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TH6 M;fMA(XL4I. PRADESH COMPULSORY PRIMARY 
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Amended, repealed or otherwise afected by,- 
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(Authoritative English Text of the Himachal Pradesh Anivary a Prathmilc 
Siksha Adhiiziyam, 1953). 

An Act to provide for the compulsory attendance of children a t  primary schools 
in the Himachal Pradesh. 

f?'earnble.--W~fi~~~s it is expedient to provide for the ~~rnpu l so ry  
attendance of children at pirmary s ~ h o o l s  in the Himachal Pradesh; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.--(I) This Act may be 
called the Himachal Pradesh Conipulsory Primary Education Act, 
1953. 
-1-----------3------..̂ -. -----I-- 

1, Passed in Hindi by the H.P. Vidhah Sabha na Dccember 14, 1953. For Statement 
of Objects arld Reasons, See. ~ . ~ , P . , d a t e d  the 5th Ddcember 1955, p. 3'3. 
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(2) It cx~cnli;L to the? (areas comprised in t-limachal Praclesh imme- 
diately before 1st November, 1966). 

(3) It shall come {ilto force at once. 

2. De6ni&isns.--In this Act, unless there 1s 3n:'t:iing repugnant in 
the subject or context- 

(1) "chlld" means a child whose age is n91 le5s than seven allJ not 
more than fourteen years ; 

(2) "lac21 aLltharityW means a Grain Pancaayat, '(2anc;layat Sainlti), 
a *(Zlla Parishad), a Notified Area Co+nmittee, a Smali Town 
Comnxttee or a Muaicip,l Co~~linittee; 

(3) '"parent" includes a gual-clian or any persol1 lVvha hiib tilt actual 
custody, or is in charge, of a child ; 

(4) "pri~llary education" means such instr~l-tlon i : ~  reading. wr~ting 
and arithmetic, as may be prescnbcci for the tune being for prl- 
ralary schsols by the State Government and such 1i1;truction in 
otlier subjects, li'any, as msy a: deternine3 by the Slat2 Govern- 
ment or the local a~tnori ty  wit'l tila ; ~ p ~ x ~ v l l  of tha -preJ;ribe3 
authority ; 

(5) '"rescnbed" means prescribzd by rilles made unmr this 
Act ; 

(6) "przscribed authority" means an authority notified as such by 
th3 State ,Gover~~melit i~l~ether  generally or for a particular 
purpose ; 

( 7 )  ""rcogii~zed p:iinary szhao!" m:al.zs a SC:IOO~ or a departnent of 
a school in which I ~ ~ t r ~ ~ c t i o a  in prilnary cJucztlon is ~ i v e ' l  aalld 
which IS for the time being recogizlse,l by ti12 prescribe,l autho- 
rity ; 

(8) "route" means a motor road, a bridle path or a foot pati1 ; 
(9) "school committee" means a committez appo~nted untler tile 

provisions of section 5 of this Act ; 
(10) '%ate Government" means the Government of Himachal 

Pradesh ; 
(11) "to attend a recogniszcl primary school" ineans to be present 

for instruction at such school, on such days in the year, at such 
time or limes, and for SO many hours OLI each day of attendance, as 
may be fixed by the prescribed authroit;;. 

3. 933na of n2tidcation ma'tinz pri:narj ed,l:stic~,n co nplsarg.--(l) 
Tile State Goverilrnent mxy dzzlare bg ?3tificat!~n t lat t , i>  primary 
educaton of male shiidrzn silall be compulsory in all] Arc&. 

(2) W lere a n~ti'icatioil's. 1: I u ~ l : r  c;-:t~a 1 , i )  1s in for;i: d r  ai t I: 
t ine when a ~otitisatioa unde; sub-sestim (1) is :ss~L:<~, th: Stdte G S  i ,r 
meat may is523 a rl?ti!i;atio!l I ' l ~ t  th: ?;iinlry i:!-~cstio,~ 3.f f e d e  c'iildrcn 
shall be c ~ ~ n p u l s ~ r y -  in tlls ioZe or nly part of th,: d;\:3 to +V!~LC~I ilot~lication 
under sub-section (1) a3slles. 

r . *  
_ _ I  - - -- -- - -- 

1. Extended and enforced In Bilaspur vide Not. N3. i 32-175/54, 31 14-13-1955, apl?eilded 
and subsequently extended to areas added under sectlon 3 of the Punjab iie-organlsat o , ~  
Act. 1966 vide Act Nn 10 nf 1981 . . - - - - - - - - 

2. subs. for the words 'whole of f i n ~ ~ c h a i  Piadrsh' b j  A. C.  1973 
3, Subs. for 'Tehsil Panchayat', ibicl. 
4. Subs. for 'Zila Panchayat', ibid. 



(3) A nsti ization isxl- ' under this ' :c:;on silalt s ~ t  :ify the dat; from 
whim, aald tie ar2a or afea.; In wnlci~, prirnarj :;i3cation ai14El be co:npulsory 
a l ~ d  ~tiblic norlce shail bs give-I of the notification in the prescribed 
manileP. 

(4) The Act shall no; q p l y  to such children who do nist attend school 
and have attained the age of ninc years or more on tile date of iswe of the 
notification under sub-section (1) or sub-section ( 2 ) .  

4. Condilioa prccedeni lo %he issue of zm~tidcatiomm.-Notific3~i311 shall 
not be issued under seziio1l3 nrrlzss the Stste Qover;lrnent is satisfied that 
a#dsquati: provisions will be made in r,cognised p;ima<y s;hooh for such 
compuls~ry education free of charge. 

5. A?;~alntm2n% oi" a school co;inmit~e,-(1)~~1cre a notification 
has been isshed nndsr sr;;tioa 3, tile Slate G~vernment skzll appoint one or 
more committees for the purpose of exercising ihe powcrs and performing 
t5e diltks of the sc kg01 ~ ~ ~ r n i t t e e  under this Aot. 

(2) It shail be the di~ty of swl: school committee to enf3rce the provi- 
sions of this Act respecting the attendance of children at scl~ool and the 
e j n ~ 1 ~ y m ~ n t  of children. 

6. Duty of parents to cause children to attend school.-Where a noti- 
5ca t i~n  under ssctiorl 3 is in force in any ares, tne parent of every child lo 
whom the notifization applies, shall, if suc l~  abild ordinarily resides in such 
b r a ,  in the a'osetlce of a reizsoilable exclse as hereinafter define:", cause such 
child t3 a:tend roc3gnised primary school. 

7. Meaning sf aeasonabie excuse,-Any of the following ciroumstan- 
ces shall be dc-eined to be a reasonable excuse within the meaning of 
section 6- 

(I) that there is no recognised primary school within a distance of 
two miles by the nearest route f ron  the residence of the child ; 

(2) that the childis certified by such authority as may be appointed 
im this behalf by the State Gavernment to  have completed a 
primary course as prescribed ; 

(3) that the child has been granted temporary leave of absence from 
a school in ac=ordance with the rules made under this Act; 

44) that the child is certified by the school committee approved for 
this purpose by the prescribed authority to be unfit to attend 
school by reason of some bodily defect or inirrnity ; 

(5) that the schoo! commitlee of the arza has on the application 
of a very old or diseased parent, exempted from compulsory atten- 
clar2~4 in a school, a zhilci on whom lies the rcspoi~sibility to attend 
upon ::xh ;3arenl. 

8. Issue of attelaCn~ce order by the scAo~1 coms~ittee.--Wknerz the 
school con;mittee is satified that a par:% who is Isoucd ugder the provisions 
of sestign 6 to 3 2 ~ ; ' :  t;le cliild ". ~e",;end a re33gnised :)rimary school, has 
faile: 'so do, iire szhool comrnitt:~ may, after giving the p2re:lt an opportunity 
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of being heard, and after such. i~qui ry  as it cor?siders necessary, pass an order 
directing the parent to  cause such child to attend recognised priaary school 
from a date which shall be specified in the order. 

9. Penalty for, failure to obey attendance order.-( 1) Any parent 
against whom an order has been passed under section 8 aad who, wit t l~ut  
reasonable excuse as defined in sect i~n 7, has failed to obay such orjer, shell 
on conviction before a PAagistrate or a ways Pznchayat, be liable to a Ene 
not exceeding five rupce~.  

(21 Any parent who having 5cen convicted for sn. oZe11ce under sub- 
s:ction (1) cont~nuz; to disobey the order passe,?. under section 8 shd1 be 
liable to a further fine which may extend to one ruyse for evn:.j day after the 
date of ttle 5rsl ~oilvictio I during which he has proved lo ha.?:: psrsi,t:d in 
disobeyil~g tile or;ier. 

PO. Penalty for elnploying chi149 liabi:: to attend pduasy seh9ol.- 
Any person who sFa?1, during the pressribed hours c," atte~ldancz at school, 
utilize on his own b-'-sif cr  on behalf of ally other p?fis3a, in coa~.sec;isn with 
any ernp!oyment, whether for remuneraiian or n ~ t .  tfle G F , T V ~ C ~ S  & any chi!d 
whose parent 1s required under this Act to cause 1 .  n tc attel~d a recoyLsed 
primary school, shall. 3 I col7viction before a MagistraLe o: a Nyaq'~ Panc , ap t ,  
be lizble to a fine not e.;ceediB~g :~v,-nty-Gva rape-s. 

!I.  @ognizzr?ce 01 oEencc:.-No c x r t  shaii lake cogt,;zance cf an 
oK2:ico undzr s;ctim 9 cr  section 30 cxce.ot 02 tll:: complaint of or on idfor- 
mation rec-ive-l from the school cornmittse, or from s?~ch  pp:rson as may be 
authorized by the sc4od cqqrniitee or by the State Government by general 
or special order ia this be'l .If. 

12. C9azap:~l~ory priww~7 e-h~catioa to be free of chzrpe.--KO fee slzall 
be charpa-? wit!lin tkie area in w2:lc:1 a notiycation ullder section 3 is in force 
in respect of the pri*>iary education of ail?/ child to ,vhom such notification 
applies. 

13, x#i%hrBrayall of :r~,li6ca.i;l~;~.-FThi: St-:: Gsjverrment may, after 
 refer..^^:: to the lscai auth~ri ty ,  ssncel ti:B not34cation issued ui~dcr 
secti:,!~ 3. 

$4. B o a r s  of State Sovernmsnt to  make ~a"a~.--(li) T l ~ e  Sh t e  
Government may, e,'ter pre~ious publication, nzke  raiesl Em the purposes of 
this Act. 

(2) Ia parlicukr a:ld wilho~lt prejudi-,e tc ti-e generality of the power 
conferred by snb-szction (I), the State Goverl?ment may make r~!er - 

(a) prescribing under caluse 4 of section 2 th,e range of inseruclion in 
primary schools ; 

(h )  determlni~g generally what chall be considered to be adegnate 
provision for compulsory primary education free cf charge ; 

(c) requiring tha local aull~sri  y to prepax 8r:d publish a register of 
chi?-lren in the arca colzcerned ; 
-- - -- - 

1 .  Rules flamed vl'de h'ct. I%. E. 32-125 54, dzied the 9th DestmLer, 1955, a ~ g c n d e d .  
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(d )  defining the conditioizs on which the State Government will bear 

share or whole of the cost of providing primary education; 
(e) the manner in wllic11 tlie sc!lool colnnlitiees shall be constituted, 

the number of its members aad tl-rair duties, powers and respon- 
sibilities ; 

( f )  the steps which the school colllmittee may take to secure attell- 
dance of childrerl at sclzool and the conditions under which leave 
of absence from school may be allowed ; 

(g) the j~r~sdict ion of each school commi ttee where more than one 
scllool comnlittees are appointed ; 

(h)  the relations to be observed between the school committee and 
any education coininittee of any local authority that may have 
been appointed under any other Act; and 

(i) the matters which arc lo be and may be prescribed. 




