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KARiNATAKA ACT No. 26 OF 1963

(First pubiishefJ irU‘ thfe* Kgrnataka. Gazette cJî  tEb' 
Tenth day of ©ctobesr 1965).-

T H E  K A R N A T A Jfe^  O FPIC IA E i L A »N G U A ^E i

(Received tlie assent of tte  Governor on the Fifth day 
o^ OctofefeF; 1̂ 965):

(As anjended' by ^c ts  2^ qi 1974' and 6 of 1^32).

A^' ^ctf. ttt'^rb^^de Ae ddfefttibn  ̂6f KaWa'da the 
Jangua'ge to be“ used for tlie ofliaal* ptlrpbsds of tlife S’taVe 
and for continuance of the use of English for 
d? business' o^ t̂ fe ^Statfe’ Leĝ Sfa<?Cifd.



1963^

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the adoption 
oljfKamiada as the language to be used for official purposes 
of the State of Karnataka and for continuance of the use 
of English for transaction of business of the State Legisla
ture after the expiration of the period of fifteen years from 
the commencement of the Constitution;

Be it enacted by the Karnataka State Legislature in 
the f  ourteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows

1. Short title and extent.—(1) This Act may be called 4 
the Karnataka Oliicial Language Act, 1963.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Karnataka.
2. Kannada to be the official language of the State,- 4

The official language of the State of Karnataka shall be 
Kannada.

3. English to be continued to be used for oiO&cial 
purposes until the Government otherwise directs.—Not- ^ 
withstanding anything in Section 2 and without-prejudice
to the Provisions of Articles 346 and 347 of the Constitu
tion, the English language shall continue to be used for ^ 
all the official purposes of the State for which it w^s being 
used before the commencement of this Act until the Stale  ̂
Government, by notification under Section 4, otherwise 
directs in respect of any official purpose specified in such 
notification. ^

4. Govemmenfs power to notify the official purposes 
for which Kanuada to be used.~The State Government 
may, from time to time, by notification in the Official 
■Gazette, direct that Kannada shall be used in respect of 
5uch official pu^oses and in such areas as may be specified 
in the notification.

5.̂  ILanguage to be used in the Legislature etc],—
■2(1) Notwithstanding the expiration of the period of fifteen 
years from the commencement of the Constitution, the 
inghsh  language may, as from the twenty-sixth da^ of

1. Substituted by Act 6 of 1982, S. 2 (9-3-1982).
2. Renumbered by Act 6 of 1982 S.2 (9-3-82).



January 1965, conlmue to be used, in addition to Kanuada 
and Hindi for the transaction of business in the Legislature 
of the State.

«[(2) Kannada Language may ?lso be used,—
(a) in any Bill to be introduced or in amendments 

thereto be moved in, or in any Act passed by the 
Karnataka State Legislature ; or

(b) in any Ordinance promulgated by the Governor 
of the State of K arnataka; or

(c) in any order, rule, regulation or bye-iaw issued 
by the S4;ate Government under the Constitution or under 
any law made oy the Parliament or the Karnataka State 
Legislature.]

i(5A. Authorised Kaimada tmaslation of Central 
and State Acts.—With effect from such date as the State 
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
■specify a translation in the Kannada language published 
under the authority of the Governor in the Official 
Gazette,—

(i) of any Central Act or of any Ordinance promul
gated by the President with respect to any of the matters 
enumerated in Lhe List III of the Seventh Schedule to the 
Constitution or of any State Act, of any Ordinance of 
rules made by the Governor; or

(ii) of any order, rule, regulation or bye-law issued 
by the State Go-vernment or other authority or officer of 
the State Government under the Constitution or under 
any Central Act or any State Act or any other law in 
force in the State, shall be deemed to be the authoritative 
text thereof in the Kannada Language.]

1. Inserted by Act 27 of 1974, S. 2 (1-2-1975).
2. Inserted by Act 6 of 1982, S. 2 (9-M982).
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‘Notific^fions issued lender section 4 .to .be placed 
before the Legislature.— qvery notification issued uncf^r 
section 4, shaU be laid as soon as may be after it is issued, 
before each House of the State Legislature while it is in 
sessipn for a -tota:! period x)f thirty days, which may be 
comprised jn one session or In two successive sessions and 
if, before the expiiy of the sessi^on in wliich it is so laid or 
the session immediately followmg, both Houses agree in. 
making any modification in the notification or both Houses 
agree that the notification should not he issued, the notifi
cation shall thereafter have effect only ip ^ ûch modified 
form or be ,of no jeiTê ct, as the case ma^ be • so howcvei, 
that any modification or annulment ' shall hQ witho\i,t 
prejudice to the validity of anything previously dpne under 
that notification.



^KARNATASj^ k C T  *N6. 2'7 0 F  1 
(First published la  the 'l^^ii^ta’ka 'Extraordinary)

on the Seventh day of September, 191A)

THE KARNATS^K  ̂ OFPldlXL LATnGUAGE 
(AMENDMENT) ACT̂ , 1974.

(Reckved the assent df *the 'Governor dn tHe Seventh day ol
September, 1974.)

An Act to amend the Karnataka Official liangSklge Act, 
1963. }

WhfeteUsit’is expedient to am6n d ’tl{efca(mWtaH.)dMMl 
LangU^e 'Xct, 1963 '(Karii^taka f 6 of 1965') for tne 
purposes hereinafter appearing: / I

Be It 6̂riatfted the R^rn^takk ^iate Le^isl’̂ tul-e ̂ In tile 
Twenty-fifth Year of the Republic of India as fpllows :—

1. 'SIfbrt'title ail'd This
called the Karnataka Official Language (Amendment) Acx; 
ly/4.

(2) It shall (^ome into force on such dat9 as the State 
Government may. noYiftcatidh iii tlie bfficfdt G r^ tte , 
appoint.
{S'jction 2 incorporated in the Principal Act.]



KARNATAKA ACT No. 6 OF 1982 ‘
.(First published in the Karnataka Gazette Extraordinary 

on the ninth day of March,. 1982)

THE KARNATAKA OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
(AMETSBMENT) a c t , 1982.

(Received' the assent of the Governor on the 
Sixth day-of March 1982)

An Act further to amend the Karnataka Official 
Lang^iage Act, 1963. ^

I
Whereas it is expedient further to amend ths 

Karnataka Official Language Act, i963 ( Karnataka Act 
26 of 1^63) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

Be it enactcd by the Karnataka State Legislature ist 
'Jflnrt)(-third Year , of the Republic of India as fpUows;—

1. Short title and commencement—(1) This Act may 
be called the Karnataka Official Language (Amendment) 
Act, 1982.,

(2) It shall come into force at once.

 ̂ 2 incorporatejd in the Principal A(;t.]



NOTIFICATION 

No. GAD 31 OCM 67, Bangalore, dated l'2th March,

In .exercise of the powers conferred by Section 4 of 
the Mysore Official Language Act, 1963 (Mysore Act 26'of 
1^ 3), the Government of Mysore hereby directs that with 
effect on and from the 1st April, 1968, Kannada shall be 
used in respect of all official communications from all 
Government offices located (in every Taluk the Jurisdicttoa 
of which is limited to such taluk);

Provided th a t:
(a) English Language may continue to be used nr 

communications:—
(i) addressed to the Central Government Offices,, 

tiie Accountant General, the Controller of State Account^, 
and the Treasuries : . i

(ii) relating Co pay bills, contingent bills, travelling 
aMowance bills ,

(iii) relating to orders made under any law which; 
are subject to appeal or revision by aily authority :

(iv) addressed to Courts other than Village Counts;

<b) If the' population of Linguistic minority in an> 
laiuk is not less ihari fifteen per cen t:—

(i) petitions shall continue to be accepted in thê  
minority language concerned and replies given in that, 
l^i^uage as far as possible;

' (iiV handouts and publicity} material ^hall cpntmud- 
to be givm in such minority language ;

(iii) Government Notices sh^ll c o n ^ u e  to be pub- 
li^aed in such minority language.

By Order and in the name of the Governor of Mysore,
K. NARAYANASWAMY, 

Chief» Secretary to Govemmeni.



NOTIFICATION 
Bangalore, dated 6 th September I9)0

S.O. 2018.—In exercise 6i the powers cbnferred' ^by 
Section 4 of the Mys'ore Oflficial Language Act, 1963 
;(M>sore Act 26 of 1963J, the Gbverament of Mysore hefeb) 
.directs that with*eifect on and from the 1st November 197(> 
Kannada shall be used in respect of all official cofninum- 
catiuns from ail Government Offices located in every 
revenue or other sub-divisions the. jurisdiction of whicli 
extends beyond a taluk, but is limited to a part of a revenue 
district.

Provided th a t:
(a) English Language may cotitihtie fo ‘be used \\i 

communications:—
(i) addressed to the Central Government Offices, 

the Accountant General, the Controller of Stale Accotiiits 
and the Treasuries,;

(ii), relating to pay feills, contingent bills, travelling 
allowaiice bills;

'(iii) tHlating to orders inJtde under any law wliich 
are subje<jt to app^aj or revision by any authority;

(iv) addressed to Courts other than Village Courts.
(b) If the population of Linguistic minority in any 

Taluk is not Ifss than fifteen per cen t:—
(i) petitions shaW continue to be accepted in Ahe 

minority language concerned and replies given in that 
la '̂gu^^^e far as possible;

Ui) handouts ^nd p'^iblicity material siiail "continue 
be g'iv'bn in ^tlc^ minority Ikfig^&ge;

(iii) Government Notices fehall cdntinii6 *t6  lie pub
lished in such minority language.

XN6 . GAD 10 FCL 70)
By t)rdet and in tfie hame 'of the Governor of Mysore,

R. N. VASUDEVA, 
Chief Secretary to Government.

General Adminisiration Secretariat

10



N C tM C A T IO N  
Baii'galo/e, dated 26(h 3urfe ‘1972

S..0. 1246.—In pxercise of the powers conferred by 
^eceiipn 4 of the Mysoxe Official Language Act, 
-f;Mysore Act 26 oi 1963), the Government of Mysore hereoy 
directs that with effect on and from the 15th,day of A u ^ s t 
197?, l^ iinada  shall be used in respect of all official 
coinnmriications fiom all Government Offices, the jurisdic
tion of which extends beyond a revenue or other sub
division but 4 oes not extend beyond a revenue district.

Provided th a t.
(k) ^he'Engfish Language may continue to be used 

in' (Jbmiiivlhi'ea'tions:—
(t) ‘ahdrbssed to  the Centra"! Government Offices 

the Accountant General, the Controller of State Accounts 
and the Treasuries;

(ii) relating to pay bills, contingent bills, travelhng 
:al<lowance bUls ;

(iii) relating to orders made under any law which 
are subject to appeal or revision by any authority;

(iv) addressed to Court other than Village Courts.
(b) If the population of Linguistic minority in any 

Taluk is not less than fifteen per cen t;
(i) petitions shall continue to be accepted in the 

mmority language concerned and replies given in that 
language as far as possible;

(ii) handouts and publicity material shall continuo 
to  be given in such minority language;

(iii) Government Notices shall continue to be pub
lished in such minority language.

(No. GAD 55 POL 71)

By Order and in the name of the Governor of Mysore,
R. J. REBELLO, 

Chief 'Secretary to Government.

General Administration Secretariat
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Notification No. GAD 2 POL 75 
Bangalore, dated 22nd January 1975

S.O. 2731.— În exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub'-section (2) ox Section 1 of the Karnataka Official 
Language (Amendment) Act, 1974 (Karnataka Act No. 27 
of 1974;, Government of Karnataka hereby appoints 1st 
February 1975 for the purpose of the said sub-section.

By Order and in the name of the Governor of 'Karnataka',.

M. SANKARANAIlAYANAliJ, 
Additional Secretary to Govenrnient;

General Administration Dei>artment.

Generai Administration Secretariat

12



CHIEF SECRETARIAT 
^General Administration Department)

Notification No. GAD 4 POL 75.
Bangalore, dated 3rd February 1975.

S.O. 486"A —in exercise of the powers conferred by 
Scetion' 5«A of tlie Karnataka Official Language Act, 
<Karriataka Act No. 26 of 1’963) the Gbvemment of 
Karnataka hereby apecifies the 6th day of February, 1975 as 
th t date for the purpose of the said section.

By Order and in the name of the Governor of Karnataka,

T. RAMACHANDRA BAPHYA, 
Under Secretary 'to Government, 

•General Administration Department (General^.



NOTIFICATION 

No. DPAR 1*PQL 79y‘Banga:lore£ii^te{i.6tIj*Septepjber 1979j

In exercise p fA q  cQufprrpd.b)<'Wtion 4 of the
Karnataka language, Act| 1963, (Karnataka Act
26 of 1963) the Government of Karnataka hereby directs 
th^t 9^Gt, on, an4t f^prii, tl\e„ lst» NoveipbQr 197:; 
t^a^ina4 ^ sĥ i}*,|?ê  used iî  respeotj qf* all O^icial compmnii 
C4f|on^, fvq?|î , St^te Gayernmeiit Qfees-,, in i\iti -StaXw 
o( I^L^nataJ^t,: 4,V

Provided that—
(a) t|\c gngjish Language, cpntiji^e to be i|sed ivy

dommuni&[ti6ns:— ^
(i) addressed, ta  Central Government Offices, the 

Accojinta^^^^erftiy CQnti^©Uer.of State Accounts and 
thq TrftasuriQ^;^ (

(ii) relating to pay bills, contingent bills, travelling 
allowance bills; \.

(iii) relating to orders made under any law which 
are subject to appeal or revision by any authority;

(iv) addressed to courts other than Viilagei Courts;
(v) between State Government Offices above district 

level where : (1) the use of E n ^ sh  language cannot be- 
dispensed with due to administrative reasons or

(2 ) such communications are purely technical and 
scientific in nature. ^

(b) If the population of linguistic minority in any Taluk
is not less than fifteen per cent:—

' (i) petitions shall continue to be accepted in minprity 
language concerned and replies given in that language as 
I'ar as oossible.

14



(ii) hand-outs and^ publicity material shall continue-. 
:o be given in such minority- lan^age.

(iii) Govemmenti Notices. shaU continue to be^publi-- 
;hed in such minority language.

Bs^'Ordenandau thcvname ofuhe Governor of'Karnataica,

N' NARASIMHA RAU, 
'eijj?fSecVetary,

15



NOTIFICATION.
N<>. P P A R  29 POL, 79, Bangalore, .dated 4th March 1980.

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 4 ol 
the Karnataka Official L an^age Act 1963 (Karnataka Act 
26 of 1963) and in supersession,of’all previous Notifica^ns 
issued in this behalf, the Government of Karnataka hereby 
directs, that with’ effect from the date of publication of 
Notification in the^ Q^cia} Gazette, Kannada shall be 
used in respect of Official Communications from all offices 
of the State Government in the State of Karnataka.

Provided th a t :
(a) The English Language may be continued to bjs 

used in Commumcations:—
(i) Addressed to offices of the Central Government, 

Offices of any other State Government, and the Accountant, 
General ^

(li) Relating to orders, made under any law, whicb 
are subject to appeal or revision by any authority;

(iii) Addressed to courts other than village courts
(iv) Between offices of the State Govern^nent above 

district level where (1) the use of the English languge cansot 
be dispensed with due to administrative reasons,* or.
(2) i>uch communcations are purely technical or scientitic 
in nature.

(b) If the Population of any Linguistic Minority ic 
any Taluk is not kss than fifteen per cen t;—

(i) Petitions shall continue to be ac^pted and 
replies thereto shall, as far as possible be given.

(ii) Hand-outs and publicity material shall ‘ 
continued to be is&ued, and ^  '

(iii) Government Notices shall conti|iu§ to be- 
pubhshed, in the language of the minorl'J^.'^oncemed.
By,0r|(||^^g^i3^^maiA^f»the Governor of Karnataka

In stitu te  of Edvi< 

........ .................................... -

y A  RAU, 
etary.
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