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INTRODUCTION

As one of the founding members of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO),
India has consistently endeavoured to promote the aims and
objectives of the Organisation. The Indian National Commission
(INC) for Cooperation with Unesco which was established in
1949 by the Government of India, in compliance with Article VII
of the Constitution of Unesco, has been playing an effective role
as advisory, executive, information and liaison body at the natio-
n'll level through a well-established consultative and deliberative
mechanism. The Commission has been playing an ever increasing
role in Unesco's work, particularly in the formulation and
execution of its programmes by involving various departments,
agencies, institutions, organisations and experts engaged in the
advancement of education, s<iience, culture and communication.

This report presents a brief account of the activities of the
Indian National Commission and the Government’s relations with
Unesco during the period January 1986 to December 1987.
During this biennium, the Commission continued to contribute
significantly to the programmes and activities of Unesco in all
its areas of competence by associating experts, scholars, govern-
mental and non-governmental bodies in the implementation of
the programmes of the Organisation. It also continued to per-
form its role as a coordinating body at the national level and also
collaborated with the National Commissions of Asia and the
Pacific region and with Unesco’s Regional Offices and Centres for
implementation of Unesco’s projects.

One of the highlights of the biennium was the launching of the
Asia Pacific Programme of Education for All (APPEAL) by the
former Director-General of Unesco in New Delhi, which aimed

(iii)



(iv)

at eradicating illiteracy in Asia and the Pacific by the year 2000.
During the period under report, the Indian National Commission
was reconstituted by its President—the Minister of Human Re-
source Development—by nominating 42 ‘individual’ and 41
‘institutional” members, which comprise eminent educationists,
scientists and persons distinguished in the fields of social sciences,
humanities, culture and communication, concerned Government
Departments, important statutory bodies and national organi-
sations. The Commission also convened its nineteenth session
and the meetings of its five Sub-Commissions in which the Draft
Programme and Budget of Unesco for the biennium 1988-1989
was discussed in detail and views formulated thereon. Another
significant event of the period was India’s participation in the
twenty-fourth session of the General Conference of Unesco under
the leadership of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, Minister of Human
Resource Development. India also participated in many other
important international, regional and sub-regional meetings
organised by or under the auspices of Unesco. Some of the
notable meetings are :the twenty-seventh session of the Council of
International Bureau of Education; fortieth session of the Ad-
visory Committee on Regional Cooperation in Asia and the
Pacific; Inter-Regional Consultation on Unesco’s Third Medium-
Term Plan; Regional Meeting to formulate strategies of action for
National Coordinators of Unesco Associated Schools Projects,
etc.

During the period under report, the Commission extended its
full support and cooperation to Unesco and its regional ofiices
in the implementation of its activities by arranging participation
of Indian experts and institutions in about 75 meetings,
conferences, workshops; placements of 25 Unesco fellows in
Indian institutions/laboratories; execution of 69 contracts for
special studies; implementation of 12 projects under Partici-
pation Programme; execution of Unesco Coupons Scheme under
which coupons worth 47,943 dollars were sold; and the publi-
cation of Tamil and Hindi editions of the ‘Courier’.



CHAPTER |

SI'RUCTURE AND COMPOSITION OF THE INDIAN
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR COOPERATION WITH
UNESCO

1.1 As a member of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the Government of India,
in compliance with Article VII of the Constitution of the Organi-
sation, established an interim Indian National Commission (INC)
for Co-operation with UNESCO in 1949. The Commission was
placcd on a permanent footing in 1951 to ensure active participa-
tion of the people and institutions engaged in the task of advance-
ment of education, science, culture and communication in India,
in the implementation of the programmes of UNESCO. The
membership of the Commission is of two categories : (i) individual
and (ii) institutional. The Commission consists of five Sub-
Commissions, namely (i) Education; (ii) Natural Sciences;
(iii) Social Sciences; (iv) Culture; and (v) Communication.

1.2 The membership of the Commission comprises of eminent
educationists, scientists and persons distinguished in the fields of
social sciences, humanities, culture and communication, concerned
Government Departments, important statutory and autonomous
bodies and national organisations. The members hold office for
a term of four years. The Commission was reconstituted in 1987
which now includes 42 individual and 41 institutional members.
The Commission is headed by Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao,
Minister of Human Resource Development, Government of
India. The Secretary, Department of Education, is the
Secretary-General of the Commission. A senior officer of the
Ministry of Human Resource Development nominated by the
President of the Commission acts as its Secretary. The names
of ‘individual’ and ‘institutional” members of the five Sub-
Commissions are given in Annexure I.



1.3 The Secretariat of the Indian National Commission
is provided by the Department of Education in the Ministry of
Human Resource Development, Government of India.

Nineteenth Session of the Indian National Commission for Co-
operation with Unesco and meetings of its five Sub-Commissions

1.4 The Nineteenth Session of the Indian National Commis-
sion for Cooperation with Unesco was held in New Delhi on July
27, 1987, under the chairmanship of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao,
Minister of Human Resource Deyelopment and President of the
Commission. Smt. Krishna Sahi, Minister of State for Edu-
cation and Culture also participated in the session which was
attended by 29 individual and 28 institutional members of the
Commission, besides senior officers of the Government of India
and representatives of the press.

1.5 Shri Anil Bordia, Secretary, Department of Education,
Ministry of Human Resource Development and Secretary-General
of the Commission, while welcoming the participants, observed
that education was an instrument of change and that the edu-
cationists all over the world were involved in crystalising two
themes (i) future of education; and (ii) education for the future.
He further added that new education policy not only aims at
reducing, social disparities but also taking the country to the
threshold of the twenty-first century, so that society is better
equipped to face the challenges of the future.

1.6 Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, the Minister of Human
Resource Development inaugurated the session. While.thanking
the members for having agreed to serve on the Indian National
Commission and'for participating in its 19th session, he stated that
Unesco should not be looked upon merely as a channel for assis-
tance to developing countries but as a forum for intellectual
co-operation. He further added that while ideological differences
were inevitable in an agency like UNESCO it should be remem-
bered that this agency was an irreplaceable forum for friendly



encounters and intellectual exchanges on a footing of equality
and mutual respect. The full text of the welcome speech by the
Secretary-General and the inaugural address of the President of the
Indian National Commission is given in Annexures Il and IlI.
respectively.

1.7 The main items on the agenda of the meeting were the
consideration of Draft Programme and Budget of Unesco for the
biennium 1988-1989 and the consideration of the proposed Draft
Resolutions in respect of the Programme and Budget to be moved
by India at the 24th Session of the General Conference of Unesco.
The othei items of the agenda related to consideration of the
Draft Resolution regarding celebration of the birth-centenary
of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and a general discussion regarding
election of the new Director-General of Unesco.

1.8 While the Indian National Commission was in gei’cral
agreement with the proposed Programme and Budget of Unesco
for the biennium 1988-1989, it was felt that there was a need to
lay greater stress upon some areas and to accord higher priorities
to others. The members of the Commission were of the view
that in the context of current situation prevailing in the World
and the need for promoting moral solidarity and unity of mankind,
Unesco should take up more vigorously programmes and acti-
vities in the field of international understanding, cooperation and
peace as also step up its efforts to eliminate prejudice, intolerance,
racism and apartheid. The members also urged that Unesco
should undertake an appropriate programme for the study of the
history of South East Asian countries as the scholaiship and
erudition of these countries had substantially contributed to the
socio-cultural harmony of the continent.

1.9 In the field of Science and Technology, it was suggested
that more attention should be given by Unesco to the develop-
ment of man-power information system and the exchange of
information on technology forecasting techniques. For pro-
grammes relating to culture, it was proposed that matters relating
to restitution of cultural property and establishment of museums
and art galleries deserved the attention of Unesco. For the



Communication Sector, it was proposed that greater attention
should be given by Unesco to the programme ‘Communication
in the Service of Man’. The proceedings of the 19th session of the
Commission are given in Amexure 1V.

Meetings of the five Sub-Commissions

1.10 The Indian National Commission for Unesco convened
meetings of its five Sub-Commissions on Education, Natural
Sciences, Social Sciences, Culture and Communication in
New Delhi from 31st August to 10th September, 1987. The
main objective of the meetings was to make a detailed study of the
Draft Programme and Budget for the biennium 1988-1989 sector-
wise and the Draft Amendments to the Draft Programme and
Budget of Unesco proposed to be moved by India at the twenty-
fourth session of the General Conference of Unesco. The parti-
cipants in each of the meetings of the Sub-Commissions discussed
in detail the programmes and the proposed Draft Amendments
relating to their respective programme sectors and made useful
recommendations which formed part of the brief for the Indian
delegation to the 24th Session of General Conference of Unesco.
The proceedings of the meetings of the five Sub-Commissions are
given in Amexure V.

1.11 In order to enable the Indian National Commission
for Cooperation with Unesco to discharge its functions and
responsibilities in an adequate manner, a Plan scheme for streng-
thening the activities of the Commission included in the Seventh
Five Year Plan, continued as an on-going programme during the
years under report.

1.12 The Unesco Regional Office of Science and Technology
for South and Central Asia (ROSTSCA) was set up in 1965 after
India agreed to provide the normal facility of adequate rent-free
accommodation for the Regional Office. To meet this long-
standing obligation of providing a suitable accommodation to the
Regional Office, a new office-building in New Delhi would be
constructed. A plot of land has already been allotted for the



puipose by the Ministry of Urban Development. Tlie scheme
for construction of Unesco House has been included in the Seventh
Five Year Plan. The building when completed would house two
offices of Unesco functioning in India, viz., (i) the Office of the
Chief of Unesco Mission in India, and (ii) the Unesco Regional
Office of Science and Technology for South and Central Asia.

Budget

1.13 A statement showing the Budget Estimates and Revised
Estimates for 1986-87 and 1987-88 is reproduced below:

(Figures in Rupees lakhs)

B.E. R.E. B.E. R.E.
S. No. Activities 1986-87 1986-87 1987-88  1987-88

PLAN

1. Reorganisation of INC
Library into a full-fledged
Documentation and Refe-
rence Centre for Unesco
publications in India ) 1.00 1.00 2.00 2.00;

2. Holding of meetings
of Committees/Conferences
and organisation of exhi-
bitions in furtherance of
aims and activities of
Unesco. : : . 5.00 5.00 6.00 3.00

3. Strengthening of volun-
tary organisations engaged
in Unesco’s programmes
and activities . . . 1.50 1.00 2.00 1.OO*

NON-PLAN

4. Publication of Hindi and
Tamil editions of Unesco
Courier . . . 10.55 10.55 10.60 10.60
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10.

Grants to non-govern-
mental organisations for
the programmes of Indian
National Commission for
Unesco .

Other items — Indian
National Commission for
Unesco .

Other programmes .

Deputation and delega-
tions abroad -

Contribution to Unesco

Visit of foreign delega-
tions to India

.25

.60

.05

7.00
88.30

5.00

2.10

.59
.05

6.86
80.80

3.00

.25

.60
.05

7.00
94.50

5.00

.25

.30

.05

6.20
94.50

5.00



CHAPTER 11

RELATIONS WITH UNESCO

2.1 India continued to contribute significantly to the pro-
grammes and activities of Unesco in all its areas of competence by
associating experts, scholars, governmental and non-governmental
bodies in the implementation of the programmes of the Organi-
sation. The Indian National Commission for Cooperation with
Unesco continued to project its views on the plans and programmes
of Unesco with a view to advising the Government of India as well
as Unesco in formulation and implementation of its activities.
The Commission also continued to perform its role as a co-ordi-
nating body at the national level and also collaborated with the
other National Commissions of Asia and the Pacific and with
Unesco’s projects. The following account gives a brief descrip-
tion of the activities of the Commission during the period January
1986 to December 1987 in the sphere of Unesco’s work.

Executive Board of Unesco

2.2 India has had the privilege of having been elected as a
member of the Executive Board of Unesco since the establishment
of Unesco in 1946. During the period under report, Sardar
Swaran Singh, India’s representative on Unesco Executive Board

participated in the 124th, 125th, 126th, 127th and 128th sessions
of the Executive Board.

Permanent Delegation of India to Unesco

2.3 India continued to maintain a Permanent Delegation
to Unesco in Paris. The delegation is headed by a Permanent
Representative. During 1986-87 this office was held by Ms.
Arundhati Ghose, an officer belonging to IFS, with the rank of an
Ambassador. During the period under report, the Permanent

7
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Representative was assisted by Shri G.V. Rao, as an Honorary
Adviser and Shri Pradeep Singh, Second Secretary.

The Permanent Delegation of India acts as a link between the
Government of India and the Indian National Commission for
Unesco on the one hand and the Unesco Secretariat, on the other
in all matters of competence of Unesco. Permanent delegation
scontributed effectively not only as a liaison body but also in
various programrass and activities of Unesco of interest to
India, It also represented the Government of India on
various inter-governmental committee meetings, such as,
International Hydrological Programme (IHP), Man and the
Biosphere Programme (MAB), Inter-governmental Committee on
Physical Education and Sports, World Heritage Committeie, etc.
The Permanent Delegation of India assisted the India’s repre-
sentative on the Executive Board of Unesco in meetings of various
Commissions: Finance and Administrative Commission, NGO
Committee, Programme Commission.

The Permanent Representative of India participated in the
24th Session of the General Conference of Unesco as an official
delegate. The other members of the Permanent Delegation pro-
vided useful assistance to the members of the Indian delegation to
the 24th Session of the General Conference of Unesco.

Sessions of the Council of International Bureau of Edacatioit
(IBE)

2.4 Shri Anand Sarup, former Secretary, Department of
Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, parti-
cipated in the twenty-seventh session of the Council of Interna-
tional Bureau of Education (IBE) held at Geneva froin
February 17—21, 1986. The Council considered the proposals
of the Director of IBE concerning the activities of the Bureau for
the year 1986. Another item on the agenda of the Council was
to review the preparation for the organisation of the 40th Session
of the International Conference on Education to be held at Geneva
from December 2—22, 1986.

2.5 Shri Ajai Malhotra of Permanent Mission of India to
United Nations Office in Geneva participated in the 28th and



29th Sessions of Council of International Bureau of Education
held in Geneva.

Fortieth Session of the International Conference on Education

2.6 The Fortieth Session of the International Conference on
Education was organised at Geneva from December 2—11, 1986.
The subject for discussion at the Conference was improvement of
secondary education in the context of its objectives, structure,
contents and methods. The Indian delegation to the Conference
was led by Smt. Krishna Sahi, Minister of State for Education
and Culture. Shri Kireet Joshi, Special Secretary, Department of
Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development was the
alternate leader. Other members of the delegation were : Shri
Y.N. Chaturvedi, Joint Secretary, Department of Education,
Ministry of Human Resource Development; Dr. A.K. Sharma,
Principal, Regional College of Education, Mysore; and Shri
Ajai Malhotra, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of India to the
United Nations and other International Organisations in Geveva.

2.7 The Conference re-affirmed the importance of secondary
education as a factor in accelerating cultural, socio-economic,
scientific and technological development. It concluded that
secondary schooling should aim at developing and up-dating the
teaching of science and technology, encouraging an inter-discipli-
nary approach and teaching of humanities should be strengthened
at the same time to ensure the all-round development of students’
personality. The Conference called for the need to ‘learn how to
leam’ for students and teachers alike in order to gain the opti-
mum benefit from the constant discovery of new fields of
knowledge.

International Seminar on “Unesco—in Retrospect and Frospecf”

2.8 As part of the programme of the Indian National Commis-
sion for commemoration of the 40th anniversary of Unesco,
India International Centre, New Delhi, hosted an international
seminar on “UNESCO—In Retrospect and Prospect” from
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January 1—3, 1986, with financial assistance from Unesco under
its Participation Programme. The seminar was attended by four
members of the Executive Board of Unesco and delegates from
Algeria, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and the USSR.
Eminent Indian personalities in the fields of education, science,
culture, communication and social sciences also participated in the
seminar. Smt. Sushila Rohtagi, the then Minister of State for
Education and Culture inaugurated the seminar.

International Programme for Development of Communication
(IPDC)

2.9 Inter-governmental Council for the International Pro-
gramme for Development of Communication (IPDC) comprising
25 Member States of Unesco was established in 1980 at the 21st
session of the General Conference of Unesco. India was elected
as one of the members of the Council. Re-election to the Council
was held during the 23rd session of the General Conference of
Unesco. India was re-elected as a member of the Council till the
end of the 25th session of the General Conference of Unesco.
The seventh and eighth sessions of IPDC were held in Paris from
January 14—20, 1987 and from January 20—"25, 1987, respectively.
An extra-ordinary session of IPDC was held on June 12, 1987.
Meetings and conferences under this programme are attended by
the representatives of the Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting, Government of India, which is the nodal Ministry on
matters relating to communication. India paid an annual
contribution of US $1,00,000 for ths years 1986 and 1987.

Fourth Session of the Advisory Committee on Regional Co-
operation in Asia and the Pacific

2.10 The fourth session of the Advisory Committee on
Regional Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific was held in the
Regional Office for Education in Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok,
from May 12—16, 1987. The session was attended by Shri
Anil Bordia, Secretary, Department of Education and Secretary-
General, Indian National Commission for Unesco in his capacity
as the member of the Advisory Committee. The purpose of the
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Session was to review the regional cooperation in education as a
follow-up of the recommendations of the Fifth Regional Con-
ference of Ministers of Education and those Responsible for
Economic Planning in Asia and the Pacific (MINEDAP V); and to
examine the contemporary and expected changes in the next
decades which will effect the long range future of educationin the
region and should be taken into consideration for future develop-
ments in regional cooperation.

Visits of the Director-General

2.11 Mr. Amadou Mahtar M’Bow, former Director-General
of Unesco visited India from August 20—24, 1986. During his
stay, the Director-General paid a courtesy call on the Prime
Minister. He also had meetings with the Minister of Human
Resource Development; Minister of State of Science and
Technology; Minister of State of Information and Broadcasting;
Shri G. Parthasarathi and Sardar Swaran Singh. He also attended
the meeting of the Auroville International Advisory Council at
Auroville on August 23, 1986.

2.12 Mr. M’Bow paid another visit to India from February
23 to March 1, 1987. During this visit, he launched Unesco’s
Asia-Pacific Programme of Education for All (APPEAL) at a
ceremony held in New Delhi on February 23, 1987. Apart from
a courtesy call on the Prime Minister, he had meetings with the
Minister of Human Resource Development; and Sardar Swaran
Singh, Member of the Executive Board of Unesco.

Appeal

2.13 While launching the Asia-Pacific Programme of Edu-
cation for All (APPEAL) in New Delhi on the 23rd February,
1987, the former Director-General of Unesco highlighted the
purpose of the programme which was to support national efforts
for eradication of illiteracy by promoting regional cooperation
among the Member States, development of liew strategies, utilising
existing resources and mobilising new ones to achieve the goal of
wipihg out illiteracy by the year 2000.

1546 HRD/88—2
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2.14 The objectives of APPEAL are to promote and
strengthen mutual cooperation among Member States in the
Region to fulfil their resolve to :—

(i) Continue and intensify their efforts to eradicate illiteracy e
and to achieve universal primary education before the
year 2000;

(i) Create appropriate infrastructure for integrated and
effective planning, management, research and develop-
ment for literacy, primary education and continuing
education, with special emphasis on women and dis-
advantaged population groups;

(iii) Mobilise human, material and financial resources, as well
as encourage community participation and utilisation of
local resources;

(iv) Give special attention to raising the level of learning
achievements of pupils through curriculum renewal,
training of personnel and research, etc.; and

(v) Promote and strengthen continuing education, especially
for out-of-school children, youth and adults.

2.15 Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, the Minister of Human
Resource Development, expressed his deep appreciation to Unesco
for launching APPEAL. He lauded the work of the Organi-
sation which, he said, stimulated world-wide awareness of the
problem of illiteracy, and encouraged countries to take steps to
fight it. Shri Rao conveyed full support of the Government of
India to this programme, which he asserted, was in consonance
with the priority measures envisaged by the Government to
tackle the problem of illiteracy.

Twenty-fourth session of the General Conference of Unesco

2.16 A high-powered delegation from India led by the Minister
of Human Resource Development participated in the 24th Session
of the General Conference of Unesco held in Paris, from 20th
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October to 20th November, 1987. The full composition of the
delegation is given in Annexure VI. The salient features of
India’s participation in the Conference are summarised in the
following paragraphs.

2.17 Shri P.V. NarasLmhaRao, eaderpftheilridiaadelegation
was elected as one of the Vice-Presidents of the Conference, By
virtue of this election, India also became a member of the General
Committee, which looked after day-to-day work of the Conference
and functioned as its steering body. In the absence of the
Minister, Sardar Swaran Singh and Ambassador Ms. Arundhati
Ghose represented India on this Committee.

Policy Statement

2.18 The leader of the Indian delegation and the Minister
of Human Resource Development, Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao,
made a comprehensive policy statement on the 24th October in the
plenary session of the General Conference covering various
aspects of the Draft Programme and Budget for 1988-1989. The
Minister told the General Conference that India had consistently
advocated the value of international cooperation and it had
striven to strengthen international cooperation in all its forms.
He stated that the activities of Unesco in building the defences of
peace in the minds of men, in replacing asymmetrical relations
among nations by co-operation on the basis of equality, mutuality
and harmony, and measures to reduce prejudices and tensions
between nations, deserve the support of entire international
community. He reiterated that Unesco is a major international
forum for the exchange of the best of experiences and achievements
of mankind which are directly relevant to the higher realms of
human civilization.

2.19 The Minister of Human Resource Development wel-
comed the continued emphasis being given to the programme of
“Education for All”, and said that India had resolved to wage a
comprehensive and relentless struggle against illiteracy. He
observed that it was gratifying to note that the Director-General
of Unesco launched the major programme for eradication of
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illiteracy in Asia and Pacific from India in February, 1987. The
Minister also referred to the fundameintal importance of the
development of new forms of communication in service of man.
He further stated that India was offering institutional and physical
facilities to developing countries to make up for their lack of
infrastructure and trained staffin the field of mass communication.

2.20 While appreciating UNESCO’s efforts in promoting
scientific research, Shri Narasimha Rao observed that it was hear-
tening to note that due emphasis had been laid on the inter-action
between natural sciences and social sciences as that would lead to
a better understanding of the compJeJj reality of the present-day
society. He reaffirmed India’s continued support for activities
related to preservation and conservation of world’s cultural and
natural heritage. In this context he welcomed the declaration of
the World Decade for Cultural Development. Shri Rao also
reiterated India’s full support to Unesco’s programmes dedicated
to the advancement of peace, human rights, elimination of apar-
theid and other forms of prejudice.

2.21 While drawing the attention of the delegates to the
24th General Conference of Unesco to the celebration of the
birth-centenary of Jawaharlal Nehru in 1989, Shri Narasimha Rao
observed that since Jawaharlal Nehru was a true world citizen
and an ardent champion of peace, UNESCO would be paying
a befitting tribute to his memory by undertaking activities and
programmes on a global level to celebrate his birth-centenary.
The full text of the policy statement made by the leader of the
Indian delegation is given at Annexure VII.

Participation in the work of the Commissions/Committees

2.22  Apart from the plenary sessions, the work of the
General Conference was organised through various committees
and commissions and other subsidiary bodies which were es-
tablished at its 24th session. While the Draft Programme
and Budget contained in Document 24 C/5 was considered in
five Programme Commissions along with other relevant items
of the agenda financial and administrative matters were consi-
dered in the Administrative Commission.
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2.23 The members of the Indian delegation took an active
part in all discussions in the Programme Commissions and
the Administrative Commission as well as Nominations and
Legal Committees. In fact, the members of the Indian delegation

made comprehensive statement on each of the discussion-units
in various commissions.

Draft Resolutions submitted by India

2.24 India submitted a number of Draft Resolutions which
sought to include a number of activities or modifying the existing
work plans set out in the Document 24 C/5 containing Draft
Programme and Budget for 1988-1989. The underlying objective
of the amendments proposed was to emphasise the point of
view of India and other developing countries and to highlight
certain priorities and programmes which should receive attention
by Unesco. Accordingly, the following Draft Resolutions were
proposed —

S. No. Draft Reso- Subject
lution No.
J 2 K TSI
1. DR 150 Celebration of the Birth Centenary of Jawaharlal

Nehru by Unesco.

2. DR 118 Major Programme //.1 — Education for All: Fromo®
tion of General Access to Education

Authorising the Director-General to provide increased
support for the development of innovative approa-
ches and strategies to achieve objectives of the
Regional Programme for Universalisation of
Primary Education and Eradication of llliteracy
in Asia and the Pacific (APPEAL).

3. DR 50 Programme 11.2.2 — Democratization of Education

Jnviting the Director-General to assist in activities
aiming at better co-ordination between formal and
non-formal education.



4. DR 119
5. DR 120
6. DR 294
7. DR 203
8. DR 295
9. DR 228
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Programme |1A— Equality of Educational Opportu-
nity for Girls and Women

Inviting the Director-General to accord high priority
to activities aiming at the dissemination of infor-
mation regarding national strategies for promoting
education for all and implementing special prog-
rammes and campaigns for promoting general
access to education for girls and women.

Programme V.5A — Development and Improvement
in Higher Education

Inviting the Director-General to support the efforts,
of the Member-States for improving access to
higher education by establishing national systems
of open and distance education.

Major Programme |1l — Communication in the service
of man

Inviting the Director-General to make efforts to
improve the balance between reflection and action
while alloting funds for Major Programme I1lI.

Programme IVA.2 — Improvement of Educational
Planning, Administration and Management

Authorising the Director-General to organise regional/
sub-regional training seminars in  educational
planning, administration and management.

Major Programme VI — Sciences and their application
to development

Authorising the Director-General to co-operate with
the International Centre for Science and Techno-
logy Education set up in India in organising inter-
national training programmes and to assist the
Centre in its various activities.

Programme WL.7>.1— Research and Training in
informatics

Authorising the Director-General to support con-
vening of a regional workshop for Asia and the
Pacific region and to launch a few pilot projects.
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emphasi/.iny use of sophisticated modern infor-
mation technology for multi-media computerisable
documentation, to study the life-style of diflfcrent
comnuinitie?.

Programme VII. L1 — Developmeiit and use oj data
hose through the application of modern technologies
and normative tools

Authorising the Director-General to launch an integ-
rated project at the Indira Gandhi Natioral Centre
for Arts, New Delhi, to demonstrate the develop-
ment of regional data bases on art and cultural
heritage.

Programme 1X.2.3— Training, research and informa-
tion exchange for management of science and tech-
nology development

Requesting the Director-General to support activities
for sharing experiences and information among
Member-States and providing training programmes
in methodology of forecasting technical manpower.

Programme X.3.2 — Development of scientific and
technical knowledge for management of taier
resources

Inviting the Director-General to launch the South
and Central Asia component of the major regional
project for Asia for the conservation and utilisation
of water resources.

Programme X1.\.\ — Preservation and presentation of
the Movable Cultured Heritage

Inviting the Director-General to encourage the plan-
ning of representative collections by Member
States of their lost cultural property.

Programme XIJI."i—Education for Peace and Respect
for Human Rights

Inviting the Director-General to assist the Member-
States in their efforts with regard to the incorpo-
ration of content relating to international education
in the curricula for both formal and non-formal
education at different levels.
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2.25 These Draft Resolutions were discussed in different
Programme Commissions and were duly adopted in toto or with
some amendments.

Election of the new Director-General

2.26 Mr. Federico Mayor 6f Spain was elected as the new
Director-General of Unesco by the General Conference after
a secret ballot on 7th November, 1987. Mr. Mayor who replaces
Mr. Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow of Senegal, was elected with 142
votes, out of a total of 149 votes cast. In accordance with the
prescribed procedure as laid down in Unesco’s Constitution,
Mr, Mayor was earlier nominated by the Executive Board on the
18th October after a series of secret ballots held by the Board.

Elections

India was elected as a member of the following inter-govern-
mental bodies:—

1. The Council of the International Bureau of Education
(IBE)

2. Inter-governmental Council of General Information Prog-
ramme (PGI)

3. Inter-govemmental Council of the International Hydro-
logical Programme (IHP)

4. Inter-governmental Committee of the World Decade for
Cultural Development

2.28 India is already represented on the Council of Inter-
national Programme for Development of Communication
(IPDC) and Inter-govemmental Committee for Informatic Prog-
ramme. India was also elected without contest as a member of
the Headquarters Committee.

World Heritage Committee

2.29 Under the provisions of the Unesco’s Convention
concerning the protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, an international committee, called the World Heritage
Committee, comprising representatives from 21 countries elected
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from among the nations which have signed the Convention, has
been constituted. The main responsibiUties of the Committee
are to identify those natural and cultural sites which are to be
protected under the World Heritage Convention by inscribing
them on the World Heritage List, to make the sites known
throughout the world and to provide technical cooperation to
States from the World Heritage Fund for safeguarding of these
sites. India is one of the members of the Committee.

2.30 Following ten cultural monuments from India have so
far been approved for inscription on the World Heritage List:

Taj Mahal

Ajanta Caves

Ellora Caves

Agra Fort

Sun Temple at Konark

Monuments of Mahabalipuram

Churches and Convents of Goa

Group of Monuments at Khajuraho
Group of Monuments at Fatehpur Sikri
Group of Monuments at Hampi

-

© o N OO~ wDd

|_\
o

2.31 The following three natural sites have also been approved
by the World Heritage Committee for inscription on the list:

1. Kaziranga National Park
2. Keoladeo National Park
3. Manas Wild-life Sanctuary

Contribution to Unesco’s Regular Budget

2.32 Each Member-State of Unesco contributes to the budget
of the Organisation in accordance with a scale fixed by the
General Conference. India’s share of contribution has been
fixed at present at 0.34 per cent of overall budget of Unesco.
At this rate, India’s contribution for 1986 and 1987 amounted
to US | 620,466 per annum which is equivalent to Rs. 78,00,000
approximately. This amount has already been paid.
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Voluntary contribution to Unesco

2.33 In response to the appeals addressed by Unesco from
time to time to its Member-States for contributions for specific

purposes, the Government of India has been making voluntary
contribution to Unesco. During 1986 and 1987 a sum of US$
25.000 (equivalent to Rs. 3,03,250) and USS 5,000 (equivalent tq

Rs. 65,000) was paid respectively, by India as voluntary contribu-
tion to the International Institute of Educational Planning, Paris.

During 1986, India also paid a voluntary contribution of US 3
25.000 (equivalent to Rs. 3,03,250) to Unesco’s International

Campaign for safeguarding Mohenjodaro in Pakistan.



CHAPTER 111

RELATIONS WITH OTHER NATIONAL COMMISSIONS,
UNESCO REGIONAL OFFICES AND CENTRES

Asian Programme of Educational Innovation for Development
(APEID)

3.1 The Asiaa Programme of Educational Innovation for
Development which was established in 1973 on the recommend-
ations of the Third Regional Conference of Ministers of Educa-
tion and those responsible for Economic Planning in Asia is a
regional mechanism of inter-country co-operation and a co-
operative endeavour of the Member States sharing commonality
of outlook towards progress and change. APEID commenced its
activities as a regional network in 1974 with 12 Associated centres
and has grown rapidly to its present strength of 164 Associated
Centres. In each country, the coordinating body is known as
the National Development Group. In India, for the purpose of
APEID, National Development Group Secretariat has been
located in the National Council of Educational Research and
Training, New Delhi with 17 Associated Centres. The Chairman
of the National Development Group is the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
The NDG acts essentially as the identifier and stimulator of edu-
cational innovation for development within the country, coordi-
nating the activities of the Associated Centres, channelling
and sharing national innovative experiences at the regional
level and making outcomes of regional cooperation within APEID
known widely in the country. During the period under report
27 projects under APEID have been executed/are under execution.
A list of the projects is given at Annexure VIII.

Sub-Regional meet of South-Asian Countries on APEID

3.2 The National Development Group Secretariat located
in the National Council of Educational Research and Training,
New Delhi, in collaboration with the Indian National Commis-

21
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sion for Unesco organised a sub-regional meeting of South Asian
countries on regional cooperation within the APEID frame-work
in New Delhi from January 20—23, 1987. The meeting made an
indepth study of the Work Plan of APEID for its IVth Program-
ming Cycle (1987—91) in the light of national educational plans
land policies with a view to evolving strategies for its implementa-
tion and identifying'aGtions for sub-regional co-operation focussed
on common problems and issues. The meeting also finalised a
framework of sub-regional cooperation for the work plan of
APEID for its Programming Cycle and for the new Asia and the
Pacific Programme of Education for All (APPEAL).

Inter-Regional Consultation on Unesco’s Hiird Medium-Term
Plan (1990—1995)

3.3 The Trinidad and Tobago Commission for Unesco
organised an Inter-regional Consultation of National Commis-
sions on Unesco’s Third Medium-Term Plan (1990—1995) in Port
of Spain from February 23—27, 1987.From India, Shri Anand
Sarup, the former Education Secretary and Secretary-General
of the Indian National Commission for Cooperation with Unesco
participated in the meeting. On behalf of India it was pointed
out that the issues connected with the preparation of the Medium-
Term Plan for 1990—19% had to be viewed in the context of
acute constraints of resources as well as the emergence of new
dimensions of certain global problems on the one hand and on the
other, of the development of emerging technologies likely to have
a serious impact on the alternatives for action as well as the
relationship between the developed and developing countries.
Another point highlighted was the tremendous increase in dis-
parity in the matter of education and literacy likely to surface
over the next two decades unless national initiatives in this regard
were given the support of Unesco in the context of the nature
and intensity of their problems.

Sub-Regional seminar on Incorporation of Environmental Educa-
tion into curriculum and Teacher Training for Industrial Schools

3.4 The National Council of Educational Research and
Training, in collaboration with the Indian National Commission
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for Unesco organised a sub-regional training seminar on incor-
poration of environmental education into curriculum and teacher
training for industrial schools in Asia. The seminar was held in
New Delhi from April 20—27, 1987. The participants made an
indepth study of the problem in the context of growing concern,
for the environmental hazards and made significant recommen-
dations for the incorporation of environmental education into

the curriculum and teacher training particularly for the industrial
schools in Asia.

Training workshop in documentation and dissemination of per-
forming arts

3.5 The Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, New
Delhi, in collaboration with the Indian National Commis-
sion for Cooperation with Unesco, organised a training workshop
in documentation and dissemination of performing arts at
New Delhi from March 31 to April 5 1986. The workshop
considered measures for evolving a methodology for reasearch
and documentation, suitable for the region; formulation of a
framework of a schema of documentation of the Performing
Arts of the region; providing guidelines on production of pro-
grammes for disseminating information about the artistic and'
cultural heritage using the materials collected during docu-
mentation; and evolving methodology for cataloguing and index-
ing the documented materials that have been collected. Delegates
from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand
participated in the workshop. Mr. Makaminan Makagiansar”
Assistant Director-General for Coordination of Unesco Activities
in Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, and Mr. A.l. Khan, Regional

Adviser for Culture in Asia and the Pacific alsc participated in
the workshop.

Seminar on implementation strategies of National Policy on
£ducxtion

3 6 The National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration organised a Seminar on implementation strategies
of national policy on education from June 26—29, 1986 with
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financial assistance from Unesco under its Participation Pro-
gramme. The Seminar made far reaching recommendations
in the areas of educational planning, non-formal and adult
education, rural universities, institutional management (Higher
Education) and teacher education in the context of the imple-
mentation of the National Policy on Education. The Seminar
recommended that a multi-level approach to planning with district
as a critical level with an integrated management would be essential
and that District Boards of Education should be given statutory
recognition. The Seminar also emphasised two types of inte-
gration in the planning process, namely, integration of education
with micro-level planning especially of health and nutrition;
and integration of different parallel streams of layers of edu-
cational planning. It stressed the need of efficient utilisation of
available resources and mobilising additional resources.

Training seminar on quantitative techniques and serial methods

in the Science of History
3.7 The Indian National Commission, the Indian Council

of Historical Research and the Indian Council of Social Science
Research jointly organised a Regional training seminar on serial
methods and quantitative techniques in the science of history in
New Delhi from January 28 to February 8, 1987. The main
objective of the meeting was to expose young scholars in the
field of history to new advances in methodology with particular
emphasis on quantification. The meeting was attended by
delegates from Australia, China, India, Malaysia, Nepal,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand. A representa-
tive from Unesco Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific also

attended the meeting.



CHAPTER IV
LIAISON, CLEARING-HOUSE AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

4.1 One of the important activities of the Indian National
Commission for Cooperation with Unesco is to serve as a liaison
agency between the Government of India and the institutions
concerned with the advancement of education, science, culture
and communication. It also undertakes executive functions
like promoting of Unesco Coupons Programme, public infor-
mation activities and strengthening the Unesco Clubs movement
in the country. Besides, the Commission also continued to
recommend suitable Indian candidates to various Unesco posts,
helped Unesco in arranging placement of Unesco fellows in
professional and specialised institutions in India. It also assisted
in handling of contracts offered by Unesco or executing specific
projects or studies as well as administration of funds under the
Participation Programme of Unesco. The following accounts
gives a brief resume of the activities and programmes undertaken
by the Commission in these fields during the period under report:

Unesco Coupons Programme

4.2 The Commission continued to operate the Unesco
International Coupons Scheme designed to assist institutions and
individuals working in the fields of education, science, culture and
communication,- to import their bonafide requirements of edu-
cational publications, scientific equipment, educational films,
etc. from abroad, without undergoing the foreign exchange and
import control formalities, on payment in Indian rupees. The
scheme does not, however, offer immunity from payment of
customs duty which may be payable under the rules in force at
the time of import. The coupons arersold against special autho-
risation by Unesco under the Revolving Fund.

4.3 In order to facilitate smooth operation of the scheme,
the Commission has finalised, in consultation with the Chief
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Controller of Imports and Exports, a detailed list of the items
which can be imported against Unesco Coupons.

Public Information activities

4.4 The Indian National Commission, in collaboration with
Unesco, continued to bring out Hindi and Tamil editions of
Unesco’s monthly magazine entitled ‘Courier’ which is one of the
most outstanding educational and cultural periodicals ofthe world.
Hindi and Tamil editions ~e subscribed by educational insti-
tutions, libraries, Unesco Clubs, Associated Schools and others.

4.5 The Commission has been bringing out regularly, the
half-yearly ‘Newsletter’ both in English and Hindi versions. The
Newsletter is distributed to Unesco National Commissions of
other Member States, members of the Indian National Commis-
sion for Unesco, Unesco Headquarters, its regional offices and
Centres, Unesco Clubs, Associated Schools in India, schools,
colleges, Ubraries and various other educational institutions.
The journal publicises information about the activities and pro-
grammes of Unesco as well as the activities undertaken by the
Commission.

Unesco Clubs Movement

4.6 For revitalising the programme of education for inter-
national understanding and cooperation, and mobilising support
for nation-wide movement of developing right kind of values and
attitude in the young students, the Indian National Commission
for Unesco has continued at national level, to coordinate the
Unesco Clubs movement in the country. It also organised a
series of orientation programmes for Unesco Club Directors in
various parts of the country during the period under report.
These courses were held in Guru Harkrishan Public School,
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, from May 8-9, 1986; Kendriya Vidya-
laya, Shimla from May 28—30, 1986; Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Picket, Secunderabad /rom October 6—8, 1986; Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Pratap Nagar, Udaipur from March 13—15, 1987;
and Kendriya Vidyalaya, ONGC, Dehradun from May 10—12,
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1987. The objectives of these courses were to generate awareness
amongst teachers and educators about the importance of the role
of education in fostering international understanding for \ini-
vcrsal peace and security, inculcating respect for human rights,
fundamental freedoms and the rule of law, and strengthening a
resolve for unremitting fight against apartheid and all forms of
discrimination which are the basic purposes of Unesco.

Education for International Understanding : Unesco Associated
Sckools Project

4.7 The Indian National Commission has been participating
actively in Unesco’s Associated Schools Project since its inception
in 1953. The main aim of the project is to promote the general
development of education for international understanding through
widespread network of institutions—both primary and secondary
schools, as also teacher-training institutions. At present 36
institutions in India, comprising 10 teacher-training institutions
and