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AREA IN T tN ^ E  PROGftAlflMjE 
FOR EDUCATIONALLY 

BACKWARD MINORITIES
INTRODUCTION :

The N ational Policy on Education, N P E  1986, w hich has been 
modified in  1992 states that the Policy wUl lay special em phasis on 
the removal o f disparities an d  to equalise educational oppor­
tunities by attending to the specific needs o f those who have been 
denied equality so far. R egarding education o f minorities, it states 
that “some m inority  groups are educationally deprived o r back­
ward. G reater attention will be paid  to the education o f these 
groups in  the interests o f  equality and  social justice”.

2. The G roup on M inorities Education se tu p  by the D epart­
ment o f Education in  1990 has also suggested area approach in 
school education. T his has been recom m ended by the Empowered 
Committee also w hich was set up to take decisions on the report o f 
the G roup on M inorities. Again, this has been endorsed by the 
Central Advisory Board o f Education in  its meeting held o n  5-6 
May, 1992, and  the Task Force on M inorities Education constituted 
for form ulating the new  Program m e o f Action.

3. The N ational Policy on Education 1986 (N P E -8 ^  reiterated
in 1992 on M inorities Education. The Program m e o f A ction 1992, 
however, has been substantially  enlarged to take u p  various 
schemes for the upliftm ent o f educationally backw ard m inorities 
during the E ighth Five P lan  and  thereafter, t t  enlists the 
following p ro g ram m es:

(i) In  school education and  adu lt education sectors, areas o f 
concentration o f educationally  backw ard m inorities to be 
taken care o f by an  Area A pproach w ith BlocbTfehsil as a 
u n it where specially designed program m es would be 
im plem ented b^/fensure accelerated prpggs^s.

(2)
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(ii) Suitable C entrally Sponsored/C entral Sch&'mes should 
b e  form ulated in  the 8th Five Year P lan  for im plem enling 
the strategies for the developm ent o f  educationally back­
w ard minorities.

(iii) A  revised list o f  m inority  concentration districts and 
blocks/tehsils should be prepared by the M inistry o f 
Welfare taking into accunt all relevant facts. S chem es/o t 
the developm ent o f the M inorities should be designed for 
such districts an d  tehsils/blocks.

4. In pursuance o f these stipulations, a central scheme for 
ensuring an  area intensive approach has been prepared.

OBJECTIVE :

The salient features o f the schem e are given in the 
following paragraph:

5. The basic objective o f  the scheme is to provide, basic 
educational infra-structure and  facilities in  areas o f concentration 
of educationally backw ard m inorities w hich do no t have adequate 
provision for elem entary and secondary education.

TARGET GROUP :

6. Program m eofAction"1992states thatthe  High Power Panel 
on minorities, SC/ST and  other w eaker Sections, appointed by 
M inistiy o f H om e Affairs and  headed by Dr. G opal Singh has 
identified M uslims and  Neo-Budhists as educationally backward 
at national level. Subsequently, the G overnm ent have extended to 
Neo-Budhists all the benefits w hich are available to Scheduled 
Castes. Thus, un d er the um brella o f educationally backward 
minorities only the m uslim  com m unity is covered a t the national 
level. However, the State G overnm ents and  U nion Territory 
A dm inistrations m ay identify other groups which are educa­
tionally backward a t the StateAJTlevel and  take suitable measures 
for their upliftm ent on the sam e lines.

7. The M inistry o f Welfare will identify the distiicts and 
blocks/tehsils o f  concentration o f educatioiially backward 
minorities at the national level. The State Govenrients and U n ion  
Territoi7  A dm inistrations could supplem ent this with a list based 
on local conditions?

(4)



8. 575 te re r  % f t e  f^^tnr 2r i sra-uRisid 
g n w  t j t ^  ^ x f t  d tr  f^9>i ti^  « i ®i0 7 ^  ? irf^  
0511^ ^  6ti2 ^  stu fean snqnii H ig s ite  ^  a m t 
^  ?tt|T« ^  fel?, ^  la jit SIoTff  ̂ ^pjgilT ^  %
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DETAILS O F IM PLEM EN TA TIO N :

8. 'Rie scheme will be funded by the D epartm ent o f Educa­
tion, M inistry o f H u m an  Resource Developm ent, on  100% basis 
and will be im plem ented by  State Govem m ent^AJT Adm inis­
trations and  voluntary organisations. The Com m unity Develop­
m ent Block o r a Tehsil will be the un it for educational 
developm ent T he program tnes though open to all, are to be 
organised such that the sections o f people who have rem ained 
deprived o f educational and  developm ental opportunities get 
pmority coverages. The activities for w hich financial assistance 
will be m ade available w ould include :

(i) Establishm ent o f  new prim ary/upper prim ary schools, 
non-fprm al education centres where such a need is felt 
and  viarility established o n  the basis o f a school 
m apping exercise.

(“ii) S trengthening o f educational infra-structure and physi­
cal facilities in  the prim ary /upper prim ary schools.

(iii) O pening o f m ulti-stream  residential H igher Secondary 
Schools for girls where science, commerce, hum anities 
and  vocational courses are taught, to the Educational 
Backward M inorities.

9. F inancial assistance un d er this program m e would be in 
addition to the educational developm ent program m e o f the State 
in c lu d ii^  those that m a y b e  taken up un d er the IRD P, Jaw ahar 
Rojgaar Yojna etc.

10. A  G rants-in-A id (GIAC) Com m ittee u n d er the chair­
m anship o f U nion  Education  Secretaiy w ould be  constituted for 
the purpose. I t  shall have representatives from  P lanning  Com mis­
sion, F inance M inistiy, M inistry o f Welfare, M inistry o f Rural 
Developm ent an d  State G ow rm ents concerned an d  officers o f  the 
D epartm ent o f  Education, M inistry o f H u m an  Re«)urce Develop­
m en t The GIAC ^ 1  exam ine an d  approve the proposals o f the 
State G overnm ent an d  U T GiQi«xDiBCiils.¥nposai&s from volun- 
taiy  organisations who w ish to take u p  program m es in  the aboVe 
m entioned areas would also be considered.

(6)
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l^o^f $T W  gTTTM i  ̂  ^  9H^ ̂  ̂ iOTf 41 i t  I f̂ 1̂ F=f ftrrt^ d k
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FINANCML.ESTIMATE :

11. T R eblocks o f concentration o f E ducationally Backward 
Minorities: have no t been  identified so far_ As stated earlier the 
identification task will be done by M inistry o f Welfare in.cmisulta- 
tion with Registrar G eneral’s office. A tpresent, the exact num ber o f  
such blocks;is not know n..PQ A -1986had identified 40 districts of
minority concentration w hich becanseof bifurcation o f the district
has now become 41. However, it has been pointed out in  various 
reports and  fora tliat the basic un it for developm ental program mes 
should be  the b lock an d  not the district. T hus the em phasis is on 
the block/tehsil fo rth e  adm inistration o f this program m e. For each 
of the block areas, a  distinct identifiable project will be prepared 
and approved in  th e  G overnm ent o f India an d  given to the Stale/ 
UT Governm ents for im plem entation.

The perform ance o f  the scheme will be reviewed after three 
years o f its operation.

11 An am oun t o f Rs. 16.27 crores is proposed fo rth e  scheme 
under the E ighth Five Year P lan. Taking up 50 blocks, for cxaniple 
under the Area Intensive Program m e, an  average provision otR s. 
6.5 laklis could be m ade per block annum . However, tliere is no 
m inim um  or m axim um  lim it

COVERAGE & FINANCIAL PATTERN OF THE SCHEME :

13. This will be a central scheme with 100% assistance to Slate 
Governm ents/UT A dm inistrations and  V o lu n ta s  organisations. 
Assistance would be given for the activitifes m ehtioned in p&rd 8 
above.

14. The financial assistance will be on an  annual basis. The 
StatesA^oluntary Agencies receiving the assistance would be 
required to furnish audited details o f expenditure m ade in  the pres­
cribed profoi-ma duly attested by the com petent authority. For 
im plementing the scheme, the State Governm ents and UT 
Adm inistiations will conduct surveys including school m apping 
in the blocks o f concentration o f Educationally Backward 
M inorities and  identify the gaps in  existence o f adequate 
educational infrastructure. O n the basis o f the surveys, the States/ 
UTs would be required to subm itproposals for items m entioned in 
para 8 above. O n receipt o f prgposals from  the State Governm ents/ 
Voluntary agencies, the GIAC will consider on  merits and 
accord approval.

(8)
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E U G ffllU T Y  GONIXKOIONS:

1. VBliMTtaTy organisations/sodie'^eSi'Cmsts wh-ich a r e . i ^ ? -  
terSd iHider central o r state Govt. Acts o r W akf Boards sheW be 
eligible to apply  for assistance un d er th6 scheme.

2. Only those voluntary agencies w hich have been in  exis­
tence for three year-s would be considered for assistance under 
this scheme.

3. Such volu’n ta iy c ig an lsa tio tts  shotrld :

— tcave a proper constitation o f Articfes o f  A ssociation;

— have a p F O p e^  consttrated m anaging body with ite 
powers an d  duties eleariy defined in  the constitutioi):

— be in a position to secute the inVpWenient, o n  volutita^y 
basis, o f  knowledgeable persons for furtherance of 
their puogrammcs;

— no t be ru n  for the profit o f  any iodiviriual o r a baCfer 
o f individu£ds;

— not (fccifewoate ag^rhrst atty persoi>or*group o f persoirs 
€m tite giouini d f language o r sex etc.

— a o t function  fo r the furtherance o f the interests o f any 
po litica ipaity ;

— not in  any m aim er intSUe coimmiiial'dlSliDnnoivy. 

IM P E E M E im n O N  AND MOTOTC>KD9G :

■nie schemc will be im plem ented by  the State Governm ents as 
a Central Scheme un d er w hich 100% financial assistance will be 
provided to State G overnm ents for im plem entation o f this 
scheme. All requests for financial assistance shall, as a rule, be 
entertained by the State G overnm ents o n  the prescribed applico- 
tion forms. These will be considered on merits by  thc»'^iate level 
giaat-in-aid committees.

(10)
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M onitDting ref>ort regarding the voluntary organisations 
receiving assistance, total num ber o f beneficiary students and the 
am ount received and  utilised by the m adrasas. shall be furnished 
to the D epartm ent o f Education, Govt, o f India on annual basis. 
The perform ance o f the scheme may be reviewed after completion 
of three years o f its operation.

O rganisations requesting for fm ancial assistance will apply on 
the prescribed AFPLICATJON FORM  (ANNEXURE-1).

The application will be addressed to the Education Secreuiry 
in the StateAJT, who will be the C hairperson of Grnnl-in-Aid 
committee in the StateAJT.

Education Secretary can also nom inate any ofriccr tn aci as 
Chairperson in  his place if he/she so desires.

O ther members o f the com mittee will includc :
_ O ne representative from the D epartm ent o f Education.

G overnm ent o f India
— One/two representatives from M adrasa Education 

M anagem ent/Board.
— O ne em inent educationist.
— TA/DA to attend these meetings will be borne by the con­

cerned D epttA nstitu tions/O rganisations nom inating 
their representative to attend the Granf-in-Aid C.ommit- 
tee meetings.

The grant will be adm issible to only those organisations/ 
institutions who will subm it the updated statem ent o f accounts for 
all the grant-in-aids received by t^iem for central/state 
governments for the preceding one year duly certified.

The accounts/records o f activities o f the organisation .shall be 
available on dem and forinspection to Ccnlral/Stale Gov'crnmcni.

iO .  1. The scheme m ay be revised as and when neccssary.
2. N o claim  will be entertained from any organi.sation/ 

individual for consideration as a perm anent bcncficiary 
since the scheme will be im plem ented on purely voluntai7  

.basis.

(12)
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(Area Intensw e Program m e For Educalionalty Backward
Minorities-)

A PEL IC A T I0N ‘¥0R-M

PART-I

(To be filled by the applicant)

1. Nam e and  address o f O r - g a n is a - ----------------------------- -
tion/Sociely seeking Financia-l 
Assistance

2. Objects and  activities (give b rief h i s - ----------------------------- -
lory o f the organisation/society) ------------

3. W hether registered un d er Central ------------------------------
or State WAKF Acts? If  yes. Regn.
No. (A copy o f the registration cer- ---------------------- -
tificate m ay be attached)

4: W hether the O rganisation is g e t t i n g -----------------------------
any financial assistance for teach­
ing o f m odem  subjects from any ---------
other source if so, the am ount may 
be m entioned. ■

5. N et am ount requested from Govt — ---------------- -

D a t e ; — ---------------------------- Signature of
President/Chairman/

• '  Secretary.

P A R T - n

(RECOMMENDATION OF THE GRANT-TN-A'ID 
COMMITTEE)

The application has been exam ined and it is certified that the 
organisation is eligible for assistance an d  has the capability of tak­
ing up a program m e applied for.

(Signature o f  the M em ber Secretary) 
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