by cumbor
semo precoture for obtaining aidg-. Only 12(40%) ocut of 30 ssmplo trainces
rocoived Improved inputs free of cest from the training institute, The
quentity of inputs rocelved by thom was also quite inndcquate. The remaining
60% s:mple farmers had tc rurchase imprewed sced, fortilizers, pesticides
ote, frem the morket loeatsd at & distancw of 5 to 10 Km away. The farmos
als: reperted that thore was lack of preper irrigaticon fa_c:llities in thoir

£1.1%s wihizsh esusud me-h dnconvenicnce in eultivation.
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B34 Sumidng Ty W2 Doy osay b dnadeguacy of instituticnal
srrenenont for supoly off azrieultural inputs, nomeavailabiiily of irriga-~
tion faciiitios, genoral poverty amcng the rural messcs arc tho malin
reascns for lpw uss of improved agricultural prac’c.icos.. It was gathered
thet the fermers novor nwct the officers cf the ‘raining instituto after
cemnlotion of the 4rsinimz and at the same time £icld assistants or offi-
cers of tho 'bi'aining canitre had nc scope to visit tho agricultural fislds
cf the trained farmors. .As such, it has boon difficult for tho training
institute 12 knew héw the 'f.rﬂ.inf:')s have utilisod tho traininz and whother
furtihor guilarce or advica is necessiry in varicus improwed technology eote.
3¢9 Out of a tetsl of 30 ssleeted traineos, 3 tralnees repcrted
that tho training institute creanisod an cxoursion to Gauhati, with a
vicw tc doliborateo idea @becut medern methed of cultivotion, It was also
infermed by all the swnple trainoss that film show on varicus methods of
cultivation was slso dlsplsyed by the training institute, which naturally

helped the trainces in oxpanding their dimonsicon of knowlodge.



CHAPTER IV

Surmery of findinrs and recommemdation

del The farmors training prosramme was launched since April, 1970

et the Diroctorate of Extension Education, umder Assam Agriculturo University,
Jorhat wi‘hh a flow to extend the dimension of knowlodze qf farmozlif:omx;linity
on improved toehnology of cultivation; Tho Trogramme which was a cen(xrélly
spensered schomo was adopted first by the state govormment, but latter on
frtf-m-t';he yoor 1980-81, the schomo was sbelished by tho State Goverrment which
~wss, Tovivod furthoe by tho Assam Agriculture Univorsity, Jorhat in the same

Jeule - '
' At praesent tho Dircctorate of Extension Education _:!mpart.s

training to the marzinal end small farmers umder differcent devoiopmeht hlocké
of the district of Sibsazar. ) |
4ef Thore is nnither any hard and flast rules for selection of
farmors ncr any target for numbor of farmors to bo trained durlng a year,
The solcctlion of farmurs is done nornally in ccnsultation with ﬁho Agr?lcultu-
ral Extension officors of the devolopment blocks in which the fame_x;s reside.
Snall aenl! marginel farmcrs whe have already, swltchod over tc Imoroved
practicecs of cultlvatlon cr interosted to switeh cover td modern _practices
are notivated for attending the institutionalvand demcnstratlon training,

The trainees are selcctad hoth from male and female farmers.
The wrogramne includes -5 days short course for farmers and wamen, 1 days!
production-cum-dencnstration training and 3 day's courses for convenor of
Krishi Chercha Mandal. | |
4.3 During the year 1560-81, 1981-82 and 1982-83 it was proposed
tc orrganisd 'traininq of farmer and farm wemen dn 15 batches, training in
rospect of courses for convenor of Krishi Charcha Mandal in 5 batches amd
producticn-cun~domonstraticn training in “60 batchcs, Out of which training
for farmur and farm women was held in 9 batchos covoring a total of 225
trainocs during the yoar 1960-61, In the yoar 1981-32 the same trainine was
held ia 7 balches in wkich a t.c:tal uf‘ 175 traineos prrticipated while in the

yoar 1082-03 & total of 254 former & forn women attondod theo course in
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10 batches, The coverazo of trainccs imnroved considerably in tho year
1962-8% in ccmparison to the year 1980-8L and 1981-82 raising the percen—
taze cf participants tc 11 and 43 respoctively. In case of courses for
Convenor of Krishi Charcha Manrlal the training was actually held in 2 batches
covering a total of 50 trainee:s durin tho year 1960-81, while not a single
truining class was held for this course during the yoar 1981-82 and 1982-83.
Prcduction-cum-Damenstration training was.hold in 45 batches, covering

a total of 2527 trainess durimz the year 1980-8l, while 1n the next year

gltc rather 1923 farmers wero trainsd in 35 batchos and in the year 1962-83

a tctal of 3125 fermers and farm wcm.xen were trained up in 51 Eatches. The

covoraze of tralnocs has been increascd modorately to 24 and 63 percont

rospectively during tho yoar 1981-82 and }982;-85 in comparison to its pos-

iticn in the year 1980-81,

4o " Tho farmors whe complotod tho training fa:!ied to keaep contact

with tho training institution. as rogquired aftor the traininz was over,

4,5 During the mxricdl of traininz each trainee was provided with

fondin~ allowance at tho rate of #, 5 peor day _whicﬁ was further increased

to R, 10 por day with effect from March,1983, The amount of stipend provided

as foodinz allowarce to the trainees was also considered inadequate. .

- 448 The documentary £13m show on Improved methods of cultivaticn,
which was orzanisod by the training institute froquontly,’ of'fered amp]:e
scope to the farmers fer incréasin:z their dimension of knowledge through

- audio~visual systom, - _

4.7 .. . For agsessing the impact cf the training at the field level,

30 trainees who completed the training course during the year 19852-83 were
';interviewod. The discussions with the sample trainces have revealed that
training was much helpful and beneficial to thom as thoy acquired sound
kncﬁledgo on 1m"rﬂvod tachiiique throush the programme, They also expressed
dii‘ficultiast in applyins thedr knowledze in practical field mainly due to
the inadequate extension facilities and institutional arrangement for
Obtainint improvedcinputs an' machinories. General poverty among the rural
massos is alsc responsitle frr the slow progress in utilising their

knowledge axd skill which they acquirod ‘lring the training,



-17 -

4.8 Twenty three sample cultivatoris (76.6 percent) out of 30 used
high yielding vericty of paddy for the first time covering 16,03 percent of
their total cropped area under paddy in 1982—83, Again out of 23 fmrs who
used, HYV, about 66'.6 pereont avpplied chemicml i.‘ortiliseré fuily, 2363 '
perecnt usod the samo partly and the ranaiﬁimg 10,1 percont did not apply
f;:rtilisars at all. On the oth& hord the parcontage of trained farmers who
. hts not apriiod any posticides in their ficlds was 63.4.

4.9 During tho yoar 198283, about 16,03 pcrcent of the total cro-
Ppod crca under paddy of those sample. cultiviators wero covored by high
yielding variety, while the arsa coverod by chaulcal fortilisers was 15.04

percent and pesticides by 9.3 porcent of the total arca which- appears to be
satisfactory as these cultivators have adopt.od mprbved agrioculture practi~

cos for thc first timo in 1983~ 84 after receiving farmerts training., Howover,
tho area covered by improved farm machinery -was found to be negligibla and
only € pereont of tho semple traimcos used mproved machinery 1ike power
tiller, tractor ctec. on hircd tasls, |
4.10 - Only three farmers reported that the Directorate of Extension
-Education organised an educaticnal excursion. to some arca of Guwshatl where
SOphist.icatcd and improved peothed of cultivation was adopted. Naturally this
type of exouraion trip hed signj.i‘icant impact on the trainses and contri-
buted much for the expansion of their idéa Vand knowledges |
4.:1.,1 , Summing wnp, the roaction cf the trainces in respoect of the
tl'-éining progeamme is found to bo as follows;zz—

| (a) A11 tha sample trainess oxpmressed satisfaction at the
ccurse content and metheds of training and reported that the training
was much helpful for ' - elementary knowledge about improved practicos
of cultivaticn. '

| (b) Noarly 90 parcent of the sclocted farmors advocated that
training should be more intensive and olabcrmte and as such the period

prescntly esrmarked for tho instituticnal training noceds to be extemded fur

ther at Jeaat fur a puricd of 15 Jaysa.



- 18 =

(¢) More than 80 percont samplc trainees whom we contacted
sugsested that more emphas:is nzaeds to be givon on practical trqining. And
¢nu day duration for Production Cum Démonstration Training is not suffi-
cieﬁt which noeded t¢ be oxtended at least to a wook, | .»

(d) Mcrc than 60 parcont of tho sample trainees desired
that there should be adequate institutional ai'rangoment for supplying:agri-
cultural inmuts at a;bsidised rate or frooc of cost a% least for the first
timo aftur ccmplt;tion‘cf ths training. |

Roccmmondationss

The fdilowimg rocommondation havo been made for the
imm-ovomant of the trainlmr DrOgramm =
1,12 ' The course and the pericd of institutional training for
" formar and farm women, noeds to be more intonsive and incroasocd at lcast
te a pericd of 7 days, instoad of § days durgtion. Similarly the training .
period for convencrs of krishi charcha mardal neods to bo extended, It
has »osn seen ‘lf.ha'b within thc present proseribed poriod the subjects can
rot bo covorod adequately amd the traincos also fa:ll to grasp the 1ssues
rroperly,
4,13 Much omphasis neods tc be laid on practical trainir;g than
on thooretical courses an? the peried of Produciion Cum-Demonstration
training should be extonded frcm one day to 3 days duration, In 1':he course
of the practical training all thou problems faced by the cultivators need
to be thoroughly discussod,
4414 The training  institute should be made more effoctive in
motivating tho trained fatmers for adopting the improved technoiOgy and
applying their knowledge acquired from training in practical field,
Progressive andl oxperienced farmers whe aro well conversant with local

problaus may bo associatod fior imparting training to the farmerse
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4,15 The training organisation needs to be suitably streng-

thened in a phased manner and the vacant post of District Training
Officer, farm managomont specialiest ete. should be filled up immediately.
4,16 At present the Training Imstituto, Jorhat covers farmers
of the arstwhile district of Sibsager only. The farmers of the other
districts havc not been coverod by the traiming institute mainly due to
inodoquate fund provided to the institute. Qther districts of the state
should also be brought under the programme in a phased manner. Hence
adoquatc fund needs io be provided to the training institute, so that the
formers of the other districts may also be associated with the t:aining
programme. In visw of the growing training needs of the farmers the Univér-
sity shculd also considor to sstup two more training centres covering all
the allied subj:cts in appropristo places for the bencfit of the farmer
community,. v

4e17 It would be more imperative if the training programme 1s
linked up with bank finance. To create a climate conducive for develc;pment
of fermers, losn e~nd subsidy should be arranged to the trained farmers for
rurchasing inputs and machinerises after succsssful completion of tralning.
Accordingly viable bankable schames ncada to bo prepared for each trainee
during the training period who is really imtorostcd in taking it up earnes-

tly considering his capability, so that the training become purposive amd
is fruitfully utilisod. |
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