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PART-1
CHAPIER-1

INTRODUCTION

In keeping with the constitutional obligation of providing
free and compulsory primary educ;tion to all children of th
age~group 6-14 yea%s of the country, effort has been made
since independence to achieve this goal. Even though substan-
tial progress has been made over the years, the goal still
remains elusive., It has now become abundantly clear that the
earlier efforts concentrated mainly on universal access in
terms of construction of classrooms and appointment of teachers
and sadly lacked a holistic approach that this challenging

task of UPE necessarily warrants.

Now a holistic approach to planning will be in our agenda
in which a gender perspective will cut across all aspects
of planning and implementation process. Women being the most
vulnerable group, a new direction needs to be given for promo-

ting girls' education and achieving the goal of UPE.

POA 1992 therefore rightly makes a determined bid to
intensify earlier efforts through reconstruction of primary
education as a whole in targetted districts in lieu of pieée«
meat jmplementation of schemes. It observes: '"Further efforts
would be made to develop district-specific projects, with
specific activities, clearly defined responsibilities, definite
time-schedule and specific taréets eeo" The District Primary
Education Programme (DPEP) conceived within this framework
of POA 1992 exactly seeks to concretise the fdeas expressed
above by adopting the strategy of disaggregated and decentra-
lised planning.

Butlding upom the experience so far gained in the pla-
nning and implementation of externally assisted basic educatfon
projects in some of the States of the country, DPEP with assis-
tance from the World bank and other donor agencies now under-
takes to cover 43 districts in the States of Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Assam, Haryana, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu

and Kerala.
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it has been the experfence in the pést that very often
budgetary deficits lead to deprivation of the poor in terms of
primary education, primary health and other basic needs. In order
to meet these basic needs a structural adjustment needs
made to compensate the budgetary pressure and deficit. The Social
Safety Net (SSN) therefore seeks to protect the budgetary outlays

on social sectors so that the poor could derive the benefits

to be

of the basic services.

In the context of primary education SSN would try to protect
Central Plan outlays on primary education during the 8th Five
Year Plan. It 1is therefore proposed to step up assistance to
the state governments to achieve UEE by 2000 A.U. through this

new programme nomenclatured as DPEP,

DPEP is going to be implemented in the low female literacy
and low female enrolment districts of the country. Against this
basic criteria 4 districts in the state of Assam are chosen for

the study. The districts are:

1. Dhubri

2. Darrang

3. Mar{gaon

4 Karbi Anglong

General State Profile

Assam, the galeway to the other North Eastern States of
India, extends from the latitude N 22.19° and longitude 89.42°
to 96.30° East. It is situaéed at the foothills of the eastern
Himalayas and the patkai and naga ranges. The state is linked
wilh Lhe greater part of India by a narrow corridor in West Bengal
that runs for 56 kms. below the foothills of Bhutan and Sikkim.
Its landscape can be divided distinctly into three:

(n The Frahmaputra'Vallqy

(2) The Barak Valley

(3) The Central Hilly Region
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The Brahmaputra and the Barak Valleys are entirely alluvial
in ordgin. Sand, sﬁndstone. pebbles, clay, a mixture of sand
and clay containing decomposed vegetable matter constitute the
valleys., The two valleys are interwoven with a network of tribu-

taries of the Brahwaputa and the Barak.

The hilly reglons are part of the Meghalaya platean. It
shows a rugged topography.

Earthquakes are a common phenomenon in the State. The 1950

earthquake was one of the five biggest earthquakes 1in history.

Climate

The climate of Assam shows a departure from the normal
Indian hot dry season. The average temperature is 29° celsius,
while 1t is 16°celsius in Januaty., Manscon generally starts from
April with heavy torrential rains during the months of June and
July., The State falls under a heavy rainfall zone. The heavy
rainfall aﬁhually causes floods in almost all the plain districts.
The average rainfall in 1991 was 2725.4 mm,

Flood and Erosion

The Brahmaputra with its 120 tributaries causes flood every
year. After the earthquake of 1950, the bed of the Brahmaputra

was raised and floods have been rampart since then. The erosion
of the mighty river in another problem of the State. Majuli,
believed to be the largest river island in the world, had its
original 485 sq. mtles considerably shrunk due to erosion every
year. The flood damages the rice cultivation and animals and

men are also ravaged by it.

Population

Assam with a landmass of 78523 sq. km. comprising 2.39%
of Indian soil has a population of 2.23 crores which constitutes

2.66% of the total Indian population., The State has a density
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of 284 persons -per sq. km., the highest being 467 persons per
sq. km. in Ohubri district and the North Cachar Hills district.
The sex ratio of the State is 925 females for 1000 males. The
State has a literacy rate of 53.42% which is just over the natio-
nal literacy rate of 52.11%. The male literacy rate is 62.34%
and female is 43,707 respectively.

Urbanisation of the State is taking place at a rather slow

pace. Only 117 of its total population live in urban areas.

The SC-and ST population of the State are 7.40% and 12,82
respectively. The hills population being 8.04 lakhs constitutes
only 3.6% of the total population of the State.

Culture

Assamese 1s a language of Sanskrit origin and has developed
through the centuries. But its golden period is the 15th century

when Sri Shankardev and Sri Madhabdev, two great reformers and
preachers of Vaishnavism, laid a solid foundation of the Assemese
titerature by their unique contrtbution 1in poems and dramas.
Modern Assamese literature was born when the American Baptist
Missionaries translated the Bible and published a number of hymns.

For the last four hundred years the "Satras" and 'Namghars"
have been looking after the socio-religious life of the Assamese
people, The Bihus are the main cultural festivals of the Assamese.
Bihu songs and Bihu dances are {mportant features of the cultural

Tife of the Assamese people.

The women have their unique contribution to the Assamese
culture. Every rural Assamese lady is a proficient weaver, They
weave fine silk and cotton cloths with attractive floral and
other decorative designs. Most families irrespective of caste,
creed and social syntns have al least a loom and each grown-up

girl 1s required to master the art of weaving. In the 1ndigeneous
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Assamese tribal and non-tribal societfes social evils like the
dowry system, purdah, child marriage etc. are not seen. The women
participate actively in socto-cultural sctivities and relatively
free intermixing of the sex 1is permitted., But when it comes to
the imigrant muslims inhabiting the 'Char” areas and the adivashis

i.e. tea garden labourers the whole picture changes.

Agriculture

More than 70Z of the population are engaged in agriculture.
72% of the cultivated area is under food crops, rice being the
most important among the crops covering more than two-thirds
of the total cropped 'areé. Oil1seeds, sugarcane, fruits, maize
and pulses are some of the food crops that the people produce.
Wheat, coffee, cashewnut and rubber are tncluded recently. .

There are 845 tea-gardens in the State which produce 50%
of the Indian tea, Tea and jute are the two important cash crops

earning foreign exchange,

The State has to depend on natural rain for water in the
agricultural field. Rabi crops are mainly dependent on irrigation
under which 5.7 lakh hectares have so far been covered till 1991,

The summer crops mainly rice are often extensively damaged
by the floods. Effective action plans are yet to be taken to
protect the vast expanse of agricultural fields from the ravages

of annuai flood.

Forests

The forests cover 227 of the total area of the State. The
State 1is gifted with large forest resources including bamboo

and varieties of valnable timber.

“Wildlife of Assam is famous throughout the world spectally

for its rare one-horned rhinocers.
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Minerals and Industry

Assam produces about 507 of India's crude oil. natural
gas is ‘also found in abundance. The main heavy industry of the

State 1is petro-chemicals. The State has three oil refineries

and main oil-fields are located in upper Assam,

Coal and Limestone deposits are also found in the State,

The Cement factory at Boknjan 1s basod on thoso doposits of 1imo~

stone,

Tea plays a major role in the economy of the State and
of the country as well, About one million people work 1in the
tea gardens., Assam contributes about one-quarter of the world's

entire production of tea.

Transport and Communication

With 2482.59 kms. of railway route and 6838 kms., of surface
roads, the State provides transport and communication facilities

to the people. Besides 1t has 9600 kms. of internal waterways
of which 1983 kms. are navigable by sfeamers and large country
boats. Seven towns of the State are comnected by airways. There
is a regular boeing service between ‘Calcutta, Delhi, Guwahati
and Dibrugarh. ’

Pr Digtric

The four project districts are considered backward in terms
of levels of“literacy and socio-economic condition of the people.

The ponulition of the project districts is of mixed variety
with a little more concentration of hill tribal peopie in one
of them in Karbi Anglong. Though Assamese is the regional language
for all these districts, variations are found in languages used

by local people in each of them,
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- Geographically also wide' variations in land forms make
the districts quite unlike other areas of the state. The fury
of flood during the monsoons ad other natural calamities exert
a profound influence on the 1ife style of the people. This 1is
one of reasons why the people of these districts have remain
socio-economically backward. The district of Karbi Anglond though
not so much effected by such natural calamities has its own disad-

vantages because of 1ts hilly locat{ios.

The overall picture of these districts is far from encoura-
ging primarily because developmenta! activities like growth of
industries, growth of township and proximity to major towns and
developed areas of the state are yet to take place. Locked in
'tradftional agrarian economy, the peaple in these districts are
stil struggling for their survival, let above coping with the
faster life style of other advanced areas of the state.



CHAPTER 11

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

Prelude

As per 1991 census, the literacy percentage of Assam stands
at 53.47 which is slightly above the natienal 1literecy P.C. (52.11)
While this appears to be an overall educational scenario of the

state with respect to primary education, the disaggregated lite-
racy scene of the different districts of the state is far from
satisfactory, Precisely for this reason, the four districts of
the state viz. Dhubri, Morigaon, Darrang and Karbi-Anglond regis-
tering low rate of literacy both of male and female has been
aptly selected for study under DPEP. It #s hoped that the base-
Ttne survey followed by the present geader study would provide
necessary inputs 1into formulation of state plan not only for
the specific districts but for the entire state as well, Besides,
these two studies will help us restructure the content and process
of education with a special focuss on ‘promoting girls' education

and women's empowerment.

¢

The present gender study i{s undertaken with a number of
objectives which are expected to cover all aspects of gir[s'
education. In the state of Assam, there appears no palpable indi-
cation of disparity between boys and girBs in the entire process
of education, specially with regard to enrolment and retention.
But this general perception of equality of opportunities for
boys and girls 1in primary education needs to be scientifically
studied and observed in order to 1de;tify why the four low lite-
racy districts of the state do so some kind of discrepancy in

enrolment and retention between boys and girls,

The study will, therefore, try to find out the factors
responsible for non-enrolment and dropout of the girl child.
In so doing the factors will be studied against the back drop
of commonality and local specificity, which would ultimately
lead us to suggest and addpt remedial measures to minimize proba-

ble factors as far as possible,



AnotHer important dimension of the study is to assess the
status and position of women in respective social milieu as this
has a great bearing on awareness and attitude of respective socie-

ties towards girls education.

So long education has remained mostly textbook oriented,
and as such it exerts an overriding influence on the psyche of
the entire population, not to speak of the children alone. The
study is therefore also aimed at finding out whether there exists

any gender bias in textbooks and other instructional materials.

As teaching are righily considered as agents of ;ocial
change, perception of male teachers tends to shape the attitude
of society towards girls education. In this context it has also
became imparative for the study to identify whether women teachers
fairly represent in teaching position. Alongwith this the study
also seeks to collect information on teacher-training, curriculum
transaction and educational administration regarding existence

or non-existence of gender bias and stereo-type.

Stnes education ts no' longer constdered an isolated area
from other community activities, this study will also try to
identify the supportive role that various community structures

play for promoting girls' education. This is going to strengthen
Lthe exisling eltorl ef the government and to accelerate the achie-
vement of the goal of UPE through community participation and
involvement in the process of education. Besides community invol-
vement even the existing deQelopment departments of the state
govt. may play a significant role in facilitating the efforts
of UPE. In this context also, the study tries to identify diffe-
rent departments which could help and support towards education

of girls,

Finally the study tries to, find out the availability of
educational and other incentives which obviously motivate children

towards education.
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The multl ethniicity characteristic of ‘the state 1is
perhaps fully refiecpcd in the study conducted in the
four specified districts where 1ife styles very
depending on topographical varlatioms. Each of the four
districts, therefore requires specific treatment 1in
collecting relevant information for analysis. All
throughout the study effort has been made to focuss on
local specificiéy of each districts and also to observe
the underlying common factors which cut across all
sections and all strata of the society. It is hoped that
the . aforesaid objectives would enable us to evolve and
co-ordinate, the qualitative and quantitative status of

girls in their respective society.



CHAPTER II1IX

METHOPOLOGY

Methodology

For the purpose of our study, both qualitative and quanti-
tative practice 1in the participatory mode have been adopted.
This procedure has been  followed to easure that‘1nformat10n or
response not amenable to quantitative treatment also finds due
representation in the overall observation of facts and perceptions.

Group discussions, interview schedules and observations
and recording of the investigators formed an important component
in the aforesaid procedufe. Basing on these primary sources,
data were collected for analysis. Data collected through different
-schedules were finally computarised for final analysis.

Preparation for the Study
To begin with, an Advisory Committee was constituted with

the following members:

(a) Director SCERT - Chairman .

(b) Dy. Director of Elementary Education — Member

(¢) Director Adult and NFE — Member

(d) Director Social Welfare - Member

(e) Director Women Study Centre, GU - Member

(f)  One Professor of the Deptt. of Education, GU -~
Member . .

{g) One Lecturer from the Deptt. of Education,

Cotton College, Gauhati - Member

The first sitting of the Committee in the first week of

October, 1993 marked the beginning of the study.. The Committee
suggostod cortain district-spoctfic modalities and approved of

the Action Plan formulated for the study.



As per suggestions of the Advisory Committee, Professional
Assistants were selected from varicus disciplines and from persons

having experience of field work.

Immediately after the appointment of the Professional Assis-
tanits an orientation course was held for 3 days in order to
acquatnt these field officers and the Bistrict Co-ordinators
selected by SCERT, Assam, with the tasks to be performed in
connection with the study. A group of 4 core team members headed
by Prof. (Dr.) Usha Nayar conducted the programme at Guwahati.
A field trip was also arranged in a nearby village to help the
" team acquire necessary field experience for the study.

Procedure of Data Collection

" As mentioned earlier, Professional Assistants (2 from each
of the districts of Darrang and Marigaon and 3 for each of the

districts of Karbi Anglong and Dhubri) were selected from anmong
persons having previous field expérience in survey/research work.
It may be pointed out here that those Professional Assistants
had academic background in subjects such as Anthropology, Socio-
logy and Geography which helped them develop an insight f{nto
the purpose of the study.

These Professional Assistants carried out data collection
work under the guidance and supervision of the District Co-ordi-
nators (2 for each district).

Spectal effort was made to see that group discussion and
filling up of different schedules were done simultaneously with

a view to completing the work within a stipulated-time frame.

Active help and support from District educational functio-
naries upto Block level and prominent persons from the concerned
villages was enlisted throughout the period of field study.
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Another important step taken was to engage professional
assistants Lho are well versed with the life and people of
a particular social group of these districts. For Karkl
Anglong District ‘local tribal persons were entrusted with
the job while for Dhubri district inhabited mostly by
immigrant Muslim, pfofessional assistants well-versed 1in
their local language were engaged for the purpose. For
Darrang district, Which is deninated by Bodo people, persons
from that community were selected and appointed as Prof.
Asstt. As for Marigaon district where plain tribal
populations has long been merged into the main stream of
Assamese society, Professional asstts. were from general
community. This arrangement have beem done to ensure that
respondents could interact with their own observers, freely,
frankly and without any hesitation and ensure that observers
too could wunderstand the broblems fn a real setting and
perspectives.

To complete the schedules specially relating to
non-enrolment and drop-out og grils in times, local
villagers, aware of the situations offered their help and
guldance to the professional assistants in identifying such
cases in differen% households. This was of immense help in
conducting the survey.

Though the verious schedules developed at the national
level were in English, the professional assistants interpreted
these into local languages intelligible to the respondents
at the time of filling up of these schedules thus leavning
no scope for misreporting of facts.
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Sample selecttion

For all the four district, seloction of
villages {n the blocks idontified were made on the

same criteria a3 »5tl ined below.

1. Village having no school or with a slingle

teacher school.

2. Village ~lth a primary scheol

3. Village with® one primary and one upper

primary school.

4. Village with one Primary one upper primary

and one secondary school.

Again In selecting the house holds,
purposive peon stratified samplina method wa's
adopted throughout -the process to make the study more

accurate and transparent.

The district level! team consisting of 2/3
profassional asslstant and two district
co-ordlnators was equipped wlth the following

intervie~s g:hadules and sdrvey scheduiles:

1. Hou13ds ho'!d schedule

2., Dropout glrls scheduls

3. Navar enrolled girls schedule

4, Teacher schadules

5. Institutional Head schedule

6. Educatlonal Adinistratdrs sched:le
7. Conmmminity landeraschadinln ’

8. Distrlict 3chedule

9. Village schedule

10. Urbaa slum scheduile
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The purpose of these schedules was to
dotormlins varloty of. faztors porcelved to bo held
responsbile for educatlon of girls by atl
concolvable soymonts of tho socloty . dlrectly or
Indlroctly involved In educatlen. It could then
be possible to list out all thess factors In order
of their grayity and crosschack. these against the
group dliscussiins. . Tha factors uean from different
porspnctivea would nlso “olp us subsaquantly to
deviso apooprlate 3trategles for enhancing 3nrolmant
of glrls and reducing the rate of drop-outs. The
sujgyastod str‘ataglé; would also - involve
accoantablility for different agnncizs (House hol i,
tazhérs ., adminlistrators, comwuﬁlty leadcrsaote.) In

promoting girls educatlon.

The schedules are iptended to have a
comprohonslive plcturoe of tha status of glrls
education encompassing all! pessible courses hither
to unattended and to take-up actlon plans in

roallstic torms for nchloving the goal of UFE among

girls.,

Action plan: For the State of Assam, Districts

selected, and the selected blocks and villages of

each selected districts are given below: -

Distt. Block Villages
Dhubri Chapar salkocha a) Bamungaon Part-1I

b) Muslim Harkata
c) Chilkikh~ta
d) Simlabarl



3.

4.

Diatt,

» Darrang

Marigaon

Karbi Anglong

iHouk
e

Manlkachar

Dalgaon-sialmarl

Udalguri

" Kaplll

B8hurbandha

Lumba jong

Rangkhang

A)
B}
Ck
1))

]

a8}
C)
D)

A)
8)
c)
D}

A)
8}
C}
D)

Al

B} -

C)
D)

“A)

B)

v)

A)
B)
C)
D}

Villayon

Norta dangtimari
Berabhanga
Sewragurl

Sukchar

Dclgaon Khunt

Chenlalpara
Panlakhat
Bhakatpara

Ulubari
Anadhouapara
Kah fkarl
Jhakara

Mikirgaon
Tarajan

Majorb.arl
Kahibari

Tupgaon

Katajari Pathar
G-aknajua

Manipur

Sirkagnep
Hojaipur
Danpka Bay

Sarmen Phangso

" Barmangaon

Kuthar Bangla
Ronynidi
Boithalangso
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Symbols for A B C and D

A) Village wlthout school or a single teacher school

B) Village with one primary school

C) Village wlth orie prlmary school and one upper primary
school.

D) Vii)rne with one  primary school , one upper primary

school- and one Sec./Hr. Secondary school.

Discussiomn/Group
While the schedules were exhaustiveln nature it was
further deemed nacessary to hold group dlscussions. Where

individual respondents could Interact with other members and
accept or ccepnradlcet views ex pressed in the schedules.

Moreover, group dlscussion provides Opprotunity to ask
questions which may not be there In the scnedule to record
inls or her polnts, Again, 1t In throwgh group-discussion that
the filled obeserQers could streamline th'e essential focuss and
Insight that lg sou_qht to be eliclted from respondents {n order

to serve the mailn purpose of the study.

Most importantly the advantage of group discussion was
to eliminate the possibilitles of male domdrance generally
expressed at the tlme of filling~up of schedules without letting

female members of the house hold have any say on Issues
relating to glrls’educatlon. In the group discussion persons

from all walks of life and boty male & fe.nalo were allowed
to partlcipate in a free and cordial manner.

Cast studles: A few case studles were also made to test

whetcher the generalised observations recorded through

schedules and yroup discussiongcould be accepted as final and
also to ldentify and Incorporate Important abservatioins - not

'hmhllghted in the generalised category.

Provision was also made  to incorporate specific
observationd and insight of observerms thtatmight have emerged

through constant.interacfion in the field.



. CHAPTER 1V
POSITION OF WOMEN AS REFLECTED IN TEXTBOOKS,
TEACUHER-TRAINING ETC.

The State follows' an wuniform curriculum and the
textbooks prepafed centrally are also used in all
classes right from the primary to secondary stage.
The i1nxtbooks eentrally prepared are then rendered into
different langunges as per requirement of different
districts. It is therefore obvious that the same
contents and approaches are followed for instruction
everywhere. Even if the teachers are free to make
content - enrichment and develop locally - relevant
curricular materials, such decentralised approach 1is
hardly noticeable. Because of this wuniformity of
content and approach, any gender bias that happens to
be there, will be uniformly reflected in all the

places.

For our present study, we will examine the
textbooks from classes I to VIII in order to find out

whether gender bins exists and if so where.

At the primary stage, there are two sets of
textbooks in each of the first two classes and 4 sets
of textbooks for <classes LIl & 1IV. In language
textbook & for Class 1, there are a number of
illustrations where women are not represented.
‘Similarly in Class II, language contents are dealt with
without making any reference to female even if there 1is

scope for inclusion of female.

Again in Arithmetic textbooks for classes I & II,
most of the names used in sums are boys whereas the
names of girls could easily have been included.
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From class IIl onwards, language textbcoks with a
good number of 1esaonnreflegt gender bias in terms of
content, characterization, autobiographical note and
illustrations.As most of the textbook writers are male,
it is reasonable to believe that male - oriented

contents have naturally crept in.

In class IIl1 language textbooks, out of 14
illustrations only 4 represent women. Again in the same
textbook seven atutobiographical notes are included
which are all of male. This deliberate gender bias is
uncalled for in a place where renowned female

personalities in different spheres abound.

Similarly in the. language textbook for class 1V,
variety of topics have been compiled from 15 different
authors. There 1is only a lone female aﬁong these
authors. Besides, no female personality has been
covered in 6 autobiographical lessons presented in the

said textbook.

In sum, it can be said of the language textbooks
that women can be fairly represented as the subject

offers plenty of scope for this.

When we examine the textbooks on Mathematics and
Science for class I to VIII no palpable gender
discrimination is noticed. Perhaps it is due to the
nature and scope of the subject. However, in setting
sums for Mathematics the names of girls could
frequently be used alongwith the boys. Similary the
Science Textbooks should also contain illustration of

females.

Ay Loy Soelal 8tudles, all the textbooks trom
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class I11 to V1Il are found to be fras from gender bias
except for two significant wumits. These wunits are
"India's strugéle “for Independence” and “Social
Reformers". Active participation of women in the
freedom struggle and their poble sacrifices must find
place in Social Studies textbook in order to illuminate
the place of women in society. In addition to national
level freedom fighters, female freedom fighters of the
State could have been easily incorporated in the said
textbooks. Similarly, social reformers among women in
the country are a plenty and they must be projected
with elan in our Social Studies textbooks.

Teacher Training Curriculum :

The teacher - training curriculum of the State
developed in the 1light of NCTE Curriculum Framework
takes cognizance of the ten core curriculum components
envisaged in NPE 1986. Equality of sexes therefore
finds due emphasis in curriculum transaction.

In Work Experience and SUP¥ activities options are
given for women to choose wshatever they like and
perhnpa thia doos not amount to gender discrimination.
Other daily activities like safai (cleanliness of the
campus) is compulsory for both male and female
trainees. Similarly Health and Physical Education
Programme common to both male and female trainees helps
in understanding the need for gender equality.

As for Content and Methodelogy curse, seems to be
a difficulty in respect of the school textbooks used
for study under content and Methodology papers. As
these textbooks coritain gender disparity to some
extent, this is likely to be reflected in their
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teaching practice. Necessary effort should therefore be

made to revise the exibting Textiooks in the lipght of

gender perspective.

Women in Educational Administration :

Entry into educational administration is open to
all - both male and female through Public Service
Comnission. Through comparatively a few in numbers,
female officers enjoy equal rights and privileges like
their male counterpart. There are a good number of
District Officers and high-ranking officers in the
Directorates of Education among the females who are
hardly discriminated agninst. In recent times, more and
more female members - are * opting for educational
administration in the State which is indeed a happy
augury. .



PART I

- CHOAPTER |
DIHIRIC KARDY (ANSLUNG

Geaographical Locatiaﬁ and Historical Background @

1.l<ﬂKarbi Anglong, the largeat and one of the two hill
districts of Assam, is bounded on the north by Nagaon
and Golaghat districtes, on the south by N.C. Hills
district, on the east by Golaghat district® has a
geoéraphlcal area of }bout 10,434 sq. km. It comprises
af three !ub—divtﬂton:—H;mren, Bokajan and Diphu and

ten blocks. Diphu is the head quarter of the district.
N I'e

1.2 Karbi Anglong district lies between 25'30’-2&'41'
N.latttude and 92°-93°'33° E. longitude. It iIs blended
with hills and plains of varying elevation, climatic
condition also differ from place to place. The district

as a whole is a malarious region.

1.3 The average maximum temperature of the district 'is
25.78° C. and the average minimum temperature is 11° C.
The district as a whole receives sufficlent ratinfall

about 271.92 mm. annually.

1.4 Sufficient rainfall has helped tropical vegetation to
graw abundantly in this region. A greater part of the
hilly region abounds in various types of bambooes and
other tropical QPI;ICI. On high ;ltltud-- Teak, Sall,
Gamari, DBanshome etc. are found. According to latest
census report the total areas of the district covered

by forests is 73204.4 hecrs., out of which 732.04 ag.

1
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km. iw wunder the state reservs forewst and 44180.3

hecrtares. . lie under the ~District Council. 125600

hectasres iwm under fho B8ocial Forsstry.

The Karbis farm one of the major ethnic groups in the
hill areas of Assam. Present Karbi Anglong district was
known as Mikir Hills dl-;rlcb in former Assam. Through
a major volcanisation, in 193%t, the Govt. of India
granted autonomy to the district under a District
Council and renamed 1t as Karbi Anglong district.

Karbis are the main inhabitants of the district now.

Racially the Karbis belong to the Mongoloid group
and linguistically to the Tibeto-Burman group. It is

known that they migrated to the North-east India from

the Central Asia several hundred years back.

The folk lores of the Karbis indicate that long back
they used to live on the banks of the Kalang and Kapili
and the entire present Kaziranga range. During the
reign of the Kachari king they were driven away ta the
hills, some of them entered into Jayantiyspur and lived

in the Jayantiya kingdom.

While a section of the Karbis remained 1in the
Jayantiya kingdom, thi others moved towards the north-
east by crossing the river Barapani and entered into
the present Karbi Anglon35 Ni j—Rongkhong, a wvillage
situated about 16 km. south from Hamren is the present

seat of the traditional Karbl king called Lingdokpo.



Though he is a commoner like the other Karbis, he still

exercises his traditional authority 1in respects of

socio ~ religious matters.

7
Ipo social structure of the Karbia still lie in

the traditional gtructural pattern. At the Karbl '
Kingdom each village was headed by a village Headman

called ‘Sarbura’. Several Karbt wvillages constituted
one ‘'Langri’. And the administrative officer of Longri
was called ‘Havat’ t The Kingdom had twelve such
Longris and thess Longris were constituted 4 ‘Artus’
and each Artus was gavornod by an officer called

Lingdok. At present each revenue village has a Headman
called Gaonbura ‘appoiﬁted by the District Council.
Each revenue village ha:'n member of hamlets and each

hamlet has another Goanbura. Generally a Karbi village

is named aftorfho Gaonbur:\j

Habitation wise .tho Karbls are divided into three
groups-chinthong, Ronghang and Amri. The Karbis have
five clans. These are Terang, Teron, Enghee, Ingti and
Timung. Every clan has a mumber aof Sub-clans. Enghee
and Timung have 30 sub-clans. Terang and Teran have &
sub~clans and Ingti has 4 sub-clans. Children oaof the
samae dlan are considered to be brothers and sisters.

Marriage in same clan is banned strictly. -

The Karbis follow the partiarchal system of family
structure. Father {is the head of the family. At the

death af father sons inherit all the properties and not



the daughtars. If the father dies without any male
issue, his property is inhcrgtcd by his nearest male

relative of the same clan.

In recent years saveral urban areas have come up in the
}

district and a madern middle class is rising./
' }\.‘J}/

POPULATION PATTERN

The population of Karbi Anglong district is a mixed one
- though Karbis are the main stream of population. A-I
part from Karbis, the other tribals - like LlLaloong,
Dimasa -~ Kachari, Kuk{, Boro, Hmar, Khasi etc. and among

non-tribals Assammese, Bengali, Nepali, Bihari etc.

constitute the main groups of poopizgﬁ

According to 1991 cengsumn, the total population of Karbi
Anglong district fa 662, 723 out of which 3,447,607 are
male and 3,115,116 are female. The blockwise
distribution of population shows the concetration of
popul;tlon to be highest in the Howrahghat block with
about 21% of the total population of the district 1in
it. Chinthong block has the lowest population. Only 17,
?71 that ie about 3% of the total population are there

in this block. Blockwise distribution of population is

shown in Table-t.



Table-1 : Blackwise Distribution of Population

S.No. Block Male Female
L. Lambia fong PAERRY ) LOHOALD
2. Rongkhang 85539 51393
3. nnknJ.nr .Sg;xl 4Q2AAN
4, Howraghat &3963 &0480
5. Nilip 13370 - 14373
6. Amr i 18997 17686
7. Sacheng 11288 10632
8. Chinthong (9384 18607
?. Rongmaongve 14067 131466
10. Samilanso 3470& 33169
. Source ¢ Census of India, 1991

Out of total &62723 ~population BI.3484 reaide in

2.3
villagens., 3951.36% of the total population of the
district belong to the Scheduled Tribe and 4.22% belong
to scheduled castes. Among Scheduled Tribes 175209 sare
male and 1464429 are female. Accordingly 14879 are male
and 13112 are female among the scheduled castes.

Table-2 ¢« Populatiaon according tao 8C/8T

Category Male Female "Total

ST 175289 166429 341718

sc 19879 13112 27991

Others : . // 293014




The social status of women is apparently high in a

3.1
tribal society, because they participate In the process
of production. However, two demographic {ndicators i.e.
the sex ratio and literacy show a different picture.
3.2 Sex ratio in the distrlctit
Table — 3 &t Sex—-ratio in the district as well as the state
Araa Year Female/Male
Karbt Angtlong 1971 ) 875/1000
1991 907/ 1000
Assam 1991 . 92571000
Source : Census of [ndia, 1991
In Kerbi Anglong the sex ratio is lower than the sex
ratio of AResam ({teaelf lower than that of the
country). But it hes wshown a rising trend from
873/1000 tn 1971 to 907 female per thousand male (n
1991.
3.3 Literacy
Table—4 s Litaracy rate in the district
Total ST sc Male Female
384 32.69% 36.29% 44.15% 26.74%




According to 1991 csnsus, the total literate population
in the dietrict is 2,37,788 it.e¢ 3% of the total

population out of which 44.15% are male and 26.75% are

female.

Tha distribution.of 8C/8T literacy rata for the
district shows that the out of the total literate
population, 32.63% are Bchedulew Tribew and 34.28% are

Sheduleas Castes.

From the table {t becomes clear that the rate of
woman literacy is lower than the state woman literacy

rate as the state woman literacy rate im AJ,70M,

The average density of population of the district is
§3 persons per K.m. against the AItltl density 284.
However, the density of population in the district has
increased by 27 persons per km. over the east 20 years.

In 1971, the density was 346 persons only per sq.km.

Although the density has increased over the years,

it is still very low as compared ta other districts of

the state.

The growth rate in the district has increased from
68.28 Y% to 72.79% over the least 30 years (.e. 1961-"91.
The percetage increased in population during the last

20 years is 46.39% while that of the state Is 32.44%.



Work—-Force Participation Rate

3.9 The distribution of male end female workers sw Main and
‘ Marginal workers {in the district ia shaown in the

following table.



.

Table—4 t Distribution of Main and Marginal Workars

Twpe Main Workar Marginel Worker
Total Male " Femalse Total Male Femals
Total :
59275 41003 18270 7049 1304 5749
Rural 19414 13783 54631 @75 902 73

Urban 39861 27222 12639 4074 4072 39672

Source : Census of India , 1991.

Among the main workers male daminetes the famals by
44 .5%. But in case of merginsl workers the femalas Q’rcontngc
i@ far greater than male. [t shows that the women work

force is moatly engagQed in the marginal mector.



The following table shows a more detailed dimtribution

of main workers t-

Table-3 ¢ Dietribution &% Main Warkers

8l. ACTIVITY RURAL URBAN TOTAL

Tortat % Of TOTAL % Of TOTAL % Ot

Workers Female Workecrs Female  32¥% Femals
1 2 3 4 5 & 7 8
1. Cultivators 1846723 34.29 3879 63.70 170604  28.76%
2. Agri. Labours 15913 36.62 9356  &3.37 16469 2.48%
3. Livestock & Foareatry 5848 31.42 1041 68.75 6889 1.03%
4. Mining & Quarrying 334 12.27 s @87.72 339 0.031X
3. Manufacturing, House- 433 37.93 119 42.06 534 0.084%

hald industry

&. Construction 1844 J.04 1731 ?6.98 3373 0.34Y%
7. Trade % Commerce 4793 4.39 4007 6%.23 8800 1.32%
8. Transport, Storage and 1046 1.96 856 98.03 1922 0.29%

caommunication

7. Other services 11525 10.17 - &753 83.86 18278 2.75%

Source t Cennsus of Ind{a 1991

From the above table it becomas apparant that in both rural
and wurban areas woman are much behind men as main workers.
Although rural women are part of productive force f{a the

process of cultivation, they seem to make only a low

percentage than men in the work force participation rate.
ORGANISATIONS WORKING FOR WOMEN

The women’'s organisations working ian the district can

be devided in to three categories. Firstly, there are wmome

10



registered women’s organisationw {n the district. All total
108 registered women’'s organisations are lctlv;ly working
there (ntiating mome reformist ectivities in the district in

order to promote the mtatus of women in econamic sphare.

The most praminant among. theae arganisations is Karbli

Angiong Diskrirst Mahila Samtby affiliated hy the FPradsshik
Mahila Samity, Ausam. They have arganised some weaving
centres, Food Preservation Centres and AE JCentres 1in the

interior part of the district.

Secondly, there are some women’'s organisations which
arae ideology oriented In nature. They organise the women-—

and are actively working in the district for uplifting the
status of women through their knowledge their right and

dignity. K.N.C.A. iw one such aorganisation.

Thirdly, wome other women’'s organisations are there
small in number, belonging to the upper middle clan in the
urban areas. They are msinly engaQ;d in vocational training

and recreational activities of women.
Policias and praogrammes for wamen.

All policies and programmes formulated by state

government are extended to the district alwso.

There are [.C.D.S. with 489 centrew. Total ‘villeages

under [.C.8.0. {iw 2234.

11



CHAPER-II

BOCIAL ETATUS OF WOMEN IN THE DISTRICT KARBIL ANGLONG

Karbi Anglong, as has already been pointed out, iw
inhabited by a number of tribal and non-tribal groups out of

which the Karbis and the Dimasas form the bulk of the total

population. Status of women in these swsocieties and

discussed below.

SOCIAL STATUS OF KARDI WOMEN 1
The Karbis, hitherto known as Mikirs, are Mongoloid and

belong to the Kuki-chin group of the Tibeto—Burman

linguimtic family.

The Kabris follow the Patrlarchal wsystem of family

structure and as such the line pf desgent iw traced $hrgugh

the male members only. At the death of the father, the sons

{nharit the property. [n sbsence of 2 male inpye, propecty

is inhecited by the deceased pearest male relative. But

taunhber duo uab inherdb uroperby th Karki socliely,

Eince majarity of the Karbis live in villages,
agrlculturi constitutes the main source of 1livelihood dor
them. A considerable number of Karbis are also engaged in
aother activities like mining and quarrying, construction,

trade and commerce, transport, household industries etc.

Division of work is based on two criteria, viz. age and

sex. Women are generally engaged in domestic works. Young

girles baby sit. Men work in field ( jhuming etc.). Boys

12



generally help their parents fin agritulture. Women weave

°

their own clothes {n their loom.

Female literacy is very. low among the Karbis. It ls

anly 36.57%, whereas male literacy is as high aw &3.43%4.

Among the Karbis, position of women is low {in the
1ense that they are not consulted by men in decision meking
it the village level. Wamen are naot allowed to attend
ril1lage council or trials and are also barred from commﬁnlty

Covralidpe CNutinker L. N Rhmigly waney ave Inkeyratl etk nf
ultivation, they are nat allowed ¢to participate in

1arvesting rites and dance (Hachakekan). Boys and girls

iarticipate together only in a few festivals.,

The women in Karbi socisty do all the household works
which include brewing of rice beer.. The Karbis still
iractice jhum cultivation and as such social role of women

8 equal to men in every aspect, but decision making role isws

fenied to them.

Generally the wife goes #ta live in husband’s house
ifter marriage. The system of dowry is not known to them.
iirls are married at the age betiween 15-20 years. Among the
"ducated it has gone up to 25 years or more. Jwidow- are

jermitted to remarry persons other than her late husband’s

‘lder brother.

The Karbis are exogamous and marriage within the same
tlan ia a taboo. The significancae of wife's clan is less

mong the Karbis.

13



At present, many changes have taken place in Karbl

socliety. Girls education is encouraged to & graat extent.

to

Affluent femillas have started giving shara of property

their daughters as well. Ths Karbi women even to go local

market ftor the purpowe of buying and wselling. tHowever,

participation in these is activitis such as polttics lw

still very negligible.

PLACE OF WOMEN IN DIMASA SBOCIETY OF KARDI-NANGLONG DIBTRICT

The Dimasas inhibat the N.C. Hills and also 1in the
districtes of Karbi Anglong and.Nagaon Linguimtically, they

belong to the Bodo group of Tibet-Burman family.

The Dimasa village are generally located on the rivar

banks, in the interior forests surrounded by hillw. There
{s a myth that these people have e close affinity to rivers.

All'thc villages are homogeneousa.

Their economy ia based on shifting cultivation where
thhey raise mixad crops. Thaeir econamy requires Joint and
organiaed endeavour of all the family members. Women ‘s
participation in jhumming is significant among thewse people.
However, thase who are above &0 years of age and adolescents
( boys & girls) are not included in the labour force. But
they sometimes extend their services as hclpgri to the
reguler labour force. Work that demands phywical strength

like ploughing etc. are done by males.

14



Among the substdiary occupations mention may be made of
weaving, reasing of Endi and Muga, bamboa and cane products.

The women also real pigs, fowls and buffaloes, but not cow.

Dimama womern also does all the household work, such aa
cooking, cleaning, wlshing,. fetching water, collecting
‘firewoad and sa an. Brewing of rice beer is done by women
alone.

-

Among the Dimasas, both patrilineal and matrilineal
system ' of decaent are {n vogue. A man reckons his descent
maternal

from his paternal grandfather, and them fram

grandfather. On the other hand, a women reckons her descent

through her maternal grandmother and concurrently from
paternal grandfather. It is a kind of double desgent - &
combinatign of matcilineal and gatrilingal mode of descent.

The existence of double-descent has greatly influenced
the law of inheritance among the Dimasas. The patrental
property, in the form of land, w;lpon’ etc., are inherited
by the sone. The maternal property is inherited by the
daughters alone. The comman properties such as utensils etc.
are shared by both daughters and sons. In case of absence of
male issue, pacrental property is itherited by the no;rolt
male relative. Likewise 1in case of absence of a female

issue, ( Nnearest female relative inherit the maternal
property.
Clan exogamy is a general rule among the Dimasas and

this is cbserved in both the cases of primary and secondary

class affiliations,. With marriage a gi~' looses her

13



idantity with her father‘'s patriclan and joins her husbands
patriclan, Monsgamy (e atrietly followsd by bthe Dimawnanm,
Widow remarriaga {e allowed. Divorce is possible {f the

heedman approves the dissolution of the marriage. Bride

price exists to some extent. Girls are married at the age

between (6-22 years.

Authority lies ({n the hands of the male head of the

family and the housewife is always submissive, though {n

some fmportant matters her advice i also taken into

account. The domestic responsibilities are entirely borne by

the women.

The Dimasa village headman is called "Khaunang .
Generally, only a male can become a headman. He is selected
by the village old;r- tn a formal meeting. Women are not
consulted by men in decision making at the village level.
Dimasa women, like the Bodos' and Karbie, are not allowed to

attend village Council or trial.

The literacy rate of women is very low among the
Dimasas. Most of the girls are traditionally engaged either
in houaehold activities or play activities. Dimasa men do

not interfere Iin some Of their women’s icilvtilc- auch as {in

weaving clothes and in rearing pigs etc.

Changes hlv; taken place among the educated families.
Girle’' education is encouraged among these familiex. The
people do not follow their customs and traditions very
strictly. Participation of women in activities wuch as

politice is not common among them.

16



it can be suaid that, the atatus of women

°

la canclude,

in Dimesa wsociety |4 much higher than in some of their

neighbouring communities. During leisure time both boys and

girle practises songs and dance togethar. In the community

festival 'BUSU’, the participation of girls and boys |is

significant.



CHAPTER 111
EDUCATIONAL BTATUS -OF WOMAN/BIRL CHILD IN KARBI ANSLONG

DISTRICT

Peing ¢ tribal dominated society superficially there ls
no strong bias against women in Karbl Angldﬁq District. But
Education M rugtrammes whow a different fricture. The
programmas taken far Qirls educatlon in the district does
not seem to be adequate. The soclo~economic condition of the
pecplie iw wo poar. So the plflntn cannot provide adequate
facilities ’to their child. Drop—-out, never enrolled among
the girls are very commo; {n the district. On the other hand
in the interior vlll{qos, there is no proper imphasis
regarding the primary education in general as wall as fgr
girls in plrticulir.'ﬂost of the primary schools are nening

without school building and but no proper investigation and

inspection ie made by the authority.

According ta 1991 census the total literate population
af the district s 2,337,788 i.e. 3I3% of the total
population. Following ig the detail table of {iiteracy for

all population of the district.

Table & 3 Literacy rate in the district '

Person ¥ Male Female
No Y No %
Total 237788 35.88 133467 44 .13 B84321 T 26.76
Rural _ 195568 33.02 127551 41 .34 48017 23.97
Urban 42220 59.92 25916 &6.34 16304 31.92

(Source ¢ Census of India, 1991)
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According to 1991 census the literacy rate in the
district Karbi Anglong in 35.88 with 33.02 in rural meas and

39.92 in urban areas. In the urban areas the rete is hlqh;r

than the rural areas and (t is seen that female literacy

rate iw much lower than the male literacy rate irrespective

of area. Rural-Urban disparity too is seen in respect to

literacy rate of both sexes.

Amang the schedule cast and schedule tribes populaion

alsc male possess the higher literacy rate than the female.
Iln the rural area the literacy rate of Schedule Caste people
are higher than the Schedule Tribe people. But in urban

area it shows a complete reverse. The fcllowing‘tablc gives

a glimpse of {t.

Table 7 2 Literacy rate among Scehdule Caste and Schedule

Tribe population

Population S.C. S.T.
Male Female Total Male Female Total

Total 68846 3261t 10147 70764 40822 1113586
Percen-— 446.28 24.87 6.2 40.37 24.53 32.463
tage
Rural &£145 2854 087 63133 - 354671 78806
Percen- 44.8688 23.37 J4.74 38.69 22.89 30.93
tage :
Urban 741 403 1146 7629 . 3151 12780
:ercen— &62.43 45.44 S95.15 &3.86 48.76 3&.77
age

Source t cemsus of India, 1991.
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES -

Table 8 ¢ Dismtribution of Schools in the district (Lower

Primary & Uppper Primary, N.F.E. & Adult Education)

Lower Upper N.F.E. Adult education
Primary Primary Centre

Total 1415 217 3 689

Rural 1203 180 92 &83

Urban 212 37 1 &

(Bourcet Fifth All India Educational Survey, AQesam State

Summary Repart - 19846 )

From the above table if 18 sween that the total number

of Lower Primary and Upper Primary mchools przsent {n the
.dlstrict are 1413 and 217 respectively. Among them maximum
number of schools present .in rural areas in the cat egories.
urban

Though the numbor of schools present in rural areas,

area paomsseses higher literacy rate.

Out of the 93 Non-Formal-Educational Centres, .92
centrem are situated in rural arenas and only one la in urban
area. Pemides these there are in rural area. Dut of them 39
men, 145 far women and 479 for both and only &

are for

centres in urban area with 2 centres for women and 4 for

bath men and women.
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Table 9 1+ Class wise enraolment

Total 8.C. 6.T.

Male Female Male Female Male Famale
9364 3012 4334 1127 10189 3821 3836 1
13932 8411 _754i ?2 82 3411 3303 Il
3939 3057 2882 11 3 2198 2139 111
1133 3688 34463 36 34 3069 3034 v
18832 611 P221 1328 1068 3821 3886 A4
3364 2830 2714 . & 4 19469 1948 vi
16414 84932 7972 330 314 4208 3842 VIl
4192 2103 2089 1t 7 1331 1319 VIl

Source t Karbi Anglong Autonocmaus District Proflile-1993

The total enrolment from class I to VIII Iin 131719 In

the district. OQut of 49847 are in primary level.

girl students in primary level

33933, the percentage being 351.44Y% bays against the

girls percentage

- 48.55%.

.

girls remains in all clanes.

The gap between the

The

boys

tatal

in 33914 against the boys are

female

and

In the primary level the Scheduie Caste Enrolement is

3.4Y%. and Schedule

Tribe.

Enrolement Ln 33.6%Y%.

enrolement among the Schedule Caste in 47.33%

Tribe 1ls 49.64Y in this level.

and

‘The

Sch

girls

edule

So it is clear that in the primary level the member of

scheduled tribe enroled in the school

schedule caste population irrespective of sexes.

21
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Table 10 ¢ Age specific enrolment for ages &—-11 and 11-14

Years

Persaon Age gQroup betwean Age group betwean
6 yra to below 11 yrs 11 yrs to 14 yrse

»

Boys 585.20 A1.09

Girla X430 Ji.26

Bource 1~ FAIES, 19864

From the table it te clear that in the age group & yrs
to below 11 years in case af both the sexes the percentage
of enrolment is much lower th;n the other three district of
the study. In case of boyI: 53.20% get enrolled in the
schaol whose as in case o} gitl child enrolment, the
percentage {a only 34.30% In 11 years to 14 years age group
the enrolment of male chtld ia 41.09%4 and the gircrls
on?olmcnt is mare or lews the percentage of Teibal people
much higher in the district may be that is why in case of

enrolement ll;a numbher of scheduled tribe is found to be

much maore than scheduled caste.

VILLAGES SERVED BY SCHOQLS

Table 11 « No of wchoole within habitations
Ltower Within the village Upper Within the High School
Primary Primary Village Higher Sec.
School.
1419 837 170 a6 126

Bource ¢ FAIES, 19846
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Table 10 : Rge specific enrolment for ages &-11 and 11—-14

Years
Person Age group between Age qrdup between
6 yra to below 11 yrs 11 yre to 14 yrs
Noyw 93.20 41.09
Girls 346.30 38.26

Source 1- FAIES, 19848

From the table it iwa clear that in the age group & yrw
to below 1l years (n came of both the eexes the percentage
vof enrolment is much lower th;n the other three district of
the study. In case of boys. 53.20% get enrolled in the
school whose as 1in case o} girl child enrolment, the
percentage is only 346.30% In 1t years to 14 years age gqroup
the enrcolment of male child {« 41.09% and the girls
enrolment (s mare or less the percentage of Tribal people
much higher in the district may be that is why in case of

enraolement als& number aof scheduled tribe is found to be

much more than scheduled caste.
VILLABGES S8ERVED BY SCHOOLS

Tabsie 11 « No of schaole within habitations

Lower Within the village Upper Within the. High Bchool

Primary Primary Village Higher Sec.
Schaool.
1413 837 170 86 126

Source ¢« FAlIES, 1984
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According to statlatical profile of the hill areas of Assam,

1990 only°300 centres of Adult educatlon wae found to be in the

Karbi Anglang diwmtrick. The beneficiaries of thewe are shown

helnw,
Table }2 [ A.E. Centre ¢t 300
RFLP ' SAETP
Male 3717 " Male 4056
Female 4314 Female A606
Total 8031 Tatal n 8640

Only two pre-primary schools with 16.77% treined

teachers are there in the district.

Table 12 =2 Distribution of children enrcolled in Non-Formal

Educatlon.
Total Boys Girle
fotal 1666 . 944 702
Ruratl 1627 32 &93
Urban 39 32 7

(Saource ¢ Fifth all India Educational Survey, 1986

In the district the numbar of boys enrolled in the
Non Formal Education i{s much higher than girls {rrampective
of rural and urban areas. As the number of centres is much

-

less {0 urban area, the atudent also are lesser than the
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raral arees. In the rural area thesre are 932 boys and 693
Qirle tn the whole district where as in urban aerea there are

aoanly 32 boys and 7 girle.

TJEACHERS AND TRAINING
The following table shows the distribution of teachars

in primary schools sccording to their status.

Table 13 ¢ Teachers according to sex and status

Sex Trained ' UNTRAINED Total

Male 321 . 1459 1780 ‘
Female 64 ) . 738 802

Total 38s 2197 2382

Saurce t Olatrict Oftice, W. Anglong, 1993

From the table it becomes clear that out of tha total
trained teachers only 146.3Y. and out of the total untrained

teacherms only 33.6% are femalesn.

INCENTIVE PROGRAMMES .

Provision of the following incentives are there in
Karbi Anglong district for the students of prlmlry level.

1. Free Text book.

2. Free Uniforms.

3. Attendence schoolarshipa (For both boys and girls)
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fn the year 1992-93 only 2584 uniforms, asttendenca
scholarships to 2444 students {Both boye and girls), 93,680
copiew of text books have been supplied to 12,1438 students

(Srerce primary education board, K.A. District council).

From the above data, it is cleered that tncentives “are
not sufficient as "per enrolement. 0On the aother hand, the
free uniforms and attendence scholarships are not regularly

supplied to students. No other tncentives are provided for

the students In the district.

NON-ENROLMENT AND WASTAGE

v

The following table gives a glimpse of the children

away from school.

Table 14 : Non-enrolment and dropout rate (69 years)
Sex Non-enrolled Drop out

Male 53.83 11.11

Female 46.04 * 11.%90

Total 30.32 11.91

Bource 1 Karbi Anglong outonomous District Office, 1993

The table shaows that not much of disparity exists {n
drop out rates (although it iw more than the boys in class I
i.e. 7.14% for glrle and 3.34X for boyw! more boys &are «eem

to be non-enrolled in this age group.
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the age group of 10 the rate of non—enrolled girls
Sehedule

In

is 32.59% while for boys Lt ie 27.71 in wase et
Tribe (Hillwe). In 8chedule Trilbe taotal it 1 14.83Y% for

feamalesw and 12.29 faor meles, in tea gardans 33.31 and J4.44

for female and mals respectively and for ganeral total it is

39.61 and 28.01. (Source t K.A. Autonamous District Qffice,

1993)

The =xtate profile, howevar, shows that the highest

affected groups of waa stage are children of Char area

(mostly inhabited by immigrant muslims) scheduled tribes and

girls. These three group-'nlod special attention. The total

wastage rate is high too. This |« contributed by the

backward groups. High degres of stagnation {is very much

responsible for the high wastage rate which is atightly

lover in case of boys and urban areas.
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CHAPTER 1V

VILLABE PROFILES

VILLNGE t B IRKANGNEP
BLIXIK [} 1 UMONI NG
nrarney ] KAMUIL  ANLILEMNKG

PHYSICAL BETTING ¢

LOCATION ~ Sirksngnep villaga falls under Lumba jong

Developmant Block of Karbi Anglong District. [t fw situated

8 kma. away from Diphu, the District Headquartar,

RELIEF - The area is chlrlctert;cd by low undulating hillls,
with narrow valleys.
CLIMATE - The wvillage enjoys a moderare climate. It

receives less but sufficient rainfall throughout the year.

Summers are hot and wet, while winters are cold and dry.

RIVERS - There are no rivers flpwing through the area. A

small stream known as Diphu stream flows in the south. It

is a small tributary of river Dhansuri.

NATURAL VEGETATION - Thick vegetational cover 1s seen around

the village. Mostly decldious treem and tropical grasses

are found here.

CULTURAL SETTING s
Population -~ There are &1 haousehalds in the village and a
total population of 329 of which 138 are males and 171 are

females.
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Caste - The inhabitants of this village are all Karbiw,
belonging ta the eachedulad tribe. Pecple from ather
castes/communities are not found here.

Religion - Hindu is the dominant religion in this village.

They follow tha crudé form of Hindulsm. Thay do naot worship

any idal nor do they have any tamples or shrines. They
balieve in the plurality of gods and to appease thenm,
poultry and animals are sacrificed.

Langquage - Karhi lenguage iw spoken by ell here. Howavar,

Assamese iw the lingua franca {n thiws village.

Literacy - Literacy rate for this village is not available.

TRANSPURT AND COMMUNICATION ~ The means of transpart and

communication are not well developed here. Thaere iz one
unmetallied raoad passing through the village, and apart <rom
this, there are no other roads in this village. The

villagers travel on foot to Diphu y the nearest town.

Post and Telegraph facilities ars also not available in
this village. Nearest post office in the next villags, is

located at a dilénnce of 2 kms.
Other maans of communication sre also nat found here.

MEDICAL - Medical facilities are also not aveilable here.

The villagers travel on foot ta Diphu Town faor medical

treatment.

WATER SUPPLY - There are 4 wells in the village and the

villagers use the water for drinking and for other purposes.
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HARKET - There {8 no markat area here. The naarest market

ie at Diphu, 8 kme. away, and the villagers go and get

avarything from theres.

ELECTRICITY - .The village is ¢lectrified but only a few

families are able to have electricity in their houses.

EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONG - There fw one venture schoal in
the village and apart from it, there are no other wschools.
The school has been established recently and is has only 2

classesa. Moat of the children go to echools in the

neighbouring village or to Diphu Town.

ECUNOMY - Agriculture is the main occupation of the people
here. Land for cultivating paddy is not available here, so

the villagere do a mixed cultivation of different cropw.
The crope grown in thie village are weasam, maixe, Yyam,
chilltesw, tapiocn, bun;n-, lemon, areca palms, betel vinesm,
etc.

Only five are ;ound. to be engaged 1in government
Icrvlcc;. The women-folk are mostly found to be engaged in
household activities 1like weaving, preparing rice-beer,
rearing silk warms, etc. However, tﬁcie are done for thcir

own domestic consumption. .pa

VILLAGE H HOJAIPUR
BLOCK < LUMBAJONG
DISTRICT KARBI ANGLONG

PHYSICAL SETTING

LOCATION - Hojaipur wvillage falls under tumbajong

Development Block of Karbi Anglong district. [t is situated
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in the south-western part of the block and is located at s

distance of about 41 kms. away from Manza, the Black

Headquarter and about 235 kms. from Diphu, the District

Headquarter. The village lies on the Diphu-L ding road,

which is an important road of the District.

RELIEF - The area is characterised by undulating surface
with - gentle slopes. The village lies aon the slopes which
gradually slopes duwn towards the north-east. The south-
western part is comparatively higher and the village aiddle
schaol is situated in this part.

CLIMATE - The area enjoys a méderate climate and it is very

much controlled by the seasonal winds as in other parts of

the region.

Rainfatll is aufficient and summers are warm and wet,

while winters are cold and dry.

RIVERS - There are neither rivers nor streams passing

through this village.

NATURAL VEGETATION — Thick vegetation is seen in this area,

however, on the hill slopes where jhum cultivation is dpno,
vegetational cover is found to be absent. Mostly, deciduous

trees and tropical grasses like bamboos are found here.

CULTURAL SETTING

POPULATION -~ The village is sparsely populated. Accarding .
to 1991 Census reports, it has a total population of 308

peraons, of which 1461 are males and 147 are females.
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There are altogether 58 households in the village, of

which 54 are headed by males and the rest 4 by females.

CASBTE - The vtllaqolii dominated by the Dimama Kacharis, who

are also known as Hojaias (hence the name Hojaipur). They
belong to the scheduled tribe and apart from them there are
esttling

people from scheduled camtes and other communitlies,
tiere permanerntly and temporarily. There are Twa Nepali

families, 1 Bihari family, and 1 Bengali family.

RELIGION - The inhabitants of this village are all Hindus.

Tive Dimawsne follow the crude farm of Hindulem. They Lelieve

in the existence of one supreme being wham they call
“Madais". Under him there are some minor "Madais". For the

appeasement of their duties, poultry and animals are

sacrificed.

-

V}‘&GUAGE ~ Assamese is the principal lingua franca ia this

village, but the number of speakers are less. Only a few of
the Dimasas can speak Assamese language. The number of

speakers of the Dimama dialect is found to be more here.

LITERACY - Literacy rate iw low here. Only 37.4& per cent of
the total population of the village are literate, ot which

67.24 per cent are males and anly 32.76 per cent are

females.,

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION - Transport and Communication is

not difticult iare as the village lisw on the Diphu-Luonding

raoad. There is a bus-—atnp and almowbt avery Houwe private
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buwew ply through thie road. lnaida the village, anly foot-

o

paths are found.

There {a a Post Office in the village, but no telephone

and telegraph facilitles are there.

MEDICAL -~ Medical facilities are not available in the

village. The villagers go to Diphu Towr, 25 kms. away, for

any medical treatment.

WATER SUPPLY - Drinking water through PHE taps is available
in the village at 2-3 places. Besides, there are I3 wells,
one near the school and 2 ineide the village. The villagers

use the water for drinking and for other purposes too.

ELECTRICITY -~ The village is'electrified but only 4 familiew

have electricity in their houses.

MARKET -~ There is no market area here, but there are 3I-4
Qrocery shops which cater to the needs of the villagerw.

The affluent familiew go and get averything from Diphu town.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS -~ There are two schools, one
Prlmnry and one Middle school, in the village, Th; village
children 9o to these schools but when they é(;ilh the Middle
school, most of them drop-out due to absence of High ;chool
in the village and in the neighbourhocod. 0Only those who can
afford nn& those who are interested in pursuing further
studies Qo and attend schoals and colleges in Diphu, the

nearest town, where these facilities are available.
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One ICDB centre is there in the village, which tu,

surprisingly found to be functioning satisfsctorily. There
are around 40 children enrolled in {t.

/éég;OHY - (ﬂTh- Dimasas of this village are moutly
agriculturists und_ only a few are engaged in government.
servicen and athaers. The Bihari{s," Nepallw, Bengalis

and

residing in this village are mostly engaged in Trade

Commerce, Ny the dimanas, there are landlean: labaurers

who earn their living through daily wage.

The women-folk are found to be aengaged in both
household and agricultural activities. Young girley momtly
school drop~outs, earn by selling rice-beer, while some do

weaving., These add to the fami'ly income.

The farmers cultivate different crops. Cultivable land
is limited here, s0 jhum cultivation is done on the slopes.
They grow mixed crops like yam, chillies, pumpkin, maize,
etc. Paddy is cultivated in the low lying areas, wherever
available. Bewide thewae, ‘bananas, mango, lLemon, - bamboos,

etc. are also grown.

The mode of economy is of subaistence type. They
produce for their own consumption and there are no surplus

productipn. Some of them stilld live below subsistence

level.
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VILLAGE s DUONKA BEY
BLOCK ] LUMbBAJUNG
DISTRICT KARBI ANGLONG

PHYSICAL BETTING

LOCATION — Village Donka Bey falls under Lumbajong

Development Block of Karbi Anglong District. It ie situated

in the northern part of the Block and is located at a

distance of about B kms. away from Maaza, the Block H@, and

about 26 kma. from Diphu, the Dietrict HQ. The village lies

atop a small hillock near the National Highway 36.

RELIEF - The area {s characterised by undulating surface of
low hills, whose general trend of the slopes is towards the
south.

very

CLIMATE - The area snjoys a moderate climate and it is

much controlled by the seasonal winds as in other parts.

It receives sufficient amount of rainfall throughout

the year. Summers are hot and wet, while winters are cold

and dry.
RIVERS -~ There is aone river known as river Borjan, flowing
in the north of the village. It is an important tributary

of River Jamuna and has {te source in the Singhason hills. ,

NATURAL VEGETATION -~ A few deciducus trees and tropical

grasses can be seen in and around the village.

CULTURAL SETTINS «

POPULATION ~ The village is sparsely populated. There are

only S households and a total population aof 309, Of which,

162 are males and 147 are females.
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CASTE -~ The inhatitants of this village are all Karbis,

belaonging to the scheduled tribe.

RELIGION -~ The Karbis of this village are all Hindus, except
for one Christian family. They follow the crude form of
Hinduism. They do not worship any idol nor do they have any
temple or shrines. They believe in one Almighty God, the
Cro;tor of the Warld. They also believe in the plurality of

godws and for the appeasement aof them sacrifice af poultry

and animals are done.

LANGUAGE - The Karbis have their own tribal dialect and the

number of speakers of this dialect is found to be mare here.

However, Assamese (s principal lingua franca.
LITERACY -~ The literacy rate of this village is not available.

TRANSPORT AND CQHHUN(CAflGN - The wvillage ia easity
accessible, being located near the NH-36. The road leading
to the village is metalled upto a certain distance, beyond
which, the road is unmetalled but motarable till the river

in the north. A foat-path in the north—west leads to the

neighbouring villages across the river.

A paost aoffice iw available within a distance of 2 kms.
but telephone and telegraph facilities are not found here.

These are available at Thanza, 8 kms. away from the village.

MEDICAL. -~ There is one Primary Health Centre located at a

distance of 2 kms. The villagers go there for medical

treatment.
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WATER SUPPLY -~ Drinking water facilities are provided by the
Public Health Centre. There is a water tank at a distance

of t km. and the villagars go and collect it fraom thara.

Nowldan, Lheare ave 2 wella tn the village whitch alea sarva

for drinking water and other purposesn.

ELECTRICITY -~ The village lu alectrified but only three

fami lies have electricity in their houses. The others are

naot able to afford it.

MARKEET — There is no market area here. The nearest market

is at Manza 18 kms. away. However, there im one grocery
shop and one Consumer s Retatil outlct,‘whlch cater to the

need aof the people.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS - There zre no schools in this

village. The village chiledreny attend schools at Mohendi jue,

2 kma. away. The affluent families sent their children to

schoals in either Manza,ar Diphu Touns.
. A

ECONOMY - The villngcrl';rc most]ly agriculturists and only a
few are engaged 1in gavernment services and aothers.
Diffeitent crops are cultivated here and among which paddy is
the dominant crap. It is cuitlvated in the low lying aéoa-.

Other crops like soi.me,.maizg, yam, tapiaoca, etc. are grown

on the hill slopes.

The waomen—~folk are found to be engaged in both
houselold and agricultural activities. Household activities
like weaving, preparting rice beer, rearing silk worms, etc.

are domne by most of the women-folk. However, these are done
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“for domestic conwampbion only., Commercial ferming s 0o

tdane here,

VILLAGE ] SARMEN PHANGCI
BLOCcK 1 LUMBAJIONSG
DISTRICT 1 KARBI ANGLONG

PHYBICAL SETTING

LOCATION - Sarmen Phangcho village falles under Lumbajong

Development Block of Karbi Anglong Distrlict. It im situated

35 kmas. south-west of-Diphu, the District Headquarter, and

about 30 kms. from Lunding.
RELIEF - The area iw characterised by low undulating hille,

and the village is situated atop a small hillock.

CLIMATE - The climate of the area i3 controlled by seasonal

winde as in other parte of the regtion. It receives
sufficient rainfall and the temperature (s warm and wet
during summers and cold and dry during winters.

Only

RIVERS - There are no rivers passing through the area.

a stream known as Langfer nala is found in the north-west of

the village.

NATURAL VEGETATION - Natural vegatation is not ween much

here. Only a few deciduous trees and tropical grasses are
found here. Jhum cultivation is done on the hill slopes,

%0 most of it are devoid of any natural vegetation.
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CULTURAL EBETTING 3

POPULATION - There ere 30 households in the village and the

total population is 316 of which 182 are males and 134 are

femalesn.

CASTE -~ The itnhabitante of this village are Karbie,
belonging to the scheduled tribe. Other castes /

communications are not found here.

RELIGION - The Karbie of this village are Hindus. They

follow the crude form of Hinduise. They believe in the
plurality of gods and for the appeasement of them, poultry

and animale are sacrificed.

”LANGUAGE ~ The people of this village speak Karbi language

and & few can speak Assamese language.

LITERACY - Literacy is very low here. 0Out of the total
population, only around 105 {e. 33-23% are found to be

literates. Of which 69 ife. &5.71% ar; males and 36 le.

34,.29% are females.

TRANSPORT AND CU"NUNICATfON - The village is not easy of
access. The nearest pucca road is at a distance of 3 kms.
and there are only 4 foot-paths londiﬁg to the settlements.
The pucca road is an unimportant road of the area and so
although it is motorable, bus services are not available on
this route. The road leads to Barlangefer railway station
towarde the wouth and towards the nacrth, it leadwn to

Borlangfer Forest Beat Office, where it meets the Diphu-



Lumding road. There is a bus stop here and the villagers

can avail bus services from here only.

N post office in avallabla within a disntance of I kme.

al Do langefer, ey mesnw o0 f  sameanndeabton ave arb Cound

here.

MEDICAL - Medical facilities are available at Barlangefer, 3

kms. away from the village. There is one dispensary there

and the villagers go there for medical treatment.

WATER SUPPLY -~ Drinking water taci{lities in the village have
been provided by the PHE'dcpurtmant through taps. Desides,

there are thres wells in the village which serve for all

purposes.

MARKET - There is a market area at Borlangefer, I kms. away

where a few shops are available.

ELECTRICITY - Electricity is available in the village but

only a few families are able to affard it.

EDUCRT!UNﬁL INSTITUTIONS - Jhere are no schools in the
village, but Borlangefer Primary and Middle schools are

available within 1 km. The children of this village attend

these schools.

ECONOMY - The inhabitants of ¢this village are mastly
agriculturists. They cultivate different crops like sesame,
yam, maize, tapigca, pumkin, chillies, papaya, etc. Paddy

cultivation is done in the low lying areas wherever

available.
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The wvillagers also rear aniasals like pfgs and goats,

and poultry, Dut these are mostly ralsed for domestic

consumption and far pecrforming religious ritewm.

The women-tolk are found tc be engaged {(n household

activities like weaving, rearing silk-wormu, etc. These are

alwno not done for commerclial purpowe but for damestic

consumption only.

Some ot the villagers, are still below wsubsistence

level. These are 'food gatherers’ and they earn thetir

living by aelling vegetiﬁlcs,'etc. which they gather from

the forest.

FPeople engaged in government swservices and other
services are not found here.
VILLAGE t DEURI TINALI (BORMON)
BLOCK t RONGICHANG
DISTRICT o KARBI ANGLONG
PHYBICAL SETTING s
LOCATION - Deuri Tinali village falls under Rongkhang

Development Block of Karbi Anglong District. It is situated

s
in the eastern part of the Block and s located at a
diatance of abaut 28 kms. south-east of Donkamukam, the
Block Headquarter. The village lies an the Donka-Kheronl

road and has a total geographical area of about I sq. km.

approximately.
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RELIEF - The village lies on an undulating plain area. It

te surrounded by low hillocks on all sides except on the

east which is covered by thick forest.

CLIMATE - The area receivews lews tut sufficient rainfall

thraoughout ths year.

Summers are hot and wet, while winters are cold and dry.

RIVERGE - A small stream known as Dera stream flows therough
the area from the south-west. It joins river Kolonga in the

north and flows tagether towards east.

NATURAL VEGETATION - As  the area receives sufficient
rainfall, thick vogotnttdnul cover is wesn all round the
village, but an the hill slopea where jhum cultivation is

done, vegetation is found to be absent.

Mostly deciducus 'trees and tropical grasses like

bamboos, etc. are found here.

CULTURAL SETTING 13
POPULATION -~ The village is sparsely populated. There ars
54 households and out of which, 49 households are headed by

males and only 5 are headed by females.

Total population of the village as per 1991 Census
repart is 554, out of which, 289 are males and 267 are

females,.

CASTE — The village is dominated by the Karbi tribes. Out
of the 54 households, 48 aré Karbis, 2 Nepalis, Tt Assamese,

1 Bengali and 2 Bihari families.
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RELIGION - Hindu is the.dominant religion here. Only two

tamiliew, belanging ta the Karbi tribe, are Chriatians here,

llemt of the Karhl tn thiw village follow the crude form af
Hinduliem. They do act warship any idal but believe in
"aining Richo Assam" (god and King of Heaven). They also
haltaeve tin Lhe ;llul“lllty of gude and aw such numerous

cermonies are performed throughout the year. Faor every

ritual ceremony, sacrifice of either poultry or animalwe, or

somatimes both are done to apnpsase their godae.

LANGUAGE ~ The village being dominated by the Karbi tribew.

Karbsi language ie epuken by majority of the people hare.

Assamese language is spoken by all communities in this
village, but the number of gpeakers are less. Only a few

Karbis can speak Assamese, Howéver, it ie the principal

lingua franca.

LITERACY - Litecacy rate {s found to be very low here. Only

32 percent are literate, of which 19 percent are males and

13 percent are females.

TRANSPORT AND COMRNICATION — Transport and communication is
not difficult here, as the village lies on the Donka-Kheroni
road, which is an important metalled road of the regian.
Another road of less importance meets the Donka-Kheroni road
trom the west on the north of the village. This road leads
to HRanghidi village and the neighbauring villages. It s
busg

metalled wuwpto a certain distance only and there are no

services on this route.
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Inside the village, only foot-paths ara found. 6Gome of

these leads to the neighbouring villages on the other side

of the Dera stream. \

there ts  wne paost-otfice at the Junction where the

roads meet. Apart from this, no other means aof

communications {« found here.

MEDICAL — Medical facilities are absent here. The villagers

haive ta travel a distance af 20 kmmeu. for medical treatment.

HATER BUPPLY - There are 4 wellw in the village and the

villagers use this water for all purposes. The Dera stream

alsa serves for agricultural purpose.

ELECTRICITY - The village is electrified but only four

fami lies are able to afford it.

MARKETY — There is no macket here, but only 3 grocery shops

andi One tea stall which cater to the needs ot the villagers.

EDUWCATIONAL INSTITUTIOMS8 — There is one Primary achool in

willage and one ICDS centre where around 40 children ere

the:
enrcollled in it. But is ie not functioning well. There are
na arther schools in the village. The students after
finiisihing the Primary level go the neighbouring villages to
atteend Middle and High Schools.

ECONNgmMY -~ (Ihc inhabitants of this village are mostly

agriiculturiats. Of the total main workers in the village,

near-ly 70 percent are found to be engaged in agricultural

acti«viities, 10 per cent in government services and others,
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and the rest 20 per cent ere engaged (N houmehold activitiew

like weaving, brewing rice~beer, gericulture, etc.

The mode of economy is o0f subsistence type. The

{farmer a 1rdiic @ ferrs o d s e« vnraimpe b feny, Nt = [ thim

staple food of the people here but it is cultivated by few

familiea only because aof limited cultivable land. Paddy {s

Qraown tiv the low-lylng areas and on the hill slopes crops

like sesame, maize, vegetables like pumkin, yam, chillijes,

sweet potato, etc. are grown. Besides these, areca palas,

betel vinea, pineapplea, bananas, lemons, etc. are alsa

Qgrown.
.

Pisiculture is also done by one family. The fish is

mariceted and cansumed locally.
Silk-worma are reared for domestic consumption only.

Mice beer is prepared mastly Ly the wamen-folk and {t
te wsually prepared for ritual ceremonies and for other

occa'sions too.

Pigs and poultry are also mostly raised for domestic

consumption or for any ritual purposesws..

vitLLABE [ NORTH HONGKRAM
BLOCK t RONGBKHANG
DISTRUIICT 1 KARBI ANGLONG

PHYSILICAL SETTING

LOCATION -  Village North Hongkram falls under Rongkhang
Development Block of Karbi Anglcocng district. It is situated

in tthe naorth-west corner of the Block and is located at a
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distance of about 20 kms. narth-west of Donkamukam, the

Block lisadquarter.

the wvillaye 1{w bounded on the north-west by Nagaon

Dimtrict and .the river Karbi Langpi (Barpani) flowing

through the area, acts as a natural boundary between this

village and Nagaon District.

RELIEF - The village lies on a flat plain area on the banks

of river Karbi Langpi (Borpani), and is surrounded by vast

cultivable land.

CLIMATE - The village enjoys a moderate climate, it

receives sufficient rainfall during monsoons, and the

temperature is hat and wet during the summer months and cold

and dry during the winter monthws.

RIVERS - Kacbi Langpl (Porpani), an important tributaory of

river Kopili, flows through the area from the south-west.

It flows north~wards where it joins kopili.

The river is navigable and most of the villagers and

traders from Nagaon district and other areas transport their

goads by boata.

NATURAL VEGETATION - Natural vegetation is not seen much in
this wvillage. Most aof it has been cleared and made
available for cultivation. Deciduocus trees and tropical
grasses are found here. There are marshy land in aemall

patches near the river in which tall grasses are found.
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CULTURAL SETTING
POPULATION ~ The village has a total population of around

843, of which 471 are males and 372 ara femalas.

CASTE - The village is daminated by Karbi tribe, followed by

Bihart, Bengali, Nepali and Assamese. Ot the total
population of the vill;ge, around 95 per cent belong to tHe
scheduled tribtes and the rest belong to scheduled castes and

other backward communitien.

RELIGION — The Karbis of this village are Christians le. 95
parcent of the total population. Four per cent are Hindu
and one per cent Muslims.

LANGUABE -~ Being dominated by the Karbi tribe, Karbi

language ie wpoke by majority of the people tn this village,
followed by Asnamene language. Bengali and Hindi dialects
are alao spoken here but the number Of speakers are very

few. However, Aassamese is the principal lingua franca here.

LITERACY ~ Literacy rate is very low here. Qut of the total
population, only 35.8 per cant are 1literatas. 0f which

63.73 percent are males and 34.285 percent are females.

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION -~ The village iw linked By one
metalled road pameing through it. The road {s motorable but
there are no bus services. Nearest bus wstop is at a

dimtance of about 12 kme. The villagera have to caver the
distance on foat to avail it. Bus service in the village iw

available only on market days ie. saturdays.
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lneide the village, only foot-paths and in some, cart

tracks are found. The river Karbl Langpli ie navigable and

the inhabitants of the village and the neighbouring villages

transport good and commodities by boats.

There iu ane Post-office in the market area and a few

shaps which cater to the needs of the inhabitants,

MEDICAL -~ Medical facilitias in the village are absent at

present. One 32~bedded haspttal tw under construction near

the market area, which is expected to bring some improvement

to the health and wanitation problem af the village and the

neighbouring areas.

WATER SUPPLY - There are 3 pucca wells and around S5 kutcha

wells 1in the village. The water isw used far drinking as

well as for other purposes. The water from the river Is

used only for agricultural and washing purposes.

ELECTAICITY -~ The village iw electrified but only three

families of the Karbi tribe have electricity i{n thelr

houses. The othera are not able ta affard it.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS - There is one Aamamese Medium

Primary Schoal (Govt.) and one English Medium  School
(Private) {n the village. Apart from these two schools, no

other schools are found here. For further studies, the

studentes have to travel a distance aof about 7-8 kms. on

foot.
ECONOMY -~ The Inhabitants aof this village are mostly
agriculturists and only a few are engaged in ather
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Inwide tha village, only foot-paths and in some, cart

tracks are found. The rivar Karbi Langpl is navigabla and

the inhabitants af the village and the neighbouring villages

transport good and commodities by boatw.

There is ane Past-office in the market area and a few

shops which cater to the needs aof the {nhabitants.

MEDICAL - Medical facilities in the village are absent at

preaent. One 32-bedded howpital im under construction near

the market area, which is expected to bring some improvement

to the health and -nnitntlon prablem of the village and the

Neighbouring areas.

WATER SUPPLY - There are 3 pucca wells and around 5 kutcha

wells {in the village. The water is used for drinking as

well as for other purposes. The water from the river |is

used only for agricultural and washing purposes.

ELECTRICITY - The village is electrified but only three

families of the Karbi tribe have electricity 1{n their

houses. The others are not able ta afford {t.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIbNS ~ There is one Assamese Medium

Primary School (Govt.) and one English Medium . School

(Private) in the village. Apart from these two schools, no

other sgchools are found here. For further studies, the

studentg have to travel a distance aof about 7-8 kms. on

foot.

ECONOMY ~ The inhabitants of this village are mostly

agriculturists and only a few are engaged in other
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activities. Persons working in Government services -and

other wservices are six only. The traders are mostly

Bengalis, Biharia, Nepalis and Assamese. Among the Karbis,

some are found to be engaged in household activities like

weaving and silk-worm rearing. There are, actually, part-

time activities and are done mostly by the women-falk, for

domestic consumption only.

Different crops are cultivated here, among which paddy

is the dominant crop followed by Areca palms and other

horticultural crops like pineapple, lemon, orange, mustard,

sesame, manga, banana etc.

The fertile woil cover of the area supports the growth
of different crops. However, the yield is low, because of
the inefficient method of cultivation. And most of the

time, crops are washed away by floods, which is a regular

phenomenon here.

Beside agericulture, fishing is another activity of the
villagers. The Karbis mostly do it for their own domestic
consumption but the Bengalis, Biharis and others, do fishing

to earn their livelihaod.

Comparatively, the Karbia 1living in Pharkoagchihi
(South-western part) area, are more affluent than those
living 1n Kuthor Bangla (Narth-eastern part) area. The
economic condition in Kuthor Bangla is not good. Majarity

of them still 1ive below subsistence level.
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VILLAGE ] RONGHIDI
BLOCK [ RONGKHANG
DISTRICT ¢ KARDI ANGLONG

PHYSICAL SETTING @

LOCATION - Village  Ronghidi falls under Rongkhang
Development Block of Karbi Anglong District. It is situated
in  the southern part of the Block and 1ia located at a

distance of about 40 kms. south of Donkamukam, the Block

Headquarter.

RELIEF - The area is characterised by undulating hills, with

gentle slopes and narrow alongated valleys.

CLIMATE -~ The area has a cangenial climate. It receives

sufficient rainfail throughout the vear. Summers are warm

and wet, while winters are cold and dry.

RIVERS -~ There are no rivers passing through this village,

but there is one stream, known as 'Anglong’ flowing through

the area from the south. [t flows down towards north-west

where it meets other streams of the region.

NATURAL VEGETATION — Deciduocus trees and tropical gQrasses

are seen around this area. However, most of the hills are

devoid of any trees as a result of ' jhuming’.

CULTURAL SETTING «

POPULATION -~ The village has a total population of around

417 persons, of which 200 are males and 217 are females.
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CASBTE - Total houweholds in the village im 45 and the

inhabitants are all Karhis, whao helang to the echedulsd

itlia,

RELIGIUON -~ The Karbis of this village ere Hindus, They

follow the crude form of Hindulsm. They neither wor-hlpAany

idol nar do they have any temples or shrines. They balieve
in god almighty, the Creator of the World, whom they call
"Sining Rechao Assam". They also believe in the plullrltybof
gads and to appease them, poultry and animals are
sacrificed.

LANGUAGE -~ Karbi ia thc‘only language spoken here.

LITERACY ~ The village has a low literacy rate. Out of the
total population, anly 162 ie. 38.85% are found to be

literates, of which 91 ie. 36.17% are males and 71 ie.

43.83% are females.

TRANSPORT AND CONNUNICATION’ - Means of transport and
communication {a not well developed here. The reason may be
due to the igolated location and rugged topography of the
area. There is one unmetalled road passing through the
village but hardly any vehicle passes thraugh it. The road
leads to Hamren Town, the sub-divisional Headguarter of the

district, in the south-west, and to Deuri Tinali village in

the north-east. '

The village lacks in Post and Telegraph facilities.

Thege are available at a distance beyand 15 kms.
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Other means af transport and cammunications are also

absent here.

MEDICAL -~ Medical facilities are also not available here.

The villagers solely depend on herbal mediciner and perform

various religions ritesa, They sacrifice poultry and animals

to appease the god(s) associated with the disease.

WATER  BUPPLY - There are three pucca wells in the wvillage
and the villagerg use the water for drinking as well as for
other purposes. Besides, there is a tank in the wvillage

where rain water and surface flow is atare for irrigation

the paddy fields.

ELECTRICITY ~ The village is not electrified.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS - There is one Primary and one
Middle Schoal {a the village. For further studies, the
students have to go either to Hamren Town or to
Balthalangso. But only a few are able to do it.

this

ECONUOMY -~ Agriculture is the mainastay of the people aof
village. They grow different crops and among which, paddy
ia the dominant crap. it is cultivated in the low lying
areas. On the hill slopes, jhum cultivation of mixed crops
like maize, sesame, tapioca, pumkin, chillies and ather
vegetables are grown, Some have adopted the methad of
terrace cultivatian.

Besides this, a few are found to be engaged in other
activities 1like hunt{ng and gathering, fimhing, household

industries (weaving and handicrafts), government services

and aothers.
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The women-falk are mostly found to be engaged in

weaving, brewing rice beer, etc.

On the whaole, the mode of economy is of subasistence

type. They produce for domestic consumption only.

VILLAGE 1 BAITHALANGSO
BLOCK t RONGKHANG
DISTRICT ¢ KARBI ANGLONG

PHYSICAL SETTING ¢

LOCATION - Batthalangso village falls under Rongkhang

Development Block of Karbhl Anglong Ctstrict. It {a mituataed

on the Banka af river Langpi{ (Borpaci{) and is about 20 kma.

away from Hamren, the sub-divisional Headquarter of the

district, and about 14 kma. away from Dunkamukom, the Black
Headquarter.
RELIEF - This area has a blend of hills and plains. The

southern part ie hilly, while the nocrthern pact i{s a plain

area, lying on the banks af river lLangpi (Barpani).

CLIMATE - Ag the area has a tblend of hills and plains,

climatic variations is alsc found hare. The northern part
is warmer than the southera part.’ The southern part has a

congenial climate.

The whole area receives sufficient rainfall and the

temparature (e warm and wet during wummer, and cold and dry

during wintar.

RIVERS -~ There is one river known as River Langpt {Borpani?

flowing in the north. It is an important tributary of river



Kopili and has ite source in the jaintiw hillwe. In the

sauth, Aumerous samall streams flowing down from the Tika

hills are found.

NATURAL VEGETATION - Vegetational cover is found to be more

ta the south. [a the narth, only a few deciduous trees and

tropical grasses are found.

CULTURAL SETTING ¢
POPULATION - The village is densely populated as compared to

othar villages af the district. The total populaticn as per

1992 Census is 1414, of which 799 are males and &l17 are
females.
CASTE - Out of the total population, 505 &are schedulad

tribes, 55 are scheduled castes and the rest 856 helong to

ather hackward communitisa and othermn.

RELIGION - Hindu i« the daominant religton {n thiws village,

followed by Christians. Some of the Karbis follow the crude

facm of Hindulsm. They believe in one almighty god, the
creator af the world, whom they call “Hempher Arnom“. They

slso believe in the plurality of gods and they sacrifice
paultry and animals to appease them. Use of rice beer isg

indispensable in this 5ociet;. It is wused in every

religious ritegs and on all occasions.

LANGUAGE ~ The speakers of Karbi language is found to be
mare in this village. Other languages wpoken here are

Bengali, Assamese, Jiwa, Nepali, Bihari, etc. The number-of
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speakere of thewe languagen are very few. However, Ansamese

ia the lingua franca.

LITERACY - Literacy rate is found to be thigh in this

village. Out of the total population, 952 le. around 67.23
per cent, are found to be literates. Of which, 562 ie.
39.03 percent ara males and JI?0 ie. A0.97 percent are

females.

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION -~ Meana of transpart and

communicatian is well developed here as caompared to other

villages in the district. Metalled and unmetalled roads

radiate, maore or less, in all directions from thias village,

in the north-west caorner. There are three metalled roads -
one leadwn to Daonkamukam in the east, anather leada to Nagaon
in the north and the aother road leads to Hamren in the
south. The unmetalled road lead to Lengri village in the

north~west.

The northern half of thae. village hag better
communication facilities than the southern half. Except far
the metalled road leading tao Hamren, the southarn half Hhas
no means of communication. There are anly fgoot-paths

leading to the settlements in the south.

There is a Post aoffice in the village but no telephone
and telegraph facilitien. These are available at a distance

of 17 kms.

Becide thegse, other means of communications are not

found here.
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MEDICAL - Thare is a hospital in the village which provides

nedicel facilities to the inhabitantes of this village and to

those of the neighbouring villagew.

springs are the

WATER SUPPLY - Wells, tube wells and

important means of water supply both for drinking and other
Furposes. Wells and tube wells are found in the north aver
the plain area and in the soutup over the hilly area,
springe are found.

MARKET - There {s a markat area in the north-weet carner of

the wvtllage. A big weekly market s held here every

wednesday.

ELECTRICITY - The village im electrified and most of the

househiclds in the northern half have electric connections.

But in the southern half, except for 2-3 househaolds, no oane

has electricity in their houses.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS - The village has a gaood number aof

educational institutions. There are two Primary echools,

one located (n the north and the other in the south, onas

Middle school, one High School and one Higher Secondary

School .

Children from this village and also from other villages

come and attend schools here.

ECONDMY - Agriculture ia the mainstay aof the people of this
village. The plain area in the north has a fertile s=soil

.

cover and has extensive cultivable land.

But in the south,

cuultivable land is limited and is found in small patches.
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The graund is racky in this part and anathing much can be

grawn.

The farmers graow different crops like paddy, sesame,

mustard, maize, tapioca, areca palms, betel vines,

pineapple, lemons, oranges, yams, etc. Paddy 1s the
daminant crap here and (¢t is cultivated extenaively
especially tn the northern part. Mumtard and other
vegetables are also grown extensively along the banks of the

river. Over the Hhilly area in the wsouth, araca palms,

plineapples, aranges, lemone, etc. are grown.

Some people are found to be engaged in other activities
like 4aill-worm rearing, weaving, rice—-beer making etc.

These are done mostly for domestic consumption.

A few are found to be engaged in gavt. services as

teachers, clerks, nurses, chowkidars, and vither sarvices.
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CHAPTER V

PART A

. ANALYSB818 FO THE SCHEDULES

1. ANALYSIS UF THE SCHEDULES

In the dimtrict ot Karbi Anglong, 2 blockw - Lumbajang
and Rongkhang — wera mselectead with 4 villages from aach of
them far the study. Findings of the enalysis done on the
basis of data collected from the households of theae eight
villages will be treated &; representative of the district

as a whole aince stratified sampling method was adapted in

celecting the villages.

(lbe villages were found to be inhabited mainly by
Schedule Tribe and 0BC pobulltion with esmall onumbera of

hauseholds. Most of the people are Hindu or Christian}

g

The number and percentage of respondents for each item
are shown in the form of statements in order to give a full

picture of the perspective sought to be elicited through

different aspects of the schedules.

STATEMENT - (1) ,

Distribution of Household/Respondents according to Casate.

SC ST oBC . OTHERS TaTAL
N %4 N % N % N %
t 0.4% 8 2.98% 230 <90.3% 18 &.5Y 277
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From the above table it is seen that 20.3% population
of the surveyed villages belonges to 0BC while SC population
1n these villages 'is minimum being 0.4Y%. The ST population

is also not very high it being 2.9%4 only.

STATEMENT - (2)

Distribution accordtng to Religtan

Hindu Muslim Christian Total

238 83 .9% 7 ' 2.3% 32 t1.6% 277

On the basis of religion, most . of tha population
covered under gurvey are hindus, being B8&%. While the
second large religious groups is sikh (11.6%). Muslimsa

occupies 2.5% only.

STATEMENT - (3)

Distribution according to Mother TongQue

Assamese Bengali Nepali Karbi Total
N % N A N ¥ N %
43 16.2% 12 4.3 1 O.4av 219 79.1% 277

'Bodo’ is the main language in thesa village. 79%
speak Bodo. Next main language is Assamese. There are

Bengali and Nepall speaking population also.
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STATEMENT -~ (4}

Distribution according to Source of Drinking Water

Tape Tube Well River Total’

a7 17.0% 21 7.8Y 13 5.4% 131 47 .74 277

For almost half of the population (47 .3%) surveyed,

souwrce of drinking water is the river. 17% of the population

use tap water. The reat of the population use water from

well or tubewell.

STATEMENT - (5)

Digtribution according to distance from Source of Drinking Water.

Close 0.5 Km. 1Km. Total

N 4 N kA N %4

212 76.3% &3 22.7% i 0.4% 277

As |Is seen from the table, almost none has tu fetch water

from a distance.

STATEMENT - (&)

Distribution according to Fuel used.

Wood Totxl

277 100% 277
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ALl the population depend upon wood aws fuel. Beling a

t1ill wood is available thelr - thi® may be a cause.

STATEMENT : (7)
Distributilon according to Availability of Electricity.

Majority of the population are deprivad of using

: /
salectricity facilities. Lack of electricity Only 16 families

have the facility of using electricity facility indicates a
poor quality of life in these villages.
STATEMENT : (B)
Distribution according to Availabity of Drailnage.
Goon BMEIRIT IR RNAY
N Y2 N %
24 B.7% 253 F1.3% 277
Drainage system is poor in the villages. It guggasts

no body’a public health sector or community seems concerned.
:

STATEMENT ¢ (9)

Distribution of Household according to Avaliability of

Toilate Facility.

PUBLIC PRIVATE TATAL
N A N Y
23 8.3% 234 FL.7H% 277
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The bulk of the households have access to private

toilet facilitiew while public faci{litlew are Scarce.
STATAEMIENT 10
Distribution of Population according to Age

0-5 6-14 15~-21 22-40 41-60 L0+ TOTAL
N A b % N % N % N % N %

148 11.1% 582 43.6% 120 9.0% 302 22.6%

159 11.9% 23 t1.74 1334

The 6-14 age group canstitutes 43.6% of the populafion in

the households, 22.&6% are in the age graup 22-40. Thare are

only 1.7% population above the age &0.

STATEMENT - (11)

Distribution of Population according to Sex

.

Male Female Total

%22 46 .6% 700 03.1Y 4 0.34 1334

Percentage of female population is slightly bigger than

that of male population. The percentage of female is 53.12.

STATIEZMENT - (12)

Disitribution of Population according to Educational Level.

11l iterate Primary Middle Sec. H.Sec. Grad. Tech.

Jotal

N %4 N % N Y% N %4 N % N 7 N %

140° 1.0.3% 737 55.2% 340 25.5% 78 5.8% 3IZ 2.5% S5 0.4Y. 10.11%

1334
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For those than bhalf of the total population (55.2%)

ecducationall level i primary schooling. 5.8B% are Hhaving

scecondary education. The percentage of illitera:e par:ents

igs to this e xtent of 10.9%.

SITATEMENT ~ (13)

Diistribut ion accarding to Occupation

Cuslti- Aggri-~  Lab Diary Min. Manuf. Const. Comm. Others Total
vazter culture
Ny v N % N 14 N " N % N X N Y4 N %

1343 78.2% 91 6.8% 13 1.0% 17 1.3% 1 O0.1% 3 0.2% 9 O0.7% 4 0.3% 1334

Majority of the population (78.2%) engaged in

cu.ltivatian.. Agricultural labours form the nexs highest

group ie. 6.8% of the village population.

STAATEMENT - (14)

Ditstributiom according to Girles Educational Aepiration

Priimary Middle Sec. H.Sec. Grad. P.Grad. Total

N ¥ NC% N % N % N % N Y% N %

126 45.5% 3 1.1%4 33 11.94 14 5.1% 5SS 19.9% 31 11.24 15 3.4Y% 277

The majority (45.5¥%) of the res