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Title of the Project

A Report of the survey on feasibility of corres-
pondence course for the teachers of english
at the 10+2 level in the state of Uttar Pradesh.

The Issue :

Concern has been expressed regarding the deterioration of stan-
dards in the learning and teaching of English in our state so much so-
that even graduates, with English as one of the subjects of their study
t'ail muserably to express themselves in English with accuracy. Studies
have revealed several factors reaponsxble for this detenoratlon and one
f‘actor that stands out in ‘this respect is desidedly the dearth of propetly
tr‘ained‘ teachers i the field of the:Prglish Language Teaching. -

Thc background :

To arrest the contmuous declive in the standard of Teachms

, Englxsh effective measuyres are called for and it is a pmgt wouh consig.
ering that teachmg English should be recogmzed as g émmmhwéjob
mdmg smal training. for obstmmng this goal Extensive. in service

and wrmng In order to enable the students to use"the hnguage“



coberently and effectivly in their speech and writing it scms néceddaty
that the teachers | milst be well cohversaht ‘with how’ lahguages are
taught and how the dxﬁ'erent language sktlls can be deve!oped Such
kn_owlcdge reqy:re_s special t__rammg. Tt is assumed that once a teacher
is trained 'he or she Wili be in ‘# better position to handle the various
aspects of English language teachmg in the class-room. He will be
ablet tb make the teachmg ‘so efficient thatit ‘would’ promote only’
genume and successful leammg expenences and would also be able to
s‘e"e what-types of leanng - procedures ledd to successful development of
second language competence. Teacher training can help both those
who are bom teachers and those who are not. It can help the former
by giving tﬁgm short cuts to methods and techniques which they might
take a.long time to learn from expetience, and it can help . those who
are not b@m teachers by traimn:g them to be sensitive to what is ‘go’ing
| on in 'tbh‘eir classes and to adopt their methods to the needs of the
class. &Tfaining provides aiiteacher self confidence. Unless & teacher
knows that t.he techniques he is going to use are successful, he will not

try them out in his classes. For this too training seems to be

essential.
Hypothesis :

English language Teaching Institute, U.P., Allahab_ad. is mainly
engaged in the task of training teachers at the secondary level for
which it runs a four month diploma course in the teaching of English
language. In addition to this the Institute also runs short term training
programmes for the teachers in various districts of the state. While
organizing short term training programmes it was observed thata
majority of teachers, both in urban and rural areas, were untrained.

As a result they failed to handle the teaching of English effectively and
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'eMficiently at alt levels the teaclhers not only displayed a poor knowledge
of the language but also adopted strategies which did not work at all

rather they proved to be wasteful and more time consuming.

The situation clearly revealed that the task of training the teac-
he:s is a stupendous one and it was not within the reach of the
- Institute to immediately cope with the compelting demand of training
teachers, in a short span of time, specially when their numbers-is
g@ostinneusly increasing with the opening of more and more schools.
In view of the  circumstances stated above, the Institute felt the
need of running a correspondence course for training teachers in the
ﬁeki “of  English 1anguage tca«zhing.” So that the state cap have a
+ geeatér. number of a'aimd teachers. However this could be done only
twher the following could be ascertained. ‘
e (x) The ‘pércentage of English teachérs - upto the seeotdary
‘;»}I rhquinng t‘éttﬁﬁing : S R ST :
(u) The pementage of such “teachers optmg for regulit traifithg
at the EL'!'I




- {i) The status of English teachers training. at. the secondery
(i) The gencral qualifications of the English toachers
(iii) ‘The response of the English teachers in regard to any specific
training in the English laoguage teaching.
(iv) Their awareness of the arrangements for such training o the
English language teaching. ‘
(V) Their prefetence for the arrangement of trainings regolar-or
corespondence in case. they desire to under go the training.
vy The geason: of their preference. .
Thé qmﬁonniifein duptioate ‘was sent to the prisicipals of Joter
 'Colleges of sonis chosen districts so that they could obtain the respomses
of the teachers and retum the filled-up sheets to the Jostitute with their
; ohaeryv,atio?s» in ,.tig:e. One copy of the qt}emonnaxre was to be retained
by the Principals for their future rcference. Enough time was giwn to
the colleges to return the filled up questionnaires to the Instltute.

Findings :

When the allotted time was over the Institute got engaged in
enlisting and analysing the completed questions which were receiwed in
the first phase, Others also have been received in about the same
number. The analysis of the data-collected from the responses im the
first phase revealed the following facts :—

(i) Number of responses reccived—846

{ii) Number of Principals and lecturers willing—to undergo the

training-—280

(lii) Number of L.T. grade teachers willing to undergo the
training—373
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(iv) No. of L. T. grade teachers willing to undergo the
training—193

(v) No. of teachers who do not -have even general teachers’
training— 104

(vi) No. of teachers who are already ELTI trained—17

(vii) No. of teachers opting for the regular residential course at
the Institute—203

(viii) No."of teachers preferring to be trained through corres-
pondence— 623

(ix) The reason indicated of the regular training is effectiveness
of face to face teaching.'

(x) The reasons for correspondence system of training are family
circumstances and economic conditions'as well as management’s un-

willingness to religve the teacher for four months, Thus it becomes
cle:ar on the basis of the sur;fcy that about more th;n 70% of teachers
are willing to undergo training in the'English language teaching through
correspondence system. The necessity of this training is self eveident
since all the responses are in favour of the training and the case of
correspondence courses is further strangthened on account of the follo-

wing factors :—

(i) The Institute cannot cope with the massive no. of English
teachers for training as regular candidates. Accommodation may cause

@ great problem,

(ii) Teachers have their own domestic and fiaancial problems ia
staying away from their homes for four months.

(iii} The managements of the schools are uawilling to releive
their teachers for such a long period.because there is no provision for

alternatjve arrangements.
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- So when corm’pondem courses have to be started “the followia
Wmllmwhwme S Tl ~ J
o An additions! staff to write lessons and prepase: other ainege.
1 rinls for me»enmud.n organize centact classes,
o e - additionsl . |
elermﬂ uaff for !mwhg ont the work of”
typing, cyclostyling etc : - ,
: "'¢' An additional grant (the tstimute of which dda (be sent later-
on) to meet the expenses incurred on the proper aregeisent
« of m wmpoedem coumes, -
o Harnessing the electronic and print wedla- 10 m& iﬁ% c&h
b - didntes effectively.
Conclulon :
In view of the ‘above, the feaslbihty of trummg throuﬁ corn-egs

B

pondense system by education is evident.
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