2. The Official Languages Act, 1963 (Act
No. 19 of 1963)
(10th May, 1963)

An Act to provide for the languages which may be
used for the official purposes of the Union, for transac-
tion of business in Parliament, for Central and State
Acts and for certain purposes in High Courts.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the fourteenth year of
the Republic of India as follows:

1. Short title and commencement. (1) This Act
may be called the Official Languages Act, 1963.

(2) Section 3 shall come into force on the 26th day
of January, 1965 and the remaining provisions of this Act
shall come into force on such date* as the Central Govern-
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint
and different dates may be appointed for different provi-
sions of this Act.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context oth-
erwise requires.—

(a) "appointed day" in relation to section 3, means the
26th day of January, 1965 and in relation to any
other provision of this Act, means the day on
which that provision comes into force;

(b) "Hindi" means Hindi in Devanagari Script.

3. Continuance of English language for official
purposes of the Union and for use in Parliament.-(I)
Notwithstanding the expiration of the period of fifteen
years from the commencement of the Constitution the
English language may, as from the appointed day, continue to
be used, in addition to Hindi: -

(a) for all official purposes of the Union for which it
was being used immediately before that day,
and

(b) for the transaction of business in Parliament;

Provided that the English language shall be used
for purposes of communication between the Union and a
State which has not adopted Hindi as its Official
Language:

Provided further that where Hindi is used for pur-
poses of communication between one State which lias
adopted Hindi as its official language and another State
which has not adopted Hindi as its official language, such
communication in Hindi shall be accompanied by a trans-
lation of the same in the English language :

Provided also that nothing in this sub-section shall be
construed as preventing a State which has not adopted
Hindi as its official language from using Hindi for purposes of
communication with the Union or with a State which has
adopted Hindi as its official language, or by agreement
with any other State, and in such a case, it shall not be
obligatory to use the English language for purposes of
communication with that State.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (1), where Hindi or the English language is used for
purposes of communication —

v
(i) between one Ministry or Department or office
of the Central Government and another;

(i) between one Ministry or Department or office
of the Central Government and any corporation
or company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or any office thereof;

(iii) between any corporation or company owned or
controlled by the Central Government or any
office thereof and another;

A translation of such communication in the English
language or, as the case may be, in Hindi shall also be
provided till such date as the staft of the concerned Ministry,
Department, office or corporation or company aforesaid
have acquired a working knowledge of Hindi.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub
section (1) both Hindi and the English languages shall be
used for:- e

(i) resolutions, general orders, rules, notifications,
administrative or other reports or press com-
muniques issued or made by the Central Gov-
ernment or by a Ministry, Department or office
thereof or by a corporation or company owned
or controlled by the Central Government or by
any office of such corporation or company;

*S.5(1) comes into force on the 10th January, 1965, vide notification No. S.O. 94, dated the 4th January, 1965, Gazette of India, Pt, JJ, Sec. 3(ii), p. 128.
5.6 comes into force on the 19th May, 1969, vide notification No. S.O. 1945, dated the 14th May, 1969, Gazette of India, Pt. JJ, Sec. 3(ii) p. 2024.
5.7 comes into force on the 7th March, 1970, vide Notification No. S.O. 841 dated the 26th February, 1970 Gazette of India, Pt. E, Sec. 3(ii). S.5(2)
comes into force on the 1st Oct., 1976 vide Notification No. S.0. 655(E) dated the 5th October, 1976, Gazette of India, Pt. U, Sec. 3(ii) p. 1901.



(i1) administrative and other reports and official
papers laid before a House or the Houses of
Parliament;

(iii) Contracts and agreements executed and li-
cences, permits, notices and forms for tender
issued, by or on behalf of the Central Govern-
ment or any Ministry, Department or office
thereof or by a corporation or company owned
or controlled by the Central Government or by
any office of such corporation or company.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-
section (1) or sub-section (2) or sub-section (3) the Central-
Govemnment may, by rules made under Section 8, provide
for the language or languages to be used for the official
purpose of the Union, including the working of any Min-
istry, Department, section or office, and in making such
rutes, due consideration shall be given to the quick and
efficient disposal of the official business and the interests of
the general public and in particular, the rules so made shall
ensure that persons serving in connection with the affairs
of the Union and having proficiency either in Hindi or in the
English language may function effectively and that they
are not placed at a disadvantage on the ground that they do
not have proficiency in both the languages,**

(5) The provisions of clause (a) of sub-section (I),
and the provisions of sub-section (2), sub-section (3) and
sub-section (4) shall remain in force until resolutions for
the discontinuance of the use of the English language for
the purposes mentioned therein have been passed by the
Legislatures of all the States which have not adopted Hindi
as their Official language and until after considering the
resolutions aforesaid, a resolution for such discontinuance
has been passed by each House of Parliament.

4. Commiittee on Official Language—(1) After the
expiration of ten years from the date on which section 3
comes into force, there shall be constituted a Committee on
Official Language, on a resolution to that effect being
moved in either House of Parliament with the previous
sanction of the President and Passed by both Houses.

(2) The Committee shall consist of thirty members,
of whome twenty shall be members of the House of the
People and ten shall be members of the Council of
States, to be elected respectively by the members of the
House of the People and the members of the Council of
States in accordance with the system of proportional rep-
resentation by means of the single transferable vote.

(3) It shall be the duty of the Committee to review
the progress made in the use of Hindi for the official
purpose of the Union and submit a report to the President
making recommendations thereon and the President shall
cause the report to be laid before each House of Parliament,
and sent to all the State Governments.

(4) The President may, after consideration of the
report referred to in sub-section (3), and the views, if any,
expressed by the State Government thereon, issue direc-
tions in accordance with the whole orany partof the report:

*+¥%Provided that the directions so issued shall not
be inconsistent with the provisions of section 3.)

5. Authorised Hindi translation of Central Acts,
etcH1) A translation in Hindi published under the authority
of the President in the Official Gazette on and after the’
appointed day-

(a) of any Central Act or of any Ordinance promul-
gated by the President, or

(b) of any order, rule, regulation or by-law issued
under the Constiution or under any Central Act;

Shall be deemed to be the authoritative text
thereof in Hindi.

(2) As from the appointed day, the authoritative
text in the English language of all Bills to be introduced or
amendments ihereto to be moved in either House of
Parliament shall be accompanied by a translation of the
same in Hindi authorised in such manner as may be
prescribed by rules made under this Act.

6. Authorised Hindi translation of State Acts in
certain cases—Where the Legislature of a State has pre-
scribed any language other than Hindi for use in Acts
passed by the Legislature of the State on Ordinances
promulgated by the Governor of the State a translation of
the same in Hindi, in addition to a translation thereof in the
English language as required b*y clause (3) of article 348 of
the Constitution may be published on or after the appointed
day under the authority of the Governor of the State in the
Official Gazette of that State and in such a case, the
translation in Hindi or any such Act or Ordinance shall be
deemed to be the authoritative text thereof in the Hindi

language.

7. Optional use of Hindi or other official lan-
guage in judgements etc. of High Courts.—As from the
appointed day or any day thereafter the Governor of aState

**Substituted by Act 1 of 1968, section 2 for section 3.
***Inserted by Act 1 of 1968, section 3.



may, with the previous consent of the President, authorise
the use of Hindi or the official language of the State, in
addition to the English language, for the purposes of any
judgement, decree or order passed or made by the High
Court for that State and where any judgement, decree or
order is passed or made in any such language (other than
the English language), it shall be accompanied by a trans-
lation of the same in the English language issued under the
authority of the High Court.

8. Power to made rules.—(1) The Central Gov-
emment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under this section shall be
laid, as soon as may be, after it is made, before each House of
Parliament while it is in session for a total period of thirty days
which may be comprised in one session or in two
successive sessions, and if before the expiry of the session in
which it is so laid or the session immediately following, both
Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or
both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rale
shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be
of no effect, as the case may be, so however that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the
validity of anything previously done under that rule.

9. Certain provisions not to apply to Jammu
and Kashmir.- The provisions of section 6 and section 7
shall not apply to the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

RESOLUTION

No.F.5/8/65-0O L,- The following Government Resolution,
as adopted by both Houses of Parliament, is hereby
published for general information: -

RESOLUTION

"WHEREAS under article 343 of the Constitution Hindi
shall be the official language of the Uni on, and under
article 351 thereof it is the duty of the Union to
promote the spread of the Hindi language and to
develop it so that it may serve as a medium of
expression for all the elements'of the composite
culture of India.

Thi

«

House resolves that a more intensive and comprehen-
sive programme shall be prepared and implemented
by the Government of India for accelerating the
spread and development of Hindi, and its progressive
use for the various official purposes of the Union and an
annual assessment report giving details of the
measures taken and the progress achieved shall be
laid on the Table of both Houses of Parliament and
sent to all Slate Governments;

2.  WHEREAS the English Schedule to the Constitution
specifies 14 major languages of India besides Hindi,

8

and it is necessary in the interest of the educational
and cultural advancement of the country that con-
certed measures should be taken for the full develop-
ment of these languages;

This House resolves that a programme shall be prepared
and implemented by the Government of India, in
collaboration with the State Governments for the
co-ordinated development of all these languages,
alongside Hindi so that they grow rapidly in richness
and become effective means of communicating
modern knowladge.

3. WHEREAS it is necessary for promoting the sense of
unity and facilitating communication between people
in different parts of the country that effective steps
should be taken for implementing fully in all States
the three-language formula evolved by the Govern-
ment of India in consultation with the State Govern-
ments.

This House resolves that arrangements should be made in
accordance with the formula for the study of a
modern Indian language, preferably one of the
Southern languages, apart from Hindi and English in
the Hindi speaking areas and of Hindi alongwith the
regional languages and English in the non-Hindi
speaking areas.

4. AND, WHEREAS itis necessary toensure that the just
claims and interest of people belonging to different
parts of the country in regard to the public services of
the Union are fully safeguarded;

This House resolves— LI

(a) that compulsory knowledge of either Hindi or
English shall be required at the state of selection
of candidates for recruitment to the Union
services or posts except in respect of any special
services or posts for which a high standard of
knowledge of English alone or Hindi alone, or
both as the case may be, is considered
essential for the satisfactory performance of the
duties of any such service or post; and

(b) that all the languages included in the English
Schedule to the Consliution and English shall
be permitted as alternative media for the AH
India and higher Central Services examina-
tions after ascertaining the views of the Union
Public Service Commission on the future
scheme of the examinations, the procedural
aspects and the timing."

Sd.I-R.D.
THAPAR
Joint Secretary to the Government of India



